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The memory of the just is blessed. — Prcv. z. 7. 

Gather up the fra^ents that remain, that nothiog be lost. 

John, vi. 12. 

Wo. 1. FOURTH MONTH, 1881. Vol. I. 

PROSPECTUS. 
When great maltitudes flocked to Jesus, with in- 
tense desires lo see the miracles which he wrought^ 
to be healed of their diseases, or to derive instruction 
from the heavenly and benign doctrines which he 
preached, we are informed he ^^ was moved with com* 
passion towards them, because they were as sheep not 
having a shepherd," In a wilderness country, where 
many of them had come from far and were unprovid- 
ed with the means of bodily sustenance, it must have 
manifested great sincerity in them to continue for three 
days, when they had nothing to eat. Under such 
circumstances, inquiry was made among the disciples 
respecting their stock of provisions, which was found 
to consist of a very few barlej^ loaves and some small 
fishes. <* But what are they among so many?" was 
a natural question in reply to the direction of the mas- 
ter — ^^ Give ye them to eat." After the necessary 
preparation of the company, divided into classes of 
hundreds and of fifties, J^sus ^^ took the loaves, and 
looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave 
to the diseiples to set before the multitude, and they 
did all eat and were filled." 

In these memorable circumstances, divine love and 
condescension were conspicuously manifested to the 
I 
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people. By the blessing of heaven, a few barley loaves 
and small fishes were made sufBcient to satisfy the 
various appetites of thousands; and an evidence was 
furnished by this display of divine power, in the mi- 
racle which Jesus did, so that testimony was given^ 
^< This is of a truth that Prophet that should come into 
the world." 

But the work of the disciples was not finished, when, 
on this occasion, they had distributed to the people as 
biuch as they then stood in need of; a further service 
remained as an important lesson of divine economy, 
in making provision for others who stood in need. 
Hence the prudent charge to "gather up the frag- 
ments that remain, that nothing be lost" 

Believing that at this day there are great multitudes 
of seeking, inquiring minds, towards whom Divine 
compassion is extended ; — apprehending also, that 
many of these may be as in a wilderness state, or as 
sheep not yet gathered into the fold of settlement and 
peace, under the guidance and direction of the one 
heavenly Shepherd; — and being fully persuaded that 
Divine Goodness still makes use of instrumental means, 
to blesdand to satisfy the hungry soul with good things, 
as well as immediately to feed his children with the 
bread of life; — sensible also that many valuable "frag- 
ments*' have been left by such, as have been removed 
from works to rewards, and remain as testimonials of 
their living experience of the substance of things hoped 
for, and of their having partaken of that heavenly 
bread or soul-sustaining nourishment, which many 
sincere minds are now hungering after; — there has 
appeared to be a service required of some, in the pre- 
sent day, to ^^ gather up the fragments that remain'^ of 
the examples, the experiences^ the labours and con* 
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cerns of those who have shone as lights in the world, 
by their devotedness to the cause and testimony of 
Truth, their zeal and care in promoting the happiness 
of the human family, and advancing the principles of 
peace on earth and good-will amongst men. 

Among these " fragments" it is apprehended thern 
are many valuable manascripts " that remain" unpub- 
lished, and which are consequently in danger of bein;"^ 
*^ lost," or confined to a very limited sphere of useful- 
ness. Among which are, biographical memoirs of ex 
emplary characters, in the form of Testimonies or 
Memorials, drawn up either by individuals ' or meet- 
ings, which might be profitable to survivors, if brought 
into more general view. Narratives of travels, or 
memorandums that have been penned by Vay of jour-' 
nals or diaries, of the exercises, trials, probations, and 
experiences of dedicated minds. Letters, epistles, or 
essays, of interesting and instructive tendency, deve- 
loping the views and characters of the writers, and 
exhibiting portraits of mind, far more valuable than 
personal likenesses. Historical sketches, particularly 
of the society of Friends, illustrating the origin and 
settlement of meetings for worship and cliscipline, the 
spreading of Friends' principles, and the advancement 
of the testimonies of Tmth; the progress of light and 
knowledge Jn the improvement of schools, the order 
and discipline of our religious society, and tlie exam- 
ples ai)d labours of those who have been instrumental 
in promoting the work of refonnation ; and '< who 
being dead," may yet speak the language of encour- 
agement to others to go and do likewise. 

It is believed that a judicious compilation of essays 
and materials of these descriptions^ might form a pe- 
riodical publication, that would be profitable to be in- 
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troduced imk) the families of Friendif, and among the 
rising generation. And although to the refinements 
of polite literatore^ some of these fragments may ap- 
pear jn a simple or antiquated dress, yet to the sin-* 
cere seeking mind, they may prove as the barley 
loaves and fishes that satisfied the multitude in the 
wilderness; more especially to those,, who, looking up 
to heaven for instruction, have become acquainted 
with the Divine Monitor within, that teaches as never 
man taught. 

Thus might opportunity be furnished for rescuing 
from oblivion, and holding up to the view of survivors, 
the names, the sentiments, and the enlightened views 
of many worthy members cTf society, who are yet re- 
membered by some with afiectionate interest, as way- 
marks to their cotemporaries, and bene&ctor^ of the 
poor, but whose works and labours of love are in dan- 
ger of being forgotten. Their descendants also may . 
hereby be stimulated and encouraged to follow the foot- 
steps of their pious ancestors, whose example and coun- 
sel may yet prove as bread cast upon the waters, and 
thus be found useful to their children after many days; 

In gathering up the fragments that remain, that 
nothing may be lost, which might contribute to the 
benefit, the instruction, and the improvement oc eon- 
firmation of the sincere hearted, who are hungering 
after substantial food for the mind, a hope is enter- 
tained, that encouragement may be derived from the 
remembrance of the widow's mite that she cast into 
the treasury or common stock, and the testimony of 
approbation uttered on that occasion. It is appre- 
hended that there are materials of the characters al- 
luded to, remainingin the possession of many Friends^ 
who would Aot QiUy be g^tified by perusing a work 
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of tl^is nature, but also, feel a willingDess to contribute 
to the Qprnfort and improvement of others, especially 
the poor, the destitute, the solitary and afflicted, as 
Well as the large circle of interesting young people, 
now rising up into active life, and who must shortly 
fill those important stations, and perform therequisi^;^ 
duties in the various departments and relations of 
social and religious order, on the right occupancy and 
faithful discharge of which, under the Divine blessing, 
the welfare and advancement of society materially 
depend. 

The^present Number is designed as the commence- 
;ment of a series of like character, size, type, &c., to 
be issued about once a month, if Sufficient approba- 
tion and encouragement be given. The work will 
be so paged that eight numbers will form a volume, 
with a title page and index. J. & I. COMLY. 

JOHN WOOLMAN'S LETJERS. 
To a Friends 

BELOVED PRIEND, 

Since our last conversation, I have felt an in- 
crease of brotherly love, and therein a liberty to hint 
further to thee, how, at different times for years pftst, 
things have wrAught on my mind, respecting irigh 
living. 

First. In some afflicting seasons abroad, as I havd 
sat in meetings^ with desires to attend singly on the 
pui'e gift, I have felt, that amongst my brethren 
gr^evoudy entangled in expensive customs, the Lord 
badawovkfor some to do, by expmpling others in 
the simplicity as it is in Christ. 2 Cor. xL .3. And 
*as I have seen, that a view to live hi|^ hath been » 
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atumbliDg bloelL, — uid thai wbat fame appatM t0 
aim at, was no higher thao many^ eateemed of the 
Ibremoat rank in our apoiety, livedo— there bath beeir 
^f labour upon me, that in thia respect, the tMy 
iia^ be cast np ; and the $t%anbHng^hek taken 
out oftht way of the people. laa, IviL 14. And 
here, the inezpreaaible love of Christ, in denying hian^' 
self, al^l enduring grief for our sakes, is often before 
me, as an example for ua to follow, in denying our* 
selves of things pleasant to ofir natural indinationSr 
that we may example others in the pure Christiaa 
life, in our age. 

Second. In regard to thferes, I have had many 
serious thoughts, and often been jealous over myself, 
lest by withholding' from a^poor mtkUf what our hea- 
venly Father may intend for hioi,^ through me, I 
should lay 2 temptation in his way,^ to steal rand I 
have often felt a care, that no desire for riches, or 
outward greatness, may prompt me to get that in my 
house, which may create enyy, and increase this dif- 
vficulty. 

Third, I have sometimes wrote wills for people, 
when sick, and expecting soon to leave their families, 
and who had but little to divide among th^ir children; 
and I have so far felt a brotherly sympathy, that their 
cares have beconie mine, in regard to a eomfortable 
living for them. And here, expensive cuitfoms have 
<^en made the prospect less clean Expensire eus-^ 
toms, on such occasions, have often alfeded me* with 
sadness. 

Fburth. The nnttmer of taking possesion of the 
•liver mines, souttt-vrestward,— ^he conduct of the 
eoncperors toward the natives^'— and the miserable 
iott of many of our fUlow creatures^ in those .miaes ^ 
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Kcire ofteit been the subjects of my thoughts. And 
though I sometimes handle silirer and gold as a eui> 
reBcy^ my So^oipg^ is at timesi attended, with pen* 
siyeness; and a care that my ears may not be stopped 
against further instructions. I often think on the 
fruitfulness of the soil, where we Iiye,— the care that 
hath been taken to agree with the former ownersy the 
natives,— and the conreniences this land affords for 
our use,— and on the numerous oppressions there are 
in many place8;^aiid 1 feel a care that my cnivings 
may be tightly bounded^ and that no wandering de- 
sire may lead me so to strengthen tfie hands of the 
wickedf as ta partake of their sins, iTim. v. 22, 

F\fth, In conversing at times with some well- 
disposed Friends, who have been long pressed with 
poverty, I have thought that some outward help^ 
more than I believed myself a steward to conmiuni- 
cate, might be a blessing to them. And at such times, 
the e:apenses that might be saved amongst some of 
my brethren, without any real inconvenience to them, 
hath often been brought to my mindf nor have I be- 
lieved myself clear, without speaking at times, pub- 
licly, concerning it. 

Sixth. My mind is often settled on the immuta- 
bility of the Divine Being, and the purity of his judg- 
ments^ — and a prospect of outward distress in this 
part of the world, hath been open before me; — and I 
have had to behold the blessedness of a state, in which, 
the mind is fully subjeiSted to the Divine Teacher, and 
the cenfosion aitd perplexity of such who profess ^e 
Truth, and are not fitithfbl to the leadings of it. Nor 
have I ever fi^t pity move,> more evidently on my 
mind, dian I have fek ft toward children, who, by 
jAieir educatkMi^ axe led on in usoeeessary expensei^- 
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and exampled in seeking gain inthe wiadom of this 
worid, to support themselves therein. 

9th of 7th month, 1769. Johk WoolbIAH, 

7b a Friend. 

Mr DEAB FBI£KD9 

In our meeting of ministers and elders^ I have 
several times felt the moving of Divine Love among 
us, and to me there appeared a preparation for 
profitable labours in the meeting; but the time ap- 
pointed for public meetings drawing near, astraitnesa 
for time hath been felt. And in Yearly Meetings 
for the preservation of gpod order in the society, 
v/hen much business hath lain before us, and weighty 
matters relating to the testimony of Truth been 
under consideration, I have, sometimes felt that a care 
in some to get forward soon, hath prevented so weighty 
and deliberate a proceeding, as ,by some hath been 
desired. 

Sincere hearted Friends who are concerned to 
wait for the counsel of Truth, are often made helps to 
each other; — and when such from distant parts pf our 
extensive Yearly Meeting, have set their houses in 
order, and are thus gathered in one place, I believe it is 
the will of our Heavenly Father that we, with a single 
eye to the leadings pf his Holy Spirit, should quietly 
wait on him, without hurrying in the business before 
us. 

As my mind hath been on these things, some diffi- 
culties have arisen in my way. First, there are, thro^ 
prevailing custom, many expenses attending ouf 
entertainment in town, which, if the leadings of Trutb 
were faithfully folio wed^ might be lessened*. 
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Many, .under an outward riiow of s delicate life, are 
entangled in a worldly spirit, labouring to 8U|^ort 
those expensive customs, which they at times feel io 
be a burden. 

These expenses, arising from a conformity to the 
spirit of this world, have often lain as a heavy burden 
on my mind, and especially at the time of our solemn 
meetings: and a life truly . conformable to the 
simplicity that is in Christ, where we may faithfully 
serve God without distraction, and have no interrup- 
tion from that which is against the Truth, to me hath 
been very desirable. And, my dear friend, as the 
Lord, in infinite mercies, hath called us to labour, at 
times, in his vineyard, and hath, I believe, sometimes 
appointed to us different offices in his work, our 
opening our experience one to another in the pure 
feeling of charity, may be profitable. 

The great Shepherd of the sheep, I believe, is pre- 
paring some, to example the people in a plain simple 
way of living, and I feel a tender care that thou and I 
may abide in that, where our light may shine clear^ 
and nothing pertaining to us have any tendency to 
strengthen those ^customs, which are distinguishable 
from the Truth as it is in Jesus. J. W. 



2b the Children of Stq)hen Can\fortf of Bucks 

. County. 

I am now, this 16tb of 9th month, 1772, at Ro- 
bert Proud's, in Yorkshire,, so well as to continue 
travelling, though but slowly. 

Yesterday, as I was walking over a p)aui| on my 
way to this plaoe^ I felt a degree of Divine love attend 
my nuud| and therein an openness towaid thd^ ebilr 
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dren of Stephen Comfort, of which I believed I should 
endeavour to inform them. My mind was opened 
to behold the happiness, the safety, and beauty of a 
life, devoted to follow the heavenly Shepherd; and a 
care, that the enticements of vain young people may 
not ensnare any of you. 

I cannot form a concern, — but when a concern 
Cometh, I endeavour to be obedient. 

John WooLMAN* 



To Reuben and Margaret Haines^ Philadelphia^ 

lAth day o/Sth mmthj 1772. 

COUSINS REUBEN AND MARGARET, 

I am middling well, in Londbn, and believe I 
may go northward, in a few days. Yuor care for me 
toward parting, hath felt inwardly gathering toward 
the true union; in which I hope we may at last unite. 
My heart hath been- often contrite, since I saw 
you; and I now remember you with tears. 

John Woolman. 
My friend Suse, and my little cousins, remember 

you all. ■ 

To the Same. 

^\st of 1th months 1772. 

BELOVED COUSINS, 

I am now at oUr ancient Friend, John Has^ 
lam^s, whose menM>ry is much impaired by the palsi^ 
but he appears to be in a meek, quiet state;— tabout 
160 miles northward of London. My journeying 
hath been through much inward watchfulness, I can- 
not see far before me; but the Lord, in tender mercy, 
hath been gracious to me, and way opens for my 
.vlait among Friends. / 
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Friends from America, ou viflits here, were all 
middling well lately. 

I send no letters by post here, nor do I want any 
sent to me by post, 

I feel a care that we humbly follow the pure lead- 
ings of Truth, and then, I trust, all will work for 
good. Your loving cousin, - 

John Woolman. 



Note.— The first of these letters to R. and M. 
Haines, was written and sent from England to 
America, on one-eighth of a sheet of common foolscap 
writing paper, the other on a^ quarter sheet of the 
same — giving a practical comment on his ideas of 
economy. It is said of John Woolman, that oh oc- 
casion of being appointed by Burlington monthly 
meeting, to prepare a certificate of removal, he used 
a piece of paper of smaller size, than usual for others 
— and on being faulted for his parsimony therein, he 
modestly answered, " I never found^any better rule, 
than enough.'^ 

His singular appearance in dress and manners, his 
clothing being all of natural colours, occasioned 
some difficulties in the minds of Friends of London 
in relation to his travelling, and they had an inter- 
view with him on the subject; after hearing them 
patiently, he said he believed he had better go as he 
was. This circumstance appears to be alluded to in 
the expression, "*way opens for my visit .among 
Friends, '^ — for it had been suggested to him,« that his 
singularities would close his way for religious service. 
His testimony against sending or receiving letters by 
post, is explained in his journal, pag^ 231, first edi* 
tion. ^ 
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John Woelman^smccount of Peter Harvey f who died 

in the year mi. 

In the time of his health, a -few months before he 
depaiied| I had some loving conversation with him« 
in regard tp sundry things in his possession, relating 
to his living, which appeared to be comformable to the 
spirit of this world. He appeared to take my visit 
very kind, and though he was not fully settled in his 
mind, as to what he should do with them, yet he told 
me that he was inwardly united to a plain way qf 
livings and to such who in faithfulness walked there- 
in* 

I was twice with him in his last sickness, and the 
first of these times he told me, that in his youthful 
years, his mind was much on improvement in oatward 
business, and tliat being successful, many spoke in 
praise of his conduct; and in this prosperity , he got 
sundry sorts of superfluities in workmanship about 
him; and though he had not seen clearly whatto^do 
with them, yet he saw that at the time of getting 
these things, he went on in the dar&y'jind they were 
latterly a burden to his mind. J. W. 



JAMES THORNTON. 
As an introduction to the following account of our 
ancient friend James Thornton, it may be proper to 
inform the reader, that he finished his course at the 
place of his first settlement, in By berry, in the 4th 
month, 1794, having survived his wife about one year. 
And although nearly thirty-seven years banre elapsed 
since his death, he is yet held in respectful remem- 
l#ance by many, both aneient and middle-aged 
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who were witneiNses of his powerful ministiy, 
and his concern for the promotion of right discipline 
and good order, in tiie church. His judgment o^ 
various subjects relative to the afiairs of our religious 
society, has frequently been referred to^ under the 
churaeter of autiiprity, which Friends appear to have, 
been in the habit of awarding to him, as a man of 
superior understanding, discernment, and skilL 

Job- Scott, who visited him in the latter part of his 
life, speaks of him as being << alive in the everlasting 
Truth; — >grown up to the stature of a man in Christ, 
and into the heavenly authority and establishment, as 
a pillar in the temple of God, that shall go no more 
out'^ He is ' mentioned in the journals of divers 
other Friends, as also in some other publications, and 
a testimony concerning him is found in the book of 
Memorials, printed in Philadelphia in the year 1821. 

His contemporaries are, many of them gone, and 
others are passing away, from the stage of action. The 
records of his worth are now to be discovered only in 
detached items — ^and it may be that a more compre^ 
hensive view of hid character than all these, will afford 
us, would be serviceable, in furnishing a stimulating 
example to those who are faithfully endeavouring to 
fulfil all their religious duties. To bring this view 
as fully before us, as practicable at this remote period, 
perhaps no method can be devised that will produce a 
better effect, than to present such memorandums as 
he left behind him, giving a brief outline of the his* 
tory of his life, and some bf his travels, (for he left 
no regular journal,) and an abstract of such meeting 
records, and what remains of his epistolary corres- 
pondence, as manifest his anxious concern for the pros* 
perity of the cause of Tiiith. 
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In rescuing these doeiunento from oblmooy we yre 
encouraged to hope, that although to the nicely 
balanced ears of modern eritics^ they may appear to 
be wanting in some of the elegancies of style — yet to 
those who admire substance, rather than splendour, 
they will present subjects for solid reflection.thatmay 
be productive of utility, as well as furnish evidence 
of his obedience and dedication to the grace of God 
which bringeth salvation, and hath appeared unto all 
men. 



The Life of James Thornton. 

m h 

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. • 

James Thornton, son of James Thornton, was born 
about the year 1727, at Stony Stratford, in Bucking- 
hamshire, in Old England. His parents died while 
he was young; his mother when he was about eight 
years of age, and his father, when he was about four- 
teen. He had one sister, Lydia, older than himself 
about fourteen months, and one brother by his father's 
side. These, with his step-mother, were all left in a 
large house and shop of goods, and with considerable 
rfeal estate, which was much incumbered. Soon after 
his father's decease, his step-mother took her son and 
what goods she pleasqd, and went oflf unknowatohis 
sister and himself — to where, thfey knew not In this 
situation they lived for some weeks, with all the goods 
which were left, in a very helpless condition: no- 
body so much as to advise them what to do. They 
sold some goods, and with the money bought victuals 
and other necessaries; no one molesting thenj, though 
there were many creditors — none took to the goods, 
nor called them to an account for their conduct, though 
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great waste was made. No friend appeared in all this 
time. 

The said James being of a lively turn of mind^ 
sought out for company, and used in the day time, tc 
fill up his time at play With boys, ^hile his sister 
sold and havocked the goods away. But it was net 
long ere he was uneasy with such a life, and bethought 
himself that this could not be right, to eat and drink, 
and rise up to play. Therefore, though not used to 
hard labour, being brought up in a shop in trade and 
business, he took to work. Some of the neighbours 
seeing him inclined thereto^ encouraged him in it, and 
employed him-incuttingofffirewogd at the door, and 
putting it away for winter for them, and making hay 
and other chores; which was of ^eat service to him, 
in }^res(*rving him from loose and idle boys*, and 
brought him into credit with sober people who were 
not of our society, and ' great sympathy with him in 
his distressed condition. After being thus engaged 
fot some time, and his sister not carrying kind to- 
wards hint, he grew thoughtful what course of life 
further to take for a change, and to be so placed un- 
der s^pprbody's care, as that he might be instructed in 
somi'Vay for a livelihood. He felt an inclination in 
his mfnd, to go* into the country to see for his step- 
mother, who had so unnaturally left him with his sis- 
ter; and hearing that she was at her brother's house, 
who was.an able farmer about three or four miles ofi^ 
he went, and found her there. When she saw- him, 
she wept; but he could^not tell what for: whether it 
was for joy to see him, or for grief that she had left 
him in such a deplorable eondition. However, she re- 
eeived him with some show (tf kindness — as did also 
her brodier. They inquired after his sister^ whom 
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ke had left all alone to do as she pleased with what 
was left. He told ihem how things stood, and that 
they could not agree to Kye together^ and that he was 
eome out to see whether some way might not be cast^ 
api for him to live with somebody , who might instruct 
kim in a way to get hjs livelihood. His uncle said 
little to him; but, bethought, was struck with amaze- 
mentf as wondering how they had lived together ao 
long, without being molested by his tatber^s creditors; 
and, taking pity on him, gave him to all appearance, 
a kind reception, and employed him in keeping bis 
sheep, and driving the horses in the plough. 

Now in the time^of this new business, and much re- 
tirement, he felt some earnest cries in his /mind after 
the Lord, arising from strong conviction in himself 
of the- necessity of living a sober life.. And as he 
was exercised in spirit to grow better, many sta 
heavenly visitation was extended towards him, which 
made his way easier to bear, though hard at times, to 
think of being thus exposed to otjier men's service, 
^-^aving been tenderly broo^t'up, and never used 
to labour. 

After a stay of about twelve months herCj^e was 
asked if he would go to a trade;; He said, hemlqght 
that mi^t be agreeable. So, io a few weeks, a Friend 
was applied to, who wanted an apprentice, and he 
was accordingly put to him, His name was Edward 
Simpkins, by trade a weaver. With him he eontinu* 
ed until he died, which was after he bad-served him 
six and three^^quarter years. It was a good pbice. 
Both master and mistress being religioas, piou« 
Friends^ who riiowed him great tenderness and re« 
spect, and under whose reiigioos care for his good 
every way, tho JLord prospeied him, so that begptiw 
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in favour wiUi God and man, being well beloved by 
all that knew him. 

After the exjnration of his apprenticeship, which 
waa at the decease of his master, he proposed remov- 
ing to Pennsylvania, which he had thought of for 
years before. The time being come, in the year 
1750, he acquainted his friends with it; who weighed 
the same, and found freedom to give him a certificated 
of their unity with him, and his service in l^e minis- 
try, a disperisation of which he had received about 
two years before. 



Came to Philadelphia from Credington, in North- 
amptonshire, Old England. Landed on the 7th of 
the 7th month, 0. S. 1750, when I was kindly re- 
ceived aiid entertained by our worthy friend Israel 
Pemberton, the elder, and his wife Rachel. Stayed 
in town about a week; from thence went to Ebenezer 
Brown's, at Gloucester, in West Jersey; was, there 
about two weeks; then came back to Philadelphia^ 
After a short stay, I went up to Bristol, to my kind 
friend Ennion Vj^illiams's, where I was very affec- 
tionately received and provided for, to my full con- 
tent. Tho Lord made way for me in the hearts of 
many Friends, which made niy stay here as com- 
fortable as I could desire, or reasonably expect 

I was here until the 3d month, 1751, when I went 
to. New England, in con^pany with my beloved 
friend and shipmate, Jonah Thompson, who was from 
Old England, on a religious visit to Friends on this 
continent It was a time of improvement to me in 
this journey: we were out about four months^ 
When I returned I opened a store in Bristol, and 
continued .it about four months. Then I look to wife 
2* 



Mary Knight, daughter of Joseph and Abigail Koightf 
of Byberry township, in the county of Fhiladelphiat 
and aeltled upon a fitrm of hers near the meeting- 
houae, wb^re we have lived together ever aiace^ now 
iiear forty years. 

Things as to religion among Friends bere^ were 
very low^ little concern prevailing for the mainte* 
nance of the discipline of the church; which made 
me v^ry thoughtful, and much exercised in labour to 
stir up Friends to a mora deep Attention to the neces- 
sary labour for a revival of csire, that if possible, the 
church might be cleansed of many defilements* I 
cannot set forth the weight I felt, and the load of 
Bufiering I underwent on Truth's account, from those 
who had gone from the truth, and from those who by 
their profession might have been helps in our Israel* 
But, alas! as they had failed in respect to their duty, 
and were necessarily reproved and excited to double 
diligence, they kicked against advice, and thought 
they knew what ought to, be done as well as any body; 
reflecting as though some were now risen up from 
they knew not where, to turn the world upside down* 
This to me, a stranger, was close work, and full as much 
as I could bear, and more, had not the Lord been with 
me and helped me through; so-that I gained strength 
by labour and perseverance. Oh! the many bitter 
draughta I have had to drink in this place, so that at 
times I hav<^ near fainted. However, I have bad this 
satisfaction, that I gained the love and good will of 
tho^ who wi^ed to see Zion shine in her ancient 
lustre, and 6g^>erienced a growth in the truth, center* 
iag in a full assurance of doing my duty. 

I think I have not wilfully omitted any service I 
Mieved was required of me. I have J)een frequent 
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in my visits to Fiiiendsy since I settled here, in dtters 
phees through this State, parts of Marykuid, Virginia, 
Bast and West Jerseys, New York, Long Island^ 
New England, and lastly to Old England. Always 
Jfetttming with the answer of peace in my ihind---with 
.tiianksgiving and praise to the Lord, who was never 
wanting to supply what was needful to answer his re- 
quirings. I tiiink 1 have not been idle. And now, 
ia the decline of life, andermany infirmities, which 
ri&nder me incapable of travelling !far from home, I 
have this consolation, that I did what I could,- when 
able. I have nothing before me at present to do, but 
after doing the will of God, to wait with patience for 
the recompense of reward. 

Maj^B. the Lord enable mh to bear all things, and 
that ill I meet with here may tend to further and 
complete my sanctification. That through al! 1 may 
be able to ning AUelujah to him who rules and reigns 
forever, not only in heaven^ but amongBt-the children 
of men, either in mercy or judgment 

5ih of 9th mo. 1791. J. T. ' 



A short account of Jacob Idndley. 

On the afternoon of the 12th of the 6th month, 
18 14, Jacob Lindley, being several miles from home 
in a chaise, with his daughter, was, by running over 
a stake with one wheel, thrown from the chaise on 
the ground; which dislocated his neck, and in a few 
minutes put a period to his existence in a mutable 
state, Wttkout being able to utter any thing to be un« 
derstood hy his only daughter, whose distress on this 
occasion is not to b^ described. 



M Accoimr of jacob likdlst. 

On the 14th he was interred frdm his own house, 
in Friends' burying ground at New Garden, Chester 
eounty, (the place of his nativity) being attended by 
a large concourse of connexions, friends, and people 
of all classes, whose feelings were deeply excited, 
and tears of sorrow copiously flowed, on the melan- 
choly occasion. 

He was an eminent minister of the gospel, diligent 
in the exercise of his gift; and, for the space of forty 
years, few pastors have more faithfully laboured with 
their -flocks, calling them to repentant, and wam> 
ing them, in the most emphatical language, to have 
their accounts in readiness against the awful close of 
time. 

Although zealous in* promoting llitt various testis 
monies held forth by his own society, he was no 
bigot; but his mind being expanded with that uni- 
versal love which is not confined to the narrow limits 
of formal profession, he was often led, both in private 
families, and in public meetings, to breathe forth, in 
gospel language, the desire he felt for the pthering 
of ally into the one fold, of which Christ alone is the 
true shepherd. With this view he was at times led 
forth, (arid more especially in the earlier part of his 
life) to visit the churches in distant parts; where be 
was eminently favoured in the exercise of his gift, 
as a gospel messenger. His agreeable manners, and 
en^ging turn of mind, tending to ojpen his way 
among all classes and denominations of people, ren- 
dered him more peculiarly useful in spreading the 
light of the gospel; his conversation being truly in- 
teresting and instructive wherever his lot was cast. 

Being endowed with a benevolint mind, accom* 
panied in an eminent degree with thai philanthrofq^ 
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whieh characterizes the tcue Christian) he was a most 
distinguished friend to that poor and despised race of 
mankind) the African people; for whose emancipation 
from a state of bondage, he not only laboured in his 
own society^ so long as the members of it continued 
to hold slaveS) but on all occasions, where his lot was 
east amongst those who continued to countenance the* 
unrighteous traffic in human flesh, he was concerned 
tenderly and faithfully to warn them of the danger ta 
which they were exposing themselves; and of the 
distress and misery it would bring upon them in a 
dying hour, if they continued in practices so repug- 
nant to that righteous law, held forth in the precepts 
of the gospel, ^<Do unto all men, as ye would they 
should do unto you." And even since the abolition 
of the slave trade in these /itates, he seldom &iled at 
t];ie annual assemblies, (when he was present,) in his 
own society, to hold up to view, in a very affecting 
manner, the caiise of this afflicted people; exciting in 
his fellow members, a tender feeling for their suffer- 
ings tt&der the hand of oppression, and recommend- 
ing the exercise of the. q^irit of prayer to the gnsat 
Ctotroher of evei?^8, for their deliverance, and more 
general emancipation from a state of slavery; as also 
an unremitted attention to their guarded education, 
and religious instruction. 

His expanded mind was also exercised for the wel- 
fare and civilization of the native inhabitants of Ame-^ 
rica: divers tribes of whom he visited on the northero 
lh>ntiers of the United States, at a time when hostili* 
ties existed between them and the white people> and 
was usefully engaged, with others of his own society^ 
in conciliating the minds of the Indi^«| and dispaa* 
ing them towards peaee% 
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Hariog mimved two valuable wives, (both minis- 
teraof the gospel) to whom he was an affectionate 
bosbandy^ he has left a son and a daughter by the for- 
mer^ and two sons, by the latter, with many near 
eonnexions and ^ends, who will long feel their loss. 
But may they also with their sorrow, mingle this 
eonqplatory reflection, that *< their loss is his eternal 
gain;'' and that, as they submit to the same powerful 
influence of the Divine law, written in the heart, and 
obey its dictates, as he hath done, — they may meet 
again in the realms of blessedness, where they may 
experience that comfortable language which was 
breathed from Heaven, saying, ^< Blessed are the 
, dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth: yea, 
saith the spirit, that they may rest from their labours,, 
and their works do follow them«'' , H. J. 

6th mo. 20ih, 1814. 



A short testimony of New Garden, monthly meet- 
ing, concerning this worthy and dedicated servant of 
God, was published in the small selection of memo- 
rials, printed at Philadelphia,. 1821. The following 
letters, copied from the originals, display the energy 
of his mind, and the ardency of his feelings. 

New Garden, lUh of 2d monih^ 1791. 

XSTXBMED BROTHER, ^ 

Having an opportunity of conveyance by G.Y. a 
young man who is in our employ, may just mention 
thy favour by J. R« came to hand the succeeding day 
after its date. The serious eontents whereof, cen- 
eerning our dear worthy aunt's weak condition of 
body, occasioned many solemn reflections respecting 
her critical state, and our own oertain and unremit* 
ting progress towards that inexi^ioable abyss of awiiil 
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wonderi XTSBmTT. The breathing of my spirit ifl| 
that we may be also ready, as I do assuredly believe 
IB the happy experience of our justly endeared and 
truly honourable relation, who, I have often thought, 
approached as near the state of angelic perfection as 
most in this stage of being. Her life of such strict 
piety and unaffected devotion, in such a proving sea- 
son, must be a support, infinitely beyond all human 
succour. I feel not a bitter pang respecting her change, 
having no doubt that it W|ll be unspeakably glorious. 
But in all these important events, If the creature 
could be so subjected as to say, in the Lord's sight, 
^* thy wilLbe done,*' it would well consist with .our 
duties to the Supreme Disposer of events. But the 
loss, on >our dear aunt's removal, whether now 
or at a future period, will be to us who remain. Hei* 
company and friendship was sweet, and trbly sincere. 
Out of the militant church a pillar and princess will 
be removed; to where? To unite with the triumphant 
host of saints, angels, and spirits of the just, un- 
ceasingly to sing hosannas to God and the Lamb, who 
is worthy to receive it both now and for ever. 

My dear Hannah was much affected on reading 
thy letter, and expressed a strong desire to see her 
dear aunt once more in mutability; but her own 
precarious and truly trying situation, with the seve- 
rity of the weather, and diflSculty of the roads, ren- 
dered the attempt utterly impracticable; and especially 
as we could have rendered no essential service. 1 
conclude with kind love to thee and sister Ann, to 
dear M. Miller and H. Pusey, and remain thy brother, 

JACOB 1 JNDLEY. 
P. S. If my dear and worthy aunt is yet con- 
tinued, and it appears suitable, my most sympathetic 
ove is to her, with nearness of spirit. 
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' New aarekn, Sdqf9i& numihy 1797. 
' BsiOTSo ncnsa ahd sinrsRy 
J. and A. Dawjss, 

My inmost feelings hare often 'been exercised^ |uid 
my spirit beeh drawn in near sympathy towards yoo, 
with others of my belored friends, resident in the 
long highly favoured, samptuons metropolis, since the 
awakening fiound of this second awful trumpet has 
reached mine ears. But what shall we say? Is it 
not a dispensation from that unerring hand, who 
doeth all things right? at whose sovereign beck, ten 
thousand times ten thousand ministering angels wait 
flie execution of his Almighty decree, whose bowels 
of compassionate mercy endure for ever? When a 
proud and rebellious people are humbled to li^ezr the 
rod^ and him who hath appointed it, then I assuredly 
believe, the ^'Son of righteousness will arise, witfi 
healing in his wings,'' and turn the sound and shadow 
of death into a glorious morning; when the stars shall 
sing together, and the sons of God shout for joy. 

The sacred declaration was, thatthe Lord of Hosts 
would be sanctified in righteousness, and exalted in 
judgment Truly great and marvellous* are his 
works, who shall not fear him? saith my soul. How 
suddenly hath that great and populous city, almost 
equally the envy and admiration of kingdoms and na- 
tions, become a terror to its own inhabitants! How 
contrasted the prospect must appear in the southern 
parts, especially where the throng of busy merchants 
resorted, and the adventurous mariners disburthened 
their deep laden vessels, — now the yellow flag, and 
other eiisigqs of sickness and mortality! I need not 
expatiate upon these obvious occurrences to those 
who, doubtless have more deeply pondered the aflect- 



ifig mibjecty and I trust experienced^ proporfionate 'tf^ 
the trials of the day, the fulfilling of that dcripture 
testimony, ^thou wilt l^eep that man in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed tm thee, because he 
trusteth in thee." The name of the Lord, which it 
his power, remains unalterafbly a strong tower and 
refuge for the righteous. I thought I never moire 
fully experienced the weight and force of % isentdnce 
or two, divinely fraught with consolation tothechurek 
of Christ, and I helieve to every baptised member^ 
than when in Philadelphia in the 9th month, 1793^ 
^Thou shalt be far from oppression, fortiiou «haR 
not fear; and from terror for it shall not come near 
thee.*' -May your minds be suppoited, and rightly 
directed, in this truly alarming crisis, has been my re-> 
quest on your behalf; whether to stay or to go I can- 
not undertake to determine. I humbly hope the 
Shepherd of Israel will availingly care for you, direct 
and keep you as under the hollow of his hand, until 
his indignation be overpast. 

You have loved his righteous law, and hated ini- 
quity: this may now be your consolation. > Deaf 
hearts, I feel sounding of bowels for you. I know 
day unto day uttereth a deep language; and night 
unto night, close searchipgs of heart. I feel tiomfor* 
ted that your situation, as to worldly matters, will 
make it more eligible for you, than for thousands 
who have departed the city. None but yourselves 
two, and brother's business prudently contracted into 
narrow bounds; so that if religious duty doth not 
bind you to stay, I See but little in yonr way. We 
have long anxiously desired a visit from you, per- 
haps now !« the right time* This I know, I feel th« 
Cresh unfolding of endearing love to flow towards yo^t 
3 
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tbat does truly open heart and house to your aecept* 
aixce; if it might be for moaths, or your life tijue. 
I feel myself your debtor divers ways: but I trust 
the sure and strong foundation is that love which is 
derived from our Father which is in heaven only* 

I deeply feel for that importanti essential branch 
of our Christian testimony, which relates to the pub- 
lic worship of Almighty God. May his unsearch« 
able wisdom, his sustaining arm, preserve the ark of 
the testimony from falling before the Philistines. 

We received sister's acceptable letter last evening, 
per E. Morris, which afforded much satisfaction, to 
hear from you in health. Divers inhabitants of your 
city attended our meeting this day. Mary Mifflin 
was also acceptably at our meeting, and dined with 
us; brother Joshua and cousin Hannah accompanying 
her. Their family in usual health, as are Friends 
generally/ hereaway. Old John Curie was buried 
last week. The prospect looks very solemn, in con- 
templating the attendance of our approaching annual 
solemnity. Only this remains; timesand seasons ara. 
in the hand of Him who can do great things, — things 
that we looked not for, in a short time. 

Many have left the city. Those who remain, ge- 
nerally much humbled, doubtless. Perhaps the mor- 
tality may not be so great as in the former visitation. 
The impressions of my mind encourage a hope of 
that kind. I am a friend to human prudence, limited 
by suitable reverence to the Divine Majesty; but the 
govempr's proclamation, and the stretch of the powers 
of reason to find out the source or the original cause 
of thevapparent malady, are unpleasant to me, by 
whatsoever medium it may be supposed to be intro- 
duced. J. L. 
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j2 Testimony from Chinpowder Monthly meeting, 
in Maryland, concerning our friend^ und Elder 
in the Churchy William, ^moss, deceased 

This oar dearly belayed friend, was born about the 
first day of the third month, 1717, old style, and^u« 
cated a member of the Episcopal church. Atttie 
age of nineteen years, it appears, he was an o£5cer in 
the militia: but whilst in that station, it was, through 
Divine mercy, opened to his understanding, that the 
kingdom of Christ was a peaceable kingdom. He^ 
th^^fore, not conferring with flesh and blood, became 
obedient to the heavenly vision, and resigned his 
office. His understanding being enlightened to be* 
hold the emptiness of all outward forms and ceremo- 
nies in religious worship, he waa often led into silent 
retirement; and, apprehending his mind to be drawa 
to a certain place, then a forest, for the purpose of re* 
tirement on the first day of the week, he yielded 
thereto; and on the way, was led to call on two others 
in his neighbourhood, and invite them to accompany 
him. They consented; and continued regularly to 
meet with him; till, in about six weeks, their number 
increased to nine. About this time, apprehending 
that they were united in faith and principle with the 
profession of Friends, they concluded to apply to 
Otmpowder monthly meeting, to be taken under its 
notice. They were received into membership by 
that meeting; and a meeting-house was built and a 
Meeting settled by the name of " Little Falls," where 
they had at first assembled. 

Before he had any acquaintance with Friends, he 
was summoned as a witness, and required to take m 
oath; when he found himself constrained torefiHi^'- 



St" txshmonit coiccshnikg w. amosi . 

» 

notwithstanding heavy penalties were threatened as^ 
the consequence: yet, being enabled patiently and 
«(eadfastly to bear his testimony, he was, after some 
time, discharged. 

la pcoeessof lime> he also saw the inconsistency 
•f supporting a ministry by hire. And he, at one 
, time, stood almost, if not quite alone in these parts, in 
refusing to pay the tax, imposed for that purpose. 
And although this testimony exposed him to some 
close trials and sufferings,, yet he appears^ to have 
£uthfuily maintained his integrity. 

He was also a zealous advocate in the cause of the 
oppressed descendants of the Africans, and one of the 
first to liberate those in* his possession : and^ter mak- 
ing the sacrifice, in justice, he laboured in much love 
mnd tenderness, to induce others to do likewise. 

Soon after he was received intoi membership, aris* 
ing from the flowing of love and good-will in his 
heart, he felt an engagement impves» his mind, to in* 
vite others to become partakers of that inheritance, 
which at times, he had to experience in retirement: 
often setting forth the benefits whicbi attended those 
who humbly waited on the Lprd. And as he grew 
in years, he grew in hi& giC^ ai>d became an aBle 
minister;, it being evident that his love for the eternal 
good of mankind, increased with his years, often re^ 
peating in his. public* testimonies that song of the^ an- 
gels to the shepherds, *' Glory to God in the highest, 
oo earth peace ;« good-will towards men." 

Xhus, livings in near unity with his friends, he was 
much employed in the sei*rice of the church, andl 
truly helpful therein. Having earnestly laboured 
tor the good of his fellow creatures, he expressed the 
icdsni deaire oC his. mind to, turn. Qxeo^from darkno^ 



TfiSTIMOKT CONCSRNING W. AM088. Sft 

to light, and from the power of satan unto God; — ^be-) 
ing himself an example of meekness, resignation, pie* 
ty, benevolence and charity; whereby he secured the^ ^ 
general esteem and good^will of those who knew him; 

At the burial of his wife, which was but a few dajns- 
before his departure, when a number of his friends 
and neighbours were assembled on that occasion, as 
he lay od'his bed, he delivered an awakening testi« 
mony; calling their attention in the most pressing and 
moving manner to consider their latter end;-7-that 
their joy of acceptance might be their consolation. 
To a friend who enquired how he was, he said, " My 
greatest desire is to be with my denr and suiSering 
Lord." 

This, our beloved friend, during the course of a 
very long life, continued to support the various testi- 
monies which he was called to bear, to the edification 
and encouragement of many. 

He departed this life, on the 26th day of 2d month, 
1814, and was gathered SiS a shock of corn, fully ripe, 
in Hie 97th year of his age; having been a minister 
about seventy years. He was decently buried in the 
family burying place, attended by a large number of 
his friends and neighbours. 

Signed on the 27th of the 9th month, 1815, on be* 
half of the monthly meeting aforesaid, by 

THOMAS SCOTT, Clerk at this Hme. 

MINUTE. 
^< At a ninthly meeting held at Falmouth (En- 
glwid) this 2d day of 11th month, 1673, Friends haY* 
ing met together in the fear of the Lord, found all 
things welly and in order; and so departed in IoY6| 
the glory, who is Uessed foie?er." 
3* 
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Few hare been the opportunities) thou and«r 
bavehady (of latter time) of social, solid conversation; 
I ba^e,. nevertheless^ often had thee in my remem* 
brance, with sincere desires that thou mayest be pre* 
served steadfast in declining life. Thou wast called 
in thy youtb&il days, as- the disciples were, and like 
them, left all to follow the blessed Jesus; and like 
.them<, had to say,, that nothing was lacking. Thou 
hast travelled over most part of the United States, 
withithe glad tidings of ihe gpspeL in thy mouth, in 
great abouhdings. Many have been able to set their 
seals to the truths thou hast had to proclaim. If, af- 
ter a dispensation of this sort, the Master should be 
pleased to call thee into a dispensation of silent suffer- , 
ing, think it not strange. Paul was tried with want ; 
and I think he says, he had learned <<to be content." 
X have neady sympathised with thee in thy outward 
conflicts,, but feel no advice on that head, only to re- 
member this,, that the kindness of our Heavenly 
Father is such, that he will open ways, where none 
appear, to his dependant children, in things apper- 
taining tothis life, asiwell as those of eternal duration. 
Dear friend, I feel niy mind dipped in secret tra- 
vail for the prosperity of truth,, as. held fiorth by us, 
and the preservation of Its ministers in a pailicular 
manner. I have sometimes thought I have found 
thee, like John in prison, under discouragement, and 
i have feU stsong desires that patience might have 
its perfec1fwojk.in ^iee:.then I doubt not, thy bow 
will agaihs bo^stvung ia strength, and thy evening sun. 
mkixt ^ciacne^^. I knaw it ia a great thing to be^ 
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rightly qualified to judge of the ministry ; nothing 
short of a measure of the same spirit, and deep dwelling; 
tinder its influence, can enable to travail with it, know 
when it rises, continues and ends in life,— and quali^ 
fy the faithful watchers to warn in wisdom, when 
there is a straying from the, life, I often mourn, on 
my own account, the deficiency I feel; yet not with*- 
out hope that there are yet preserved among us, 
nursing fathers and mothers, and a living ministry ;and 
my faith isj. that whilst ministers and elders keep on 
the foundation, satan's efforts to overthrow the society 
will be in vain.. So that I seem .a9 if I might close 
tills letter with the language of encouragement, -^be 
of good cheer, i believe thou hast fought a good fight; 
and although' many roCks and shoals may be near thy 
landing, as thou art careful to eye the Pilot, he wilL 
bring thee safe to the haven of rest 

OLIVER »PAXSON^ 
9th month 22d, 1801. 



To John Simpson, OHia. 

New Hope,5thqf4thmo. 181JU 

DEAR PRIENB, 

I have had a share of thy kind remembrance, wiCh* 
many other friends in the place of thy nativity, which 
1 have no doubt has been gladly received by all t^ie 
friends thoa hast written to; and I thought I felt un- 
der some obligation to answer thee^ Butii alas !' what 
shall I say? When I think of writing a letter of so- 
cial friendship, there is a subject that more or less^ 
tor fifty years, hath exercised my mind, and greatly- 
90% of latter times;.— 4bat is, the situation of the natim: 
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Indians, unto whom this great and populous coucrtry 
once belonged. 

Thou hast often heard and read of the wars in New 
England and Virginia, in making conquests over them, 
and taking their lands. Not so, when William Fenn 
came to Pennsylvania; — ^a man who had learned his 
Master's lesson, '< to do unto all men as he would 
they should do unto him.'' This made his name 
honourable among the Indians, and it remains so to 
the present time. But after some time^ one of his 
successors, not keeping strictly to this i^ule, over- 
reached them in a purchase, in an extraordinary (or 
shall I say extravagant) day's walk; and they re- 
venged it many years afterward, when an Opportuni- 
ty ofifered, by killing and taking into captivity, many 
of the white inhabitants. Thou and I can remember 
these things. How our very ears were nlade to tin- 
gle! 

Well, time passed on, till the revolutionary war 
began. The poor Indians hardly knew what part to 
take, fearing they should lose all their country in the 
quarrel between nations of white people; especially 
if it should turn in favour of the United States (as it 
finally did); and some of the Seneca Chiefs addressed 
General Washington near the close of the war, made 
their submission, and remain peaceably on their re- 
iervations in the State of New York. 

What comes next to be considered, is the state of 
the country thou livest in. About this time, the 
white people near the Ohio river went over^ and made 
settlements on their lands. They complained of thftir 
land and game being taken from them, and found bo 
redress. At length, they took up the hatchet^ a&d 
•kirmiahing on both sidea of the river tnsued* Tbe 
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President by this time, thought it his duty to endea- 
vour to put a stop to it, and appointed commissioners 
to treat of peace, and purchase iheis land. They met, 
divers Friends attending^ vi2» John Parrish, Joseph 
Moore, Jacob Lindley, and some others. The Indians 
appeared in a hostile, angry mood, and told the com- 
missioners, they would sell them no land;,— but re* 
quired them to remove the white people that were 
already settled over the river. The treaty broke up, 
without doing any thing, and hostilities continued: 
in consequence of which, the President ordered an 
armed force to defend the frontiers, and bring the In- 
diana to terms. - Sinclai? their general. About this 
time the Meeting for Sufferings was sitting, and a 
heavy exercise came over the meeting on this account 
and a committee was appointed to wait on the Presi- 
dent, to intreat him to stay the sword l — which they 
did in a solemn manner, but all in vain. The expe- 
dition was pursued, — ^Sinclair defeated, and many fell 
in battle* But it did not stop here. A greater force 
was raised, and a general appointed, more skilful in 
fighting the Indians, and effectually subdued, them;; 
and many of the rightful owners of the country,, fett 
down slain in battle, in defending their just rights:-^ 
terms of peace were ofiered, which they declare, they 
were forced to accept,, it being a price very inadch 
quate to its value. 

I do not mean by this, to arraign the government 
The United States is a warlike nation^ — and conquests 
.made by the sword, are commonly applied to the ac- 
count of the conquerors . So that in this view of things^ 
it may be considered as an act of generosity in the go- 
vernment, to pay the Indians twenty thousand dollars, 
for S QQUQtry wQjcth an bundr^d times that siuo* SujL 
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this wont do for thee nor tnty who profess to be re- 
deemed from the spirit of war, so as not even to buy 
a coat, if we know it to be a prize article. Thou may 
remember the concern brought on our Yearly Meeting 
by a few families of Friends in Virginia, who were 
settled on land not fairly bought of the Indians, and a 
^um of money was finally raised by Friends in Phila- 
delphia, as a compensation, which had a good effect 
among the tribes. 

I must close this singular epistle, by just observing, 
that when thou wast concerned some years ago, to 
puUish the glad tidings of the Gospel of peace and 
salvation^ to the inhabitants of Ohio, my heart went 
with thee. And had that been thy sole concern when 
thou went last, I could again have said. Amen. ' But 
when I took a view of thy wife and children, going 
with thee to settle in the country, to buy and sell, and 
get gain, I was not able to go thy pace. My heart is, 
nevertheless, filled with tender affection ancV sympa- 
thy for thee, thy dear wife, and her children; and I 
•am persuaded, thou hast not seen the thing in the 
light I view it, or thou would hardly have taken so 
much pains to induce Friends to settle, in such num- 
bers, in a land obtained in the manner J. have men- 
tioned. Naboth must die, because he refused to sell 
his inheritance to Ahab; though Ahab offered to give 
him the worth of it in money, or give him a better for 
it; yet he would not sell it. Mark the sequel. If 
the Province of Pennsylvania must be visited with 
the horrors of an Indian War, — ^many of its inhabi- 
tants slain, and many carried into captivity — for one 
inan*s offence^ in overreaching the Indians in the 
purchase of land from them; — ^what may we then ex- 
pect in the instance before us ? The Indians did re* 
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fuse taseU their iaJjeritance, till many of them wwe 
slain, and they were compelled to it And woidd it 
he a strange thing, if an opportunity should offer for 
Ike Indians to revenge their wrongs — if the earth, that 
hath opened its mouth to receive the blood of the right- 
ful owners of the soil, should again open its mouth to 
receive the blood of the white inhabitants? Which judg- 
ment may be averted by acts of righteousness, is the; 
aincere desire of my soul. From thy friend, 

OLIVER PAXSON. 



S!ome expressions and account of .Ann Yamallf 
tmfe of Nathan, of Philadelphia, during her 
last illness. 

At various times, and often during the early part 
of her confinement, she spoke of the mercy and 
goodness of God, and it was given her to feel that 
her soul should rest in peace — repeatedly saying 
that her day's work was done, and that the world 
and the things of it, were of vety little consequence^ 
to her; that it now only remained for her to keep 
up the watch; which she frequently said must be at- 
tended to, even to the end of time; often observing, 
that she saw the necessity of it daily. Thus her 
precious mind was kept in much tranquillity, even 
under extreme suffering, through coughing; never 
being heard to repine at her allotment. 

She several times recommended her young friends 
who visited her, to lives of dedication. On first day, 
19th of 11th month, her brother B. H. Y. and wife, 
with their little children, whom she had wished to 
aee, were in the room; after kissijig the children^ 
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riie broke forth very sweetly, sayiagi ''rnayyon^ 
my dear brother and sister, be favoured to bring up 
yeur children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Oh! may yeu be strengthened to go in and 
out rightly before them. I have loved you (she 
said) in life, and my affection continues the san|e 
near death;" adding, <'.all vnll soon be over — a man- 
rion of rest is prepai^d for me.'* 

On third day, the 2l8t, she was led to give salutary 
advice to her nephew, R. F. exhorting him in all 
his dealings among men, to keep within the limits of 
truth, and to be directed by its dictates; desiring him 
89 to live, that when prostrated on such a bed of 
languishing as hers, he might witness that all things 
had been rightly directed, saying, ♦* if we liye to the 
desh, we shall reap corruption; but if to the spirit^ 
life-everlasting. My dear nephew, (added she) I 
believe thou art innocent, and I want thee, to con- 
tinue so. '' The 241h, she asked if there ^as a pas» 
sage of Scripture something after this manner: — 
*<I will send thee help from my Sanctuary, and 
strengthen thee out of Zion;" saying, this language 
had sweetly comforted her with the renewed evi- 
dence of good. Soon after this, her mind witnessed 
a season of very great stripping, so that faith and pa- 
tience were nearly tried for several days; but through 
this conflicting season, it pleased Divine Goodness 
that her faith, though tried, should not fail. She 
therefore said it was a dispensation to purify her still 
xnore. Thus maintaining her confidence, she expe- 
rienced the foregoing language verified, viz. ** I will 
send thee help from my sanctuary, and strengthen 
thee out of Zion." She was given renewedly to 
rejoi<se vol the appearance of the Beloved of Souls; 
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ftnd It W;^ evident that her tronsohttions from tiiis 

time Were more abundant On firft day evenings 

loth of ISth month, she - requested those around her 

t» sft stiH, observing she wiEJhed a solemn si* 

lence to be felt* . After (he minds of those who 

were present had "been sweeftly tendered^ and dipped 

Vrth her in sympathy and gratitude, she said, she did 

•not wish improperly to detain, neither did she wish 

to forecltjse any thirrg^that any one had to ofier; Iral. * 

that she had wished to feel the Lord near, which had 

been granted^ at least to tire tsomfortlug of her owii 

soul. lifany times through the week she fervently 

supplicated the Lord her God, and often exclaimed; 

^*Come, Lord; thy servant is, I believe, ready .^^ 

X)n sixth day afternoon, she said to her sister, R. P. 

** Dear sistjer, 1 am anticipating the joys of Heaven/* 

t3n 7th day morning it being evident her close was 

near, her connexions were sent for, and after her 

parents and some of her neices had entered the room^ 

she said, ^^ dear friends, don't be anxious about me, 

my day's work is done. I could say much to the 

glory of God, but for shortness of breathy but may - 

his name be glorified iind adored by all, now and for 

ever.'^ Thus even when the liand of death was upon 

her, her mind was borne so above the conflict of 

the body, which at times was not slight, as fre* 

quently to utter expressions of praise to her Maker^ 

lier heart also glowing with love to all around her: 

and although at times unable to connect many sen* 

tences, yet those she uttered w^re precious. She 

^enquired for two of her sisters, by turns, and passing 

as it were her last benediction on them, desired that 

the Lord would bless them. A very short time be;* 

tore she expired^ she 1o<Al one of her sisters round 

4 
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the neck and said, ^sister, Hove thee dearly: which 
words were spoken emphatically— ysnd soon after 
said, *^ I am dying;" and in less than five minutes 
sweetly breathed her last; leaving this scene of con* 
flict for another and a better world. 

She departed this life on the morning of the 17th 
of I2th month, 1820, at half an hour before one 
o'clock, and no doubt her purified spirit has joined 
the angelic choir, in singing praises to the Lord'Grod 
and the Lamb. J. G» S. 



Soliloquy an Worldly Mindedness. 

Oh, my soul! how much of thy time is taken up * 
widi the cares of this world, as though thou con- 
siderest this earth as thy abiding home, and wast 
always to inhabit this tabernacle of clay! How art 
thou daily placing thy affections on things below, 
even those very things, unto which thou must shortly 
bid an eternal adieu! Hast thou not had experience 
sufficient to convince thee, that all this world afibrdeth 
will not satisfy the delires of an immortal soul? that 
nothing short of an humble walking and daily com- 
munion with thy God, can yield thee a firni and last- 
ing peace? Strive, then, to disengage thy mind from \ 
objects, which must fade and die. Oh! let it be thy 
daily care, and most earnest desire, to place thy afiec- 
tions on thy Creator. If thou. Oh my soul! dost 
but comply with His most reasonable requirements, 
He will be unto thee a spring and source of never- 
failing joys. Art not thou, although unworthy, 
made to experience His loving kindness and tender 
mercy, from day to day? .And, oh! how little art 
thou afiected with such unmerited goodness! Oh 
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thou most merciful High Priest, suffisr me no longer 
to add this vile sin of ingratitude to all my other 
offences^ but whilst the worldling is searching for 
happiness in this life, may it be my care to prepare 
Tor a better. Knowing that this house of clay will 
shortly be dissolved, let me seek earnestly to obtain 
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heayens. 
Mayest thou. Oh my soul! crave nothing more of 
this world's goods, than thy gracious benefactor sees 
meet in his wisdom to bestow on thee; but rather 
let me desire and long for a greater conformity to his 
divine image, that I may be enabled with delight to 
contemplate on that happy moment, when my soul,' 
released from the snares of a seducing world, shall 
serve thee in perfect purity and love. After which 
happy state, oh! cause me daily to aspire, and by 
thy sanctifying grace, prepare me, for thy dear Son's 
sake. Amen. 

Written by Hannah Trip, a religious young wo- 
man of Stonington, Connecticut, a few months be- 
fore her death — being sixteen years of age. In her, 
last Illness, being asked how death appeared to her^i 
she replied^ ^< very solemn, but without terror." 



Letter from Edward Stabkr^ 

Jikxandriay Wth mo. 22d^ 1830. 
Thy kind and affectionate letter, which I have' 
many times perused since I parted with thee, remains 
yet unanswered. But, my dear A. I feel grateful 
that I am counted worthy to be an object of thy pure 
and affectionate attachment;-— and would gladly 
make more than 9l/uII return, by adding^ (if it were 
in mjr power,) to reciprocal attachment^ an inerea»- 
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od knowledge of the ineaM by which thy happiness 
may be enlarged and perfected. The things of time 
have aB unquestionable influence, to a certain extent^ 
XXL the all-important concern of human happiness; — 
but when I look to these, and to that portion of thy 
being,, which is connected with them, I cannot per- 
ceive any deficiency* Thou hast affectionate and 
wise paxents, brothers^ aad a sister, and a numeroua 
train of friends,, who love thee tefiderly, and are be- 
loved by thee; with as mueh of the good things of 
this world as supply all thy wants. And though I 
nay oppose the general sentiment of mankind, I am 
nevertheless assuredly persuaded, that the increase of 
these to any possible extent, would most probably in- 
crease thy perplexity and vexation, but could not eiH 
large thy happiness. Thou bast already then, my 
dear child, all that this world can give thee in rela- 
tion to the " end and aim^' of thy existence But 
tboi» art aware» from every days experience, that per- 
fect as the operation of these things are, io their 
assigned depaitmexi.t, there is a VQidy which oo amount 
of temporaj possessions caji in any degree lUI oi: 
satisfy* This vacuum (like thirst, which cannot b& 
slaked by food, though the latter is a perfect remedy 
for hunger) proves the existence of appetites, which 
require something for their gratification,^ that the 
material world cannot supply^ Can it be supposed, 
my dear, that these cravings hav^ po ^propi^ate 
abject? Cai^ our heavenly Father h^ve ba^tow^d 
them for tho purpose of torment? His beneficence ia 
iJl other oases, demonstrates the impiety and 
i^bflurdity of such a supposition: — and the existenpQ 
of << another world,'' abounding in congenial realities^ 
f(bi€h 9tr^ as capable to $atisf;^ theae desires^— a9 foq4 
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and drink are to allay hunger and thirst, is a truth 
supported alike bj reason, scripture,, and experience. 
But, unhappily, too many of the children of men 
do not perceive this; — and when disappointed of the 
effects which they expected from a smaller accu- 
mulation of temporal goods, they press after a larger: 
the acquisition of whiqh increases the ardour of desire, 
instead of satisfying it. And in that careeri there 
never was found a resting place; but all is ocean, 
^ver fitrctuating, and always tumultuous! The soul, 
in the mean time, like the dove sent forth from 
Noah's aik, finds no repose^ no> peace. This pro* 
duces a condition, similar to the state of the Jews, 
when they were visited by the Saviotirf in a body 
prepared for the purpose. Their attention was alto- 
gether absorbed by things extraneous from themselvea^ 
Their law> their religion,^ their observances, were all 
outward; and the rewards which were promised, and 
tlie penalties which were threatened— were , all in 
accordance with the lawj and the nature^ to which 
theywei'e addressed. But after fulfilling all mocal 
and natural righteousness (which none of them could 
dOf) he directed their attention to a << kingdom of 
Grod within them;'' which according, to his Apostle^i 
consisted << not in wordy but in pofwerP It was by 
this power only, that '^ all righteousness" was ful- 
filled in him; and their dependence upon other , and 
tnodequate causes, was the reason why none of them, 
^fulfilled the law.'^ Much less then^ could they 
fulfil all righteotisnesSf by Ite use of means which 
were unequal to the achievelMntof the lowest orders 
of rectitude. Their goodness therefore, was emi- 
nently defective^ and thipir happiness not. more^ 
perfect 
4» 
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The Mtme ooniequenees neeessarily result fitMB 
iiiBitttr eaoaes, in all agen; because human nature is 
At way i eMentially the same ;^— and principles are un- 
chattgeable. If an outward law^ and religion^ and 
MtageSy oould only produoe for the Jews, a eonditioo 
ao degraded and imperfeot, they cannot do more for 
9s; seeing that they relate only to the oiitward oiaii 
••-^he creature of flesh and blood. But the soul (or 
spiritual creature) is an inhabitant of tlie other world, 
and capable of a sublime intercourse with '* mouat 
SioD| and the city of the living God-^^-the heaTenly 
Jerusalem; and with the innumerable company of 
angels,*— and with God the Judge of all, and thQ 
apilits of just men made perfe^ — ^and with Jesus, the 
iQCdlator of the new covenant, and with the blood of 
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that 
of Abel." The^eare all spiritual realities, congenial 
with th^ fOul, and capable to be perceived by it« 
And they are transiently perceived by thousands wha 
deem them common things because they do not 
tttend to their operations, nor mark their tendencieSy 
uor fc^kiw their ineitementSL The blessed Jesus, 
our holy example, << was in all points tempted like 
tM we are;" but was preserved free from Hn: And 
tl^QUgh the commencement of his earthly career, was 
}n a 9tabhj his progress was distinguished by i^ cqb* 
tiaual increiifie of wisdom, goodness and power; and 
liis end was erowned with a triumphant conquest 
dlfrer every principle of evil. All this was ao^ 
(Miplished by his obedience to that eternal, un* 
dmbgeable spirit, which *<eonvinces the world. of sin, 
eiPrighleoi}«)ess, and of judgment/' It is therefoK, 
liynttending to the import ^ these convictions^ that 
Hr^ cfti^ b^^Qin^ ^< iikehim,^* smd experience asi3Bubar 
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ptogjteBBf fermioatiDg in the same glorious attainment. 
^^ Unto him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 
-me in my throne^ even as I also overcame, and am 
set iown with my Father in his throne." 

It is by this process only that the << heavens become 
opened^'^ and we come to perceive the true import of 
the writings of the holy men of old, in the Scriptures;. 
Btkd that they do not relate to a world and a kingdom^ 
either outward or a/ar off; but they are all near at 
iiandi even at the **very door*' of t)ur hee^s; — ac- 
companying us during our daily emi^oyments, ahd 
Jis \re are'sititing in our houses, and as we are walk- 
ing by the way, and as we are lying down, and rising 
up. And the divine visitant (omnipresent to all the 
circumstances which relate to our weal or tvoe) opens 
to our understandings, the good and evil of every 
4ioncern, both of mind and body: And blessed are 
aO they who lay the government on his shoulders^ 
and <^are not ojSended in him/' 

My best love salutes thy d^i* parents^ brothers, 
and sister — dear 8. P. and all my friends in your 
neighbourhood. For thyself, thou knowest the tender 
affection which inspires the bosom of thy 

EDWARD STABLER: 



Memoir of J(An Baldwin. 

The following short statement of the Kfeof Joliii 
Baldwin, was drawn up by aa intimate friend and ac- 
quaintance of the deceased. 

He vt^ born in Downingstown, Gliestef county, in 
the year 1765, where he hath since resided the major 
part of his time* His lather dying, and leat^g Mm 
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in his minority, the care of his mother and the family 
devolved upon him when twdiye or thirteen years of 
age: which care he afiectioDataly extended towards 
her, during her stay in mutability; and he conducted 
himself to general satis&ction. 

He was a member of the society of Friends, and a 
minister in good esteem amongst them, for a number 
of years previous to his decease. Of latter times he 
appeared much interested for those who are not pro- 
fessed members of any religious society; as well as 
others who live somewhat remote from places dfwor- 
ship, and (with the approbation of hi» Friends) he 
frequently appointed meetings for religious worship, 
amongst them, I believe, to his own and their saiis- 
faiction. Abo the people of colour became his peeii- 
fiar care; anrongst whom he bad meetings for worship 
frequently appointed, as well as some private indi- 
vidual labour, to interest then* minds with something 
more substantial, than the dissipated habits that too 
many of them pursnew 

He was a kind husband, a tender parent and a good 
nergbbour; sincere in the promotion of every good 
work, whereunto he believed himself called; a truly 
sympathising friend with those who lay on beds of 
sickness an«E languishing, which was manifested by 
his frequent visits to such. Many who still survive^ 
are very sensible thereof. The community will ex- 
perience a loss m his removal, as well as his near con- 
nexions and the society of which he was a useful mem- 
ben The neighbourhood generally, will feel the 
want of his exemplary society and labours of love. 
But I believe thai our lasa is his everlasting gainp 
and that he now rests in the mansions of blessedness. 
That we way so live and conduct ourselves, as to» 
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UBieet him there, when called from works. t&rewanL^ 
i» the pFeaeiijt seriousi desire of the writei: of thia 
article^ 

He departed this life in said village, after a jshgrt 
CQDfineDEient to his bed, on sixth day, the 2lBt of the 
6th month, 1816, aged nearly fifty*one years; and was 
interred on first day, the 23dy in Friends' burying 
ground in Downingstown; on which oeeasion^ a yerjr 
great concourse of people aasembled, as an evidence 
of the high estimation in which he was held. May 
survivors remember, and profit by his bright example* 



ANCIENT CERTIFICATE; 

To Friends and Brethren, in Pennsylvania^ in 

•America. 

De^r and well beloved brethren and sisters in tb^ 
holy union of Divine love; w^ de$irly salute you ^dl, 
— earnestly desiring that grace, merqy, and peace;--r 
true'love and patience, from God, pur Hes^v^nly Fa- 
ther, s^nd Jesus Christ, the true Light, may be daily 
added to^ and increased ^mong you £^ll. Ap^^Q* 

These may stcquaint you, that ou^ dear apd ^ncjent 
Friends, Jaqies Claypole and Helena his yfii^y h^v^ 
laid before us their intentions, of transportii^g th^m- 
Qelve^^ with several ot their cbildrenji yi^, JV^ary, 
if §leRft| PriscilJ^j, J^arpe?, Nathaniel, GeorgP, wA Jq- 
9eph, intQ Pennsylvania, in America, and desire.4 
from us a certific^jite, according to. (be good prde^ U^ecjl 
fi/npfigstus in such cas^: 

These are (tierefpre tq certify concerpiQ^ (he sai4 
J^me^ Clfi^ypole and Helena hiai wife, that they hs^vp 
^|IKf4 «^^tii W|in th? loy^ ancl ftUowAip of tt^^i)^. 
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pel, for many years past; — ^and have approved them- 
selves in diligence and faithfulness, in tiieir testimony 
to the Truth, in and through all the sufferings and 
trials that have come upon us, and attend us at this 
day. And in all other services of truth, they have 
freely, given up themselves according to the gift of 
God, and ability given them; and have constantly 
frequented our six weeks' meetings, men's and wo- 
men's meetings, and any other services that Truth 
hath called them unto; — as many of you can testify 
on their behalf. So we hope, and desire you will re- 
ceive them in the same love and tenderness, in which 
fhey parted from us; — that the blessings of God Al- 
mighty may rest upon you and them^ — and we may 
have true unity and fellowship in God'a Holy Spirit 
^h-you, though i^bsent in body* ' 

And whereas their three daughters^ above named,, 
are grown, and growing up to women's estate; and if 
it should please God, that they should alter their con* 
ditions, and marry in your country; to prevent fur- 
ther troubJe. of sending here for certificates, we have 
enquired, and examined them severally, and do find 
that they are clear from all engagements unto any 
person or persons here; — ^and their conversation^ ia-» 
nocent, so far as we know. So, desiring that the 
Lord may preserve them in .unity with himself, and 
his faithful people, that his blessings and sweet prea^- 
ence may attend them and theirs forever,<r-^we rest 
your dear Friends and brethren, in the love and fel- 
lowship of the gospel of peace. 

From our Monthly meeting at the Bull and Mouth 
in the city of London, the 11th of the 2d month, 
1688, Francis Stamper, Elizabeth Fullove, Thomas 
Witchell, Bridget Ford, Susanna Milnor, Nathaniel 
MarkSj^ and twenty othbr names^ 
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History — Yearly meeting qf Friends, fyc* 

It appears by the records, that the first Yearly 
Meeting for the provinces of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, was held at Burlington, in the house of 
Thomas Gardiner, the 31st of the 6th month, 168k, 

At the Yearly Meeting held in 1682, it was "ad* 
vised, that male and female, both young and old, who 
make mention of the name of the Lord, may all take 
heed, that Ihey be not found in wearing superfluity of 
apparel, nor immoderate or unseemly taking of to*^ . 
bacco; also selling of needless things, whereby any 
may take occasion of ^offence justly; but that we all 
may be found to be kept within the bounds of mode- 
ration, and within the bounds of the spirit of Truth; 
and may be known to be governed by the Truth in 
all concerns; so shall we be to the glory of God and 
the comfort one of another/' 

In the year 1685, it was unanimously agreed and 
eoncluded by the Yearly Meeting, that there be but 
one Yearly and General Meeting in Pennsylvania and 
West Jersey — to be held the next year at Burlington 
on the first first-day of the 7th month, for worship; 
and the fourth day to be for the Men's and Women's 
Meetings. The yearfollowing'to be held at Phila- 
delphia, on the same day of the same month, and to 
continue the same time, alternately at both places. 

At the Yearly Meeting, 1683, it was agreed that 
the one Monthly Meeting heretofore held in Bucks 
county, be divided into two, and to hold a Quarter 
£Quarterly Meeting.] One Monthly Meeting to be 
held about Neshaminah, the other near the River. 

Bucks Quarterly Meeting was first held at the house 
of William Biles, the 7th of the 3d month, 1684, and 
at the second Quarterly. Meeting it was agreed "that 
Friends ought not to sell rum to the Indians." 



A record xX fhe 291ii of 9ft months 1686, states <'a 
Women's ^imrterty Meeting h settled at William 
Btddle'fly iti the province of West Jersey, and county 
t>r Burftngton, &c. for the propagating and contina- 
ingln practice that good order established among iis 
in t>ur native country, (viz.) Old England, for the 
governing and good orderingof Truth's affairs, which 
hath (in the wisdom of God,) [been] seen, and yet is 
seen meet and of necessity to be practised."^ 

In the Yearly Meeting, 1688, a paper was present- 
ed by some German Friends concerning the lawful- 
ness and unlawfulness of buying and keeping of Ne- 
groes. It was adjudged not to be so proper for the 
Meeting to fi^ve a judgment on the case, it having so 
general a relation to many other parts^and therefore 
at present they forbear it 

John Wigham to Martha South* 

Edinburgh^ 4th month 2Sth, 1801. 

DEAH MARTHA, 

Though I have little to say to thee, 1 have 
love in my heart for thee; and my dear Betty intend- 
ing to be at the yearly meeting, can bring this line, 
without cost, to tell thee so. 

Pilgrims, thou knows, have not always a smooth 
road, but they expect a recompense at \he end; and 
if they can get a little of the ** brook by the way,'* 
just to enable them to struggle on, its enough: — and 
sometimes the salutation of a fellow-pilgrim has a re-^ 
viving influence on the drooping raind;— if it be but 
like a pointing forward with a finger, an e^ressrve 
language, "hold on! behold the prize! Thy captain 
isalso at thy right hand j he will be the stacbility <tf 
thy times .»' Dear sister, farewell. Thy poor 

J. WIOHAM. 
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Tlie meipory of the jnst is blessed. — Prov. x, 7. 

(rather up the fragments that mmain, that nothing be lost 

John vL tX 
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Voi. I. FIFTH MONTH, 1831. No. 2. 
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MEMOIRS OP JAMES THORNTON. , 

In the preceding number of this work, a brief 
sketch of the life of James Thornton was inserted. 
The reader is now presented with additional memoirs, 
and some of his epistolary correspondence, exhibit- 
ing a further view of his character, and of his labours 
of love for the welfare of his fellow creatures. 

By the minutes of Abington monthly meeting, it 
a{^ars that James Thornton and Mary Knight, laid 
their intentions of marriage before that meeting, the 
30th of 7th mo. 1751; and it is most probable they 
were married in the 9th month following. As James 
lived at Bristol, his rigl^t of membership was at the 
Falls. This, however, was transferred by a certifi- 
cate from that meeting to Abington, m the early part 
of the year 1753, '' recommending him as a friend, 
whose conversation was exemplary, and with whose 
ministry Friends had unity." 

About the year 1758, Oxford preparative meeting 
became so small and weak, as to claim the attention 
of the monthly meeting ; and in the 8th month, James 
Thornton, with a number of other Friends, was ap- 
pointed to attend said meeting. Abington monthly 
meeting was then large, but it appears that Friends 

Vol, 1—5 4U 
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ad<q>ted the apostolic advice, to ** lay hands suddenfy 
on no man«'' / 

In the first month, 1759, James was again put on 
the committee of care over that meeting, and in the 
month following, h^ and Edward Parry were ap- 
pointed to join die monthly meeting's committee, in a 
family visit, which was reported in the 1st month, 
1760, to be " generally gone through with, to good 
satisfaction." 

Hitherto it does not aj[>pear that James Thornton 
had travelled in the line of the ministry, further than 
to neighbouring meetings ; but in the 3d month 1760, 
he opened a prospect " to visit some meetings in the 
county of Chester, and also of his purpose to attend 
West River Yearly Meeting, desiring the concurrence 
and certificate of the meeting :" which obtained the 
unity of Friends, so that a certificate was obtained for 
him at the next monthly meeting ; and in the 6tb 
month following, he produced a few lines from Friends 
of said Yearly Meeting, stating that his doctrine was 
well received, and his conversation and conduct, ex- 
emplary and edifying. 

For some years, he appears to have travelled little, 
and the monthly meeting records are silent respecting 
his religious labours, except naming him on a com- 
mittee to visit a member who bad bought a slave^ in 
the year 1763. 

The 30th of 4th month, 1770, the following certijR- 
cate was granted him, addressed to the Yearly 
Meeting, to be held at Flushing, on Long Island :— -• 
♦• Our esteemed friend, James Thornton, acquaint- 
ing this meeting of a concern being on his mind to be 
at your next Yearly Meeting at Flushing ; also, of 
falling in with meetings as he goes along ; these may 
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infomi you, that be is a friend .well beloved — ^his mm* 
isiry well received amongst us, and that we have- good 
unity, and do concur with him in his present under- 
taking. Hoping that he, on his return, may have the 
reward of peace in his own bosom, and remain your 
loving friends and brethren.'* 

In the 6th month, he returned the above mmute, 
with an endorsement, signifying that his labours of 
love in the ministry were acceptable to them* 

One important subject that claimed the attention of 
the Yearly Meeting, nearly from its first establish- 
ment, was the visiting of Friends in their particidar 
families; and it is frequently caUed the '^ edifying 
practice of visiting families." Recommendations on 
this subject, to the Quarterly and monthly meetingi^ 
were annually renewed, under the impression that it 
was the " means of preventing many growing incon- 
veniences and custcrms amongst us, which it might be 
difficult guarding against, in a more public manner.'* 
And it appears to have been the practice, for the pre- 
parative meetings to report the jiames of Friends for 
that service, to the monthly meeting. Hence, in con- 
formity with this custom, Byberry returned James 
Thornton and Thomas Townsend, for the service of 
visiting families, in the 2d mo. 1771. 

In the year 1772, James Thornton again attended 
the Yearly Meeting at West River, in Maryland, 
having the unity of Friends in his undertaking, as ** be» 
ing a Friend whose ministry is well received amongst 
us.'* 

In the 4th month, the year following, he opened a 
concern to visit some meetings in the Jersies, and the 
next Yearly Meeting to be held on Long Island. A 
mmute of recommendation was granted him for the 
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purpose, which he returned in the 6th month follow- 
ing, with endorsement, signifying his visit was verj 
acceptable. 

Another minute, expressive of James Thornton's 
ministry being well received among his friends at 
home, and his life and conversation, agreeable there- 
unto, was furnished him in the 4th mo. 1774, to visit 
some of the back parts of Philadelphia and Chester 
counties. 

It is probable that soon after his return from this 
visit, he made another to his friends in Bucks county, 
where he was so well knovni as not to require a cer- 
tificate of the concurrence of his ^friends at home. 
The following brief and brotherly communication to 
his companion, who was an^lder and Friend in much 
esteem, has reference to this visit 

Ta John Tawnsend. 

Dear Friend — 

Thy example, when on our visit in Bucks, was in- 
structive and useful to me ; and I hope thou hast lost 
nothing, either in character or experience; though 
thou had to bear the weighty exercise of a Christian 
deportment, in a state of watchfulness and patience; it 
being the very ornament of those who are, in sim- 
plicity, engaged in the cause of Truth, and what the 
more constant labourers, in their travels from day to 
day, find beneficial and serviceable. And as thou hast 
had a taste of so interesting a concern, thou mayst 
feel a sympathy for thy fellow servants, and a ferveat 
wish in thy mind for their preservation and stability. 
I am thy real friend, 

James Thorntoit, 
Ith mo. 8tA, 1774. 
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In the spring of the year. 1776, a weighty concern 
spread among Friends, that the members of €(ach par^ 
ticular meeting might be preserved in their proper 
places, in this time o( outward commotion and stir 
ambng the people, (in this once peaceful place,) for 
the canying on of war. This concern resulted in the 
appointment of a solid committee, to visit Friendu in 
their particdar families, in order to extend their bro- 
therly love and sympathy to their fellow members* 
James Thornton was appointed, with ten others, to 
this service. 

In the year 1778, James Thornton joined Samuel 
Bastbum, and a committee, called the Reformation 
Committee, in a visit to ministers, elders, and over- 
seers, within the compass of Abington monthly meet- 
ing. By a subsequent minute, this visit appears to 
have been to good satisfaction, and a hope expressed 
that it would be useful to Friends and their families; 
having been extended to the members of the month- 
ly meeting generally. The same Friends also had 
a meeting of conference with th6 ministers, elderfei, 
and overseers, in relation to the weighty matters un- 
der their care. 

During the time of the revolution in the affairs of 
government. Friends were closely tried, not only by 
distraints and sufferings on account of military requi- 
sitions, but many of their members, through the ex- 
citement of the times, were induced to join the con- 
tending ranks— or to assist in carrying on the war, 
by paying their fines, furnishing forage for the armies, 
&C. These cases occasioned great exercise and reU-* 
giotts labour, with such as violated our. Christian tes- 
timony against war — ^in which .James Thornton wa« 
an active and faithful labourer, and often exerted hizo- 

6* 
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self for 'the relief of his suffering brethren, by his per* 
sonal application to men in power — ^being of an un- 
daunted spirit, and zealous for the promotion of 
righteousness, and the maintenance of the peaceable 
principles of the gospel of Christ On one occasion, it 
is related of him, that when General L. passed through 
Byberry, burning the bams of Friends, and making 
great havoc and devastation, James Thornton not be- 
ing at home, but the next day, returning and finding 
what had been done, he followed the troops to the 
Billet, and demanded of them to see the General 
Some of them endeavoured to dissuade him from go- 
ing into the room where he was, with other officers ; 
alleging the danger and risk of his own personal safe- 
ty, in such an intrusion ; but James was not to be de- 
terred through the fear of man, in endeavouring to 
fulfil his religious duty — ^he therefore unceremoniously 
entered the room, and the General and officers appear- 
ed so struck with his intrepid and solid countenance, 
that §.n opportunity was furnished him for addressing 
them, and particularly General L. on the subject of 
his wantonly destroying by fire the property of his 
neighbours; which remonstrance and address so pow- 
erfully arrested the feelings of the warrior that he 
trembled exceedingly^ When he had thus relieved 
his mind, he left them and returned home in peace — 
unmolested. 

In those days of sore trial and difficulty, much la* 
hour and concern were manifested for the good of the 
members of our religious society ; a view of some of 
the subjects of exercise is presented in the report of a 
Committee, appointed to attend the preparative meet- 
ings with the Extracts from the Minutes of the Yearly 
Meeting; in which it is stated that this labour of lovo 
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"was greatly to edification and comfort — opening Ham 
concern ** that all might be careful to walk circum* 
spectly, now in this day of outward trials and pro- 
bations — that the precious testimony of Truth might 
be maintained and supported by us — and that further 
care ought, in brotherly love, to be extended, to stir 
up the minds of Friends, in a more particular manner, 
than has been in time past, if possible, to bring about 
a more general reformation in respect to the atten- 
dance of our religious meietings, and a becoming be- 
haviour therein ; — ^the rdigious and moral education 
of our youth ; and to abridge some undue liberties 
^hich long custom hath made too familiar; — and the 
necessity of moderation in our way of living ; that we 
endeavour to be patterns of plainness throughout, in aU 
our lives and conversations ; and that further care for 
the good of the negroes should be continued, and 
that strict justice should be done to them who art 
free ; and that care be taken to see that each particu- 
lar meeting put the discipline of the church in prac* 
tice impartially — and further what may appear neces- 
sary for the good of the whole." 

In the dd month, 1780, a minute of the monthly 
meeting was granted to James Thornton to visit som« 
meetings in West Jersey, and in Chester 'and Lancas- 
ter counties, expressing that he was " in good esteem 
among us, his ministry lively and edifying, and we 
unite with him in said concern " 

After long and persevering labours of love, to clear 
the society from the stain of holding slaves, Abing- 
ton monthly meeting reported in the 7lh month this 
year, " None in slavery among us. The care of 
those set free is urider the care of a committee, who 
we believe are careful to discharge their duty." An- 
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Other subject of leformatioa was the improvement of 
school8---OQ which, report was made that sevei^al 
schools had come into a more regular method, than 
had been the case in times past, and that there was a 
prospect of the young negroes generally, having 
learning. The subject of intemperance, the unneces^ 
sary use of spirituous liquors, and erecting distilleiies 
for the purpose of making those liquors, were also 
noticed, as needing reformation; -and the labours^ of 
friends were so successful, that about this time a re- 
cord was made that none of the members ''keep 
houses of public entertainment, — sell their grain to 
be distilled into spirituous liquors, or use such liquors, 
that are made out of grain." 

James Thornton was now in the full vigour of his 
life, an active, energetic and faithful labourer, for the 
advancement of the work of righteousness, and the 
improvement and welfare of his fellow creatures-^ 
and especially on those subjects which engaged the 
public attention of. the society. 

In the 2d month of the year 1781, he opened to 
his friends a weighty concern, resting on his mind, 
to visit friends in New England, and parts adjacent, 
on Truth's account After solidly weighing this con- 
cern, the meeting united therewith, and gave him a 
certificate for the purpose. On his return from this 
visit in the 9th month following, he gave a brief nar- 
rative of his procedure therein, which was to edifi- 
cation. He also produced certificates of the good 
satisfaction of Friends, both with his labour of love 
in the ministry, and in the discipline of the church, 
from the Yearly Meeting of New England, held at. 
Smithfield, in the 6th month — ^from the Quarterly 
meeting held at Falmouth; and from the monthly 
' of Nantucket, Dartn^outh, and Swanzey. 
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The following letters, one while in New England^ 
on this visit of love, and the other soon after his re- 
turn, are thought proper to be presented to the reader, 
as characteristic of the author's feelings and views at 
the time. 

TO MART THORNTON. 

Providence, I6th of 5th months 1781. 
Mr Dear, — 

I feel my mind disposed to inform thee, that I am 
well in hesQth, as usual ; and am desirous to attend to 
my present concern, that I may be clear of what may 
be laid upon me. I find great openness among the 
people; and believe the present trying dispensation 
•will produce some good effects in many. My mind 
is often turned towards thee, in near sympathy with 
thee, in thy lot, and I hope thou wilt be preserved in 
a steady dependence upon the Lord for help; who 
ivill be found of all those that seek him. I trust thou 
hast experienced him to be near in the needful time« 
to thy encouragement to look forward ; nothing doubts 
ing, but all will be well, as we keep a single eye to 
ilim in all our engagements through life. 

I am now about to take some meetings in this and 
next week, in our way to Rhode Island; and so back 
again to the Yearly Meeting, which will be held at 
Smithfield, not far from this place, to begin about two 
weeks hence. After the Yearly Meeting, prc^se 
for that at Nantucket, which will be held there, in 
two weeks following. From Nantucket, we propose 
to take the meetings to the eastward ; how many, or 
how far we may go eastward, is unknown. I have 
no desire to be from home, longer than may be best 
for me. J thought ic right to embrace this opportuni- 
ty, to let thee know we are on our way ; and zx% 



68 MExotRS or 

aatisfied we are in the discharge of our duty ; hav- 
ing, as far as we have come, peace of mind ; \irfaich 
is a confirming evidence that we are so far right. I 
wrote two letters, and sent forward before this, and 
hope thou hast received them ; and could be glad of 
a few lines from thee, expressive of your states and 
conditions since my absence. Thou may direct to 
Moses Brown's care, at whose house I now am» and 
he will be mindful to send them to me. I remain, 
with love to thee and children, and friends gen<$ra}> 
)y» thy loving husband, Jaiibs Thmintow. 

TO MOSES BROWir, PROVIDSITCB, NEW SVCO^ABO* ' 

Bybmry, SOtA of ICttft manti^^ 17B4^ 
Deae Frieitd, — ^I got home on the . 6th of 9th 
monUi, found my family well, and viras ^adly xieceiv* 
ed by them, which was very acceptable to me. I 
have thought thou would be pleased to hear of my 
safety home. I am poOT in spirit-^-of no thoi^ht 
about my sertrice in your country ; it seems as though 
I was of no use among you. However, I feel ealm^ 
and easy in spirit, being given up to the Lord's dis* 
posaL I have wished to remember Friends in your 
parts, in the line of gospel love ; but am much diot 
tq). I trust the Lord will show mercy to my poor 
soul ; as I have had a desire from my youth up» to be 
found faithful to him; and at times, have esqperienced 
the flowings in of Divine peace. Many deep bap- 
tisms, I have passed through in my way homewards; 
and was ready to think I had laboured in vain.. I 
hope to stand still, until the Lord opea my w4y. I 
I see nothing. It is ^th me as though I never had 
bean acquainted with the springs of life. 
May thouf my dear friend^ live near the Lord, and 
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know a persevering in the light, which h^ sprung 

up in thee, that thou mayst see more light; whereby 

thou mayest be instrumental of good amongst the 

people, and more and more abound, in a real enjoy* 

ment of Divine peace. May the Lord bless thee in 

the way, he in mercy has turned thy mind into, and 

increase thy experience of his ever blessed Truth ; 

that it may be abundantly the best treasure to thee 

in this world, and enlarge thy heart, so as to run the 

^vrays of his commandments, with alacrity. The 

condition of the Society, in your parts, requires care. 

May the eye of thy mind be kept steady to the great 

Master. May thou behold the *' fields already white 

to harvest" May thou be favored to pray to " the 

Lord of the harvest, that he may send forth more 

labourers." May thou join with those, who are now 

engaged to labour in the great work before you, in 

your country.\ Stand fast in the faith'. Quit thyself 

like one who has arrived to the state of a workman, 

in the great cause of truth and righteousness, that thy 

crown may be sure. Oh! the Crown of immortality 

and eternal life ! My much valued friend, give way 

to the gentle moVings of the Holy Spirit. Press for-. 

ward, in the meekne^ t>f the Lamb, that thou mayest 

obtain th^ victory, fjiobk to the end of the race, to 

the heavenly prize. "What gain is there! — ^what a 

glorious reward for all the labours, exercises, and deep 

baptisms! In passing . irom this unstable, inconstant 

world, with all its glories And honours, — to the world 

to come, to an uninterrupted felicity with the Lord'sf 

people, ranged with tfal3 heavenly host, to praise God, 

who lives forever. 

I am thy respectful friend, 

James Thcantoit. 



00 MEMoms or 

In the 8th month, 1782, Abington monthly meeting 
was divided into two, by reason of the members hav- 
ing become very numerous, and much business aris- 
ing. James Thornton was actively engaged in mak- 
ing the arrangements for the establishment of Hors- 
ham monthly meeting, to be composed of that branch 
and Byberry, and to be held alternately at each 
place. 

In the 5th month, 1783, a minute of approbation 
was issued' by Horsham monthly meeting, for James 
Thornton to make a religious visit to the meetings of 
Friends in Maryland and Virginia. After his return 
from this journey, it doth not appear that he travelled 
farther than to neigbouring meetings, till the 4th 
month, 1786, when he opened to his Friends a con- 
, cem to visit Long Island Yearly Meeting, and some 
others. On this occasion a certificate, was granted 
him, stating that he was a Friend <' whose ministry 
is sound and truly edifying to the living, — ^his life and 
conversation corresponding therewith." 

The following interesting letter from his friend, 
George Dillwyn, was received by him during this 
year, — and we give it a place in these memoirs, be- 
cause it manifests the near unity that subsisted between 
them — as well as exhibits the character and views of 
that truly excellent and honourable Friend* 

TO JAMBS THORNTON, BTBERRY, PEffKSYLVANIA. 

London^ 2d mo. Bth^ 1785. 

DEAR FAIENI), — 

Thine of 7th mo. 26th last, reached me the latter 
end of the 10th month; in the perusal of which, it 
was comfortable to believe, I was favoured with a 
place in thy kind remembrance ^nd good wishes^ 
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This satisfaction had, indeed, often before attended 
my mind in looking towards thee, and particularly 
in some low seasons, which I have not been without 
a share of> since I landed in England ; my prospects 
of service being much confined to this great city and 
its neighborhood ; and here, if I have a right appre- 
hension, things are but low in our society, and the re- 
storation of true Gospel order discouragingly difficult; 
owing, as I think, in a great measure, to the meetings 
being exceedingly loaded with members in indigent 
circumstances, whose concerns being blended with 
the other business, and their relief and support de- 
pending principally upon those in greatest affluence, 
occasions such to be looked to, and to assume more 
sway in the management of the discipline than, ge- 
nerally speaking, they have right qualification for; 
while some of those who are low in the world, and 
able to contribute but little to such occasions, are 
on the other hand, too backward. And thus the gui- 
dance of a wisdom superior to human, appears to be 
but little waited for or attended to, as the rule of ac- 
tion; which makes such meetings rather to resemble 
courts of civil justice, ^an of religious society. Some 
are continued in membership, whose conduct is ex- 
ceptionable, because they are poor, and that to the 
eye of reason, it would look hard to deal strictly with 
them, and expel them in that condition; and others 
are borne with, whose conduct miHtates against the 
testimony, because their pecuniary contributions can 
hardly be dispensed with, in the present state of 
things : which has been such for so long a time back, 
that, with some, who have been disowned for mar- 
rying out, &c. the exertions of a well concerned few, 
in support of the testimony, take the names of bigo^ 

6 
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ry, narrowness of siMrit, and fiery aseal; and several 
anonymous pobGcations have appeared, penned wkh 
considerable art, to show that the payment of iy thes 
allowed to the national ministry, by law, mixed mar- 
riages, dress* and address, are matters in which all 
should be left to the exercise of their own prirate 
freedom ; and that to disown any for these, which are 
not accounted gross immoralities, is to infringe upon 
liberty of conscience, turn persecutors, and prevent 
Christians t>f different denominati<Mis from owning 
each other, and uniting with us in the essentials of 
religion. These arguments, though of no effect on 
those who are really bound to the testimony, yet 
strengthen those who plead for liberty, and examine 
things only by the light of reason, in their errors ; 
and their number being great, it is no small task on 
meetings to make head against them. So diou may- 
est see that if ever the kingdom is restored to the 
house of David, those who are made use of in bring- 
ing it about, must submit to deep baptisms; and suf- 
fer themselves to be led about as blind men, by ways 
that they know not, through conflict and discourage- 
ment, even to dismay. But y^t there is a little rem- 
nant preserved in .most of the meetings, (I hope all») 
4f this city, who are sensible of the state of things, 
and fervently own such exposures as tend to set them 
in a true li^^t; and these, I believe, are on the gain- 
ing hand, and will, in due time, be led forth from the 
wilderness, where they are preparing for service, into 
more extensive and eflfectdal usefuhiess, leaning on 
the proper and alone object of dependence. 

This unreserved communication of the sense I have 
had of the circumstance of society here, and which I 
apprehend is much the same in most parts (but not all) 
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of the country, may seem a little like teOing tales oat 
of school; but as I thought some idea of it would be 
acceptable to thee, and it may be engage thee in sym> 
pathy yrith thy brethren and sisters on this side the 
ocean, still deeper, I thmk not to suppress it, but trust 
it to thy discretion ; yet not wishing thereby to prove 
as one- of the discouraging spies, to any traveller 
whose face may be turned this way. 

I don't know whether & Emlen has yet wrote thee ;, 
but I think I heard him say he had received an accepta- 
ble epistle from thee, since our return from Holland. 
We have lately finished a visit to the families of West- 
minster monthly meeting, to a good tegree of satisfac- 
tion : another is about being engaged in, to those of Rat- 
clijST; but as Samuel is going to Bristol, I am yet doubt- 
ful whether or not he will return to join me in it. If 
he does, it will be a cimifort to me, as we have been 
together in near fellowship hitherto, and his gift is so 
peculiarly adapted to that service; but whether he 
does or not, I am likely to be favoured with the com- 
pany of Deborah Townsend, a valuable Friend of the 
Peel meeting, who has been a considerable time un- 
der the same concern, waiting for an opening* Tho- 
mas Ross, after visiting all the meetings of Friends 
in Ireland, but one» we hear is likely to join deir 
John Pemberton in his line of duty, among strangers ; 
and it is said N. Wain is also bending his course to- 
wards that country from Leicestershire. Mehetabel 
Jenkins was recovered from the small-pox, at the 
house of Samuel Neale. Rebecca's, Wright and 
Jones, are in the north, and there likdy to continue 
through the winter. Patience Bray ton is somewhere 
in Wales; and William Matthews arrived.in London 
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about a week ^;o, but how long to stay, or which 
way he will he steered, I know not All were, by 
the accoioits last received, in usual health, but J. P. 
whose hand was not cured, though in a fair way of 
being 80. 

Since writing the above, Williiun Matthews and 
Samuel Emien, also my brother William, desired to 
be joined in a salutation of love to thee, thy^ mrife 
aqd children, with my wife and self, who are, with 
desires for thy support and comfort, and thy continued 
remembrance of us, 

• Thy affectionate friends, 

6bo. & S« DiLLWTir. 

Hitherto the monthly meetings of Abington and 
Horsham had been constituent parts of Philadelphia 
Quarter ; but at the Yearly Meeting held in the 9th 
month, 1785, it was agreed that Abington Quarterly 
meeting should be established ; of which James Thorn- 
ton became an active and influential member. An 
'tfccount of the opening of this Quaiter is mentioned 
ia his letter to John Pemberton, contained in the fol- 
lowing collection. 

In the Sd month, 1787, James Thornton opened a 
prospect of visiting the Quarterly meeting held at 
Cecil, and some other meetings iii Maryland ; which 
concem was united with, and a minute granted him 
I^ the monthly meeting of Horsham for that purpose. 

Hitherto his labours of love in the work of the 
minifirtiry, had been extended in various directions, 
among his friaids in America; but in the llxh month 
of this year, he spread before the monthly meeting 
a concern that had been ripening in his mind for a 
C0nsiderable time, to make a religious visit to the 
churches in Europe, particularly in Great Britain. 
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On this occasion, a committee was appointed to pre- 
par^ a certificate of the unity of his friends at home;^ 
This was produced and signed in the beginning of 
the 1st month, 1788, and being approved by the Quar- 
terly meeting, as also by the Spring meeting of min- 
isters and elders, held in Philadelphia in the third 
month following, he took an affectionate farewell of 
hifl friends at By berry meeting, on the 18th of the 
5th month, in a pathetic communication, which closed 
with these words, "Farewell! farewell in Christ Je- 
sus.** The following account of his embarkation for 
Europe, was preserved by his dutiful son, James 
Thornton, jun. 

" My dear father lefl his habitation in Byberry, the 
22d day of the 5th month, 1788, and saOed from Phil- 
adelphia- on the 24th following, and 7th of the week, 
about K) o'clock in the morning, in the ship Grange, 
William Roberts, captain, bound for Liverpool, in 
England. Samuel Smith, David Gumming, and my- 
self, went with him in t{fe ship, down to Chester. 
We lodged that night on board. On 1 st day morn- 
ing, we went ashore at the ^wn, breakfasted at 
Henry Graham's, and went to meeting, where was a 
large number of Friends and others, collected from 
Philadelphia, and divers parts of the country* In 
this meeting, my dear father earnestly recommended, 
and pressed both young and old, to a steady attention 
to the swift witness of truth in their own hearts. 

" After meeting, we went to the viridow Withy's, 
where was, to dinner, I suppose, above a hundred 
people. From thence we went again to Henry Gra- 
ham's, where we had, with Friends, a comfortable 
sitting together, for the last time ; and, indeed, a me- 

morable time it was; I believe never to be forgotten 

6* 
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by some in this life; wherein my dear father took 
his leave of Friends in America ; and ^er giving us 
some very seasonable, salutary advice, and gospel ad« 
monition^ in a very solemn and tender manner, affec- 
tionately bid us farewell in the Lord. He went on 
board the ship about six o'clock in the evening, and 
sailed about an hour after.** 

In the annexed collection of his letters, those he 
wrote while on this visit in England, furnish some 
interesting particulars of his travels and labours of 
love in his native land. He returned to his family 
and friends with the reward of peace, in the 10th 
month, 1789, and was received vWth feelings of 
thankfulness and mutual jejoicing, as a brother be- 
loved. 

In the j^th month, 1790, he met with a close trial in 
the decease of his son Joseph, a vdVy promising young 
man, who had been for some time declining with a 
pulmonary complaint; an^ in less than three years 
afiter, he was deprived of his wife, Mary Thornton, 
with whom he had lived in much harmony, for up- 
wards of forty years. Her death occurred in the 4th 
month, 1793. 

After his return from his European voyage and tra- 
vels, James Thornton does not appear to have been 
far from home, in die eiercise of his gift in the min- 
istry, so as to occa^on the concurrence of the month- 
ly meeting. He, however, frequently attended neigh- 
bouring meetings, when his health admitted; and 
during the prevalence of the yellow fever in Phiki- 
delf^a, in the year 1793, accompanied by his daugh- 
ter-in-law, Hannah Thornton, he*attended the Yearly 
Meeting in that city. They were both preserved from 
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the cootagfon [of that awful malady, while a number 
of others wli^ att^iuied that meeting were removed 
by this pestilential disease. 

In the early part of thp 4th month ibllpwingy he 
obtained a minute of the unity of his Frieods to visit 
seme meetings in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
New York states, as "way might open. But in a few 
dmys after, he felt a release in his own mind, from 
this concern, and was shortly after attacked with th^ 
disease which terminated his labours and his exist- 

m 

ence, in this probationary state. A particular account 
of his last illness, and of divers weighty expressions 
which he uttered, was prestrved by his son James, 
and his daughter-in-law, Hannah Thornton, who were 
his affectionate and assiduous attendants to the close; 
being aB follows : — 

Some account of James Thornton, in his last illness^ 
and of divers weighty expressions which he drop' 
fed. 

The 8th of 4th month, 1794, as he was walking to 
and fro, across the room* he expressed that he had 
been under an exercise some time back, respecting 
visiting some places; but now had found a releasor 
and enjoyed a quiet peaceful mind, which he prefer- 
red to every thing else. Soon after which, he found 
himself somewhat poorly, bflft rested pretty well that 
night.' Next morning, went to week-day meeting. 
On his return, the disorder increased rapidly ; he said 
he had much pain, particularly in his breast, and 
about his kidneys. It proved a compUcat6d com- 
plaint, with much of a bilious nature. He retired 
to his room and jpied, chiefly, until sixth day, about 
the 11th ho«ir, when he seemed somewhat relieved. 
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and walked up the lane. On his retuili, Ibe foond his 
disorder increasing upon him again, and remained 
very poorly until the 5th hour, on seventh day mornr 
ing, when he was seized with a violent shakiiig fit« 
which held half an hour ; a profuse sweating follow- 
ed; — and trhen that abated, he somewhat revived. 
Bemg asked how he was, answered, ^'Very poorly;'' 
and said, *^ I have been afllicted from my youth vp« 
with bodily infirmities, and how it may issue now, 
whether in life or death, i»*not essential for me to 
know, as I have a peaceful mind ; and all the world 
would be- nothing without it" He further said, 
*^ Many times, in my younger years, as I have been 
walking to meeting, I have been forced to stop, and 
loan my head against a tree, to rest : and when I first 
stood' up to speak therein, I have felt such a weak- 
ness and dittbiess, that I was scarcely able to stand, 
occasioned by a very heavy pain, down one side of 
my head ; but under the exercise of my gift, strength 
increased inwardly and outwardly. So that I have 
great cause to encourage to be diligent in the att^id- 
ance of meetings, and duties therein." 

On seventh day evening, Peter Yarnall came here. 
About the eleventh hour, same evening, after a very 
poorly day, he was seized with the second fit; at 
which time he desired us not to be anxious about 
him, but learn contentment in our allotments. After a 
spacesj said, " Learn contentment." I'he latter part of 
the night he rested pretty well. Next day, being first 
of the week, an oppression increasing upon his breast, 
made it hard work, although he expressed but little< 
But on going to bed, rested pretty well until a little 
after two o'clock, when a third fit came on. Peter Yar- 
nall being called P{>» he said, ** It is well thee i» h^re^ 



to help* bear up my children in this trying time; but 
Ihey must take up thacross, and they*]lfind» by ezp^ 
rience, it must be done daily." Also said, ** This is 
hard work, but there's a good foundation : that's best 
of alL" Another of the family going up to the bed- 
side, he repeated, ''This is hard work, but there's a 
good foundation; and we experience hard things to be 
made easy, — ^and bitter, sweet '^ At another time, be- 
ing adced how he was, chose not to be disturbsd, but 
said he was quAst and aontented. 

About the ninth hour in ib^ morning, second dliy of 
the week, he seemed much revived, and said he was 
pretty clear of pain, and reliivedfrom the oppression 
at his breast ; which might be discovered by his free- * 
ne'ss in conversaticm. In the afternoon he said, '^i 
have seen that the honour and friendship of this world 
is a great hindrance to the progress of many iif selt- 
l^on; but it is what I have always shunned, or I should 
not have been able to have dealt so plainly, and spoke 
so impartially in meetings, and out, as I have done, 
and stood through it all, to this day." 
f -/ The 15th of 4th month, and third of the wedk, in 
' the evening, he repeated some of John Churchman's 
expressions, respecting the danger of some, sitting 
down the wrong side of the river, and singing : but 
said, ^that vrouldnot do; there must be a labour kept 
up, ami a persevering trough Jordan. Soml&time af- 
ter said, the pleasant prospect of bemg nearly releas- 
ed, he could not 45et'farth with words. It was ai^swer- 
ed; It seems not in our power to do much for thee.. 
He replied, « It's a comfort that my dependence is not 
on man." 

. Fourth of the "Wfeek, he again revived a Httle. A 
young woman4aking her leave of him, to goto meet- 
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11^, he said to her, **1 always attended meetings 
when I could, and now I ameasy;" which he had been 
heard to express divers times before, that he had been 
diligent in doing what he had found to be his duty. 
Storms, nor tompests, nor no other consideration, had 
mndered him bom going on his master's errandg, 
when he could. And further said, that a small com- 
|daint never had kept him back; but frequ^itly he 
had gone, when he thought some would have g<Hie to 
their beds, and that he mostly returned better ; and 
of latter time, when debarred from going out, h& had 
ffi^oyed the fruits of his faithful labours. He further 
said, that he did not remembcx, he had attended a 
meeting, since he had arrived to the years of maturity, 
•but what he had received some satisfaction, more or 
less. When people complained of poor meetings^he 
would say, he believed the faidt often lay upon them- 
selves. He had an aversion to people's complaining 
after that manner, and of their not being able to at- 
tain to such and such a state of mind; he would re- 
ply^ that if they did their part, there was nothing to 
be doubted of. He was one, firm in the true faith, 
without wavering, and Kved near the Fountain of liv* 
ing waters, and often had access thereto, and was fre- 
quently instrumental in watering the churches ; which 
oft times was as the holy oil, or sweet ointment, 
which was spoken of formerly, descending uron the 
drooping spirits ; but was attended with that which 
checked forward unruly ones. The savour whereof 
so sweetened his spirit, that his company was very 
desirable to all that had any love for the blessed cause 
of Truth ; as his common conversation generally had a 
tendency to lead thereto. He was of a kind, afiable 
disposition to all ranks of people, especially those that 
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truth had dUstinguishedy let their outward circumstance 
be as it might 

Oh ! may we be engaged to gather up the fragmenta; 
which will be as a sweet savour to our minds, if we 
are dihgently concerned to walk in his footsteps, ac- 
cording to the talents received ; and may the remem« 
brance thereof never diminish, while we are continu- 
ed in- this inconstant mode of being; that at the close, 
we may have to offer up our accounts as he did> with 

joy- 
On the fifth day, his disorder increasing upon biln, in 

the afternoon he said, ** This is close work ; but I htv« 
a peaceful mind, that makes it up.^ Several difierent 
times, he expressed that his complaint was trying ; but 
it must be remedied by patience. A lethargic condi* 
tiop had been coming on, several days, which then 
occasioned him to be less conversable. 

Sixth day, about twelve o'clock, another violent 
fit seized him, and he expressed nearly as follows : 
** Be still ; be stilL Turn in to the Lord. Cast your 
care upon him ; and if there is a free giving up, he will 
be with you, and keep you through all.'' After a 
pause, said, ** It's joyful. It's joyful. It's all Ijght But 
it's a loss : it's a loss that will be felt by these chil- 
dren. Lord, thou art able to support under every 
trial, and keep thine. There are many difficulties 
to encouiifer, through this inconstant world. All 
that appertains to it is transient and fading The 
Lord bath begun a good work, and he is able to carry 
it on. Look to kim for ability to go forward But 
there must be a total surrender, and giving up to him. 
Keep to meetings. Keep us, we pray thee, Lord i 
Fit and prepare us for thy glorious kingdonu Call 
in thousands, and tens of thousands more, to labour 
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in thy churches, the world over ; for thy ever blessed 
cause sake, for thy son's sake, and for thy seed's sake* 
Cause them to flock to thee, as doves to the windows. 
Be pleased, O Lord, to enable all thy truly* depending 
children, who have no might of their own, to go forth 
conquering, and to conquer, against all oppositions, 
for thy sake, the cause, and blessed seed's sake ; al- 
though their trials ^re, and may be great, yet thou 
alone art able to protect, and carry them through, if 
there is a full dedication of heart to thee ; and also to 
sejiarate the precious from the vile, and give them the 
vfctory over death, hell, and the grave ; so that they 
will be able to sing triumphantly at the close of time 
here, which makes up for all our labours. And we 
pray thee, O Lord, give all those an entrance into thy 
rest, with the Lamb immaculate. Thou art worthy 
of all praises, — hallelujah for ever more. Thou know- 
est, O Lord, that I love thee." 

Then lying still awhile, being queried with how he 
was, said, " Very poorly. Let me be still and quiet," 
and dropped into a doze ; but when he awoke, was 
very weak and low. About the 11th hour at night, 
he- revived a little again. ^ 

Next day, being seventh of the week, on being 
raised up, he said, " Let's take all things patiently." 
In the afternoon, being asked by a friend who had 
just come to see him, how he was, said, " I think this 
has been the deepest sickness that ever I have had, 
but a favoured one." And his faculties brightening 
up, similar to what they usually were, he entered 
upon conversation respecting church affairs. After 
a time, dropped into silence, and a heart-tendering 
time it proved to all then present When the Friends 
took their leave of him, he spoke comfortably to the 
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Friend's wife, also desired him to remember his lo\'e 
to all Friends in the truth without exception, and said» 
"This has been as a brook by the way." Our sor- 
rows were much alleviated by beholding the rich 
supply of resignation to the Divine will, accompanied 
with patience, which he was endued with under all 
his afflictions. Although his words were few, they 
were very savoury. In the course of his ilbiess, he 
often expressed, that he enjoyed the fruit of his la- 
bours, which was peace of mind. 

He continued much the same, until about the 4th 
hour on fourth day morning, when another shaking fU 
came on, and the bitter pains of death surrounded him; 
but that text of scripture seemed applicable to his state, 
where it is said, ^^ There appeared an angel unto him^ 
from heaven, strengthening him." For his heart and 
mouth seemed filled with prayer and praises to Him 
who had been his Alpha and Omega. Although there ^ ' 
could be but little understood of what he uttered, his : 
groans were accompanied with a sweet, peaceful, quiet 
feeling, all that day, as well as at somq other seasons ; 
under the sensation whereof, the spirits of those that at- 
tended him, were marvellously upheld or supported, 
which had been his prayer for them. A full evidence 
that the prayer of the righteous availeth much, A few 
hours before he departed, he appeared to be somewhat 
relieved from pain, and quietly expiredt without a sigh 
or groan, about one o'clock on fifth dj^y mornipg, thia.. 
24th of the 4th month, 1704-^and was interred at By* 
berry the 26th, on which occasion a solemn meeting 
was held, and several living testimonies borne. 

His age would have been 67 in the next ninth 
month, Haptnah Thorktoit, 

James Thornton, Jmi'f^ 
7 
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Letter to Samuel Smith. 

Byberryf'ihe lUih afOthma. 1750. 

RfiiPBcTiU) Frikud, 

Having some time past, been informed of some 
dissatisfaction thou faast had, respecting my appear- 
ance, the first day of the Yearly Meeting in the little 
meeting-house at Burlington, in a matter of the great- 
est importance to us that can be, respecting our tes- 
timony to the gracious influence of the Holy Spirit; 
the which, I apprehend, is the highest dispensation 
of Providence to man. And whilst he is under such 
good qualification as it affords, can stand faithful 
against all opposition of any contrary spirit, eidiet 
of men or devils : otherwise many would have fallen, 
who did stand the hottest persecution, which any 

* way could happen to the saints. But so gracious was 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, and their faithful- 
ness to thm Divine knowledge thereby communicated 

. to them, that they endured the greatest hardships 
which could be inflicted upon them, even sealing their 
testimony with their blood. May we be so careful 
in our measure of the Divine knowledge and expe- 
rience of the leadings of the Holy Spirit, as to stand 
fast in the faith which comes by Jesus Christ, as the 
apostle saith, <<till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ." That we may thereby be ena- 
bled to withstand the J^dversary in all the cunning 
ci^fiiness, whereby he lies in wait to deceive. In 
this state, I believe, no power can prevail against, or 
overset the faith of such, no more than they can pre- 
vent or hinder the Lord lumself from influencing 
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their hearts with his holy Spirit, and filUng them 
with love, and a right zeal for promoting his blessed 
cause in the earth, unto which they are appointed 
and ordained of him; and such are as the apple of 
his eye, and he hath fought, and will fight all their 
battles for them, and reprove kings for their sake, 
saying, *^ Touch not mine anointed, and do my pro- 
phets no harm." 

Having no design of controversy, or moving any 
thing that might carry the least appearance of resent- 
ment; but in freedom and good will, which ought al- 
ways to subsist amongst brethren, and by no means 
to make each other offenders for a word, so as to 
break that freedom, I shall draw to a conclusion, feel- 
ing in my heart, at this instant, the spring of pura 
gospel fellowship, in the love of God that is shed 
abroad into the hearts of all that truly love and fear 
him. In which I remain thy affectionate friend. 

Jamss THoaxTOjr* 



To William Dodson^ JutCr* 

At Gedingtoftf in JSTorthampianshire, England* 

Byherry, Philad. Co. lOth mo. \Zth, 1776. 
Esteemed Frieitp, 

I received thy letters by Joseph White, William 
Horne, and John Balderston, all of which were very 
acceptable, as they clearly conveyed thy great regard 
for me. I have been too negligent in writing, I do 
own, though not for want of love ; for my love and 
good will to thee, my dear friend, is much more than 
I shall, at present, attempt to set ibrth ; yet may 8ay» 
I wish thee well, every way. 
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When favoured to look back to the times we lived 
together, they seem but as yesterday, and still are 
fresh and pleasant to me^ I hope I shall never for- 
get the many enlivening seasons, wherein our minds 
were much strengthened to press forward^ in that way 
the Lord turned our feet into, and made all his paths 
peace to our souls. Let nothing hinder our sight of 
this way, but that we may keep our eye single, that 
Our body may be full of light I feel a near union 
of spirit with thee, and hope to be more industrious, 
in future, to impart something of my mind to thee 
by writing. I have noticed the account of the death 
of thy dear mother, and mother-in-law ; whose me- 
mories are precious to me. They were truly valua- 
ble, virtuous women, help-meets, indeed, to their dear 
husbands; affectionate parents to their children, good 
neighbours, real friends, hospitable and kind to all, 
and more especially towards the household of faith, 
*being mindful of entertaining strangers. We must 
leave them with Him who has taken them from works 
to rewards, and humbly submit to Him in all things, 
rememboring that our loss is their eternal gain. I 
have been touched with a sympathy and tenderness 
towards thy dear father in his weak, low state of 
body and mind, with desires he may be preserved 
sensible of the best help, in every needful hjMir ; and 
experience in his last days, full redemption by Jesus 
Christ ; that as his outward man decays and grows 
weaker, his inward man may grow stronger; so tliat 
in the conclusion of time, he may pass away from 
this earthly ^house or tabernacle of clay, and enter a 
new one, a building eternal in the heavens. Please to 
let him know my desires for him. 

Thy account of singular cases happening in your 
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Quarterly meeting, when W. H. and T. G. were 
there, seemed much to affect my mmd, knowmg they 
must be very exercising and trying circumstances ; 
but, be assuired, the one very singular case of M. and 
A. was permitted for a trial, both of the individuals 
and the whole meeting ; and it might be, to abase the 
one, L e. the poor creatures, M. and A. and prove' 
the strength of the other, i. e. the meeting. For, by 
such besetments, the honesty sincere, travellers, who 
durst not veil themselves with any names, or appear- 
ances, or likenesses, either of things above, or things 
beneath, are led to a deep^ humble, reverent waiting 
for the one Name and Principle of Light and Life, 
to wit, Christ Jesus, their spiritual Moses (without 
whom we can do nothing,) that they may be able to 
rebuke satan, in all his transformations or appear- 
ances; so that we may not be deceived or mistaken 
ia matters of the most sacred nature, by taking ima- 
ginations of the creature, for revelations of the Holy 
Spirit My dear friend, though there may be many 
humbling circumstances that fall out in the compass 
of our time and labour in the cause of truth, yet, if 
we eye the honour of our heavenly Father, and wait 
upon him in singleness of heart, to know his will con- 
cerning us, and to be led by his Holy Spirit into an 
obedience thereunto, he will bring us through all, pre- 
pared thereby as vessels for his own use and service. 
For, << as gold is tried in the fire, so are acceptable 
men in the furnace of affliction." 

I, my wife, and one daughter, and three sons, are 
at present pretty well in health, which we esteem a 
favour; and I liope these may find thee and thine in 
the same condition. Please to remember my kind 

love to my old dame, and her daughter, whom I often 

7* 
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think of; and teU the former, I believe her interest^ 
yea, her chief interest, is in Christ, and shortly will 
be gathered to it in him, unto the Father, and receive 
tlic crown vtrhich is laid up for the righteous, as a re*- 
M ard for their faithfulness. I love her much, for hex 
tenderness, and care of me ; for she was a nursing 
mother indeed ; her watchings over me were for good ; 
licr advice and instruction were very serviceable to 
nie in my then infant state. I pray God to streitgtheu 
iier now in the decline of life, that her mind may be 
in heaven, while she may be on earth, in this taber- 
nacle of elay ; so that she may be preserved fresh and 
green to the last A very comely sight to see such 
a condition in the aged, and very encouraging to the 
youth, to foUow them, as they have followed Christ 
iu the way of regeneration. 

James THORNToir^ 



Es^say of an Epistle from the Yearly, Meeting, held at 
Philadelphia, in the 9th month, 1771. 

7b the Yearly Meeting, held in Maryland. 
Dear FaiEifns, 

We received your epistle, accompanied by several 
of the Friends you nominated to attend our meeting, 
whose company was. acceptable; and we find there 
are a remnant among you, who are concerned to 
walk in the way of self-denial, who we desire may be 
preserved under a right exercise of mind, and that 
they may be enabled to bear a faithful testimony to 
the cause of truth, and against all unrighteousness. 
And we earnestly beseech, that all may keep a watchr 
ful eye over« their own spirits, that nothing of the 
man's part get uppermost; but keep down to the gen- 



EftSAT Oy Ali JtSPlSTLC. 79 

tie movlngs of the Holy Spirit, vrhich leads into all 
truth, and unites us together in pure love, in which 
is e^^perienced the real advantage of being members 
one of another, and of a joint labour in the Lord'^^ 
vineyard. Thus, we may be of service, according to 
our measures and growths in the knowledge of saving 
help, showing forth, by a good conversation, the meek- 
ness of wisdom; and in all things live to the honour 
of our holy head, Christ Jesus. 

May we be so redeemed from the love of thi$ 
world, that in faithfulness we may serve our ^heaven- 
ly Father, in whatever he calls us upto ; being given 
up freely to do our days' work in the day-time j and 
at the same time to take good heed that we be found 
just stewards in the things of this world ; that we make 
not our indifferency thereto, a cloak for sloth and idle- 
ness ; for there is a justness due to ourselves and fa- 
milies, and unto all men, without which we cannot 
reasonably expect to stand in Divine approbation. 
We are informed, in sacred writ, of what the Lord, 
our God requires of us, " to do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with God." Our profession of the most 
sacred truth, will not justify our neglect of fulfilling 
the law of moral righteousness. For, as our Lord 
saith, " If you are unfaithful in the unrighteous mam- 
mon, who will intrust you with the true riches." We 
ought not to think that we, are in the way to the 
kingdom oif rest and peace, while we are in the daily 
breach of the moral law, lest we deceive ourselves ; 
Jor God will not be mocked ; but such as we sow, 
such shall we reap. Jf we are not just unto man, we 
cannot be just unto God. We tendeVly desire that all 
of us may look well to our ways, that we make a right 
improvement of our precious time, that we may end 
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with this testimony of fulfillmg the work whereonfa 
we are called, and finishing our course with joy in 
the Holy Ghost 

Written by James TnoRirTOir, 



To Samuel Neale^ — IrdancL 

Byberry, the 5th mo. 2^f 178i^ 

Dear Friend, Samuel Nsale, 

Having thought a long time of writing to thee, 
and being in Philadelphia last week, heard of thy 
kind remembrance of me, by a letter sent to J* P,, 
which renewed my thoughts of doing it ; though but 
little prospect of much, worth sending across the At- 
lantic. However, my love reaches to thee in as 
strong a manner as ever, and am desirous we may keep 
in view the necessity of a continued labour to keep in 
the line of Divine appointment ; always attentive to 
the still small voice of the great Shepherd, who puts 
forth his own, and goes before them. How admira- 
bly he furnishes with wisdom and ability, those who 
are faithful to him, and who are willing to leave all, 
and follow him. I have taken into consideration thy 
service whilst among us; how many seals there are of 
thy ministry. What place thou had in the minds of the 
people of all ranks and denominations of Christianity] 
How affectionately many speak of thee, so long aftet 
thy return from us, to thy native land! which makes 
me conclude thou didst not labour in vain. Notwith- 
standing '' the race is not to the swift, nor the battle 
to the strong ;" but to them who hold out to the end, 
they shall be saved* I find no time to be idle ; thero 
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is always something to do in the Lotd's vineyard. 
•* Work while it is day — the night coroeth when no 
man can work." May we be found anK>ng those who 
give up their accounts with joy, and receive the haj)- 
py sentence of " Well done : enter into the happiest of 
all places, the joy of thy Lord." 

I have thought of my own services in times past, 
and they have brought a dread over my mind ; lest 
the word rise up, in judgment against me, as bcin^ un- 
worthy of so great a favour, as to be an ambassador 
from God to men. I have looked at myself with as- 
tonishmenty seeing my great weakness and failure in 
many respects, unbecoming tlie dignity of the minis- 
terial office: which is one continued exercise in hand- 
ing out of the most holy things. Wherefore, I think 
it needful for me, whilst I api teaching others purity 
of life and manners, to k^ep my body under, lest I 
become a cast-away. I am now; in a good degi'ee, 
withdrawn from the surfeiting cares of this world ; 
have little more to do than give some directions to 
my youngest ^on, who is at home with us ; on whom 
is devolved the principal management of our busiuess; 
and I hope he will be preserved steady, and be a com- 
fort to his dear mother in my absence, which often 
happens. My eldest son is married to an amiable 
young woman of the family of Haines, belonging U.9 
Evesham meeting in the Jerseys, where he now lives, 
in a promising prospect of being of service. 

Our dear friends from our side of the water, wiU 
I hope, prosper in their weighty undertaking, to the 
edification and comfort of the honest hearted every 
where. Remember ray love to them, as opportunity 
offers ; particularly to dear John Pemberton, who I 
hear labours hard, and is led in a way he knew not, to 
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his great humiliation; which I hope/as he keeps in his 
allotmenty will make peace— his peace, sure. I have 
many serious thoughts respecting so many of oCir ser- 
viceable members being called away from among us» 
at a time when we are just exposed to new scenes of 
trials and temptations. For though our late troubles 
have been deeply afflicting, through a violent spirit, 
threatening desolation every where, and especially to 
us as a reUgious society ; but through the Lord's as- 
sistance, many have stood valiant for his cause, in the 
times of the hottest persecution. But there is a greater 
danger now, of being caught in the delightful [Measures 
of peace and prosperity; and of falling back again into 
the world ; which makes it more needfuKfor faithful 
men among us, than ever. However, it is the JUord's 
doing, and we must submit He knows best how to 
carry on his own work. Probably those who are 
sent to you, may be able to tell unto others, what the 
Lord has done for them, and point out the way to 
* prepare for their portion of the chastisement of the 
Lord for their sins. For it is not improbable that the 
furnace will burn hot, and hotter in your parts ; and 
well will it be for those that know the Lord, to flee 
unto him, and take sanctuary under his Divine power, 
that they may be able to stand in the day of triaL 
Thy friend, 

James Thoenton. 



To John PembertoTif — England. 

Byberryt the 6th trio. 1785. 
Mr VERY Friew^d, 

I have felt an increasing desire for thy pre- 

servationfihrough thy very arduous labours in spread* 
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ing the Gospel among a people who haw sat in 
darkness, and much estranged from the true light 
May thy endeavours be blessed to them, so as to see 
that the Lord is good,-^and taste of his pure love to 
their spuls. I have admired the good hand which 
has hitherto sustained through great tribulation. Such a 
dedication of heart, as thou hast manifested, is a certain 
evidence of thy experience of a resigned will. What 
is it the Lord cannot do? Live with him now, and' 
for ever. Leave the care of the world to those who 
are in it Surely thou art called out of it, according 
to the true intent and meaning of the expression used 
by our Lord to his disciples: "You are not of this 
world. I have chosen you out of the world." What 
a purchase is made, by a surrender of that which is near 
and dear in this world, for the honour of God and good 
of thy fellow mortals; even in this life, an hundred 
ibid, and in that wliich, is to come, life everlasting. 
May thy feeble hands be strengthened : — thy mind ani- 
mated to pursue with diligence the work which is be- 
fore thee ; nothing doubting, that it will be completed 
in the Lord's time, which may not be veiy long. He 
knows how long; and will sufficiently reward with 
light and love, as ample wages for every day's work ; 
which will render it pleasant and comfortable, while 
in the performance of every duty. 

I have the satisfaction to inform thee, that thy dear- 
est is still enabled to bear thy absence with a becoming 
resignation ; and on the whole, much better in health 
than formerly. She manifests a real sense of thy ex- 
ercises, and is often with thee in spirit : so that I have 
in measure, discovered thy baptisms in her; which 
has led me into deep sympathy with you, in the pre- 
sent close dispensation of Divine Providence, with ar« 
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dent desires that there may be qo intermission of 
prayers for your perseverance to the end. For it is 
the endy in the \(rill of God, that will crown all with 
unspeakable consolation. 

Our Quarterly meeting is now over ; wherein were 
many weighty considerations respecting the state of 
things among us. The weighty matter of settling 
another Quarterly meeting in the country, was, with 
much unanimity, committed to a large number of 
Friends ; who met the next morning, and taking the 
subject up, after a time of much brotherly freedom* 
united so far as to propose that Abington, Horsham, 
North Wales and Richland monthly meetings, consti- 
tute the new Quarterly meeting. The three monthly 
meetings in Philadelphia, Haverford and Exeter, to 
remain together, to be held in Philadelphia as usual 
The reason why Exeter is retained to Philadelphia is, 
a probability of Concord Quarter's settling a new 
Quarterly meeting at Uwchlan, that may suit to take 
in Exeter, and give up Darby to our Quarter. The 
new Quarter to be fixed at Abington. This affair has 
gone BO far as it is, to all appearance, to great sati»- 
laction. The committee are to meet again at Abing-> 
ton, the 2d day of next 7th month, to consider of a 
proper time, when it should be opened, and other mat- 
ters which necessarily attend the constitution of a 
Quarterly meeting. We have named a few Friends of 
the Committee to attend the Quarterly meeting next 
second day, at Concord, to inform them how far we 
have proceeded as above, that they may proceed in 
their prospects in the matter, 

jAiflBS Thornton. 
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TO lOHN I^SMBBRTOlTy Iff EUROPE. 

5tli month. 1786. 

DEAR FRiBNtS — 

Thine, dated the 1st month 2l8t, I received and 
observed the contents with satisfaction. Mayst thou 
be preserved in thy line of duty to step forward in 
tfad clearness, that tbou mayst know the time when, 
what, ahd' where to discharge the great weight, which 
at times lies on thee. The Lord knows how to pre- 
pare for every service ; a«d often before we ar^ fitted 
jfully to answer his r^uirings, he is pleased to plunge 
into a deep sense of our own inabilities, and strip us of 
all human help. Insomuch, that we feel greatly de- 
pressed, and ready to shrink under the apprehensions 
of our own unfitness, even to the making excuses, as 
Moses did, when called upon to visit his brethren in 
bondage, — ^Ihat he was a man, slow of speech, not 
eloqtiedt,- — neither heretofore, nor since. But as 
there is a submission to His Divine will, slnd obedience 
thereto, way has been, and will be made^ to perform 
the work, unto .which we are called. And, by how 
much the more, we Jiave been sensible of our dwn unfit- 
ness to be employed in his jservice, we have, been so 
muoh the more sensible of his Divine power, which 
works wonders, and leads into admiration of his mar^ 
vellous acts ; and we are greatly strengthened to per- 
severe in the way he is pleased to lea^, however con* 
trary to our own will, and natural inclination. So 
that while we are filling up our duty to the Lord, we 
shall be prepared to. enjoy a happy state of unmixed 
purity : so that the creatui^ will be annihilated, to- 
tally dissolved into entire subjection to him in all 
things, and v^e shall become so fully acquainted with 
him as not to be mistaken in our s^vices^ nor baye 

8 
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occasion of doiibtbgs, which arise from inexperience 
of saving faith in him, who hath said, ** the Lamb 
and his followers shall have the victory.** A glorious 
conquest will be obtained in following him through 
great tribulation ; even an entrance into the everlast* 
ing kingdom of rest and peace. May unwearied dffi- 
gence, attended with the clearest evidence of life find 
peace, accompany thee, through aH, thy perils, both 
by sea and land, and among false brethren, to the end 
of thy arduous labours, in the way thou art so singu- 
larly led, and eminently supported, so a^ to return to 
tliy native land with the fullest assurance of best in- 
telligei\ce, that thy work is done ; bringing with thee 
^e pleasant fruits- of diligence and faithfulness, the 
sheaves of peace, and a tranquil mind : which will 
more than compensate for thy long absence from us, 
and hardships thou mayst have undergone; and ren- 
der thee acceptable and comfortable io thy truly 
sympathising friends, in all thy Iabours,-^unitiBg in 
returning to the Lord all praise and honour, who with 
his dearly beloved son is worthy foreven 

The Quarterly meeting opened at Abington the 4th 
instant . It was large and satisfactory. I hope, as 
thou hinted, it will engage many to come under the 
weight and religious exercise of mind, needful to sup* 
port the true ends of such a meeting, and be united 
harmoniously to labour for the spreading of thecausc 
and testimony of Truth. 

I have the satisfaction often to ;hoar (by letters from 
thee to thy wife and brother James) of thy movements 
and besetmentis^on account of thy not staying longer, 
and being more given up to further services in some 
place?. I feel with thee in these exercises, and hope 
thou wilt be released fro^i all fears and doubts about 
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what is past ; and steadily look forward, believing the 
Lord will be meroiful towards thee, who knows the 
sincerity and integrity of his children^ who would not 
willingly omit any duty tliey are sensible is required 
<^ them. And if through diifidence and fear, thou 
may have rather ii^stened in leaving any place, and 
thereby occasioned .some seriovrs thoughts about it, 
which may be humbling ; yet I believe, it will be looked 
upon with comps^sion, and be held more excusable, 
than staying too long, until the concern grows flat. 
Be encouraged,-^thou hast to do with Him who was 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities, and who will 
not account all weaknesses, ^ins;' but may suffer us 
to be sensible of them, by leaving us to feel and see 
how we mig^t have done better ; which may prove an 
advantage to. ais in the end,, by keeping us humble, 
and tpQTO attentive in future; I have heard of thy 
openness in the Gospel to many, in several places in 
England, which is very comfortable, and a sure sign, 
that thou art still under favour^ which.must remove 
all weights and burdens that have been on. thy mind, 
from fearful apprehensions of past failures ; and give 
thee, fresh courage to look forward, and not look back, 
that thou may now be able to conclude thy labours, 
in the light 5tnd strength ^of the Lord ; who may in 
mercy see meet, after so many deep trials, and hum- 
bling dispensations^ to grant thee a release, and liberty 
to return again in a short time : all which I do 
from the bottom of my heart, leave unto his all-wise 
xlisposaL - 

Our beloved friend, Nicholas Wain, proposes to 
meet John Townsend, on Long Island, and join him 
in a visit to Friends in New England. John has pros- 
pects of visiting the scattered flocks and inhabitants 
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at Nova Scotia, before he returns from the eastward. 
Nicholas, does not, at presept>. expect to go ihere. 
John Storer is likewise to the eastward, and expects 
with the above Friend, to be at the Yeariy Meeting on 
Long Island. Thomas Colley, on his return from the 
southern .Governments, writes to a friend in Phila- 
delphia, dated the 13th of this month, at Alexandria, 
and proposes to attend the Yearly Meeting at Third 
Haven, the 1st of next month, and proceed pretty di- 
rectly after, to Philadelphia. All well, — and as far 
as I can hear, well employed, to good satisfaction. 
Thomas has been near two months to the southward, 
longer than the others, and he says in his letter, much 
led into the highways and hedges. 

I still retain a near sympathy with thy dear wife, 
and am of the opinion th&t she gets- along bravely ; 
.though not without deep exercises and trials,*which 
I hope, are sanctified to her ; and she is supported to 
bear thy long absence with a becoming resignation ; 
yet is looking toward the end, hoping she will be fa- 
voured with thy desirable company in the Lord's 
time. 

In tliy frequent writing to thy dear friends, I wish 
thee to be sparing of thy good opinion of them, and 
laying thyself so low in their view. Overrating of 
others, and underrating ourselves, should be avoided. 
Our conditions are best known to the Lord. Some- 
times, things running high" with^respect to the value 
and esteem for individuals, may have a tendency to 
make some think more highly of themselves than they 
ought to think ; especially such who seem restless and 
uneasy, imagining they are neglected. Mortifications 
are often advantageous to make self of no reputation. 
A hint of this kind may suffice, as I have discovered 
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in some letters^ undesigned by thee, made use of to 
raise a kind of esteem from others, by the value they 
conceive thou puts upon ihern* * 



To his Wife. 

MY DEAR, 

I am now on my way, with a fair wind, favoured 
with health, rather better, though not without symp- 
toms of my usual complaints. Dear James, I expect, 
informed how we got along to Chester, and how we 
parted. It was very close work, but the Lord favour- 
ed us. I hope I shall in due time hear you are well 
reconciled t€> the present separation. May thou, and 
our dear children be preserved in the way of the 
Lord, and enjoy peace and comfort. Our company 
on board appes^r to be all well, and endeavour as 
much as our watery situation will admit, to make it 
easy and agreeable to each other. Joseph Peckover, 
I expect^-^ill be good company : in disposition, Kvely 
and cheerful- I feel easy, body and mind ; and I think, 
fully giren up to the Lord's disposal. I am» with love 
to self and children. 

Thy loving husband, 

James Thornton, 

Cape«, 2Gih of 5th mouthy 1786. 



To his Wife. 
York, Old Engiand, 36<A of^thmo. 1788. 

MY DEAR, 

I received thine yesterday, with our son's letter, 

dated the 10th of the 7th month, 1788, and ana much 

pleased to hear of your welfare and health* I wish 

diou may be supported to benr thy allotment in my 

8* 
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absense, that nothing may sink thee too low. Tho^ 
knows, difficulties will fall out, in our pafisage through 
life; but I hope thou wilt be enabled to bear them. 

I expect to write to James by this opportunity. The 
Quarterly meeting here is just over ; and I expect to 
go out of town to-day; Feel better some days past 
tlian usual 

Please to remember me to dear Jofieph and wife, 
WilKam Walton and wife, and children, and all my 
friends and neighbours, as thou in thy freedom, may 
.see meet, and receive a large share to thyself. 
I r^majn thy affectionate husband. 

Jambs TuDRirroir. 



To Jame» Thoriitan^ Jun. 
LeedSf in Yorkshire^ Hth qf9th mp^ 1788. 

BEAR JAXfi^ 

Thy very acceptable letter, dkted 10th of 7th mo. 
came to me at York, Jast fifth day. I am at present 
easier of my compjaint^and favoured to travel, better 
than I could expect* I feel daily need for renewed 
supplies fif wisdom and strength, to perform my ser- 
vices among Friends, and have no cause of doubt, of 
being in my plaoQi I hope thou wilt be preserved, 
and enabled to go through thy allotment in divers 
concerns in this life, to thy own satisfaction, and the 
assistance and comfort of thy dear mother.; that love 
and peace may be your inestimable treasure. 1 am 
much comforted in thy remembrance of the favoured 
opportunity at Chester, on our parting — believing 
thy mind was beneficially centered in solemn prayer 
for thy own establishment and growth in Divine grace ; 
which ought to bav^ (he iirst and principal place in 
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out minds ; as pur dear Lord and jSavioiir advise^? 
*• First seek the kingdoiYi of HeaVent and the righti- 
eousness thereof^ and all other things iviU be added." 
May the Lord btess thee with increasing desires to be 
fpund in the way o£ thy religious duties/ as the same 
may be opened in the true light, and that thoii mayst 
be faithfuHn the discharge thereof. Thou knowest 
I have been more tfaoughtitd of thy spiritual Improve- 
ment in thechiefest good, than ti[ie gain of abundance 
of this world, having faith in the pivine promise, 
(all other things necessary shall be added.) I am en- 
couraged from thy tender hints of letting nothing of 
the concerns of this world, which I have left behind, 
hinder my better iBiervices. Thy care iaerein, has 
spread a sense, on my mind, that thou art sensible of 
the necessity of watchfulness, io attend to the work 
whereunto I am called, in preference to all worldly 
considerations. Still I have a sympathy for you, 
whoni I have teft in the necessary cares of this life; 
and cannot but desire thpu mayst be: enabled to bear 
what may arise, to cross your expectations, and occa- 
sion difficulties and trouble. I hope thoa ^ffih b^ 
i^sely directed, to manage thy own concemis with 
wisdom and discretion. 

I have a vahiable friend from Manchester, who has 
been with me some weeks, and is likely to continue 
with me, but uncertain how long. His name is Richp- 
ard Routh, a kind sympathizing friend, and has been 
of great service to me. His kind love is to thee, and 
dear jpiother* I expect to get out of Yorkshire in 
about four weeks. I have been indystrious in about 
ten weeks. There are many meetings; many of 
them small, but the neighbours coming in, they are 
often made large, and in general, tatiaf^ctory. I 
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hear George Dillwyn and wife are gone over to Dan* 
kirk, in France, to see the few Friends there. I have 
not yet seen them. John Pennberton and I parted^ 
after travelling a few weeks together. I expect be 
wiU be at Nottingham Quarterly meeting, next second 
day. Since parting, we have exchanged several let- 
ters. In the last from him, he informs that he is bet- 
ter in health, and able to travel. He had been poorly* 
He still remains in a very tried situation, not being 
fully clear of the islands near Scotland. The sea- 
son being now far advanced, it don't look likely^ if he 
should go, that it will be before spring. He calls for 
great sympathy of all his friends. I have no doal>t 
of his being preserved, and a good example of pa- 
tience ; and in the Lord's time, it will be manifest that 
all shall work together for good. He desired, m a 
letter of his to me, to be remembered to thy dear 
mother and all the family, and Friends, as opportu- 
nity ofiers. My love to his wife, his brother James, 
and Henry i)rinker; and let them know I received 
their kind rememhrances of me — to Nicholas Wain, 
{whom many friends here remember with near affec- 
tion,) and to'all their wives, and to all our friends and 
neighbours, as thy way may open for it. To dear 
Joseph and Hannah ; to dear Lydia, her husl>and, and 
dear children; to Hannah Walton, Thomas Walms- 
ley and wife, Thomas Knight. and wife. 

It may be, I may reach London about the next 
first mbnth. I propose proceeding, after I have done 
with this county, to take a pretty direct line of meet- 
ings toward Bristol. May direct for me to the care 
of John Townsend, pewterer, London. 

My dear love to thy mother. I am, with dear love 
to thyself, thy loving father, / 

Jamxs TnoairToir. 
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To Joseph ThamUm, 
Leedsy Yerkshirey^Qth of 9th mo. 1798. , 

I received thy letter, dated 10th of 8th mo. last, 
I feel a sympathy with thee in thy situation, and hope 
thou wilt be enabled to preserve thy mind cool and 
calm ; labouring to keep thy place in the Truth, which 
is more precious than the whole world. " Many are 
the troubles of the righteous, but the hord will de- 
liver out of them all." Wherefore, have a single eye 
to his guidance, manifesting a greater concern for thy 
spirituial good than for any worldly interest. May 
the Lord blejss thee in thy endeavou;:s for the fulfil- 
ing of thy religious concerns, and enable thee to bear 
all things with patience. 

My dear love to dear Hannah and little James, who 
may rememb^ me. I was pleased to hear that the 
little boy could walk, which is expressive of his 
health and strength. I have written by the packet 
to thy dear mother and brother, and hope what di- 
rections J have given^ will be satisfactory. My love 
to thy dear mother, and inform her, at present I. feel 
the best fashion, and get through my services to my 
own pea6e, though often find it very hard travelling. 
I have, written so much by the packet, there's less 
occasion to say much now. I hope thou, wilt write 
from time to time, by every favourable opportunity. 
Remember me to dear Lydia, her husband and child- 
ren ; Hannah Walton, and T. W. and wife, and all 
other friends, in thy freedom ; to dear James, Nicholas 
Wain, James Pemberton, and Henry Drinker, and 
other Friends in Philadeiphia. Let Henry Drinker 
knowy I received his acceptable letter, dated the SDtli 
of 7th mo. last 
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I remain with lore to self and wife, thy loving fa- 
ther, 

James Thorntok. 



To Mary Thomtm^ Byberry* 

Manchester, Uiofllthmo, 1788. 
Dearlt beloved wife, 

I wrote by the l^st packet, to thee and sons, which 
I hope came to hand. I have been at Kendal Quar- 
terly meeting in Westmoreland, at Lancaster and York 
Quarterly meetings^ also visited all the meetings in 
Yorkshire, except one, — ^got to this place last second 
day evening, in as good health as u$ual, rather better 
of my afflicting complaint, which, time back, has made 
travelling very painful. I have been divinely favour- 
ed, so far as to get through my Sjervice to a ^ood de- 
gree of satisfaction ; which more than makes up for 
all my sufferings, and I hope I may be preserved sen- 
sible of it, so as to persevere in my line of duty, with 
full dependence upon the Lord, who puts forth* his 
own, and goes before them. There are many small 
meetings of Friends; but the inhabitants coming in, 
they have in many places, been large crdw<led meet- 
ings, — ^generally open and satisfactory. My friend 
Richard Routh, (at whose house I am) hath been with 
me, nine or ten weeks, and beeh very helpful, being a 
kind sympathizing friend; and expects to continue 
with me some time longer. His wife, who is a valu- 
able public Friend, travelled .with Rebecca Wright, 
most of the time she was in England — she is very 
kind and respectful to me, as indeed Friends in gene- 
ral are. I find a close attention to slervice necessary 
in an humble dependance upon the Lord, from time to 
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time^ for fresh supplies of wisdom and strength to ful* 
fil the work whereunto he has been graciously pleased * 
to call me, to his honour and my own peace. 

I often think of thee^ and the dear childreny with 
near affection, desiring your preservation in the best 
things, hoping thou will be mercifully favoured to bear 
the separation more comfortably, than thou could have 
any foresight of, and be strengthened to endure what- 
ever may cast up in the affairs of this life, with pa- 
tience : and be guided in wisdom to get through them, 
to the honour of Truth, and thy own peace. There- 
fore, my dear, make thyself easy, and endeavour after 
a sense of the Lord's goodness and mercy, so as to 
have an interest in his favour; which Will avail us un- 
der all afflictions, to his praise, and our mutual con- 
solation and comfOTt I ardently desire our dear chil- 
dren, in all their gettings, may get best wisdom : that 
through the whole of their conduct, they may manifest 
a godly concern to improve the best gifts to their own 
substantial good, in the things which make foi: real 
happiness, both here and hereafter; filling up their line 
of duty in the church, according to Divine appoint- 
ment. I wish to hear from you by every opportunity. 
Tell James, I expect he will Dot fail, as there is th^ 
packet from New York, besides other conveyances, to 
write, as it will much oblige me. I have near affec- 
tion to dear Lydia, her husband amd children, and wish 
to be remembered to them, Hannah Walton, Joseph 
and dear Hannah, James, T. W. and wife, and all my 
friends and neighbours, as opportunity may offer; to 
H. D., Hannah Pemberton, J. Pemberton, Nicholas 
Wain, and their wives, D. Offley and his parents, 
Samuel Smith and wife, and all who may inquire af- 
ter me, within our own monthly meeting, and Abing- 
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ton, &c. Let this suffice for the present In near af- 
fection, I salute thee in that love that time nor dis- 
tance cannot diminish^ and am thy sympathizing hus^ 

band, 

James Thornton* 

Dear John Pemberton is now in London, not yet 
released : a singular instance of patience in his tried 
situation. I have no fear about him, but that in the 
Lord's time all will be well. I hear George Dillwyn 
and wife are there also. He ha* been in Prance twice, 
and returned to London, well satisfied with his visit. 
I expect to move from hence next second day towards 
Bristol, and from thence to London, where I expect to 
arrive somewhere about the first month next. John 
Pemberton desires to be remembered to thee and chil- 
dren, also my beloved companion and wife's love is to 
you 

• 

James Thornton, being on his return from London 
Grove Quarterly meeting, in company .with divers 
Friends, felt a concern to see a coloured woman, in 
the neighbourhood of Concord, who had made appli- 
cation to become a member among Friends. A reli* 
gious opportunity was accordingly had with the family 
in which this coloured woman resided, among whom 
was a young man, just recovering from a state of se- 
vere illness. After a pause, James, with deep-felt so- 
lemnity, commenced an interesting and impressive 
communication, with these words : ** It is out of the 
power of men or angels, to declare what God has 
done for the souls of some present." On which he en- 
larged with pertinent matter, that had a baptizing, in- 
structive, and encouraging eflfect on most, if not all, 
the company. 
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The memory of the just is Messed.^ — Prov* z. 7. 

Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing' he lost 

Johrij vi. 12. 
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NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, 
On some remarkable events and circumstances,, 
chiejly relating to the /me of the American 
Revolution. 

Ebdracted from the writings of John Hunt, who resided near 
Moorestown, New Jersey. 

I think it was in the year 1766, that Thomas 
Gawthrop came from Old Ejfiglahdy on a religious 
visit, and was at our meeting. In his public testi- 
m*ony, he said, "I am not come ^e third time into 
this wilderness country, to sew pillows to the arm- 
holes of the people. No: I am not come to cry 
peace, but a sword. There is a bright^ polished, 
glittering sword prepared for this ifiation." 

Not far from this time, the hedges died all over 
the Jerseys and Pennsylvania mostly in one sum- 
mer; and I remember to have heard Robert Willis, 
in his testimony at our meeting, make some allusion 
to it, saying, the Lord had taken away the outward 
hedges, and he would take away the inward hedge; 
he also mentioned something concerning the besom 
of destruction. 

The 11th of 4th month, 1771, 1 was at a meeting 
with my cousin William Hunt, at Upper Springfield, 
Vol. I.— 9 
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wherein he told us to note it down, that he said he 
had but little hopes of this generation: but it was his 
belief that the next generation would make a better 
progress in the Truth. He said he believed there 
were little lads there, that would live to see it. At a 
meeting at Evesham he dropt some words to this 
effect; that the time drew near in which, he be- 
lieved, the Truth would spread and shine more glo- 
riously, though there might be a time of probation 
and trial first; and signified, the man was born that 
would live to see it. 

The 11th of 5th month, 1774, 1 went to Evesham, 
to a meeting appointed for Robert Walker, from Old 
England. He told us of the many favours and warn- 
ings we had' had, and whether we would choose or 
refuse, the Lord would have a people; that he would 
call others, — that the day was dawned, that would 
never be totally eclipsed; and that the indignation 
and wrath of the Almighty would be poured out on 
this land, in a very great degree, if the people did 
not return; and that God would be clear, and his 
servants would be clear, and our blood would be up- 
on our own heads. He reminded us of the many 
warnings we have had, and threaten! ngs of wars, and 
of trouble, in times past, and of the Indian wars, 
and of the cruel oppression of the negroes in the 
southern provinces; and mentioned something of an 
overflowing scourge that would pass over this land. 

25th of 5th month. At this time, there was a 
melancholy aspect on the trees of the woods and 
fruit-trees, they being eat very bare in many places 
by the caterpillar; so that the trees looked more 
like winter, than spring. There was also a very un- 
common late frost this spring, so that the leaves 
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were killed, and the woods looked ia places as if 
fires had passed. There were also locusts in great 
numbers in many places, several years before the 
caterpillars came. These locusts and caterpillars ap- 
pearing in 'such vast numbers, I have thought, had 
some resemblance to great armies. See Joel ii. 25. 
<<And I will restore to you the years that the locust 
hath eaten, the canker worm smd the caterpillar, and 
the palmer worm, my great army which I s6nt 
among you," 

Pride, and a love of earthly treasure, did seem to 
be growing fast in our nation, also excess and super- 
fluity of almost every sort, in houses, furniture, and 
dress. The old people seemed to be going fast into 
the earth, and the young people into the air. Many 
people let out their affections after fine horses, and 
that was a very great snare to the youth. At that 
time, religion seemed to be much like a fable with 
some. But now the waves of confusion did exceed- 
ingly arise, and dash one against another; as John 
Woolman .prophesied, the time would come, when 
the enemies of ri^teousness would dash one against 
another and make a terrible rattle, and they should 
grievously torment and afflict one another. 

It is good in the days of prosperity, to remember 
the days of adversity. In the writings of Sophia 
Hume, I remarked some words on this wise; that 
not all the enemies and persecution that ever rose 
up against religion, did it that hurt that prosperity 
had done; and that where the invitations and favours 
of Providence were not regarded, judgment follow- 
ed. Jn the time of jpreat prosperity, when the fat- 
ness of the earth vf^a showered down in a plentiful 
manner upon us, we were too much like the brute 
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animals, who eat the fruit under the tree, and look 
not from whence it comes. Oppression increased 
through worldly mindedness. ^^Their idols were 
upon their hearts, and upon their cattle; the carriages 
were heavy laden — ^they were a harden to the weary 
beasts" — as the prophet Isaiah expressed in his day. 

In this time of great plenty, this nation seemed 
to have the offer of the dew of heaven, as well as the 
fatness of the earth, with the upper as well as the 
nether springs. The ministers of Christ were sent 
among us from the east and from the west, from the 
north and from the south, like cloqds filled with 
rain. But good sermons in that day of ease, fulness 
of bread and abundance of idleness, were, to many, 
too much like music to a sleepy man. Jeremiah vii. 
25. ^^ Since the day that your fathers came forth out 
of the land of Egypt, until this day, I have sent 
unto you all my servants, the prophets, daily, rising 
up early and sending them, yet they hearkened not 
unto me." 

Now when these times of great commotion came 
on fast, I remembered the privileges and blessings 
we enjoyed in days past, the peace and plenty we 
were favoured with, and the government we had liv- 
ed under; but now all civil government seemed to 
be broken up by the spirit of confusion; all trade and 
carrying on business were very much marred. No- 
thing but wasting and destruction appeared, and the 
way of peace was too little known. In the days of 
great prosperity, I often thought people made too 
much ado on every trifling occasion; when we visited 
one another, at raising of buildings, and especially at 
weddings. Oh ! the feasting and drinking, and excess 
which people did run into. I often thought the time 
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might eome when we should have to think of these 
things* In Jeremiah vii. 18, it is said, '^The children 
gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and 
the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the 
queen of heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings 
unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger. 
Do they not provoke themselves, to the confusion 
of their own faces?" 

1776. We had heard much of the calamities of 
war in New England and there away. This spring 
there was great noise and confusion about going to 
learn war, all over our neighbourhood. A company 
of men at Elsinborough went to exercise, and one 
of their guns being loaded, (he that had it, not 
knowing it,} it went off in his hand, and shot the 
load through another man that had a family. An- 
other company met together at Woodbury, and fall- 
ing out concerning going to the wars, one struck 
another with his fist several times, and killed him 
dead. This spring I took particular notice of two 
lads at our meeting^ whose dress seemed to bespeak 
them disposed for war. One of them, soon after, 
was at Keys' mill, and there got to fighting with 
one of the neighbour's boys, who pulled him down 
stairs, and he was killed. The other went to camp 
this summer, at York; he being caught several times 
asleep on his guard, news came to his parents, that 
he was to suffer death for it; which threw them into 
very, great trouble. But he was pardoned, and came 
home a few weeks afterwards, so poorly he could 
hardly keep about. 

Early this spring there was a meeting of confer- 
ence, held at our meeting house, for the strengthen- 
ing of Friends in these times of commotion. Mark 
9* 
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Reeve was there, and had a-great deal to say. Han- 
nah Foster, also spoke seemingly with a deep and 
true concern. 

9th month, 1776. Now did troubles and confu- 
sion much increase; — ^^Friends having their goods 
taken from them for not contributing to the support 
of war. This fall there was a great rumour of war, 
and a very great stop to business both in town and 
country. 

12th month. About the middle of this month, there 
was great ialk of pressing men to go to war, and 
very great fear fell on our young men in general; 
many strove to keep themselves hid, for fear of be- 
ing forced to go to war, for the army now began to 
approach so near as Burlington and there away. It 
was said that many of our young men fled to barrens 
and cedar-swamps about this time. In this month 
.they tore up and destroyed almost, if not all, the 
big bridges between Philadelphia and Mount Holly, 
to keep the English army from coming along; and 
great companies of men gathered together at Haddon- 
l^eld and Moorestown. On the 19th of this month, 
the soldiers took our meeting house to lodge in, and 
it was so thronged, we could not hold our week-day 
meeting: .so we held a little meeting at Joshua 
Bispham's, which I believe was of service to some. 
The other room was full of soldiers most of the 
time. 

It was but a week before this time that the peo- 
ple of Moorestown were, by reports, in full expec- 
tation of seeing the English army come in at the 
lower end of the town; and I did expect it before 
meeting broke up. Now did things begin to rise to 
most excessive prices, both in town and country. 
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See Jer. iv. ^^ A sound of battle is in the land^ and 
great destruction.^' 

About the middle of thismonth,^ great fear fell on 
our neighbourhood;^ we being in full expectation of 
the English army upon us; so that there was great 
ado, moving goods, and talk of hiding earthly trea- 
sure: and I suppose a great deal of that was done, in 
many places. But things seemed to turn very 
strange and unexpected. About the 22nd of this 
month, the two armies met at Mount Holly, and 
had a skirmish. The Americans were driven out of 
the town, and came back to Moorestown; and by 
reports, the Hessians, or the English party, did 
strip many very much at that time in Mount Holly. 
Perhaps, twenty years before, Mount Holly was a 
remarkably highly favoured place. 

But there was an admirable strange turn, for as 
ivas reported, about the 26th of the month, a very 
stormy day, some hundreds of the Hessians, or of 
the English party, were taken prisoners at Trenton, 
and brought to Philadelphia, and the rest drove back 
towards Brunswick. 

About this time there was mournful work, taking 
up several of the leading or active men^ some of one 
side, and some of the other, too tedious to mention 
in particular. Some were put in prison on suspicion 
of being party-takers on one side, and some on the 
other. 

About the 22d of the 1st month, 1777, there were 
very great commotions ^nd troubles amongst us. 
People were afraid of travelling the great roads, be- 
cause of the soldiers: six of our neighbours being 
taken up, pressed, and put in Burlington jail, be- 
cause they would not sign, or associate with them. 
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Some others did sign, and so were sent home, on 
condition to return to them when called on. This 
was a very sore trying time to many in Evesham 
who had lived carelessly. Remember the inhabitants 
of Laish. See Jer. xv. 19. ''Let them return unto 
thee, but return not thou unto them. And I will 
make thee unto this people a fenced brazen wall, 
and they shall fight against thee; but they shall not 
prevail against thee, for I am with thee to save thee, 
and to deliver thee, saith the Lord." 

About thifli time, Mark Miller and Thomas Red- 
man were put in Gloucester prison, for reading an 
epistle from the meeting for sufferings, held at Phi* 
ladelphia, dated' the l^lst of 12th month, 1776. 

There were such reports and noise about pressing 
men, that we seemed to expect to meet with the 
trial every day and every hour. 

Ist month 26th, 1777, We were told as we were 
going to our meetings that the soldiera intended to 
be there to press men. But the meeting was quiet. 
After it closed, we found them at the door; that is, 
two men in the r6ad, one had a gun and a bayonet 
fixed; they stopped some, and ordered and pressed 
them to meet them the next fourth-day, but let many 
pass without interruption. It is strange to think 
how accustomed we seemed to get, to these trials. 
Great stupidity and lukewarmness also prevailed. 
Yet this proved a very close trial to some of our 
neighbouring women, on account of their sons and 
husbands; there being much expectation of their 
being taken to prison, or before some of the great 
rulers. 

29th. Many of our Friends of Che&ter met the 
captain, who seemed very moderate; they not co- 
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ming to any result, adjourned to next seventh-day. 
Accordingly on s,eventh-day, the 1st of 2d month, 
Friends that were pressed met them again, and one 
of them, J. Lippincott, said, irthey had not got 
together quietly in the meeting house, it seemed to 
him, they would have marched them off. Some that 
were obliged to go, strove hard for it, and used 
many hard words. However it did not seem to me 
the trial would be very hard that time, though the 
noise and commotion were very great. The captain 
was very moderate to our friends. He "and some 
of them went down to Haddonfield to the governor, 
and our friends got released. J. Roberts' wagon was 
pressed and taken from the meeting house this day. 

About the time above mentioned, there were 
several pressed, out at Evesham, and some about 
Mount Holly, and taken prisoners up to the general; 
some had a right among Friends. It was said the 
general was pretty moderate with them, and dis- 
charged nrost of them, except some who had been 
exercising a little. This, by account, was a very 
close sifting time with them. Some were cleared 
on examination, by pleading infirmity, which they 
had been subject to. I was told, some of them, when 
they came back, looked as if they had had a fit of 
sickness. This was a very trying time to tnany who 
were forced to leave their families in a very sorrow- 
ful manner. 

At the time the press company went about, there 
were several very comical occurrences, which to re- 
late in full, would seem more jocose, than serious. 
People being in greatS^ar, took frights, when there 
was no occasion^ and thus false alarms were raised, 
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whicl^ flew BO fast, they could not be stopped till 
they had spread several miles. And some things a 
little remarkable happened to some young men Adi 
fled to get out of this trouble; they met with losses, 
and returned home* 

2d month, 16th. I went to Gloucester jail with 
my friend Joshua Evans, to see our friends Thomas 
Redman and Mark Miller, who were there yet con-* 
fined. We had a little meeting with them, which 
was to great satisfaction. The new sherifi* was with 
us, with whose company we were well pleased;- he 
being very courteous to us, and our friends in prison, 
and we had to rejoice together in that love which 
the prison walls cannot debar us from. 

2l8t There was an uncommon distemper seem- 
ed to be gCMng about at this time. It was something 
like a pleurisy, mostly beginning in the head, and 
so working down to the stomach; of which many 
were suddenly taken away. 

3d month 6th. The powerful language of mor- 
tality, was almost daily sounded in our ears. About 
this time abundance died in our neighbourhood; we 
heard of burials almost every day. There was also 
a great snow; it being a very severe cold time, and 
difficult travelling any how, so that we heard but 
little of the noise of the war for several weeks. 

14th. We heard of burials almost every day, some 
thought it was the same disorder the soldiers died so 
fast with in Philadelphia, called the camp fever. — 
The small-pox and measles began to get about; and 
there was a very awful language in our land at this 
time, though the cloud of confusion at present was a 
little gone. 
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4th month I5th. Went to Evesham, to a meeting 
of conference concerning the trials of the times, and 
to endeavour to strengthen one another. 

9th month 11th. There was almost a continual 
rofl^ing of caAnon down the river, below PhiladeK 
phia, and a dismal battle fought between the Ameri- 
cans and the English; as it was reported, a great 
many were killed and wounded on both sides. The 
English gained the victory. 

18th. Went to Haddoniield Quarterly meeting. At 
this time there were very great commotions, by rea- 
son of the strugglings of the powers of the earth.-— 
The English beitig now arrived at Philadelphia, ma- 
ny that opposed them were put to flight, and great 
ado there was, in moving families and goods from 
the town; there was a great debate in this meeting, 
amongst Friends, whether it would be best to attend 
the Yearly Meeting. Some of the foremost rank 
spoke very discouragingly; but, at length, a small 
number of Friends were appointed to attend; and 
they went down to the ferry, but could not get over, 
the boats being aU sent away, to prevent any pass- 
ing. There was dreadful work at this time, press- 
ing wagons and horses, and many Friends had their 
wagons and horses taken from them, to carry off 
stores. Such doings as this made many afraid to 
travel the great roads; and so private roads were 
sought for, and some travelled by night, for fear of 
being pressed. 

10th month 4th. There was a dreadful noise of 
guns, and roaring of cannon, over in Pennsylvania. 
The most violent firing of guns, I believe, that was 
ever yet heard in our parts. 
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1 lth% This day there was a most dreadfal roaring 
of cannon^ on the river. 

12th. We went to our meetiag, and the cannon 
fired -80 hard^ they seemed to jar the meeting-house. 

16th. After meeting, a soldier or officer came 
amongst the people> to press wagons; several plead* 
ed with him^ and got off safe with their wagons that 
time. But at Haddoniield, Friends' wagons and 
horses were pressed almost every meeting-day, 
about this time. Yet did indifierence and luke- 
warmness much prevail. See AnH)S9 iv. 10. "I 
have sent among you the pestilence after the man- 
ner of Egypt, your young men have I slain with 
the sword, and have taken away your horses. I have 
made the $tink of your camps to come up into your 
nostrils, yet have ye not returned unto me, saitfa the 
Lord." . * 

23d. Just as we were ready to set off to meeting, 
there came a man, and asked if we would take in, 
or entertain, a family that was afraid of being taken 
by the Hessian army, which were at Haddoniield, 
and it was said were going to Moorestown.' I 
thought best to leave them at their liberty. The 
man went back, and immediately the family came, 
that is, a man, J;iis wife, and two children. The wo- 
man and one of the children were crying;^ they 
would persuade us not to go to meeting; but I felt 
most easy to go. When we came to Moorestown, 
there was a great- uproar, and the people expected 
the Hessians every hour. When the meeting had 
been gathered a little while, there was a great up- 
roar and noise in the street, and an outcry that they 
were coming. A man came to the meeting-house 
door and called a Friend out, and said they would 
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be here in five minutes time. Whereupon, som^ 
Friends went out, and went home; hut the most 
part were favoured tasit still. There was a constant 
roaring of cannon all this while, which jarred the 
house; but at last came one that even shook ihe 
walls, and very much surprised the people; womdn 
turned pale, and began to cry; but sat still, and 
seemed to get over the shock. These cannon seem* 
ed so hard, I thought it was likely they were at the 
lower end of the town, which was the more dread- 
ful. When we came out of meeting, all seemed 
still and quiet, and we found it was a false alarm; 
there were no Hessians nearer than Haddon field. It 
was said that great shock was. a ship blown up. 

11th month 2d. Our meeting was quite silent and 
undisturbed, though a great number of soldiers had 
lodged there the night before. The Jersies being 
now much filled with soldiers, almost every few 
days they were going \p a fbrt down the river, op- 
posite Woodbury. Those Hessians that were' at 
Haddonfield had a battle with the Americans, and 
were beaten, and returned back to Philadelphia. 

1 7th. I was at Salem Quarterly meeting — it was 
very quiet, though it was a very distressing time to 
me, by reason of the troubles, and noises of guns, 
and wars now much prevailing. 

23d. The soldiers lodged very commonly in our 
meeting-house, about this time, yet we were not 
much disturbed^ only with the wounded and sick, 
and it smelt ugly* See Amos, iv. 10. 

27th. I went to our ftieeting, and before I got 
very near, I heard a drum; expecting the meeting- 
house and town were full of soldiers, I would have 
made excuses, aad turned back, if I durst, especially 
Vol. 1.— 10 
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when I came in sight, and saw so vast an army all 
about tbe meeting-house. There was no prospect, at 
first, of having a meeting, the plaee was so crowded; 
but in a little time, they all, or the thickest part of 
them, marched upwards, and we were favoured 
with a quiet meeting. But these were poor, low 
times With me;-^all hard— -the heavens as brass, and 
the earth as iron. 

12th month 4th. Our meeting was very much 
disturbed, by some men that came to press wagons. 
It is said they took six or seven away, or ordered 
Friends to go to Holly to load, &c. 

7th. Our meeting was favoured with quietude, 
and pretty clear o£ soldiers. 

2d month t6th, 1778« Very dreadful prospects, as 
to the outward; stripping, and driving, and tearing 
away earthly possessions. 

3d month 5th. Samuel Hopkins, from Philadel-- 
phia, had very acceptable service at our meetings 
Notwithstanding the gloomy prospect, as to the out- 
ward, we were favoured with sweet quietude, and 
comforted together without any interruption, though 
the meeting day before at that place, was much 
otherwise. 

6th month 4th. At night, there came between 
thirty and forty militia men, and quartered with us 
till seventh-day following. A sad, wicked Crew they 
were, yet took very little from us. 

7th. I Went to Haddonfield monthly meeting. 
When I had got about a mile from home, I met 
some Friends coming back, who told several of us 
that tbe English army was about a mile on the road, 
and comipg this way; which seemed something sur- 
prising to ail oiC us, and a pretty close trial to us to 
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leave our families at such a time. , After some dis- 
course^ we seemed to take courage, fear went off, 
and we all went on together. The report being so 
straight, we could not expect any other, but that we 
should go immediately amongst them. However, 
we had not gone far, before we met some soldiers; 
but they were not English. They behaved very civil, 
and let us pass; and we passed several other compa- 
nies of soldiers, but had no interruption — had a quiet 
good meeting. 

About the 18th, 19th, and 20th, the British army 
marched up from Philadelphia, through the Jersies. 
Some part went up through Evesham, and some 
through Moorestown; and a most dismal time of trial 
and stripping it was, they plundering the houses, and 
taking away horses^ and creatures of every sort.— 
Some families were exceedingly stripped, and some 
fared much better than they could expect To be 
particular in this relation, would be too extensive a 
work for me; yet this much I remark, that in this 
dismal storm or shower, there was but few lives lost 
down this way; only one that we were certain of, 
and two houses burnt down in Evesham. In this 
dreadful time, we were favoured, for they came not 
to our house; though they were all round amongst 
our neighbours — except a very few of our neighbours 
escaped their company. The 20th, they were at 
Moorestown, and we expected they would come 
every hour, and at last there came three; but they 
were deserters, and behaved well. 

7th month 12th. At our meeting, Joshua Evans 
spake very close and tight, to some of the elderly 
sort. The storm, however dreadful, whilst it was 
pver our beads, seemed to have little good effect on 



112 ABrLBCTlOKS. 

the people. Now the armiea of all sorts being gone 
away to the eastward, markets opened again, and 
people fell on to trading, and struggling after the 
treasures of the earth. 

11th month, 18th. Now as to the wars and com- 
motion hereaway, we have enjoyed much quiet a 
considerable time. But there iv^s an alarm of ano- 
ther kind, as much, if not more awful to some; and 
that was an uncommon kind of a worm which bred 
in the grain of the wheat, then eat out, and turned to 
a fly; and they were so far multiplied about Salem, 
that their bread was generally niuch hurt with it 



Selections hy a young Female^ at the age* of *e- 
venteen^ found amongst her papers^ at her de- 
cease. 

About a twelvemonth ago, I remember feeling a 
great resignation and sweetness. I think I tken 
knew what is meant by the ^^ silence of all fiesh;" a 
feeling very dif^cult to attain, but which, I am con-* 
vinced, every true Christian must strive for, till it is 
attained. For many months past, I have believed 
it my duty to do so; to endeavour to feel a mental 
stillness, or a total resignation of feeling and cessa- 
tion from thinking; and in this state to wait for Uie 
influences and teachings of Divine Grace and Truth 
in the heart. When we attain this stillness, the 
Holy Spirit directs us what to do, what to pray for, 
and how to pray, and shows ys when vocal supplica- 
tion is required of us,, and when secret, mental 
prayer, is most acceptable to the Father of Spirits. 
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I have often felt anxious to know what is real re- 
ligion; I have entreated my heavenly Guide to lead 
' me into it, however painful a surrender of heart and 
life may be; for, without that, there is no true and 
lasting peace to be found, and no preparation for the 
enjoyment of the Divine presence, in a state of per- 
fect holiness, hereafter. 

I have, at different times, been desirous to know 
whether that profession in which I have been educa- 
ted, is the right one for me to retain, or whether 
any other form of worship would be more acceptable 
to God, from me. I never made use of any vocal 
supplication on the subject; but I believe my secret 
prayers were accepted by Him who knew the sin- 
cerity in which they were addressed. 

After waiting to be instructed, my desires are at 
length fully answered ; for inward revelation assures 
me, that mine must be a religion of stillness, and to- 
tal resignation of self; that whether the feeling of 
devotion excited, be that of prayer, praise, gratitude, 
or adoration, I must be immediately influenced by 
the Spirit of Christ, before I can feel union and 
communion with my Heavenly Father; which, 
(whether in words or not,) constitutes' alone the es- 
sence of worship. I feel convinced, that whatever 
the outward form of worship may be, the only true 
and acceptable offering is a sacrifice of the heart; 
and the more I feel of a devotional spirit, the more 
I am led to be still, and not to look for instrumental 
aid; for I feel that Christ, the inward Teacher and 
Comforter, is all-sufficient, and that he is waiting 
to do me good. In these precious moments, I feel 
any ministry a burden, that is not prompted by the 
immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit, for any 
10* 
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hut such ministry must break that inward stillness^. 
in which the Diyine will is shown to us, and heaven- 
ly consolations are administered. I often keep si- 
lence, (mentally,) that I may renew my strength; 
then I mount, as on '^eagle's wings/' Till within 
the la$t year I knew but little, if any thing, of this 
stillness, and my devotions consisted chiefly of sup- 
plication and praise^ and sopietimes of gratitude to. 
tlt^e Supreme Being. Now, on a bed of sickness^ 
perhaps of death, (being in a very precarious state,) 
I feel confirmed in the assurance, that in mental 
stillness only, is to be felt that peace, and joy, and 
union with our Maker, which is, and ever will be, 
the Christian's oxily hope and confidence in the {so- 
lemn and certain hour of dissolution. 



MEMOIR OF MARY BERRY. 

It i^ more for the sake of obtainio^ .further information respecting^ 
this dedicated handmaid, than to present the reader with a regular 
biographical sketch of her life and character, that the following brief 
notice is inserted. Should any of the friends or relations of Mary 
Berry, be possessed of any juanuacripts, or further account of her 
public labours or private charactffl*, that might be profitable to survi- 
vors, the pages of. the Miscellany will be open for their reception... 

In the year 1788, Mary Berry visited Friends in 
the counties of Philadelphia and Chester, in the ex- 
ereise of her gift as a minister of the gospel. She 
was then a member of Thirdhaven monthly meet- 
ing, on the Eastern Shore of Maryland: and in the 
year, following, she opened a religious concern la 
yi^it those not professing with Friends, ia Dorches- 
ter ai)d Caroline counties, with an openness in her 
mind, to visit s<Hne of the pec^e called Nlcholites^ 
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This visit o£ love haying been performed, she was 
furnished with a minute of the concurrence of the 
monthly meeting, in order to attend the Yearly- 
Meetings of Maryland and Virginia; and in the 8th 
month, 1792, a like minute was granted her to at* 
tend Carolina Yearly Meeting, and to travel in 
'Truth's service, in the Southern States. She re*- 
turned from this visil in the 4tl;i month, and inform- 
ed her Friends of the continuance of her concern to 
labour further in those parts. In unity therewith, a 
new certificate was furnished her at the next month- 
ly meeting. . 

On her return from these arduous labours, she in* 
formed her Friends, that agreeable to prospect, she 
had visited some of the meetings of Friends on the 
Western Shore of Maryland and Virginia, most of 
those in Nor^th Carolina, and all in South Carolina 
and Georgia, which afforded peace and satisfaction 
of mind, on her return home; "and," said she, 
^ demands acknowledgments of gratitude to the arm 
of Divine sufficiency, who has strengthened and sus* 
tained in the various difficulties attending." 

In the year following, she made a visit to the fami- 
lies of Friends at Motherkill and Three Runs; and 
in the 12Jh month, spread before the monthly meet* 
ing,^^in a lively and affecting manner, that she had, 
for a considerable time, felt a concern, under a pros* 
pect of some religious service in the city of Annapor 
lis." This concern was united with, and a minute 
of the concurrence of her Friends, fui*nished on the 
occasion. 

In the 3d month, 1795, she opened a concern to 
visit some of the West India Islands,. This subject 
called forth the feeling sympathy and unity of her 
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Friends^ and in the 8th month, they gave her the 
, following certificate: . 

*<The bearer hereof, our dear and ancient friend, 
Mary Berry, a minister of the gospel, well esteem- 
ed amongst the brethren, and of an exemplary and 
pious life and conversation, haying, in a weighty 
manner, spread before a former sitting of this meet- 
ing, a concern wHich had for some years rested on 
her mind, to pay a visit in gospel love, to some of 
the West India Islands, particularly to .Barbadoes; 
and the subject having, several times, been under 
our solid deliberation, and much sympathy being 
felt, with desires for her preservation and support, 
under the trials and difficulties which may fall to 
her lot, — a general freedom was felt, and expressed, 
to yield her up to the service, to proceed therein as 
Truth may open and direct her way, under the gui- 
dance of the great Shepherd, who, when he putteth 
forth his own, graciously condescends to go before 
them. We commend her to his disposal and holy 
care, and to the sympathy and attehtion of all Chris- 
tian people, where her lot may be cast, desiring that 
in this dedication of heart to her Master's service, 
she may experience that peace which is the reward 
of obedience. 

Given forth from a monthly meetihg of men and 
women Friends, held for conducting the affairs of 
the church, at Thirdhaven, in Talbot county, State 
of Maryland, in North America, the 13th day of the 
8th month, 1795." 

The above certificate and concern, *^ having ob- 
tained the concurrence of the Quarterly meeting, as 
also the meeting of Ministers and Elders in Phila- 
delphia, as. expressed by their endorsements made 



MAUT BERRY. 117 

on it, the same was returned to Thirdhavea mluith- 
ly meeting; — it appearing ths^t a suitable passage had 
not occurred for her going ito those places, (being a 
time of wari) jand her advanced age and bodily in- 
firmity being noiv such, as to render it unsuitable fen: 
her to undertake 'the voyage, together with the diffir- 
culty and uncertainty of the passage; — it is thought 
proper to take in the said certificate, hoping the de- 
dication of her mind to this important service, may 
prove an acceptable oflfering.'* 

In the winter of 1790, ^d month, ^Mary Berry 
accompanied Job Scott to a number of meetings, on 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and in Delaware 
State, of whom Job writes thus: — " Dear Mary Ber- 
ry is one of the most skilful labourers I have ever 
known. She bows to the root, keeps down to the 
life, thereby works through wonderfully; and most- 
ly, in the end, reigns triumphantly.*^ 

At a meeting at Motherkill, he says, " Dear Ma- 
ry Berry lifted up her voice like one of the sweet- 
est singers of Israel. She fs not only advanced in 
years, but I think, as thoroughly 'redeemed from 
the earth, and from amongst men,^ and her affections 
as much set on things above, as any one I ever saw^ 
without exception, and she shines accordingly. — 
May every such illustrious example animate the 
minds of all that behold their beauty^ and engage 
them to press forward through all the crowds of op^ 
position, to the mark, for the prize of the high call- 
ing. I think she is the most bowed in prayer^ lies 
the lowest, and rises the most in the purity, with^ 
the least of creaturely animation, and most of divine 
life, of almost any I have known. Oh! that this 
may become more aA4 moi:^ the case in our society, 
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as wen as througHout the earth. Great is the need 
of amendment herein, not only annong others, but 
mournfully so among us." 

For several of the. last years of her life, Mary 
Berry was mostl v confined to her own room, except 
going to meeting. Such was her bodily infirmity, 
that when apparently unable to stand alone, she 
would frequently rise in meeting, and speak with 
life and power for a considerable time, without 
appearing to be fatigued; evidently supported by 
supernatural. strength, and verifying the apostle's as- 
sertion, **He that raised up Christ from the dead 
shall also quicken your mortal bodies, by his spirit 
that dwelleth in you." 

She was diligent in the attendance of meetings, 
although residing about three miles distant, even 
when her bodily strength had so far failed, that she 
had to be carried from her carriage, to her seat in 
the gallery, and back. Thus, supported by the Di- 
vine life, her zeal for truth, and love to her friends, 
continued to the close of her useful and exemplary 
Jife^ and she departed in peace. 



Testimony concerning Richard Cooper. 

On the 3d day of the 10th month, 1820, our es- 
teemed friend, Richard Cooper, departed this life, at 
about the age of one hundred years. He was a de- 
scendant of the greatly oppressed Africans, a native 
of the Island of Barbadoes, and by birth a slave. At 
the age of twelve or fourteen years, he was brought 
to this country and sold. Having frequently changed 
owners^ he at length became the property of a mem- 
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ber of the Society of Friends; and at the time of the 
total emancipation^ by the society, of its slaves, he 
was liberated from an unmerited and unjust bondage* 
About this time^he became convinced of the efficacy 
of the religious principles of Friends, which he as- 
cribed to the tender care and frequent admonitions 
of his mistress, in directing hid mind to the princi- 
ple of divine grace and truth in the heart He was 
a frequent attender of Friends' meetings, and in ad- 
vanced life, requested to be admitted a member of 
the society, and was received* His conduct and con- 
versation corresponding in good degree, with his pro- 
fession, he became generally respected and beloved. 

By the people of colour in his neighbourhood, he 
was consulted in most matters of controversy in which 
they were interested, and his good counsel always 
tended. to, and often effected, an amicable adjustment 
of differences. He appeared generally concerned to 
promote friendship and. brotherly love; and in his 
friendly visits, he mostly had a word of religious ex- 
hortation. Having no school learning, and being 
desirous for advancement in the knowledge of best 
things, he would, when opportunities offered, request 
the scriptures of Truth and other good books to be 
read for him; esteeming them valuable in directing 
the mind to that source from whence all true wisdom 
comes. 

In his last thickness, he expressed a thankfulness 
that Friends had received him into membership, and 
that he had been so favoured as not to have been 
burdensome, and hoped that his eoikluct had brought 
no reproach upon the society. It was truly comfort- 
able to visit him; not murmuring nor complaining, 
he appeared thankful and resigned, numbering the 
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many mercies and blessingft which hud been bestow- 
ed upon him, and having a word of eonsolation or 
encouragement to all. He expressied a desire for the 
prosperity of the society, and partieularly for the 
rising generation, that they might be willing to take 
the yoke of Christ upon them, and so become 
strengtheners to their elder brethren, and fitted to 
stand firm in the caiise of truth, of which he said 
they never would have reason to repent 

Upon taking leave of those who visited him, he 
generally expressed something to them by way of 
blessing. His last advice to his children was, that 
they should not fall out about the little stuff he had 
to leave behind him. Through the gradual decay of 
nature, his long and useful life was brought to a 
close, and the belief is entertained, that he has en- 
tered into the rest prepared for the righteous. 

To record the christian virtues of the deceased, 
that we may imitate their example, i^ sanctioned by 
tha^t voice which spoke from heaven, saying, "write, 
blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth: yea, saith the spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours, and their works do follow them." 

Signed by order of Little Creek preparative meet- 
ing, in Delfiware, held 4th month 5th, 18:81, by 

Samtjei. Price, 7 cf i> 
Rebecca Hanson, S ^'^^^• 



Letter from Edward Stahltt, 

Alexandria, 9th month 24tb, 1829. 

Thy father's letter, my dear E., giving me intelli- 
gence of the peaceful close of our dear Ann, came 
duly to hand. 
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The infbfmation was not unexpected; for when I 
Was last with you, the probability that she would be- 
fore long, be released from the pains and troubles of 
time, seemed very apparent. ' I am fully persuaded 
^that there is no cause to tttourn for her, as I am satis- 
fied that the graeious Being who created and preser- 
ved her innocent, has translated her gentle spirit to 
a state of being, ^' where the wicked cease from trou- 
bling, and the weary are at rest/* That thy affec- 
tionate feelings should be deeply distressed by the 
event, is neither strange nor improper. On the con- 
trary, our blessed Example pronounced a blessing 
upon those that mourn: and I think I am qualified 
by experience to say, that there is in the tendering 
influences of mourning upon the human mind, a pre- 
paration wrought to receive more abundantly, the 
impressions which produce present and everlasting 
comfort. There are no earthly events which have so 
powerful a tendency to ** remove the earth out of her 
place" in the soul's affections, as the loss of an inti- 
mate and beloved friend : for as they are the dearest 
of all earthly treasures, so they are precisely like 
ourselves. And we see, that which has occurred to 
them, we also are liable to; and the love we have for 
them, brings the impression home to the feelings, 
and fixes it there. And as long as our love for their 
memory remains, so^ long is our attention turned, 
with proportionate correctness, to the seat of en- 
deared recollections within ourselves. And though, 
like Mary Magdalene at the* sepulchre, we may go 
there to weep, yet that is the place where we find 
the blessed Saviour, the source and bestower of all 
consolation and comfort 

Well, my precious child, is not mourning crown- 
VoL. I.— 11 
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ed with comfort, when it leads to a diseovery 6o 
blessed? I am not willing to doubt that it will have 
this desirable effect upon thy gentle spirit; and that 
thou wilt yet see, that it has been '^expedient" for 
thee that this dear outward object of thy loye, 
^* should go away/' in order that thou mightest be- 
come increasingly acquainted with that 'Mioly spi- 
rit,'' which gave her all her loveliness, — and will 
lead thee also into all truth, and become, even in thy 
own estimate, a treasure, for which all other things 
are cheaply parted with. 

It was consistent with the wisdom and goodness 
of my heavenly Father, to introduce my mind into 
the depth of sorrow, preparatory to my more inti- 
mate acquaintance with his wisdom and power, as 
spiritually manifested. 

The dearest object of my affections, my precious 
wife, was removed from me by death. She was my 
idol, at whose shrine all my warmest affections were 
devoted; and when she was taken from me, not on- 
ly was my "heavens shaken/' but "the earth also 
was removed out of her place;" and in the bitterness 
of my afiSiction, I was ready to conclude that a sen- 
tence of everlasting extinction was pronounced up- 
on all my hopes of happiness. My state of mind was 
that of a wilderness, where none but doleful tempers 
and principles had their habitation, and to these I 
was a continual prey. These experiences have quali- 
fied me, not only to sympathise with those who are 
under similar afflictions, but twenty-three years of 
added experience, h^ve shown me, that though ^' he 
allures us into the wilderness," it is for merciful pur- 
poses, lie does not intend that for our permanent 
residence; but after he has rendered us sensible of 
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^e frailty of all things but himself ^ and of the dis- 
order and confusion which results from every other 
government but his own, — he begins the blessed 
work of the new creation^ agreeably to his own de- 
elaration, ^'behold I make all things new/' 

I am persuaded, my dear child, that thou wilt find 
this^ gracious promise realized in thy hereafter expe- 
rience, if thou wilt not resist his operations, nor at- 
tempt to accomplish for thyself, and by means of thy 
own devising, a liberation from the wilderness con- 
dition. " Let patience have its full and perfect work." 
" Trust in the Lord with all thy heart, and lean not 
to thy own understanding;'' and he will prepare thy 
way, by changing all that constitutes the wilderness, 
(a work which man of himself never did, nor ever 
can perform) by creating in thee a new heart, and 
renewing a right spirit within thee. And as the 
blessed work will be performed by him^ and not by 
thyself, nor any other being, he will become the ob- 
ject of thy love. And then thou wilt "come up from 
the wilderness, leaning upon thy beloved," — "fair 
as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible (to every 
thing that would hurt or annoy thee) as an army 
with banners.'^ This is what my tenderest affections 
hope and desire for thee. Do not give thyself up to 
too much grief and dejection; but cultivate resigna-^ 
tion to the will of thy heavenly Father. 

The dear one who is gone, is doubtless better pro- 
vided for, than if she were here, with the sovereign- 
ty of the world, and all its treasures at her command. 
And though thou art deprived of the comfort of her 
society, thou hast many benefits remaining; and 
above all, thou hast free access to that pure fountain 
of life aod love^ which is manifested within thee, of 
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which thoa mayest drink as certainly as she does, 
and find it to be at once the baptizing element, and 
the riyer of the water of life, of which thy soul may 
drink and live forever, in the enjoyment of its pre- 
cious influences. ^ 

Please to present my affectionate salutation to thy 
father, and all thy beloved relations, as if named. I 
cordially love them, and desire their individual pros- 
perity in the best things; and for thee, my dear £.^ 
I shall continue to feel a father's solicitude and a fa- 
ther's love. Write to me soon, for thy letters are 
always acceptable to thy affectionate friend, 

Edward Stabl£r. 



From the, same* 

Alexandria, let month 15th, 1829.1^ 

The trembling hand of an invalid, just recovering 
from a two week's attack of sickness, is now employ^ 
ed to thank my young friend for her very acceptable 
letter. I deem it a privilege of no ordinary magni- 
tude, which is enjoyed by the young people of our 
society, that from their earliest years they are made 
familiar with the words, ^^ the kingdom of heaven is 
within you," — "that which is to be known of Grod, 
is manifested within you," &c. And I congratulate 
my dear M., that her views have been directed into 
the same channel, by her affectionate parents and 
friends; of which her letter contains abundant evi- 
dence. But I was also favoured in the same way, 
and yet much of my life passed away with nothing 
l>etter than conjectural ideas of what these th\pgs 
meant; my mind was indeed impressed with a vague 
conception of sqmething blessed ati^d |;lor4Q<;^s^ to be 
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known for the first time^ after the death of the body. 
Without once thinking, or stopping to inquire, why 
the same thing, which it was beHeved would produce 
these blessed and glorious effects hereaftery should 
not also (according to their measure) produce the 
same effects now, agreeably to the obvious meaning 
of the above scripture passages; for thou wilt observe 
that both of them are made in^ the present tense. — 
How greatly important then it is, not only to. know 
that the kingdom of heaven is within us, — but to be 
assured, with infallible certainty, of what it consists 
in; lest, by mistaking any thing else for it, we may 
be deluded into a dependance upon something that 
will disappoint us in our utmost need, and render 
jOur experience accordant with the poet^s expression, 
*' Man never isj but always to be blessM.'* 
The venerated and invaluable volume of the scrip- 
tures, gives a very different account of this interest- 
ing concern, from the general imaginings of man* 
kind in relation to it Whether we consult the his- 
torical or preceptive parts of it, they alike declare, 
that human nature ever has been made good and 
happy, and acceptable in the divine sight, by righ" 
teousness; and bad, miserable and unacceptable, by 
wickedness. That no theory, however correct, nor 
no profession, however pure, has ever been an effec- 
tual substitute for goodness^ no more than clear 
ideas of food and drink, can answer the purposes of 
nutrition, instead of the articles which really nourish, 
— ^is alike conspicuous to all human nature. But this 
is not more plain, nor more certain, than that the 
real presence and power of holiness is necessary to 
make men holy. The deceptive theories, notions, 
and opinions, which men have dignified with th« 
ll» 
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name of the Christian Beligionj ought to be tested 
by their fruits. If they have Dot power to save us 
from wickedDess and misery now, what stronger 
evidence can we have, that they always will be alike 
ineffectual ? And what stronger reason can we have 
for renouncing all dependance upon them, than this 
evident incapacity to save us, or make us happy? 
Qur Lord^ in his sermon on the mount, opened this 
matter clearly, and showed 'what it was that had 
power to bless us. ^^ Blessed (he says) are the pure 
in heart — the peace-makers — the merciful — the poor 
in spirit — the hungerers and thirsters after righteous- 
ness," &c. ; not one word about believing this or 
that opinion or doctrine, maintained by this or that 
society, or contended for by this or that learned 
man. He well knew, what his apostle afterwards 
knew and proclaimed, that ^Uhe kingdom of God 
was not in word, but in powerJ*^ And all experi- 
ence says the same thing; for the power of love is 
that alone which can make any of us affectionate; 
and the power o£ justice makes us just; and the 
power of holiness makes us holy, &c. And these, 
my dear child, are the living words of that living 
law, which the Lord said he would write in the 
hearts of his people, by obedience to which, he 
would "be their God,'* and they "should be his 
sons and daughters.'' For, as all outward laws are 
made up of many written words, and all these words 
combined, form the codes of outward laws, which 
are inscribed upon paper, or some other outward 
material: so the law of God is constituted of those 
spiritual word^, which Christ said ^^are spirit and 
life;" and consequently are not dead or material (as 
all written and printed words are) neither are they 
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written on paper nor ^^ tables of stone/' but apon 
the table of the heart: nor are they "written with 
pen and ink^ but by the finger of the living God.'' 
For it is he alone who gives us love, joy, peace, gen- 
tleness, meekness, humility, patience, justice, godli- 
ness, and every other "good and perfect gift " And 
they are evidently spiritual and vital, and are the 
only means that our heavenly Father hath appoint- 
ed ta make us free from the "law of sin and death." 
They therefore (and not written words) compose, or 
form the "law of the spirit of life, in Christ Jesus:" 
and we always find them ^^ within t/V' operating 
and working within us, to make us affectionate, joy- 
ful, peaceable, gentle, true, meek, humble, &c. or 
in one word, opening the "kingdom of heaven 
within us," which consists in righteousness, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

These are the blessed and beatifying powers, or 
operations of the life of God, (which is the "Christ 
in us,") — that I wish most earnestly to turn thy at- 
tention to, as unto a light that will never delude 
thee, — a dependance that will never disappoint thee; 
a heavenly friend that will never forsake thee. Thou 
wilt find it as much superior to the noblest edifice 
that ever was formed by human ingenuity, as heaven 
is above ear^h. Thy own brightest conjectures will 
become dark before the splendour of its realities, and 
thy spirit will no longer languish in uncertainty, or 
be under the necessity of inquiring of others, "if 
they have seen him whom thy soul loveth;" for in 
passing from every external thing or dependance, 
but a little, thou wilt find him j and he will be infal- 
libly known to thee by "his works;" for it is he 
who writes these living words upon our hearts; ipd 



128 ON THE DEATH OF 

by these he is at once made known^ and ^^the way, 
the truth, and the life,'' explained to us, and we 
made partakeni of all that is made known. 

My affectionate salutations are presented to thy 
dear parents, and to the dear girls, A. and E. H. ; I 
feel greatly interested for them, belieying their 
hearts, as ^'good ground/' are prepared to bring 
forth <' fruit unto life eternal." Tell A. that her 
very acceptable letter came duly to hand, and that I 
shall answer it shortly, if life and health permit. 
Farewell, my dear M., believe me to be with much 
truth of affection, thy sincere friend, 

Edward Stabler. 



On the death of Susanna James^ younger daugh- 
ter of Mel and JRebekah James, of Philadet- 
phia, who departed this life, the \4ith of the Ath 
tnonthy 1774. •Addressed to her Mother, 

How transient, friend, is human bliss below! 

How false and fickle, every mortal trust! 
Or dash'd with care, or veil'd in deeper woe, 

The thorn, our pillow, and our bed, the dust. 

Life's a probationary state, at best. 

To form the spirit for a purer air: 
On earth's bleak coast, we at our peril, rest, 

And clouds eclipse the fairest prospects here. 

Come, feel this solemn, undisputed truth; 

Come, sympathetic, view the aspiring maidf 
With hope surrounded, — in the bloom of youth^ — 

Of friends possess'd, — ^nor yet of death, afraid. 
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With each endearing prospect, — social joy, — 
The smile of friendship, — and the voice of love; 

With all that binds more firm the mortal tie. 
With all jthat can the Christian hero prove; 

Her guiltless mind, with innocence serene. 
Grave up each blessing to the awful rod; 

Surveyed with fortitude the closing scene, 

BowM to the stroke and slept, — resigned to God. 

Adieu ! dear maid ! while round thy spotless urn, 
The sigh of friendship, and the voice of love. 

Rending with grief, — ^thy early exit mourn, 
Rest,-^^in thy lot, — and share the joys above! 

Hail, favour'd soul! with most peculiar grace; 

(Could we the futorre, as the past, survey;) 
So soon complete thy task, and run thy racCi 

So early enter on immortal day. 

Nor let surviving friends^ in grief repinei 
Nor view her favour'd lot, a chastening ro^: 

The awful call was perfect love, divine. 
Unerring wisdom, and the will of God. 

But nature claims, — and sympathy demands, 
The tender tribute to her memory paid; 

Around her tomb, see pensive friendship stands. 
The sorrowing matron, and the weeping maid. 

Each join the father's sigh — ^the mother's woe,— . 

The sister's anguish, — and the brother's tear: 
Great nature's claim — and friendship's gen'rous glow. 

From feeling bosoms, and from hearts sincere* 

Once more adieu! — -safe in the arms of God, — 
Enjoy thy rest, — rest, undisturb'd and pure^ 

Shelter'd by love from every future rod,-^. 
Thy warfare finish'd, — and thy heaven secure. 
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Then let not friendship's voice, — nor nature's claim. 
Her smiling virtue, nor her early close, 

Pierce the fond mother's tender breast with pain, — 
Awake the parent, — and renew her woes. 

Her end was favoured with a mind serene, — 
With christian faith and fortitude sustain'd, 

(Escap'd each danger of the future scene) 

And by this stroke, her perfect freedom gain'd. 

Here, fix thy hopes, secure from floods of woe; 

Thy child is safe, in love and life, divine; 
She clos'd in peace, the important race below. 

And angels hail, when mortals dare repine. 

Fidelia.* 

To Fidelia f in answer to the foregoing. 

Thanks, good Fidelia, for that gentle tear, 
By nature taught, in virtue's cause to flow; 

Thy gen'rous sympathy, and grief sincere; 

Thy willing sitrain, — soft, soothing note of woe. 

As comes the messenger of joyful news. 
As the fond husband meets his loving wife; 

So to my soul, thy tranquil, sorrowing muse, 
Restor'd each languid motion into life. 

Yes, dear Fidelia, folly 'tis to mourn 
For virtue, gone to meet its just reward. 

Wet with unmanly tears, the virgin's urn; 
These but the trappings of a slight regard. 

Through folly's mazy labyrinth, to rove. 

To praise or censure things beyond our view; 

Is but to turn my fruitless strains of love. 
To changeful whirlwinds, and my grief renew. 

» Said to have been the signature of the late Hannah Griffitta, de« 
ceased. 
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The Almighty saw my prospects rising fair^ 
Hcj pitying, saw, foi: yanity I strove^ 

Then proved my projects desert as the air> 
And fixM their object in his realms above. 

Yetnature, — ah! that tenderest, dearest tie! 

Pardon, Fidelia, one intruding tear; 
The lilies drooping, hang their heads and die, 

The sickening roses leave theif beauties here! 

Her life, — ^the beauty of a summer's day, — 
Her death, the prize of everlasting joy: 

Where guardian angels now invite her stay, 

And with Heaven's pleasures, time's long space 
employ. 

Adieu, Fidelia:^ — while my. heart retains 
One spring of gratitude, it flows to thee^ 

Whose soft, harmonious, sympathizing strains, 
Fixes our hearts in mild serenity. 

Fl.0]tIA. 



Israel FoDlke, the author of the followingr letter, was a worthy 
member, and elder of Richland monthly meeting, Bucks county, 
Pennsylvania. He was long afflicted with a cancer in his face, 
which he bore with much meekness and patience. The ** opportu- 
nity'* he alludes to was a season of retirement with some Friends, 
wIk) were travelling in the service of Truth, and made him a visit. 
He died not long after. 

Letter from Israel Foulke. 

Richland, 30th of 10th month, 1822. 
Beloved Friend, — My spirit was refreshed in 
the precious, though short opportunity we were fa- 
voured with together, last seventh-day morning, and 
I think my mind received some instruction, which 
I hope will be profitable. 
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And now I feel a freedom to impart something 
respecting the state of my own mind, and how it has 
fared with mcy under the present afflictive dispensa" 
tion; wherein I have abundant cause humbly to ac- 
knowledge the merciful kindness, and manifold fa- 
yours of my heavenly Father, particularly in favour- 
ing me with a calm, peaceful, and resigned state of 
mind, which, if it is mercifully continued to the end, 
I ask no greater favour: for although I have often 
felt like one that was passing through a land of 
drought and famine, yet it has pleased him in whom 
I trust, sometimes to open a little access to the di- 
vine fountain, whereby my mind has been revived, 
and encouraged to hope and persevere to the end; 
and poor, and unworthy as I am, and am often feel- 
ingly sensible thereof, yet I have sometimes been 
permitted to feel my mind'a little animated, in anti- 
cipating the prospect of ere long being admitted to 
join the society of my beloved friends, who are 
gone before, and to mingle with the spirits of the 
just, made perfect Oh! how humbling the prospect! 
Oh! how little must we feel, on being admitted into 
such exalted society. 

When I contemplate the state of our religious so- 
ciety, my mind is covered with mourning and sad- 
ness. The apparent hnguor and indifference which 
is often observable in religious meetings, is cause of 
deep mourning; and I have sometimes thought that 
one great cause of declension, has been the neglect 
of parents to feel after a right qualification to watch 
the gradual unfolding of the understandings of their 
children, and to labour early to imbue their tender 
minds with right principles and ideas, before wrong 
ones become established. But, alas! how is this to 
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be expected from such parents, who have attained 
Fery little, or no experience themselves; it is impos- 
sible for them to commmiicate that which they have 
not; and we, none of us, have any thing but what 
we have received. 

With the salutation of love, I conclude, thy friend, 

Israel Foulke. 



WILLIAM SAVERY'S NARRATIVE 
O/ the early part of his Life^ and Rtligkms Ex- 

erdses. 

Feeling, at this time, the continued extension of 
the Lord's exceeding great mercy to me, I am en* 
gaged, for my own satisfaction and encouragement, 
in the future steps of my life, through this scene of 
close probation and trial, to minute some of the most 
remarkable of his dealings with me; being sensible 
that the day of my espousals ought ever to be grate- 
fully, and with humble reverence of heart, had in 
remembrance, to the praise of him, for whom I have 
this testimony, that he is a God of infinite mercy, 
long forbearance, and much loving kindness,' even 
to rebellious sons and haughty daughters. 

I may acknowledge, that, notwithstanding mj re- 
volt, and turning aside from the paths of purity and 
peace, the Lord has been graciously near me all my 
life long, and has watched over me, as a tender fa- 
ther, for good; and smitten me by his spirit, when 
I have been rebelling against his holy law, written 
in my heart, and making merry over the Witness; 
and has reached to me, and tendered me, in the 
midst of mirth and jollity. He has fallowed me to 
Vol. I.— 12 
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my chamber, and upon my pillow, and drawn tears 
of sorrow and contrition from me, when no eye has 
been privy to it, but his all-seeing eye; so that my 
days of joy and laughter, have often produced nights 
of sorrow and weeping. Yet still I continued sinning 
and repenting, and turning the grace of God into 
wantonness, for a number of years; though favour- 
ed to see, at times, and in part, the beauty there is 
in holiness; but fearful of incurring the scoff and 
scorn of the world's deluded votaries, should I turn 
my back upon It^ 

Activity of spirits, loose discourse, and noisy 
mirth, were my sad refuge, to drown serious reflec- 
tions; yet the ^' worm that never dieth,'' a wounded 
conscience, often embittered my sweetest draughts 
of pleasure. In this state, I was inclined, sometimes, 
in a serious hour, to read Young's Night Thoughts; 
which, I think, by the assistance of the gracious 
Helper, was made serviceable to me. Friends' 
writings, and even the holy scriptures, were irk- 
some to me; but the energy, depth, and solemn 
subject of that book, roused me to more serious 
thought, than ever before; and here I date my 
gradual progress from the brink of that precipice, 
whi.^.h must otherwise inevitably have proved my 
ruin. 

I now saw the iniquity of mispending my precious 
^time; and refrained from frequenting taverns, card* 
playing, and places of diversion, all of which I was 
fond of, and indulged myself in. Yet I found means 
to hide much of my conduct from my dear parents, 
who, I believe, saw but little out of order in me, ex- 
cept my dress, which I could not bear so plain as 
becomes our holy profession; and this grieved them. 
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But, alas! he that knows the secrets of all hearts, 
and whose eye runs to and fro, beholding the evil 
and the good, knew that this was one of the smaller 
evils, which I was in the practice of; and that the 
tree was not good, and therefore not likely its fruit 
should be so. 

Now I struggled hard to break myself of my fond- 
ness for much company, seeing the snare there was 
in it; and likewise being apt to relate adventures and 
tales, to provoke mirth; and often, for the embellish- 
ment of them, to strain beyond the truth. I was 
much concerned to watch over myself, in this parti- 
cular; which is both dishonourable and sinful, yet a 
vice that I have observed to be very prevalent among 
the youth of both sexes, particularly in this city. 
Even in companies that are termed polite, or well 
bred, the discourse is often so strained, that few sen- 
tences or narratives^ if examinied, would be found to 
be strictly true. Some fondly imagine that there is 
but little harm in telling untruths, unless they be 
seriously told; not considering our holy profession, 
and who it was that said, "let your yea be yea, and 
your nay, nay; for whatsoever is more than this 
Cometh of evil.*' 

Oh! the folly of thus mispending our precious 
time ! How watchful, how careful ought we to be, 
of our words and actions; always remembering that 
the holy eye of an all-seeing God pervades the most 
secret chambers we can retire to; and his ear is ever 
open to hear both the evil and the good! Insomuch 
that one formerly said, there is not a thought in the 
heart, nor a word on the tongue, but he knows it' 
altogether. Yea, and many of the present, awful 
day, have known when the terrors of the Lord have 
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overtaken them for sin/ and they have had to taste 
of the spirit of judgment and of burning, — that every 
secret thing has been brought to light, and all the 
hidden works of darkness have been made manifest; 
and that even fQr4dle words they have had to ren- 
der an account. 

When we have long wandered, and got far and 
wide from the pure path, that the Lord's ransomed 
children have to walk in, though it may seem to 
have been in small things, — yet they make close, 
trying work for us; and many deep baptisms we 
have to pass through, before we can witness them to 
be washed away, and cast, as it were, into the depth 
of the sea. When this is experienced, such have, 
indeed, cause to acknowledge, with great humility 
of soul, that it is the mere mercy of him, whose 
mercies are (blessed be his great name,) over all his 
works; for if it were hot so, what flesh could stand 
before him? How many of the rebellious sons and 
daughters of this generation must have been consu- 
med long ago? His very judgments are in mercy, 
for the gathering of a hard-hearted, and stiff-necked 
people. And some who, with myself, have beea 
rescued, as from the very jaws of the devourer, can 
praise his holy name with, songs of gratitude and 
joy; knowing that in the very midst of judgment, 
he does still remember mercy. 

But to return. I had been employed, as before 
related, in bringing myself to a more circumscribed 
life; being pretty careful in my conduct and conver* 
sation, and just in my dealings amongst men; and 
was willing to believe that I had attained to great 
matters; and that I might now take up my rest, for 
by my own strength, ability and contrivance, I could 
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not only keep up a fair, upright character among 
men, and make myself hiappy and respected; but, 
(Oh! the deceitful workings of satan! Oh! the mys- 
tery of iniquity!) that it would, at the close of time 
here, gain me an inheritance among all those that 
are sanctified, in the regions of purity and peace. 

But here, how can I sufficiently adore my great 
and good Master, who had thus far, though to me un- 
seen, led me along; and who, indeed leads the blind 
by a way which they know not! How can I suffi- 
ciently adore him for his continued regard and care 
over me, in that he did not suffer me to remain long 
in this state of delusion and error; but disturbed my 
false rest, and made me, at times, exceedingly un- 
easy with it. At length, he gate me to see that not- 
withstanding my regularity of behaviour, and all my 
boasted attainments, I fell far short of that purity, 
which all the vessels of the Lord's house must come 
to; and that I was yet only under the law, which 
cannot make the comers thereunto perfect; not hav- 
ing passed under the flaming sword, nor felt the day 
of the Lord to come, which burns as an oven. 

This brought great distress and anxiety of mind 
over me; and, sometimes, I was ready to doubt the 
truth of these divine revelations. I was also exceed- 
ingly desirous to find, if possible, an easier way to 
happiness, than by submitting myself wholly to the 
cross, of which I had, as yet, experienced but little. 
And one night, as I was much tossed and distressed 
in mind, (which was usual for me about that time,) 
i went to bed, as one that was in a dark and howling 
wilderness, where I could see no way out, to the 
right hand, or to the left. But, at length, the Lord^ 
who, indeed, watched over me continually for good,^ 
X3« 
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(bleflsed and praised forever be hia name!) brought 
me into some degree of composure, so that I believe 
I went to alqep. Be that as it might, it appeared to 
me that I was travelling with a friend, and we saw, 
at a distance from us, a very spacious house, the like 
] had never seen, situate on a high hill, which I be- 
lieved to be the mansion of rest and happiness. We 
kept together along the road, and with little difficult 
ty, arrived wilhin a few yards of the house^ which 
we then perceived to be the back part of it; and in 
the door stood a very venerab]e old man, whom I 
thought to be one of the prophets, and who, 1 think, 
beckoned to us not to come forward. At which we 
stopped; and he informed us, we were not right; that 
this was not the right way into the house; and that 
if we got in that way, we should not enjoy the hap- 
piness we expected. Upon which I left my compa- 
nion, and soon found myself at the front of the house. 
But now, the difficulty appeared; for, between me 
and it, was a furnace, which all that ever arrived 
therein, must pass through. Around this furnace, at 
li little distance, stood a multitude of people, who, I 
believed, had likewise the desire that I had, of get- 
ting into the house, and were looking at the furnace, 
but were afraid to enti^r. I pressed forward, and got 
near the mouth, and it appeared ea^ceeding hot, about 
fovr times as long as myself, and about four feet in 
diameter. As I stood viewing it, 1 believed the fire 
was much the hottest round the sides, but decreased 
in he^t towards the middle, which appeared to be 
the best place to pass through; and where, if I could 
be steady enough to keep, I should receive the least 
hurt. My thou^ts were now much tossed to and 
fro, and very irresblute^ and I reasoned thus: If thou 
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shouldst attempt to pass through, and find the fire 
too hot, and he obliged to come out again, backwards, 
thou wilt then becorne tbe laugh and scorn of all the 
multitude; and I believe my heart failed me, and I 
turned away sorrowful, and remember no further; 
but thus far, dwelt exceeding lively in my imagina- 
tion, and with uncommon clearness, I immediately 
related it to my beloved partner, who, being acquaint- 
ed with my state of mind, without much hesitation, 
could unravel the meaning of it; which, indeed, was 
so plain, that he that runs might read. 

Though I have not been apt to catch at every ima- 
gination that presents itself in sleep, — believing, in 
general, that dreams are but of small import, and 
commonly proceed from the engagements of the 
day, — yet, I have no doubt that the Lord is pleased, 
at times, to manifest himself to man in dreams, as he 
sees meet, either for encouragement, reproof, or in- 
struction. Indeed, various and marvellous are his 
workings, for the recovery of poor fallen man; and 
the depth of his love, who can fathom? I believe, to 
a mind attentive, and desirous to walk in his coun- 
sel, and live in his fear, the revelation of his will, 
when it is made in this manner, is as indisputably 
clear, as in any way whatever. For he speaks in- 
tellig'ibly to his children, and they know his voice; 
and the stranger, with all his art, cannot deceive 

them. 

With respect to what I have related, the strong 
impression it made on- my mind, the plain applica- 
tion of it to the state I was then in, and the instruc- 
tion it conveyed to me, left no room to doubt its be- 
ing divinely, intended for jny good. But as it open- 
ed my eyes more clearly to discern where I was. 
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and that all the righteousness of my own patting on, 
was as filthy rags, of which I must be stripped, be* 
fore I could experience a putting on of that purity 
and righteousness, which is the fine linen of the 
saints; — so it brought great distress and anxiety of 
mind over me. 

I was not fond of opening my condition to any; 
for I saw the world, and the people of it, were in a 
state of estrangement from God, and could give me 
no comfort And as for those who had been, in mea- 
sure, mercifully redeemed from the spots of it; tho% 
at times, the Master furnished them with a drop of 
consolation for me; yet as they were but servants, I 
saw nothing in them for me to lean upon. It seemed 
right for me to dwell alone, and keep my eye open, 
and my spiritual car attentive to him who is the un- 
changeable High Priest of his people, and with whom 
are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, who 
knows the states of all his children; and when, and 
where he leads, he graciously afibrds ability to fol^ 
low, to the glory of his ever adorable name. 

Now, it pleased him to call me as into the wilder- 
ness, and to give me a sight of my former disobe- 
dience and folly. Oh! the bitterness and distress, 
that covered me, when I was alone, or in meetings. 
I experienced but few pleasant draughts ofhis love. 
My meat was as gall and warmwood, and my drink 
as of the bitter waters of Marah. But my trials were . 
not unfelt by some sympathizing friends, who were 
anxious that I might know an establishment upon 
the Rock immoveable. 

Thus I continued for some time, but was still pre- 
served, and felt desirous to know the Master's will; 
and, in measure, was made willing to obey, though _ 
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uoiler the «rosa. But the way to the kingdom was, 
for aome months^ much darkened; and a sense of my 
wickedness and sinful conduct, often brought me al- 
most to despair of ever finding forgiveness with an 
offended God. My burden in meetings was almost 
insupportable, and I sometimes left them before they 
were done, and came home, bewailing myself alone. 
I aho frequently stayed away from them. 

Oh! these were times of baptism, never to be for- 
gotten, in mutability. In one of these seasons, as I 
was one evening sitting in my house alone, great 
horror and trouble seized me, and I wept aloud. — 
After a short time, I went to bed, but my distress 
was so great, that I was almost overwhelmed. I 
thought I tasted something like the misery of fallen 
spirits; and not being able to contain myself, I rose, 
and walked the room. There was then, as i fdim^ 
wards thought, but a small matter betwixt my state 
and the state of those who are deprived of their rea- 
son; for I used many expressions of terror, such as 
I think would have been shocking to me to hear, at 
any time of my life. My spirits at length being 
nearly exhausted, I threw myself on the bed again, 
where I had not lain long before I grew cold, like 
one near death; a clammy sweat covered me all over, 
and J was, to appearance, in a state of stupidity or 
insensibility. Yet, in this awful condition, I was, 
through adorable mercy, released from the horror 
that before had surrounded me, I became comfort- 
ed with a sight and feeling of a state of inexpressible 
happiness and joy; and when I was so far come to 
myself, as to have utterance given me, I cried aloud 
on this wise: Oh! now I know that my Redeemer 
lives. And, Oh! the sweetness I then (l^lt, in being 
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favoured with such an evidence of the goodnass and 
mercy of God. It far surpassed any thing I had ever 
experienced before; and was such that I hope to bear 
in remembrance, as lon^ as I have a being here. — 
Tears of joy ran freely down my cheeks, insomuch 
that I could not restrain them, nor scarcely utter a 
word for a considerable time. My dear partner, who 
shared with me in my affliction, was also made par- 
taker with me in my exceeding great joy. Blessed, 
forever, be the name of the Lord; though he sees 
meet, for our refinement, to try us, even to an hairs- 
breadth; yet, in our utmost extremity, is his all- 
powerful arm made bare, for our deliverance. 

Note, — It is understood that WiUiam Savcrj left, in manuacripty 
a continuation of this account, or Journal of his Life, Trayels, and 
Christian experiences. The foregoing being all that has fallen into 
our hantdflt we yiotid jrespectfbQy request, that if any of the readenr 
of the Mbcellany, have Joiowledge o^ and access to, the remaining 
account of this ezemplarj, dedicfkted, and muQh loved Friend, they 
would forward it to the editors. 



IVom John Wbolman'B Manuscript Joumai. 

*< Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it 
doth-not yet appear what we shall be; but we know 
that when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is.'* He, our Redeemer, is 
the perfection of pure love; and when, by the opera- 
tion of his spirit upon us, we are cleansed through- 
out, and our souls are so united to him, that we love 
our fellow-creatures, as he loveth us, we then see, 
evidently, that in this inward conformity to divine 
goodness, stands the true happiness of intelligent 
creatures. 
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JOURNAL OF THE LIFE AND TRAVELS 
OF SUSANNA MORRIS. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Susanna Morrifi^ wife of Morris Morris, formerly 
of Abington, and afterwards of Richland, in Bucks 
county, is described, in a printed testimony concern- 
ing her, as a person who was in an eminent degree, 
endowed with Divine love and life— ^and was fre- 
quently made an instrument to communicate it to 
others, by a living and powerful ministry, in which 
she faithfully laboured for upwards of forty years, 
having travelled much in the service of the gospel, 
both in America and Europe. Her life and conver- 
sation is stated to have been innocent and agreeable, 
seasoned with Christian gravity. She was a bright 
example of plainness, temperance, and self-denial; 
devoted to the service of truth, and the propagation 
of religion and piety amongst mankind. She died 
the 28th of the 4th month, 1755, in the seventy- 
third year of her age. 

Some memorandums which she preserved of her 
travels and exercises, prefaced with an account of 
her by John Griffith, appear to have so much that is 
ivorthy of notice in them, that we apprehend their 
publication may be interesting, by introducing to 
the reader a view of her devotion to the cause of 
Truth, and her reliance upon the protecting hand of 
an almighty Deliverer, in divers situations of ex- 
treme peril and danger. 

John Oriffith^s account of Susanna Morris, 
The following brief memoirs of that excellent wo- 
man, and truly evangelical minister of Jesus Christ, 
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Susanna Morris, falling lately into my hands; and 
having a just regard and •steem for her memory, I 
was willing to prefix a ^ort account of her from 
my own knowledge^ in a grateful remembrance of 
the comfort I received from her gospel labours^ as 
well as her truly sympathizing christian care over 
me, when young both in years and religion^ and 
when, in fear and trembling, I entered upon the 
awful and weighty work of the. ministry, I found 
her indeed a nursing mother in Israel, yet with true 
judgment, making proper distinctions, so as not to 
encourage a false birth, — ^she haying attained to 
deep experience, by the things that she sofiered, 
and being learned in the school of Christi could 
speak a word in season to those that were weary, 
and was eminently gifted for comforting the mourn* 
ers in Zion. Oh! how have I known her ministry 
flow like heavenly oil into the wounded soul, and 
her speech to distil as the small rain upon the thirsty, 
parched ground! My first knowledge of her was 
about the fourteenth year of my age. From that 
time, for about eight years, we belonged to the same 
monthly meeting of Abington, ten miles from Phi- 
ladelphia. I once hiade my home at her house, in- 
duced thereto by an expectation of receiving help in 
my religious progress, by her good company and 
example: in which I was not disappointed. She 
was indeed a safe way-mark, as far as I could ob- 
serve, in every point of view; and I thought as 
much refined from dross, as any I ever knew. Her 
constant dwelling seemed to be nearer the Fountain 
of good than most; and therefore her services in 
public meetings, as well as in a more private way of 
visiting families, (for which she had an excellent 
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gift) were always fresk aod livtn}^^ a^ far as i have 
ever seen, or underatood by the account of others. 
Her second visH to Friends- in Great Britaiii, was 
enterefl upcm in the year 1744, in the sixty-third 
year of her age; but what is very remarkable, about 
ten years after, she performed her third visit* to 
these nations, in company with* our friend Phebe 
Dodge, of Long Island, greatly to the satisfaction 
«nd comfort of Friends, and returned safe borne to 
her family «ind friends; but did not live many years 
after, i am not certain of the time of her death, but 
it occurred about fortyitiiles from Philadelphia, and 
she shone bright to the last 

She gives some hints of various afflictions she was 
mercifully enabled to pass through, particularly her 
safiering shipwreck three times. It were much to 
be wished that sr more full and perfect account had 
been preserved of these extraordinary events, than 
can now be collected. The wonderful resignation 
and fortitude she manifested, when she suffered ship- 
wreck on the coast of Ireland, about the year 1731 — 
being her first voyage to Europe, I had an account 
of, from our friend Joseph Taylor of Raby, in the 
county of Durham, who was returning from a reli- 
gious visit to Friends in America, and was with her 
in that great trial. The ship was drov6-by the 
storm, on the sand not far from the shore^ on her 
broad side, yet she did not soon bjreak, but the sea 
running high, broke over her, and several of the 
crew were washed overboard, and drowned, ihe 
captain, Susanna Morris, Joseph Taylor, and, I 
think, one more, scrambled up to the upper side of 
the ship, and held fast by the shrouds, I think for a 
day and a night, if hot more; the ?ea frequetrtly 
Vol. L— 13 
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hveakfng over them. Joseph Taylor told me she 
never discovered the least impatience in word, or 
countenance, all the time; but he confessed that he 
once in a flutter, or impatience, did say to this efiect, 
we might as well have gone at first, for we shall be 
dvewned. She looked upon him, and said nothing: 
but he said, her looks were a sufiScient rebuke to 
him for his impatience and distrust One thing is 
very remarkable and \^^rthy to be preserved in re- 
membrance^which was to this effect; — that after they 
had held such a considerable, time by the shrouds, 
tills extraordinary woman had a sense given her, 
that they would not be safe on that side of the ves- 
sel much longer; and although it seemed very ha- 
zardous and dangerous to move and (asten to the 
lower side of the ship, she urged them all to attempt 
ity believing it would be the means of their preser- 
vation. She at length prevailed with them, and ac- 
cordingly they moved in the best manner they could 
to the lower side of the ship, and soon after they 
had fixed themselves, there came a great swell of 
the sea and threw the vessel quite flat on the other 
side, so that if they had not moved, they would all 
have been drowned. Another remarkable preserva* 
tion he related, was from those savage people, the 
native Irish, who came to the sea side in great num- 
bers> intending, no doubt, to make a wreck of the 
vessel, which, it is said they do not, according to 
their barbarous custom, until all the lives on board 
are destroyed. The priest being informed there 
were some alive in great distress, came down and 
charged these people, under the penalty of eternal 
damnation, not to hurt them in the least, but use all 
means in their power to save their lives, which if 
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they refused to comply with, they should nev^ 
have their sins forgiven them; and through the aA- 
sistance of a merciful Providence, they brought them 
safe to land, and used them with great hospitality: 
I shall conclude this account with saying, she was 
one of thos^ virtuous women, whose value is far above 
rubies; for she filled up every station with proprie* 
ty: an evangelical minister, a tender wife, mother, 
neighbour, and friend; and being at rest from her 
labours,- she, for her pious life and humble example, 
in which she lived and walked, is now crowned 
with immortal joys, forever. 

JoHir Griffith. 
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I have it in my mind t& let my children, and 
others^ know how I have fared, during some parts 
of my life, ehieiy on the ever-blessed Truth's ac- 
count 

From mj youth, the living God enabled me to 
love him, and all good people that were concemftd 
to fear him, and work righteousness, as weU among 
other societies as our own, where 1 found it was 
really so, according to the best of their understand- 
ing. 

. About the twenty-ninth year of my age, tny mind 
was opened to see that the Lord my God required 
a service of me in that great work of the ministry. 
Indeed, I thought it so great, that it was very 
unlikely such a one as I should ever be fit for 
so good a work, as that of ministering to others, 
anly from the fresh motions of life. Oh! tiiat this 
piajr be th^ case with all aur ministers; for no.other 
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way that man can find, will do any good. BuV ^^ 
tke ^Lord's time, and by his own power, there is 
some good done in the earth. Blessed be his name. 
And Oh ! that all wo\ild come to praise the God of 
all their mercies, while life and health is afibrded. 

I now turn to my own travels, and experiences 
of the Lord's help, and many deliverances which 
he hath wrought for me, and which are worthy of 
notice. Yet I may only be able to set forth here 
and there a little, as they are brought to my remem- 
brance, and which I hope may be for the good of 
some poor weak ones. 

In endeavouring to do the will of God, I was 
mostly kept at home, until I had twelve children. 
After which, I was drawn to visit Friends in Caro- 
lina, Virginia, and Maryland, with a good compa- 
nion; and I may truly say the Lord's good presence 
went along with us, and favoured us among the peo- 
ple, in gatherings where we met to wait upon him: 
atid I do not remember that we met with any oppo- 
sers to what we had given us to say to them, in all 
these countries; hut we met with, some hardships 
otherways. For in gelting over the great bay o£ 
Chesapeake^ we met with hard and boisterou6 winds, 
and w^e thereby driven out to sea; so that had not 
the Lord favoured us by an outstretched arm, we 
had likely perished, all of us that were in the vessel: 
for it was, as it were, an open boat,- the master ha- 
ving left the .hatches at home, on the other side of 
the bay. We set sail oh seventh-day, in order tp 
cross Chesapeake bay, to Nansemond river; but the 
winda grew so boisterous that we were driven ou4 
to the open ocean, about ten leagues; and it pleased 
t^e Lord our €cod, that on our return toward the 
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land, we drove over a dreadful sand bar, into an in* 
let called Curreluck, as we understood afterwards. 
For our master was so lost that he knew not wh^re 
he was. It was between Carolinia and Virginia. 
And DOW let me say that the Lord our God n a 
God of knowledge, and by him the living are prev 
served, and sometimes helped in a wonderful man- 
ner, n 

And, my 'dear children, it is worthy of memory 
to observe to you, how things fated with us in tiiaJl 
gr^it trial; for we were likelj to be lost The sea 
mn over us, and thereby the little provision we had, 
was soaked in salt water, and we and our horses 
were left destitute of food, and to all appearanee 
likely to perish; for we had lost our eanoey and 
were surrounded by great waters, and no inhabitants 
near us. But there was a grassy place near, and we 
thought it best to get the master's horse out, and 
one of the men to ride him thither at low water, 
that he might see if it was dn island; which he did, 
and the horse eat some there, and then be came bask 
with tidings that it was but an island Then we 
thought it be^t to get the poor creatures there, that 
if possible they might shift awhile for themselves, 
however the Lord might be pleased to do with ns. 
Then the master got the other horses, and took them 
about half way to the grass, and there let them go; 
but instead of going to the grassy land, they tacked 
contrary, and I thought as foreign to land and no 
sign of grass, but white sand and some bushes; and 
when we saw their landing, we were ready to think 
that the higher Power knew best where to send them. 
And so it was; for on the third day, I was lying 
down on deck in a still frame of nind^ and it* tken 
13* 
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sprung in my mind to get tip, and look about me^ 
which I did, as far a^ I could see. I saw two canoes 
and two men, but they came. not to us until eveu* 
ing; when they informed our master what place we 
were in, but were not willing to put us on shore 
then; but one of them said he would come to-mor- 
row. When he took us on shore, it was at the same 
place where our poor wounded horses landed, with- 
out information or help of man. • It was six. miles 
thence to the first house, and the man was not will- 
ing to stay and go with us, and the master was not 
able. All of our company got but little food, from 
aeveoth-day morning until fourth-day following, in 
the afternoon. Yet for all that, I was so thankful 
that we were got on shore, that Ann Roberts and 
myself set forward towards a poor widow's house, 
which the man informed us lay near the sea, six 
miles off. But when we came within half a mile of 
the house, we were likely to go out of the way, 
there being no path — the sea having flowed oyer 
where we should go — and the easterly winds blew 
hard. But I thought the Lord's mercy was greatly 
extended to us, his poor handmaids; for the woman 
of the said house came to the sea side to meet us,, 
and saluted us after this manner: ^^Good women,, 
how came you hither? was it to do the will of Gpd?'^ 
And when we got to the cottago, she showed as 
kind as she could ; and there we heard pf our horses, 
after we had been the^e • several days. They were 
but about a quarter of a mile from the widow's 
house, and that was many miles from any other^ 
yet our horses had but one thing to hinder them 
going threescore or an hundred miles away from usi 
if there had not been a hand of help at work, it cer- 
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tainly would have been so, for the plaee where they 
were, was so haunted with ihosquitoes. 

Now some may say, how got you your saddles 
and clothes from the vessel? We got our horses and 
rode bare-backed the six miles again, and yet got 
not onr saddles; for the master had sent the man 
that was sent (as I may say) from many miles to 
help us, to his neighbourhood for people to get off 
the shallop; and when he returned, he would bring 
our . things in a canoe. Therefore we had to ride 
the same way back again, oi^ our horses bare-backed* 
And that twelve miles at other times might have 
been a great hardship: but surely the Lord makes 
hard things easy for those that are willing to serve 
him. 

And now, my dear children, let me tell you how 
we got safe to Carolina. I heard it was between 
sixty and an hundred miles, aad no guide for us, 
bttt the holy One; and had he not supported our 
minds, we might have fainted in our journey. But, 
forever blessed be his most holy name and power^ 
our hearts were filled with thankfulness and cheer- 
fulness to set. forward ; we had a prosperous journey, 
and got well there, and our poor wounded horses 
carried us amongst Friends: but mine died there; 
my companion's . recovered, and she rode on htm 
home again. 

This journey was, when I was about forty years 
old. I have given a short account of some of the 
trials the Lord helped us through^ and we got safe 
hom&toour husbands and families again; and I may 
say the Lord was my exceeding great reward, for I 
felt sweet peace in my bosom. 

But when the Locd required of me to leave home^ 
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in order to publish the gospel of peace,^ amongst 
Friends, at other meetings^ I often went through a 
fight of affliction, before I could be willing to give 
up to go abroad. Sometimes my p)eace was thus 
broken for a time, and I left, as I thought, to my- 
self. This state seemed bard to bear; then I waited 
to feel a willingness to do the will of God; and 
blessed be his name, he put his fear in my heart, so 
that I durst not withstand his requirings; though I 
was often much abased, because of my own poverty 
and unfitness, as I thought. But I found the Lord 
was near to his poor handmaid, and filled the hun- 
gry with good things, furnishing niatter for his 
work's sake. 

I found it best for me, first to obtain the consent 
of my husband, and of my good friends, that I might 
gain the favour of God, for well-doing. So .he did 
often send me in his service, amongst his flock and 
family ;-^sometimes to tell unto others, what the 
Lord, the God of the livings had done for my soul; 
and at other times, to declare what he did require 
at their hands. 

Thus, dear hearts, the Lord dealt with me, in the 
days of my childhood in the work of the ministry; 
and surely I may now say to the children of my 
heavenly Father, trust in the Lord; for in him is 
everlasting strength, and ability is given to perform 
his mind and will, in doing which there is gain of 
sweet peace. 

Now I may speak of some other joumies, on 
Truth's account I sometimes went to a meetings 
nine or ten miles, and home at night; which was 
pleasant to me, when my service for the Lord had 
been aceeptable, that day. . At oxie titte, I spent six 



JOURNAL OV SUSANNA K0RRI9. 153 

weeks at Egg' Harbour, Cape May, and the meet-> 
ings of Friends in West Jersey. Several other 
times I was sent to and fro, in Bast Jersey, amongst 
Friends; where I often thought we had good service 
(blessed be the nafne of our good Lord and Master) 
and the more, because we were the weaker sort of 
his people, and he had, and still has, a regard to the 
bumble and lowly handmaids^ 

Therefore let nwe, whom the Lord doth rightly 
put forth, be rebellious; biit be given up to dp his 
hearenly will. Then will they find, with n?y soul^ 
the great difiference there is, between the fruits of 
true obedience, and the effects of disobedience. And 
let all who find they are rightly called of God, to the 
work of the mipistry, be sure that they watch well 
oyer their own spirits; lest, at any time they should 
stir themselves in that great work, before the Lord 
really puts them forth. For that would be the way 
to be unprc^table servants, and to do more hur^ 
than good. 

First Voyage to Europe^. 

When I was about forty-three years of age, the 
l^ord was pleaised to cast me into a grievous state of 
nffliction; a trtal indeed never by me to be forgotten^ 
Bat we may say the will of God is to be done on 
earth as it is done in heaven. And how to make 
the children of men fit and wiHing, he only knows 
the right way to do it in us and for us, according to 
his divine v;ill and pleasure. For in the time of that 
unspeakable trial, I was as one shut up in close pri- 
son, waiting on Him that is only able to give stren^h 
to marke covenant with him; and it was on this wise: 
That if my dear Lord would help me to strength, I 
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would not disobey him; but go on his errands^ whi* 
thersoever, whensoerer, or in whatsoever he was 
pleased to require at my hands, I then would give 
up to him again. For at times I had a weighty con- 
cern of mind for several years to cross the great 
ocean in Truth's service; where the Lord might be 
pleased to lead me. But 1 was so full of tlie reasoner^ 
that I believe I did displease my God, and was so 
far in debt to him, that he was -pleased to put me in 
prison a long year, and I never had in that time to 
open my mouth by. way of testimony. But after I 
had strength given me to make those promises as 
aforesaid, my mouth was opened, and my tongue was 
loosed, and I was sent to go over the seaa Soon 
after I got out to sea, something of a weight feU or 
my mind, and I dreamed that bur ship would be 
lostf and there remained on my mind a solid weight 
for fear it should be so. ' But at times^ I thought it 
haid been as some other dreams; and yet I thought 
it safe to dwell humble and low before the Lord, 
that I might be ready to lenrn of him what to do, 
and what to leave ui|dpnej for I believe he teaches 
the humble of his ways, and the meek he only can 
hdp in the time when he suffers his righteous judg* 
menis to be met with; as it is also said, when the 
Lord's judgments are in the earth, the people learn 
righteousness^— and there may be great learnii^ in 
such great trials, as that of a shipwreck. 

And now to pass on, I again dreamed the same, 
aud yet was weak as to being fixed in the belief of 
the truth of it, and thereby 1 dwelt in a fearful toss* 
idg of mind, until the Lord was pleased to favour 
me with his goodness, and in one of our meetings 
to noake it known to me, that we should-surely suf- 
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fer shipwreck, and I firmly believed it was the Lord 
that had told nie what he had a mind to do with us. 
And then for a season, I was in trouble and ready to 
say, have I gone through so much to fit me to go 
fdrth in his service, and my friend Joseph Taylor in 
his return home from his service onr God's account, 
and yet now must we be swallowed up alive in the 
great sea. But, Oh! blessed forever be the name of 
GUI' God; for I had soon a good answer returned in- 
to my bosom, of our preservation; and that if we 
would be faithful, we should have our lives for a 
prey. I hinted something of my mind to the cap- 
tain, who seemed somewhat startled at what I said; 
and lest he should be too much discouraged, I had 
given me to tell him, that I should see him safe. on 
shore. Our trial v^'as two miles from Dungannon on 
the south-west shore of Ireland. 

Now I may hint a little how the Lord dealt with 
me to help my weakness. For I have thought that 
the Lord, knowing how weak I was, and yet will- 
ing to do his will, was pleased to give me a timely 
help to be the more fitted for the trial we had to go 
through. It was some time before it came to pass, 
that the Lord was pleased to make the thing known 
to me, and to no others; although there was in the 
shtp one whom I preferred before myself, at which 
I was somewhat thoughtful. For when I hinted a 
little of what was made known to me, in order to 
find out whether or no the friend had any knowledge 
of that trial made known to him, I found rather, that 
it seemed to be like idle tales to him, somewhat like 
Christ's resurrection, when only the tidings were 
brought. to the disomies by the woman. So I forbore 
to go any £airther in the :rehti»n of it to him; and 
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yet I v,^s preserved so as not to stagger in my mind, 
or disregard the manifestations made known to me, 
from him that is true; and as I endeavoured to dwell 
near him that is faithful and true^ my habitation was 
pleasant, until the sudden outcry was proclaimed^ 
and nothing appeared but outward destruction of all 
our lives. Then, for a time, my outward tabernacle 
greatly shook and trembled. But, blessed be the 
great Lord of all our mercies, the time of trembling 
was soon over, and it was renewed what was made 
known to me on the great ocean, that the all-wise 
God would command the proud waves that they 
should not come at his servants to hurt them; as it 
was said, *^ Touch not mine anointed, and do my 
prophets no harm.*' 

And so it was, my children, the great God did 
preserve us, I do believe, for his own name sake: 
for it was at the time called chfistmas eve, that we 
were in that great suffering time of shipwreck, and 
a very cold season, and we had for two days time 
little sustenance by way of food for our bodies; and 
many times our heads were under the great waves, 
which rolled over us, after the ship sunk by reason 
of the strokes she got on the dreadful rocks; aftei^ 
wards she drove until she settled on a sand bank. 

In that distress I had no help of man, or counsel*- 
lor but the Lord alone, and thereby thought it best 
for me to get to the upper side of the vessel, and fix 
my seat by the shrouds, where I was favoured so 
that I kept my hold, when the waves rolled over us; 
and we remained in that wet condition about nine 
hours, in a cold- time of frost and snow, before any 
of us got relief. And yet, as I said before, I was 
not hurt, nor as i remember, had so much as the 
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headachy nor any surfeit of coM vemaining in my 
bones, by reason of that-so-gneat triaL 

And thus, my dear, children, the Lord is pleased 
to favour his heritage* For so it was with us, al* 
though many of the ship's company lost their lives; 
some perished with the cold, and others were drown^ 
ed. And now let.me say, I write not this relation 
of my having the thing made known to me before, 
beeause I would have any one think the better of 
me; no, that's not what I aim at; but that the poor 
in spirit, or weak in their own eyes, (if willing to 
serve the Lord) may take a little courage, if possi- 
ble, by those things which I have related,- to trust 
in the Lord, and be truly willing to serve him in all 
things that he may require of them. 

And now to pass on. We landed at a great man's, 
house, a Roman Catholic, who was, with his wife, 
very kind to us. And she told us that their priest 
was concerned to pray to the Lord for our preserva- 
tion, and he afterwards said to his hearers, that they 
ought to be kind to us, and do us no hurt, — no more 
than if their fatiier the Pope was there, for their sins 
should be the same. 

And now I may say, that surely the Lord is wor- 
thy of the praise, for that of turning the papist 
priest's heart, so contrary to their own canons:-and 
it happened well for us, for the great man with his 
own boat, well manned, brought us ashore to his 
own house. These people were kind to us, and they 
sent a letter to our friends about twenty miles, 
which caused our friends to come with necessaries 
suitable to supply our wants, and horses to carry us 
home with them* 
Vot. L— 14 
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And after all those trials^ the God of the living 
helped me well along in my service for him, through 
many places, in all those parts. I was never laid up 
with sickness the remainder of that winter. I was 
some of the time with some other Friends, in that 
good service of visiting families in the city of Cork. 
My companion's name was Elizabeth Jacobs, from 
Waterford, a widow, and her house was the first 
among Friends that I came to, after our shipwreck, 
and she had already requested a certificate, in order 
te visit Friends in Old England. So I got a good 
companion to go with me, and I thought we had 
good service in many places where the Lord was 
pleased to cast our lots. 

During our travelling together, we took ship at 
Dublin, and had a good passage to Parksgate; thence 
to Chester, and had several meetings amongst Friends. 
We then went on towards London, through Lanca* 
shire, Nottinghamshire, and Bedfordshire, having 
meetings on our way, and were at the Yearly Meet- 
ing in London. This was a comfortable season to 
many, blessed be the Lord; for. his people were fa- 
voured with his living presence, during the time of 
that meeting. After some stay in London, we had 
fresh drawings in our minds, to visit Friends in 
Holland. So we took our journey from London to 
Colchester, and had meetings in places, as they lay 
in our way. At Colchester, we had several: then 
set forward for Norwich, and had meetings in seve- 
ral towns and places, between the two cities. It 
was the time of the Yearly Meeting at'N(prwich; 
and to the praise of our good Lord and Master it 
may be said, we had good service among them, and 
his Truth gained ground in the hearts of the people: 
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which is matter of joy to my poor soul, when it is 
so. Prom that city, we went to a sea-port town, 
and were favoured with a good meeting among the 
inhabitants, though not many Friends there. 

We then embarked for Rotterdam, in Holland, 
and had a good passage; for which I had great cause 
to be thankful to the Lord. 

We landed at Rotterdam the 16th of the 5th 
month, 1729. The Lord was good to me in that 
strange country; for soon after I went on shore, he 
so filled my heart with his goodness, that in the 
night season, my sleep departed from me. But, 
blessed be his holy name, I thought that which I did 
enjoy, was better than any sleep, for a time. We 
had a meeting with Friends there, then went by 
water, in a draw-boat, to Haerlem, and had a meet- 
ing there. We lodged at the house of the friend who 
was our interpreter. When we left that city, we 
went by Water to Amsterdam, had a meeting with 
Friends and others there, to the comforting and 
encouraging of us to go forward in the Lord's work. 
We had another meeting at , Amsterdam, in which, 
a young man who came from afar off, in Germany, 
was so enclosed in his mind, by the goodness of the 
living God, that he declined to take his food; saying 
to his landlady, he had food enough the day before. 
We left that city, and travelled to another, called 
Hofne. Lodged at a friend's house, named Derick 
Misherj who with his wife, was very kind to us: 
for which, and all his favours to us, every way, my 
soul was huhibled . before God, and through his as- 
sistance, ascribed to him the praise, who alone is 
worthy forever and evermore. 

We bad a good season with Friends and others, 
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jn their meetiog hotwe, and the next day, set for- 
ward in a sort of a carriage,^ called a stage coach or 
wagon, by land, to a plaoe in. North Hollaod called 
Twisk, where there were two pieces that Friends 
met in; the old adversary, that strives" to break 
unity amongst people, having, instead of love, sowed 
discord. So it happened amongst them; they -w^re 
but one meeting, and favoured with two ministers. 
•One of them got a party, and the other the rest of 
the meeting, and they met separately; and so had 
4one for about ten years before we came there; 
which caused us no small load of grief for some time. 
At first our interpreter hid the oiuse from us; but 
he was not able to keep the weight of their dijQer- 
ence off us; because the true 1ov«rs of God must 
suffer when the truth suffca^s. After we left them 
and returned back to the city of Home, to our 
lodgings, there came a solid man full of grief, (as 
we were) and told us hid troubles, and the more be- 
cause of his childnen, who were growing up to man 
and woman's estates, and he had a mind to have 
them join with the right people called Q.uakers, and 
those near htm were as aforesaid; but he was of the 
mind that we might be made instrumental to get 
.them to meet together again; for he said, one of the 
ministers and his wife were gone to live at Amster- 
dam; and so it was. We then left that pkce and 
took oqr journey for the city again, where 4hat 
friend lived; and I think I may say, and that truly, 
the God of peace helped uai; for w.e went straightway 
to the Friend, and Jaid the case before him in a very 
close manner, too tedious to mentibn to the full; and 
we strove with him to get him in the mind to go 
again with us to that place where the separation was. 
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together -with his wife, and a friend or two to in- 
terpret. And when we had prevailed with the 
Friend and his wife to go back, we also wrote to 
the Friends of that country how the case was in our 
minds, and we desired by a few lines, all of them to 
meet us in one of the places, where they used to 
meet, tjiat we might try if we could be instrumental 
to reconcile them together again; and accordingly, 
blessed be the Lord, our labours proved better than 
at times we could expect, and we had some more 
meetings with them, mostly all together. We had a 
good time, and to all appearance, left them in a good 
degree of peace and love with each other, and they 
seemed glad that we were sent amongst them. Then 
we left them and set out on our journey towards 
Horne, the second time, where we had one meet- 
ing more with Friends. Then set forward in a draw- 
boat for Amsterdam again; and, forever blessed and 
praised be the Lord our God, we had a good parting 
meeting there, with Friends, and many other people. 

On the 20tKof the 6th month, I was in great 
heaviness of spirit, in this city, in part on account 
of the great neglect, as I thought, in relation to true 
religion, by the people generally, in the low lands 
of Holland, which are very thickly inhabited; there 
being, as I was informed, thirty walled cities, be- 
sides other towns. We went on to Haerlem, an^ 
had another good meeting there; then to Rotterdam, 
where we had two favoured opportunities. We then 
took ship for England — had a good passage, and ar- 
rived at Yarmouth, the 13th of the 7th month. 

We had many precious meetings in Holland; and 
yet I may say, I went through heavy burdens, and 
1 believe my companion, E. Jacobs, did also. They 
14* 
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Iieing a people of an unknown tongue, to us, tiie 
eonversation was mostly by an interpreter; wkich 
was the harder for us to find out, or speak of what 
was on our minds. But the God and Father of the 
spirits of all flesh, opened the way into the eases of 
those, whose ways and doings bwrdened the seed of 
life in us; and we obtained ease to our mioda before 
we left them. 

Wheft we came back to England, the Lord re- 
quired us to separate ourselves for his work, and we 
did obey, though it was a cross to our ttatuial wills. 
To me, it seemed trying at first, for I thought I was 
too mean a ereature to go without a public compa- 
nion. But he that makes hard things easy, helped 
me still, for his own preeious name's sake: for I 
fared better than I had expected, and went to and 
fro, amongst Friends, till I came to Colchester, the 
second time. There the Lord favoured mo with a 
good friend, Sarah Lay, who accompanied me for 
half a year, through many counties, amongst Friends, 
and we had good reception, in most places. 

I was again at London; thence we journeyed to- 
wards Bristol, and visited Friends through many 
towns. Then travelled towards Wales, where the 
Lord our God gladdened our hearts, many times; 
for in many places, they were not too high, for 
Truth's testimony, being the poorer sort of his peo- 
ple. When I thought I had done my service for 
Grod in Wales, we visited Chester, and had two 
meetings. Thence to Morley and had a nieeting. 
After which, my peace consisted in going back to 
Wales, about thirty miles — whither we went, and 
had satisfactory meetings amongst a few Friends, 
who had not long been convinced of the way of 
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Truth. Let the Lord, saith my soul, forever be 
obeyed; he would not let me go any farther, but I 
must go and visit those few Friends, in that remote 
corner, far from any other meeting of Friends. It 
was very winter-like weatho^; and as. we went back^ 
we rode in no small danger on the sea^side, forcoany 
miles together, where, when the tide is up the road 
is overflowed. Sarah Lay, my companion, being 
unwell, did not go back to Wales with me, but two 
men friends accompanied me. 

After my return, we went on visiting the county 
of Chester, and into Stafi>rd^ire, to great satisfac- 
tion in general. Then into Lancashire and York- 
shire, and had several meetings to good satisfaction . 
thereaway; had also a good season with Friends, 
at Kendal, several times, and at our good friends, 
John and Deborah Wilson's house, where we lodged. 
We then went to Lancashire Yearly Meeting; thence 
into Westmoreland, Durham, and to Sunderland, 
where we had three meetings, being a sea-port town. 
From thence we embarked the second time for Hol- 
land; the master we went with, was called a Friend, 
but did not do friendly by us, for he took us to 
Friesland, and put us into a Dutch ship to go to 
Holland. We set out in obedience to God, and had 
a fair wind, and sailed sweetly for awhile; but at 
night the wind grew boisterous, and the mariners 
being young and unskilful, we got fast on a sand 
bed, and were in much danger of losing our lives, 
and no sleep could we get that night. But, blessed 
be his most holy name, that had been my preserver 
in six troubles, he did not leave me in the seventh; 
for there was sent to us a boat well manned, the 
next day, and the vessel we were in held together, 
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00 that we went to shore with it. But may we not 
think it was a hardship for us to go to a place where 
none knew us, nor any one to speak to in the vessel, 
nor on the shore as we knew of. Yet we were glad 
to have our lives spared, to get once to shore again, 
and in stillness were resigned to the Lord's will. 
And it so proved that one of the men that came with 
the boat, had been a sailor, and was kind to U9, for 
he could make shift to speak to us. When we got 
on shore, it was at a city called Enques, the first on 
Holland shore, and near a day^s journey for a stage 
wagon, before we got to our friends. But the man 
that could speak to us helped us; for we told him 
our concern, and I suppose he told the people, for 
they were kind to us for our money. 

But by the way, I thought our God was to be re- 
membered for that, and all his favours to me a poor 
creature. We got safe to the city Home, where our 
friends lived; but no one there could speak to us. 
But I having been there the summer before, with an 
interpreter, Friends knew me again, and well it was 
so, for I knew not the way to the Friend's house, 
nor could I speak Dutch ; but to make up that loss, 
one of the Friend's children, where I lodged the 
year before, was a good way from home by the 
water side, and I knew him, and, he me; and we 
went home with him, and some of the Friends came 
to us, and were glad to see us; but then having no 
interpreter, we could not proceed in our concern; 
and so we gave Friends, as it were, a slender visit 
in Holland, and I came safe to England again in 
peace. My work there, through the Lord's favour, 
proved easier than I expected when I left England, 
for my God whom I desire to serve in all things. 
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accepted the will for the deed; after I had, as Abra* 
ham, given up myself to do his will freely. And 
my children, all the children of men ought so to be 
resigned, and then hard things in many respects 
may become easy. 

When I came back to England the second time, 
I stayed some time in Sdnderland with Friends, and 
to the praise of my good God, I was well received 
for his work sake, and had several meetings in that 
town. Then I travelled to Stockton, in company 
virith several good friends; for my companion had 
now left me, and gone home to her husband. But 
Friends took care to provide another, who went with 
me to ^xbury, where I had a.good time with Friends. 
Thence to Whitby, Scarborough, Barlington, and 
returned through Yorkshire' to Newcastle, having 
many good meetings, as I passed through that coun- 
try. At Newcastle, I lodged with the widow Mid- 
dleton, who was Robert Barclay's sister. From 
thrice I travelled through Northumberiond, into 
Cumberland, and was at a Quarterly meeting, where 
the Lord greatly favoured U3 with his power to smite 
against sin. We lodged at good old James Dick- 
enfion^s. Were also at a large meeting at Cocker- 
mouth, where my God filled me with his spirit, to 
warn the people against all pride and drunkenness; 
which had no small effect on some there; for I was 
told, after that meeting, one man went home, and 
burnt hi^ wig; for when pride was spoken of, the 
wigs were ako put with some other offences; being 
then very much in fashion. And I am satisfied the 
Lord our God is not at all pleased with that call- 
ing, of making those likenesses the work of men's 
)uv^dfl| which too man^ delight in, more than his 
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handy work, their natural hair. May a word to the 
wise be sufficient 

I set forward again and came to Whitehaven, and 
stayed two meetings with Friends there, where I 
was given to believe, that I saw a woman in the 
meeting whom I could freely go with, to be my com- 
panion over sea to Ireland; for several had offered 
to go with me, but I had not freedom to accept of 
them, but thought still I must leave it till I came to 
the sea-port. And so it was, I had the same woman 
for my companion, although not a minister, yet she 
was a sorrowful one, who mourned for the abomina- 
tion of the times, and kept a school for teaching 
children: but she put by her school the wee^" before 
I came there, and knew not why, till I came, and 
had no companion to go with me across the sea. On 
the 1st of the 8th month, I embarked a second time 
for Ireland, and in six days, we arrived at Holy 
Head, near Belfast, and travelled from thence to 
Newtown, where we had two meetings, mostly with 
the people of the town; and the Lord our God fa- 
voured us largely with his good presence in the times 
of our waiting on him; to his own praise do I desire 
to speak it, for he alone is worthy, yea, for ever- 
more, amen, saith my soul. 

The Lord was pleased to favour us with health, 
so that we travelled on our religious visit through 
Ireland, amongst our Friends, and also had several 
meetings with other people, in towns where no 
meetings of Friends were held. But I may say the 
Lord owned us in those meetings, with a measure 
of his Divine power, enabling us to attend to the 
work, whereunto he had called us. I was accompa- 
nied by several good friends, which was encourage- 
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ment for me to give up to have meetings in places 
among the Catholics. But the weight of the ministry 
fell much to my lot I fell in with four Quarterly 
meeting* in the west of Ireland, also attended four 
monthly meetings, and was at the Half-year's meet- 
ing in Dublin. 

In that city a concern fell on me to visit Friends 
in their families, and also at Edenderry. I may 
truly say, blessed be Uie Lord, for he greatly helped 
in the. good work. I think the service of visiting 
families after a godly sort, is very beneficial to pro-:, 
mote trtie Christianity, as the other worldly and pro- 
fane visits, beget ungodliness and corrupt ways. I 
stayed that time about three weeks in Dublin, to 
wait for a passage to England; and in that time had 
very close work, both in meetings, and in visiting 
many Friends' families; for it was chiefly to the 
widows and some others; and I have cause to think 
it is the Lord's work, and that he delights in it 
when it is done in his fear, and in the innocency of 
his truth. Then we left Dublin in good unity with 
Friends, and sweet peace in my bosom; and I em- 
barked the second time for England, being the 1st 
day of the 1st month, 1731; and on the 2d of the 
same, we arrived at Whitehaven, having a pleasant 
passage. And then my mind began to go a little 
too fast home; for I was ready to say in my heart, 
Oh! let me go home, if I must come back again: 
but it was not good for me to think so; therefore 
let none that would do the best they can, take exam- 
ple in that. ^ 

I then travelled through Cumberland and Lanca- 
shire again, and visited many meetings. After pass- 
ing into Cheshire, Staffordshire, Worcestershire, and 
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some part of Hertford and Buckinghamshire, m 
which I had good opportunities among Friends, I 
came the third time to London, on the 4th of the 
3d month, 1731. And I now say, blessed be Ood, 
for the favour of his eternal spirit, that was my help>- 
er through all my various troubles, and my services 
for him who alone is worthy to be feared and obey- 
ed by all generations. Amen. 

After I had had several good-meetings in London, 
I took a little journey into flssex, and had about six 
meetings there. Then returned to London and was 
at the Yearly Meeting, 'where we were greatly fa- 
voured with his good spirit, during the time of that 
meeting. In live or six days after, I embarked in 
company with several Friends, among whom was 
John Richardson, from Yorkshire, who was drawn 
from home, to visit Friends and others, in Pennsyl- 
vania. On the 27th of the 4th month, we left 
Oravesend, and in six weeks, came in sight of Ame- 
rica. Blessed be the Lord, we had mostly a good 
passage, having only one storm, and. I came again 
with sweet peace to Philadelphia, being away in 
that visit for Truth's service, three years lacking 
two months. And now, saith my soul, the Lord our 
God is worthy of everlasting praises to all eternity, 
that has been pleased so to favour a poor worm, to 
bring her in safety to her outward home again. 

Second Voyage to Europe. 
It pleased my good God and heavenly Father to 
send me over the great ocean, in the sixty-second 
year of my age, in the year 1744, and my compa- 
nion was Elizabeth Morgan. We embarked in the 
Philadelphia Galley, bound for London, north about 
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Scotland; but by reason of contrary wiads, were 
safely put into Oerry harbour, in the north of Ire- 
land, having had ten weeks passage* wanting two 
days. The people were kind to us for our money, 
and wa had a comfortable meeting with the Presby- 
teriaas about two miles from the city. From thence 
we went with two orderly men, whoj for hire, car- 
ried us with our doithes on horseback beUnd them, 
to Cblerain, ;whei^ our good Master owned us with 
a good measure of his spirit, to speak a little for his 
honour;, for truly he above all is to be honoured for 
ever. And we visited Friends, through most of the 
northern parts of Ireland; and many times where the 
Liord's living ]M*esence was met with, nfiy heart has 
been piore gladdened than with the increase of out- 
ward things* 

Then we went to Dublin, where Friends received 
us gladly. We stayed there some time, visiting fami* 
lies, and were at their meetings; the Lord was 
pleased to accompany us^ poor worms, itith a good 
share c^ his- blessed spirit; which was reviving to 
our drooping minds. ~ Blessed be his holy name. 
Thence we journeyed towards Waterford, a sea-port 
town, and visited Friends there, and at Cork, and 
so returned 4o Dublin again. 

In this my third visit to Ireland, my <lhief concern 
was, to encourage those who were desirous to please 
God, and through the assista^ce^^f his blessed spirit, 
to worship him in spirit and in truth: and being at 
my worthy friend, William Lightfoot's, the good 
part got hold on my mind, and prevailed on me to 
write a little of my experience, and of the Lord's deal- 
ings with me, in this voyage and journey. TJie ever 
blessed One, so wrought upon me as to mortify the 
Vol. I.— 15 
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first nature; and through his goodness^ I can truly 
say^ that my mind has been more and more concern- 
ed for the working down every thing that would get 
above the good seed. I think we are never safe, 
unless we feel the protection of God's power, and 
the manner thereof so operating in us, as to break 
us into tenderness; then it is that we know how to 
demean ourselves before him, who can and does 
work such a change, that I, or any of his ministers 
are truly made aUe^to speak for the encouragement 
of the true travellers, and point out the way to the 
kingdom. Self with its willings and runnings must 
be mortified, otherwise the vessel will not be enough 
cleansed ; and if not, how can the work please the 
great Minister of the sanctuary, whose life is our 
light; and to do his will is our delight and greatest 
joy. Therefore let my soul bless aiid praise the liv- 
ing >God, who has been pleased to do for me, a poor 
unworthy creature, more than I could <have asked of 
him, or thought of. Although. I have had many, 
ye^ more than common deliverances, both from ship- 
wreck at sea, and various triais on land, in my pil- 
grimage thus far through time, yet I find it still safe 
for me, and I believe for all the children of my Fa- 
ther's house, to think little of themselves; for all 
the good that any ot us are capable of doing, is from 
the ability that the God and Father of all our mercies 
bestoweth on us, for his own honour's sake only. 
Therefore, saith my soul, let our mouths, compara- 
tively speaking, lay in the dust, and then in the 
Lord'^t time he will furnish with a sure evidence of 
that hope which will be as an anchor, enabling to 
endure all things, that the ever blessed One may see 
meet to try his servants with^ in this uncertain 
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world; and thereby shall we be enabled to look un- 
to him for that recompence of rewai'd, which only 
can make the Jiearts of his followers rejoice and sing 
for joy, because their souPs Comforter is yet to be 
met with. And he is a wonderful counsellor and 
strength to their minds, to hold on their way in 
seeking to know and to do his will to the xitmost, 
whilst life and understanding are lengthened out to 
us, according to the good purpose of God in making 
us. . 

On the dOth of the 2d month, 1745; we took ship- 
ping from .Dublin to Whitehaven, and in our passage, 
near the Isle of Man, we saw a vessel which appear- 
ed to be an enemy, sailing sometimes one way, and 
sometimes another, almost around us. At first, I 
was a. little shocked; but when I. turned my mind 
inward to the only true Counsellor, I had to believe 
that the Lord would -discourage them; and I found 
a concern to pray for them, that God might give 
them. grace, and influence them with his holy spirit, 
to do justice and love mercy, for his name sake. 
Now, my dear children, and all that are well incli- 
ned, I may say of a truth, I am glad the Almighty 
was pleased to influence me with the good spirit of 
pure love to those who appeared to be enemies. — 
Blessed be his great name forever; The Lord our 
God has, in our days, manifested his Divine will to 
the children of men, especially to such as truly seek 
him, giving them to understand, that to do good for 
evil is conducive to his honour, — and to pray for 
our enemies is well-pleasing to him that created 
mankind to honour and serve him, in his own way, 
and according to his Diviile will, in all things. 

I have cause to bless' the name of the Lord, who 
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hath brought me over this second time, into Britain. 
And I am glad I was inade willing to do what I be- 
lieved was my duty, for the honour of the living 
God, and' that he thought me worthy to go on his 
errands. Sure I am that none could deem them- 
selves more unfit for his service, than I did; and 
that feeling was strengthened by my being so fer 
advanced in years. 

Prom Whitehaven, we set forward towards Lon- 
don, the Yearly Meeting being near at hand. So, 
passing through Cumberland, Westmoreland, Lan- 
cashire, Cheshire, and Staffordshire, we took meet- 
ings as we went along, to our mutual^ satisfaction. 
Meeting with some of my friends, we were as one 
another's joy in the Lord^who had so kindly wrought 
for our deliverance from perils both by Bea and land. 
I thought the government of Christ was uppermost 
in the meetings of Friends, beyond my expectation. 
Blesse^ be the Lord, for his goodness manifested in 
that great city of London. He comforted the mourn- 
ers, and satisfied the poor with bread that perisheth 
not. We may safely say, the glory of the Lord is 
not yet departed from his spiritual Israel. 
-Oh! saith my soul, that all mankind, the world 
over, were^but willing enough to have their minds 
stayed upon the Lord, the God of the living, that 
they might be made willing to part with all the 
world's glory for a sure'"portion of divine peace, and 
holy quiet in their bosoms; then would such know 
how to buy the truth for themselves, and a trueisare 
remain on their minds not to sell it 

When the Yearly Meeting was over, we turned our 
faces northward, and passed through many towns, 
shires, and the fen^ouhtry; labouring, in our small 
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measure^ in the word of life, at the meetings of those^ 
whom men^ in time past, in scorn, called Quakers. 
But I am afraid that some who are called so, know 
but little of that holy fear, which caused the godly, 
in all ages, to tremble at the feeling of the presence 
of the great God. He is felt and witnessed by the 
true seekers, in the silence of all the runnings of 
restless flesh; and they understand how to wait for 
hia appearance in their hearts. They know his word, 
a9 a b/immer to break them into tenderness; and that 
the offerings of a broken and a contrite spirit, are 
what the Lord accepts. 

We came down to York to the Quarterly meet- 
ing for that county. It wa3 attended by several an- 
cient, worthy ministers, John Richardson and Joseph 
Storrs, and others. From York, we went thro' tJie 
county of Durham to Newcastle upon Tyne; having 
a good reception'in most places where we came. My 
heart was many times melted into tenderness, con- 
sidering what the Lord had done for me, in helping 
me to endure hardships, and supporting me under 
the most pinching exercises. Therefore let him be 
had in everlasting remembrance. 

Oh! that all mankind would love the Lord above 
all, and follow his leadings, and trust in him with 
all the heart. And tho' some friends were pleased to 
speak favourably of our service, yet let our mouths, 
as it were, be in the dust, and all the praise be as- 
cribed to the God and. Father of all our mercies; 
that we and all his faithful servants and messengers, 
may at last, be sharers of that hope which is as an 
anchor, sure and steadfast, unto those who truly love 
the Lord above all. 
From Newcastle we journeyed into Scotland,where, 
15* 
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finding meetings small, I let in reasonings and fear, 
thinking my gift was so little, the people might 
imagine my service scarce worth my entertainment; 
and under these considerations, 4 would wiUingly 
h^ve turned back into England again; bat when I 
got to be truly stillj I found no peace in looking 
back, and had to believe I must visit those few there; 
and that to do the will of Ood was our duty, in titis 
life; and as I found my mind devoted thereto, was 
favoured on the highway with the joys (£ God's sal- 
vation, when no mortal eye beheld. I may truly 
say, we have no cause to complain, for the Lord 
was with us, in our journeying through Scotland; 
and though, at times, my poverty was great, yet 
blessed be his holy name, he hath never &iled to 
give utito his children, riches in poverty, and 
strength in weakness. 

We took our journey from Kelso In Scotland, back 
to Cumberland, and had two heavenly meetings in 
the borders of that county. Thence to Carlisle, where 
was a considerable number that bore our name, and 
some others, both at morning and afternoon meet- 
ings. But the work seemed hard to us, and the 
Truth suffered in the hearts of many of them. From 
thence we travelled into Westmoreland and York- 
shire, and had some liweet, seasonable times with 
Friends in their meeting houses, and sometimes in 
private houses. For which, we have cause to speak 
well of the blessed name of our God, who has so 
eminently helped in time of great difficulties, when 
he alone was trusted and relied upon. For there is 
no rock of salvation like unto the God of the living. 
He is the only true God, that answers Jby fire; for 
all the rightly minded amongst the children of mehy 
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Aeir worlds are, in tiie love of God, tried as by fiery 
trials; that so we poor worms may the moi^ depend 
on the all-wise Oiyer of every good gift, and may 
feel after fresh incomes of ^e renewings of love and 
life, from him that can give, and also take away at 
his pleasure, that which we may chiefly delight in. 
And Aerefore, Oh ! let the ^rue Israelites be enabled 
to say, blfsssed and praised be the name and power 
of the living Lord God, forever more, world with- 
out end, amen. For i am one the Lord has brought 
through great and imminent dangers, both by sea 
and land; some of which I would be glad to have 
written down for the honour of God, in a fuller and 
better manner, than I can do. I would noi have it 
done for my own, or forthe honour of any of mine, 
but his alone; for ^<he that will save his life shall 
lose it, but he that will lose his life for my sake, 
^all find it.'' There is no helper like unto the 
living God. He will help all those that truly trust 
in him, and give them to know an overcoming of 
the willings and runningsof the first nature; and 
that is to some, a hard thing to get the victory over. 
Wherefore, it may well be said, that a man's worst 
enemies are those of his own house. 

From Yorkshire, we travelled through Cheshire; 
where the Lord helped my infirmities, that I might 
be strengthened for his work's sake, and. Friends 
were well satisfied with my services among them. 
In Walcs,*the Lord favoured us with his living pre- 
aence. Also at Shrewsbury, I had a heavenly meet* 
ing;' for which I bless the name of the Most High. 
Were it not for his mercies, I should have failed 
long ago. Therefore, whosoever reads this account, 
let thy heart be more fixed to seek to please the liv- 
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ing God, to all things; for there caa be no better 
way for any to be found in. 

I am nQW at the age of sixty-three years, and yet 
I find I have as much need as ever, to seek unto 
the Lord, to be enabled to do his will. 

People may easily say the words ^^thy will be 
done in earth, as it b in heaven;'' but the right and 
only way to do his will, is €or all mankind, both 
rich and poor, to seek the Lord, so as to find him a 
helper near, even in tbem^ to enable them to do his 
holy will. And I am well .assured that all who do 
so, will be well rewarded for their painsii 

For, dear hearts, there is none can serve a better 
master; for the Lord careth well for all the sheep of 
his pasture, every way, even soul and body. Those 
who hearken to hear his voice, will not, by any 
means, follow the wrong leader into his crooked and 
libertine ways; but the Lojd will reveal his loving 
kindness to the upright. For our God is unchange- 
able, and his ways. are unchangeable; butthe^gate is 
strait,. and the way is narrow, to the children of 
pride; neither will the crooked twisting enemy, lead 
there; for he leads in the broad way; in it the flesh 
can get along with less care and crosses, with a sort 
of vain hope, flattering themselves, because there are 
so many in number no stricter than they; not con- 
sidering rightly, what it is that gives the only true 
evidence of the unfeigned hope of all the sanctified, 
which is Christ within them, the true hope of ever- 
lasting glory, given to all them that abide steadfast 
in the love of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who sufiered for the sins of m^n without the gates 
of Jerusalem, and rose again, and is ascended on 
high, and has received gifts for men, even the re- 
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belUcfiis, to prq>are the hearts of the children of men^ 
that are truly wiUing to be ti)eEdl>y aanetified thro' 
&ith. 

Now, for his-sake, who hath called me to be obe- 
dient to the manifestations of his divine will, I may 
relate some hardshq>8 and trials I have met with, 
both by dea and land. Thrice I have- been ship- 
wrecked, and in danger of the loss of my natural 
Hfe. But two of the vessels escaped, from being ut* 
terly lost; one of which was near North Carolina,— 
the other on the* coast of JBloUand. That which was 
quite lost was near Ireland, When shipwrecked on 
the coast of Holland, the Lord favoured us, sfo that 
thro*^ the night the vessel endured n^iny hard strokes 
on the sand. In the morning, hanging out a flag of 
distress, and being in. sight of a city, the people 
came and took us thither. And I can say of a truth, 
that the living Lord was a comfort to me, and my 
dear companion, Sarah Lay. We were so in fellow- 
ship with each other, that she held fast hold on me, 
and said if sli^ must die, she would go o£f with 
me. But, blessed be the God of our lives, he again 
wrought wonders for my deliverance. He has also 
sweetened many bitter cups, not^only formerly, but 
also in this journey; and I have thought that none 
of the Lord's servants could well say that they had 
suffered enough; for the God of the living best 
knows when our sufierings are aJl gone through. 
But the best,' ye my children can do, or I, or any 
one eke, that truly are bent to follow the Lord 
through many ti*ials, is ihis: let them shut their 
hearts up against the flesh, and steadily turn to the 
God of true hope, for be is able to help through all 
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hardships. Oh! let us trust in him, the Lord iftuh^ 
vahy for ia him is everlasting strength. 

In oor journey through Wales^ we met with good 
reception . amongst Friends, and also with other 
christian-like people, who loved us. .When we came 
to Bristol, Friends were no less kind to us, poor 
instruments; From Bristol, we went to -Bath, and 
had some service, and then towards London. We 
travelled through several towns, where we had good 
meetings; which made my poor soul rejoice in the. 
God of all our mercies, feeling that the glory was 
not departed from spiritual Israel. We came to Lon- 
don> and had many good meetings in that great city; 
t«ward which, the Lord has notforgot to he gracious, 
for hfi has sent many of his ministers to visit them, 
I believe, to help forward the work of humfliation 
and reformation, in order that he-majr do them good. 
Wherefore, I am ready to say, surely -the love of 
God to mankind is great^ in sa strengdiening the 
minds of the people in these troublesome times. For 
although in the north of England, the troubles have 
'been very great, yet our Friends have kept up their 
meetings, while other persuasions genesally dropped 
theirs, when the army was among them. Have we 
not renewed cause to hope that those afflicted ones, 
who press through all, to keep up their meetings for 
the worship of Almighty Opd, and put their trust in 
him, will be rewarded and preserved? For, sure I 
am, there iTno other armVof power, that can work 
for our deliverance, like to. our God, the God of ali 
the living. " : 

From London, we journeyed toward the Yearly 
Meetiqg to be held at Beales, for the principality of 
Wales J where my portion was, to su£fer for a time, 
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until He Wboise right it is, came to rule in my soul 
over all. Then, the bitter became sweet, and the 
creature bowed to the will of the great Creator, to 
be as of myself, nothing. This is the best state, in 
which to pelrform the will of 6od,*and also to sjieak 
what he pleaseth unto the people. Blessed be the 
Oodof my lifb, for that he was pleased' so to help 
me in all my many troubles, thatt he suffered me not 
.to murmur or repine at the work and service, which 
he called me to<lo. But through the great goodness 
of the Lord, my. soul was often renewed with the 
might of his own power, which gave fresh resolution 
to persevere. 

My dear children^ I think the times ate so peril- 
ous, that there is no safe dwelling-place, but as we 
are like-minded with Joshua, thai man of God, who 
said, "-as for me aiid. my house, we will * serve the 
Liord/^ Surely- the care of all such christian-like 
people is for God's, honour, more than their own. 
And in order that their families' may serve the Lord 
truly, they are careful to example well, and watch 
over them, night and day, that no undue liberties 
may be indulged, or connived* at. Andj dear chil- 
dren, my desire is, that this concern may be yours, 
from day to day; that so the Lord may greatly de- 
light in you, and make you more serviceable in his 
house, in whatever he may require ttf you. For it 
is only clean vessels, that are truly fit for the great 
Master's use; such as are washed from the pollution 
of sin, and the lusts of the flesh. Therieffore, let all ^ 
consider well ki time, whether or not, they have 
truly laboured to be wholly separated from sin; for 
all good works which are wrought by the power of 
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divine grace in hb, being ^soupkd with the feftf of 
God, will have aceeptanee with him. 

Now to return to my travels. I ttimed again to 
Leominster, in Hertfordshire, where the Lord made 
way to apeak to* the states of some in Use meeting. 
Thence I journeyed to a Quarterly meeting at Ross, 
where I was at two good comfortable meetings. 
Then to Gloucester, Tevksbnryj and Ghdytenham, 
pver a v^ry deep, and dangerous road, such as I 
nev^-saw before. But the Lord's mercies are over 
all his worka, and he saved nteirom harm. And I 
was ^eatly favoured with samiieh strength of Jbody, 
that I have not been forced to lay by, and not travel, 
on account of sickness; although I had many hard 
coughs, by taking cold in chan^g lodgings, in go- 
ing through Ireland, England, Scotland^ and Wales. 

On the 11th of the 8th month, 1746, we embark- 
ed at London, on board the ship, called Mary, seve- 
lal Friends accompanying us to (iravesend, where 
we had a comfortable time* of waiting on God to- 
gether. On the 14th, our ^ip'r company thought 
we were in« danger-of being attacked by a French 
ship, and strove to get their guns charged. But 
the ship tnmed from us, and they were not suffered 
to hurt us. To the praise o{ God I here mention 
this deliverance, that after ages may always trust in 
him; for, of a' truth, there is nothing better i^ all 
trials that are .to be met with in this world. 

As our sailing was north about Scotland, we were 
again pursued by another French ship. And truly, 
the dan^r was not snuiU that we were in: for 
twenty vessels had been taken from those parts we 
sailed through. The wind stood fair for us this 
way, and the captain went on without consulting any 
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man. But I know some of us trusted in a far better 
arm, than all the contrivance of men. We sailed 
mostly with a fair wind, for three weeks. Blessed 
be the great name of the God of all the living. 

19th of the 9th month, we yet enjoy good health, 
and fair winds and weather. But after this, in the 
latter part of our voyage, we met with a great share 
of contrary winds, which kept us off the American 
shore. The Lord knows best what is best for us; 
for after we came ashore, we heard that a French 
fleet had been on those coasts. Our passage was 
long by reason of cross winds, yet we may hope the 
Lord had a good end rn it, »nd all was made up to 
us. 

A few days after we landed at Philadelphia, in 
the beginning of the 10th month, the Delaware froze 
over. But blessed be the name of our God, I got ' 
safe home to my dear husband and children, and was 
thankful to be again at my own habi1;ation. WherQ 
I thought I had as much need as ever to watch and 
pray, that I might neither go too £atst, nor be too 
backward in doing our great Master's will in all 
things. 

During my stay in Pennsylvania, I was often con- 
earned to visit other meetings, and sometimes with 
other Friends, to visit families, in several Quarters, * 
in order to encourage the growth of truth and righ- 
teousness. Being much from home in the winter 
season, by reason of my age, I could not so well 
bear the cold as formerly; but, blessed be the God 
of my life, he has been good to me, enabling me to 
spend and be spent, for his cause, and in labouring 
to turn people from darkness to light,^ and from the 
power of satan, unto God. And in true obedience to 
Vol. L— 16 
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the Divine will, my habitation was comfortable to 
me, and I continued with my husband and family 
several years. 

Now once more, my great and good Master en* 
gaged me to visit Friends and others in some parts 
of Maryland, and I set out on the journey, the lat* 
ter end of the 9th month, 1748, in the sixty-sixth 
year of my pilgrimage. My companion was Eliza- 
beth Ashbridge; we met each other at Wilmington, 
and thence travelled by George's creek, to Chop- 
tank, where we had a meeting with. Friends, and 
were favoured with the springing up of a lively mi- 
nistry, to the refreshing of the hungry and thirsty 
souls. We next had a meeting at the head of Sassa- 
fras river, and thence to Little Creek Yearly, Meet- 

*ing, which held two days, I hope to the honour of 
our good Master. Thence to Duck Creek, and 
lodged at William Hammond's; .and so to New- 
castle, where we had a meeting. . We ^en went 
through Wilmington to Kennet, and some other 

'meetings in Chester county. After which, we part- 
ed in love and got well home to our families. Bless- 
ed be the God of all peace. 

The yeai' following, in company with Mary Evans, 
I visited the families belonging to New Providence 
meeting, to good satisfaction. After this, with my 
friend Ann Foulke, I engaged in a little journey 
amongst Friends, beginning at Maiden Creek, where 
we had two good meetings. Thence to Tulpehocken, 
and had a meeting at a friend's house amongst the 
new settlers. We then took meetings at Oley, the 
Forrest, Nantmel, and Uwchlan; and were favour- 
ed with the living presence of him, who is worthy 
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above all fading enjoyments, to be always remem- 
bered and loved. 

In company with my sister Mai^ Emlen, I visit- 
ed Friends at Evesham, in New Jersey. Also at 
Haddoofield, we had a good meeting, and lodged at 
the widow Estaugh's. We here met with our wor- 
thy friend, Josiah Foster, and I thought friends were 
so kind and loving, that we were as the children of 
one Father ought to be, having one Lord and one 
faith to trust in. We had also two meetings at Mount 
Holly, and were about two weeks in the service; 
then crossed the river and were at two meetings in 
Philadelphia, on first-day. On second-day morning ** 
I was at the meeting of ministers and elders, and 
glad I was there. Then, taking meetings at Franks 
ford and Abington, I returned home to my husband 
and family, accompanied by my son Joshua. 

Being in the sixty-eighth year of my age, I was 
drawn to go into the woods, up the forks of Dela- 
ware, to make a religious visit. My good friend,- 
Hugh Foulke, and his daughter Ann, went with me 
in this journey. We had four meetings among the 
inhabitants, who seemed well satisfied with our vi- 
sit; and I felt the reward of sweet peace in my bo- 
som. I also made a religious visit up the forks of 
Schuylkill, beyond the Blue Mountain, when the 
wind blew so hard, with «now from the north-west, 
that r feared I should not be able to bear it 

On the 31st of the 6th month, 1750, 1 set out with 
Phebe Lancaster to visit Friends in Jersey. We 
crossed the^ river in Bucks county, near Durham, 
and went as far as the Great Meadows, and had ma- 
ny good meetings with Friends and others, to the 
Si^tisfactiQQ of ix^any, Btessed be the name of our 
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God: his good spirit helped us along, and we tra- 
velled without murmuring or repining at any hard- 
ships that we met with. And he is able to make 
hard things easy to all his willing ones, who hum- 
bly bow 1o him in resignation, and thus have their 
hearts rightly prepared for all his services, that he 
requireth of them. I was also at the Yearly Meet- 
ing held at Shrewbury, and the Lord was pleased to 
favour us there. In visiting Friends, we sometimes 
had to go from family to family, labouring to encou- 
rage them in the ways of holiness, good works, and 
love to God. I also found a constraint upon my 
m'ind, to speak very closely against the too frequent 
use of strong drink or liquor; also agai-nst the too 
frequent and needless use of tobacco, in all its shapes, 
as an evil also. These things are too much delight- 
ed in by mankind; and Oh! saith my soul, that they 
were more refrained from, for the sake of Sion's 
glory. 

When this service was over, we crossed the river 
Delaware, and through mercy, got safe home. Bless- 
ed be the name of my great Master,^ who was to nie 
strength in weakness, and a present helper in many 
a trying hour, for his own name*s sake. 

Third Voyage to Europe. 

In the seventieth year of my age, I found draw- 
ings in my mind, by the spirit of my good Master, 
to cross the great ocean again, and visit Old Eng- 
land, in some parts where I had not been, which 1 
gave up to the third time. I left my home, and 
came with my dear husband to Philadelphia Halt- 
year's meeting, which was held the 16th of the 3a 
month, 1752, new stile. I stayed there until the 2Ut 
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of said month, and then embarked with Mary Wes- 
ton, who was on her return from a religious visit in 
America, and a friend from Long Island, named 
Phebe Dodge, who was under a concern of mind to 
visit the churches in Old England. 

We arrived safe in London, on the 10th of the 
'5th month, 1752, and went to the house of our friend 
Mary Weston. In the afternoon of the same day 
we had a meeting at Wapping. The Yearly Meet- 
ing began a week after our arrival, but I was very 
ill, during the time of it. My shipmate, Phebe 
Dodge, was drawn to visit' the northfen parts of 
England, and my concern was to the westward. So 
we parted in London, though in the cross to our iif- 
clination, for we had a desire to travel in company. 

I left London, thie 27th of the 5th month, with 
my worthy friend, Sophia Hume, for a companion; 
and the first night we lodged at the house of pur 
friend John Griffith, at Chelmsford, twenty-eight 
miles from London. We were at Colchester, Ips- 
wich, and Woodbridge- Yearly Meeting, to good 
satisfaction, and to the praise of him, who calleth 
out of darkness into his marvellous light; and out 
of all the dark ways of man's contrivance. I have 
found it my duty, openly to declare against the lust 
of the flesh, and the pride of life; and against ma- 
king any provision for the flesh to fulfil the lust 
thereof. The Lord was to my soul a rich rewarder, 
and made way in the hearts of his people, so that 
they were not offended at the fi*eedom I used among 
them. 

After visiting the families of Friends at Wood- 
bridge, we went to the Yearly Meeting at Norwich, 
where was a large concourse of many sorts of peo- 
16* 
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pie, ahd the good presence of God was manifested 
amongst us. We stayed some time about Norwich, 
visiting Friends and the meetings thereaway. Then 
came again to London, where we were kindly re- 
ceived, to our mutual joy, and I had some good 
service in and about the city. The Lord, in his in- 
finite goodness, made the weak strong, for his bless- 
ed work's sake: for, many times, the flood-gates of 
his mercies seemed to be opened, and we were fa- 
voured with abundance of heavenly rain. 

The 2d of the 8th month, 1752, I set out for the 
west of England, my cousin Benjamin Bourne, ac- 
companying me. I then took meetings at Uxbridge, 
High Wycomb, and so to the Land's End, — Ellin 
Palmer, a young minister, joining in company for 
awhile. Thei^ce to Henley, Reading, Basingstoke, 
and Alton, to Samuel Warrington's. At some of 
these places, there were but few Friends, to meet 
with us; but at others we had fu}l meetings with 
other people, when I found my heart much enlarged 
towards them, desiring them to strive to acquaint 
themselves with God, and. the assurance of peace 
would be their reward. 

On the 20th, .we were at Winchester, where I had 
some close work, and entreaty was used with Friends 
to leave off the vain customs that too much prevail 
among their children. Thence to Southampton and 
Portsmouth, where I met with a good reception of 
Friends, and many other people were glad of the 
opportunity. Through favour, I was furnished with 
suitable matter for some poor, mournful seekers 
among the Methodists; and I hope they will be 
gathered yet more and more, in spirit, unto God, 
and have less aad less reliance on the flesh. I then 
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had meetings at Gosport, Chichester, Porlishead, 
Rumsey, and a number of other places^ till we came^ 
to Bridgeport, where we lodged and had a meeting 
at the house of that worthy ancient minister, Samuel 
Bownas. 

The 1st of the 10th month, I was at Exeter, 
where I met with Ann Mercy Bell, of York, and 
Phebe Cartwright, and truly we were one anothers 
joy in the Lord. . Thence by Kingsbridge, and Ply- 
mouth, having meetings, I came into Cornwall, and 
was at many meetings in that country; several times 
in company with Ann Mercy Bell and her compa- 
nion, who were visiting there also. Thence into 
Devonshire, and visited all the meetings in the 
south parts of the west of England, from Ports- 
mouth to the Land's End, through a very hilly coun- 
try and bad roads. Sometrmes it seemed difficult 
for me. to get up and down the^ hills, for some of 
them were more like the stairs of a house than any 
thing else. My creature threw me off many times, 
but, blessed be the Lord, I was never much huH 
thereby, for the mare bowed herself so low, that it 
was like laying me down. In Cornwall we found 
many poor places, very much stripped of sound- 
hearted Friends, but here and there it seemed as if 
there was a seeking number. 

When we got back to Exeter in Devonshire, I 
was grieved to see that a wrong spirit had got in 
amongst some of the elders, and in others a disbelief 
th^t the Lord required females to labour in the gos- 
pel; and also a pleading for making provision for 
defensive war. But I may say, the Lord so filled 
me with his goodness, that I seemed to get the vic- 
tory over all wrong spirits, and^ had some good 



168 - JOURNAL OF StTSAMNA M0SRI8. 

service amongst them; for there are some sufferers 
for Christ's sake, in that city. 

After taking the meetings in Devonshire, and 
Somersetshire, we came to Compton, and lodged at 
Jonah Thompson's. Thence went on to Bristol, 
where we continued about a month. During my 
stay in that city, in company with others, I visited 
most of the families of Friends; the like visit they 
had never had before, and the service was better 
received than could have been expected. 

In this journey, in some places a constraint came 
upon me, to cry out against the too frequent use of 
tobacco, in all shapes, and the too frequent use of 
strong liquors. And, my dear fellow-labourers, let 
me say, I am fully of the mind, that these things 
are a great obstruction to that glorious work that is 
to be wrought out with fear and . trembling; and I 
think 1 have the mind of truth therein: and sure I 

• 

am that I was constrained «o to testify to many, m 
this my journey to and again, yea, in puhlic meet- 
ings, and likewise against that unsound speech,— 
you J — to a single person. 

I left Bristol the 07th of the 1st month, 1753, and 
went to Bath, where I was at three meetings on first- 
day. Thence came to Melksham, Devizes, and on to 
Salisbury,where was a friend in prison, for not pay- 
ing tithes. I had mafiy meetings in these parts, and 
through Berkshire, Hampshire, and Oxfordshire; 
and so went on to London, taking meetings in my 
way. And 1 may. say, I am but an unprofit^l^ 
servant, having done but my duty, to my own goul s 
peace. In London we were again made glad in the 
Lord our God, both in meetings, and in Friends 
houses, our hearts being broken into tenderness, 
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when Friends were still in body and mind, and not 
occupied about needless things. 

From London, I went again to Reading, where 
the Lord favoured us with his good presence at seve- 
ral meetings. Thence returned by way of Uxbridge, 
and visited several meetings in and about London; 
until the Lord visited me with sickness, and I was 
confined about a month, before I could gain strength 
to go on my journey again. In my illness, I had 
good cause to say that the regard of the*" heavenly 
Father was to his people, in order for their further- 
ance in the knowledge of the Truth. After I got out, 
we visited about two hundred families of the mem- 
bers of Devonshire-house meeting, in London, du- 
ring the month before the Yearly Meeting. After 
the service of that npeeting was over, I engaged 
again in visiting families in the city, and the Lord 
owned our labours from house to house, with hia 
good presence therein. 

On the 21st of the 8th month, 1753, I, with my 
companion, Phebe Dodge, set forward from London 
to Gravesend, in company with Sarah Brown, Ann 
Merc^ Bell, and several other friends. After a sea- 
son of waiting on the Lord together, they returned, 
and we~ embarked for America. I am now in the 
seventy-first year of my age, and in a moderate state 
of health ; thanks be to the God of my life. He has 
added to my days, many more than I had expected, 
and my heart has been comforted with the joys of 
^s.-^alvation. 

The first three weeks, we had a prosperous voy- 
age, and got almost half way over the great ocean. 
We met with an East India ship, and they sent their 
boat and men i^ith silk and muslin goods for our 
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people to* buy of them; which hindered us some 
hours good sailing. 

We had meetings, every first-day, in the great 
cabin, to which came most of the ship's company. 
Had generally fair weather; but some stormy sea- 
sons; in one of which they thought it best to cut 
down one of the masts, also lost most of the sails— 
and several of the workmen were in great danger 
of losing their lives. 

We landed at Philadelphia in the latter end of the 
10th month, and I had a meeting at Darby with my 
husband, and some other friends from the city; and 
we were thankful for a good meeting, as well as that 
the God of my life had again brought me over the 
" great ocean in safety.. After returning to town, we 
got home in a few days, to our week-day meeting 
at Richland, in Bucks county. 

In the 3rd month following, I attended the general 
Spring meeting in Philadelphia, where the Lord fa- 
voured us with his living presence. After that meet- 
ing was over, my husband, Elizabeth Morgan, and 
myself, went to Reading, and had a meeting in the 
evening. Thence to Merion meeting — -after Vbich, 
I visited all the meetings in Bucks county, ia com- 
pany with Phebe Thomas, mostly to good satisfac- 
tion. 

After some stay at home with my husband and 
family, I found drawings to visit Friends in the 
Jersies. On bur way, we had a heavenly meeting 
at Plumstead, — then went to Burlington to a^Und 
the Yearly Meeting, which was not so largo as it 
might have been, had not sickness prevailed in so 
many families. But blessed be the God of the liv- 
ing, we had a comfortable season with divers wor? 
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thy friends. Thence, beginning at Mount Holly, 
we took meetings down the river to Cohanscy; and 
I hope I may ^ay, that both our friends and ourselves 
were satisfied with our visit: sometimes we had good 
times in Friends' families. We crossed the river to 
Marcus Hook, had a meeting at Chester, and hasten- 
ed home.^ 

Having drawings in our minds towards Friends 
in Chester county, we laid our concern before our 
ministers' meeting, and having their unity there- 
with, we set out the 9th of the 11th month, 1754, in 
the seventy-second year of my age. The first meet- 
ing we had was at Peter Reverdon's, and lodged at 
John Jacobs', where we had a house full of young 
pieople. Thence to Moses Coates's, who accompa- 
nied us to the Valley meeting, where we fared well, 
and returned to Moses Coates's, where we had a 
comfortable meeting with a few Friends, and some 
others. Then to the Valley meeting again; where 
my companion, Phebe Thomas, was divinely opened 
in testimony among the people. Thence to Uwchlan, 
Nantmel, and East Cain, to good satisfaction ; also 
at John Jacobs, whose wife was so lame that she 
could not get to meeting. Thence we went to Marl- 
borough week-day meeting, where was a large com- 
pany; of which I was glad, for the Lord's sake. We 
heard also that sickness was in several families; and I 
was induced to hope that the Lord was among them, 
and that they knew it. We visited John Hurford and 
hisi^ife, where was nine children and an old father 
near ninety years of age; with whom we had a fam- 
ily retirement, and it was to me a gladdening sea- 
son- From thence we went to New Garden meeting, 
and afterwards returned home. Blessed be the Lord 
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our God for bis numerous favours. I think no tongae 
of man is able to set fortb his bountifulness so fully 
as it is in itself towards us, unless the holy key opens 
the heart to the honour of God, who is worthy for- 
ever. Amen. 



Extract of a letter, dated 2d of 1st mo. 1831. 

I wrote you last week; since which the old yeai* 
lias taken its leave of us, and the new one been wel- 
comed in its place. How many who began the year 
with us, as likely as we to see its close, have been 
called from time to eternity ! 

" While, with ceaseless course, the sun 

Hasted through the former year; 

Many souls their race have run, 
Never more to meet us here. 

Pix'd. in an eternal state. 

They have done with all below; 
. JVejH little longer wait. 

But how little^ none can know." 

With what rapidity the last 'year has winged its 
flight. Though it has been a year of general health, 
yet thirteen of. our neighbours have died. ** The 
places which cfnce knew them, will know them no 
more, forever.'* But, how soon they are filled by 
others! and in a short time, ours will, be so too! 
We shall go the way of all the earth; and, except 
among a very few dear friends, it will quickly \m as 
** though we ne'er had been." Is it not a humbling 
thought, that " we shall pass away, and be forgotten, 
and the world be neither wiser nor better, for our 
having been inhabitants thereof?" 



FRIKBTDS^ MISCBI.l.AlirY. 



The memory of the just is Uened. — Proc. z. 7. 

Gather up the fragments that remain, tliat nothing be lost. 

JoAn, vi. 12. 



Nos. 5,6,7.] EIGHTH MONTH, 1831. [V ol. I. 

NARRATIVE 

Of the Life and Religious Exercises of James 
HAMTONy late of Bucks county ^ Pennsylvania. 
Together unth Diaries^ S^Mloqnies^ Essays^ and 
Zjctters. Written by himself 

INTRODUCTIOK. 

The following miscellaneous w6rk was originally 
intended^ 'by the author, for his own improvement. 
Being of a thoughtful turn of mind, and at times fa- 
voured with strong desires to experience a growth 
in true wisdom, he was induced, in his retirements, 
to pen down such occurrences as made strong im- 
pressions on his mind, in order to receive instruc- 
tion and improvement, from a frequent review of 
them. The Narratives of his youth, the Reflections, 
the Diaries and Soliloquies, were written with this 
intention.. But, apprehending himself led, in his 
arduous journey towards renovation, somewhat dif- 
ferently from many others, he has, in hopes of af- 
fording some way-marks to the poor desponding 
traveller who may come after, been made willing 
to submit them to the inspection and use of survi- 
vors. As the author's sole view in wishing them 
Vol. 1.— 17 
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ever to be made public, is the good of soula, he will 
avoid, as much as he conveniently can, introducing 
any private history, or account of himself^ which 
doth not appear pretty intimately connected with 
that great end. But as this work may fall into the 
hands of some, who would wish to be informed 
something respecting his parentage; it may not be 
iai^Mvper, briefly to say, he was bom of reputable 
parents, Benjamin and Ann Hamton;* his father 
being a farmer in Wrightstown, Bucks county, and 
a useful and respectable member of religious society. 
His mother was a tender-spirited, virtuous woman, 
who endeavoured early to impress on the tender 
minds of her oflEspring, the true principles of reli- 
gion. He was bom the 29ih of the 2d month, 1764. 



NARRATIVE I. 

^ Review qf the first stage of Life^ to the four- 
teenth year, 

1708. — I well remember being very early im- 
pressed with ideas of good and evil, and of the exis- 
tence of an Almighty, benevolent Being, who made 
the world, and all things in it; and who protected 
and rewarded good people. I also had some terrific 
notions of a cruel, wicked being, who kept bad men 
in a doleful place of perpetual torment. This was 
about my fourth year. I even then saw something 
of the b^sauty of goodness, and deformity of vice. 
As I grew iA^^r^ the passions gathered strength; I 
was (excessively fond of play, and thought hard of 

♦game cfthfctmiUy write fhe name Mhmy^n. 
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restraint; was peevish, and troublesome to mjr mo* 
ther, when she prudently restricted me from the 
undue indulgence of these youthful follies; and was 
often disobedient. I was also, very early, sensible 
of an inward principle convicting me of the evil of 
my ways. 

1 770. — I learned to read about the seventh year 
of my age. When at school, among idle, wicked 
boys, I increased much in vanity and folly, but was 
preserved from the grosser crimes of quarrelling, 
swearing, lying, &c. My excessive fondness for 
play, made me often importunate for iQpive to go out 
on first-daya, in the afternoon, to associate with the 
boys of the neighbourhood. With this liberty, I 
was sometimes indulged, though highly unfavourable 
to innocence. I loved vain talk, jesting, and laugh- 
ter, and was much applauded for the acuteness of 
my wit, by those who, from their age and situation, 
ought rather to have reproved my folly. Thus in- 
judiciously excited to a foolish emulation, the shoots 
of lightness and vanity took deep root in me, much 
to the injury of every plant of virtue. Oh ! how 
many bitter sighs and tears has it cost me, to get 
even measurably clear of these corrupt, and degra- 
ding propensities ! 

1774. — About the tenth year of my age, a war 
breaking out between England and America, and 
Friends being generally opposed to the measures, 
and suffering much in many respects, the schools 
dropped, and thus I was kept much at home. Here, 
secluded from temptations to folly, I grew more 
spber and thoughtful; — ^loved reading and writing, 
and spent much of my leisure in such exercises. 
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The books I chiefly read, were, the Bible> Sewel'5 
History, with the Journals, and other writings of 
Friends. Being fond of writing, I used to copy 
many instructive passages, which I met with in 
reading, and afterwards frequently perused those 
selections. Thus it pleased Divine Providence to 
visit me. I was not vile or very wicked, but very 
rude and vain; and for this I often felt strong con- 
victions. If I obtained leave to go abroad on first- 
days of the week, to play with my companions, I 
returned in the evening with a heart covered with 
dejection; being made sensible, by a superior 
Power, that I was not spending my time as I ought. 

As I read the lives and sufferings of pious men, 
my mind was often much effected, and made sensi- 
ble of its imperfections. Once, as I well remember, 
I had been reading some religious book, when re- 
tiring alone, I shed tears of contrition, and entreat- 
ed the Great Father of the universe, to remember 
them, and to take me under his care and protection. 
At this time I had a clear sense of what was my 
duty, and felt conviction for disobedience, in a very 
forcible manner. I saw what constituted consistency 
of conduct; and when I beheld young people act 
unsuitably to my ideas of propriety, thought with 
myself, surely, when I become a man, I will be 
more sober and circumspect. But, alas ! I little 
knew the natural weakness and depravity of my 
own heart. 

Thus, I went on for several years, experiencing, 
amidst many weaknesses, a gradual improvement of 
manners, and an amendment of heart. My father, 
seeing my attachment to book^ and writing, in- 
dulged my inclinations, and sent me to school. 
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whenever there could be one procured in the neigh- 
bourhood. I hnproved in my learning, and was 
favoured so to conduct, as to gain the esteem of my 
teachers. These were, comparatively, days of 
peace and innocence, and happy would it have been 
for me, had I continued thus thoughtful, and in- 
wardly attentive. 

Reflections, 

Accustom thyself, my soul, to meditate on these 
circumstances, attending thy childhood. Behold, 
in thyself, how early the divine principle of grace 
beginneth to operate in the heart, even at the dawn 
of reason. Hence, is evidenced the necessity, the 
very great importance of instilling virtuous princi- 
ples into the tender minds of children, which readi- 
ly receive, and long retain, these first impressions. 
From thy own example, thoo beholdest how sharp- 
-Sighted children are; with what surprising accuracy 
they adjust actions to characters, and observe in- 
consistencies therein. Oh ! then, learn from hence, 
how serious a thing it is to have the oversight of 
youth ! How careful oughtest thou to be before 
them, of all thy words and actions, that they may 
receive no improper bias from thy example, but 
may be influenced to walk in the paths of virtue ! 
Oh ! that my conduct among these little ones, may 
be, at all times, marked with such religious pro- 
priety, as to furnish them a pattern to follow with 
safety. 

17* 
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NARRATIVE IL 

Containing a Review of Life^from the fourteenth 

to the twentieth year. 

1778.^- About the fourteenth year of my age, 
there was a Latin school opened in our neighbour- 
hood. In this school, my attachment to learning 
gained me a place. Here, mixing with companions, 
too much like myself, by nature, we excited each 
other to folly, and I soon became more vain and 
volatile, than ever before. My application to study 
during school hours, and undue attachment to play? 
to levity, and jesting, when out among my com- 
panions, gradually withdrew my attention from 
serious contemplation. I had always diligently at- 
tended meetings for. worship; and now, though they 
grew extremely irksome, my father's commands 
were such, that I durst not absent myself. I ^^' 
clined fast, and soon lost sight of my former sensi- 
bility and religious experience; and seldom took up 
a book, the reading of which might have a tendency 
to revive those impressions. 

1780. — I continued at school about two years, and 
during that time, rather increased in folly. Amoag 
men, I supported a fair, moral character, but niy 
heart was very vile, and I frequently indulged in 
many romantic, lewd, and vicious thoughts. Ycti 
notwithstanding the naughtiness of my heart, and 
many circumstances favourable to* the gratification 
^of my corrupt propensities, an all-gracious and over- 
ruling Hand, in unspeakable mercy, kept me fro"^ 
the commission of gross and abominable sins. 
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Stop here^ awhile^ O my sovAf and reflect on this 
marvellous ilttention of kind Providence to thee. 
Let tears of gratitude flow, on the recollection there- 
of. Thy affections were vile, thy heart was a sii>k 
of uncleanness. Yet his all-penetrating eye beheld 
thee with compassion. He remembered his cove- 
nant with thee, in the days of thy childhood, and 
cast over thee his preserving mantle of love. From 
thy infancy, he hath watched over thee for good. 
He hath led thee about, and instructed thee, and 
exalted thee in many, respects, above thy fellows. 
Ah ! therefore, forget not, but ever carefully bear 
in mind, that for all these favours, he requireth thy 
heart Oh ! reverence and adore his unutterable 
mercy and goodness, and by daily dedication of thy 
all to his service, let thy whole conduct demonstrate 
thy gratitude and love. 

From* my sixteenth to my twentieth year, 1 
wrought, in the summer season, on my father's 
farm, and spent most of the winter seasons at school. 
Mortified under a labour, which, not being accustom- 
ed to, I found disagreeable and hard to support; and 
separated from my companions, and many allure- 
ments to folly, my mind was reduced into an hum- 
bler state, and became once more fitted to entertain 
serious contemplations. 

Being taken from school, and deprived of the op- 
portunity of spending much time among books, my 
avidity for study rather increased, and I thought 
nothing in this world would tend more to my hap- 
piness, than leisure to pursue it as I chose. I rose 
early, and passed some hours, almost daily, in study, 
which otherwise might have beenspent in morning 
slumbers. 



[ 
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Although this desire in youth, for improrement 
in valuable knowledge, is very commendable, and 
merits encouragement; yet I early found my atten- 
tion too earnestly turned to it; and by an importu- 
nate something in the mind, which I understood 
not, and which I was unwilling to attend to, as at 
always seemed at variance with my ^wishes, I was 
often obliged to remit the ardour of my studies, and 
was led to serious meditations on the importance of 
a religious and virtuous life. This unwelcome visiter 
within, would intrude his company, when I was 
alone, in retirement; and spreading a kind of solemn 
melancholy over the mind, would show me niy im- 
perfections, and the vanity of all my pursuits, unless 
qualified with something of a higher nature, suited 
to the capacity and endowments of a being, formed 
for immortality. In order to gain quietude of mind, 
I was, in a manner, obliged to dedicate a part of my 
little leisure to meditation, to reading the scriptures, 
and other religious books. 

When I ruminate on the depravity of my affec- 
tions, and the vanity of my ways, and look back, 
and behold the Almighty Father's love extended 
over me, and by the strivings of his Holy Spirit, 
raising my debased appetites, and drawing my feet 
from the paths of sin and destruction, — no language 
can sufficiently set forth the feelings of my heart 

Thus, being favoured with a renewed visitation 
from the great Parent of Love, 1 felt, at times, 
strong desires of living the life of the ri^teous; 
and often watered my pillow with tears, on remem* 
bering the follies of a mispent day. During the 
summer season, being out of the way of much 
temptation, and subjected to labour and hard8hi|M, I 
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rather increased in virtue; but in the winter^ going 
to school and mixing with a number of rude com- 
panions, of whom it may be truly said, I was the 
most vain and foolish, I quickly degenerated, and 
found myself in the spring, in a religious sense, 
just where I was the year before. Thus, I passed 
on in a painful round, sinning and repenting, for a 
number of years, without experiencing any visible 
improvement in virtue. 

Adore my soul, in humble gratitude, that God 
who, in the riches of his mercy, when thou wast 
defiled in folly, and turnedst thy back upon him, 
condescended to visit and revisit thee. He saw 
thy weakness and ignorance, and in the greatest 
love compassionated thy case. Oh ! how incon- 
ceivably great is thy debt to this heavenly Bene- 
factor ! 

NARRATIVE III. 

Containing some account of the painful conflicts 
experienced, on entering more earnestly into a 
Religious Life. 

1784. — ^In the spring of the year 1784, by my 
father's direction, I for the first time, entered upon 
the arduous employment of school-keeping. 

As schools, in that neighbourhood, had for a long 
time been conducted with great weakness and irregu- 
larity, I began the business under many discourage- 
ments. My mind was impressed with a sense of 
the importance of the engagement, and the necessity 
of a reformation in schools; but being young, aod 
naturally diflfident, I found myself ready to sink 
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under the labour. My aniciety to discharge my 
duty among the pupils in a proper manner, was, for 
some time, so great, that I scarcely could sleep^ op 
get from under the solicitude day or night 

Here opened an important, memorable era to my 
soul. The sufferings of my mind, arising from the 
nature of the business, reduced me into a more hum- 
ble, teachable situation, than I had before expert-^ 
enced. Feeling my. imperfections and waists, I 
sought solitude and retirement; and in time became 
acquainted with the nature of silent, spiritual prayer. 
But although I had made some advances in religious 
experience; yet when I found my mind uneasy and 
distressed, after imprudent behaviour, or neglect of 
uiity, I knew not what it was that thus discomposed 
me, and led me (o cry for assistance and forgiveness. 

I continued, for some months in this course, gra- 
dually increasing in my desires after purity of heart; 
till, being one evening in company with a young 
man, who had estperienced something of the opera- 
tion of the principle of grace upon his heart, — he, 
in the course of our conversation, made some perti- 
V nent remarks on the nature of the Divine principle 
of Truth, manifested in the mind, convicting for 
evil, and pointing out the means to avoid it; assu- 
ring me, that if I paid due attention to it, I should 
not only know when I had done aafHSs, bot know 
what was my duty, and be enabled to perform it. 
This information filled me with joy, and was, thro*^ 
divine mercy, a means of enlarging my understand- 
ing, and putting me in a capacity. to profit by this 
invaluable blessing-^a Monitor within. It was a 
day of espousal to my soul; and I rejoiced under 
a lively sense of Divine mercy i^ftd goodness to 
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the chtklren of men. I was wilUng to enter into 
eoTeoant with the Most Hi^r'Ap{>l^^ myself with 
alacrity to my duty, and thought I had only to pay 
atientioQ to the pointings of this principle within, 
and he quickly as virtuous as I wished. 

But, O my soul,- how ignorant wast thou of the 
pangs that awaited thee ! Thou poor Christian tra- 
veller, who mayest hereafter enter the journey un- 
der many discouragements — what shall I say for thy 
direction and assistance? — ^Whatever speculative 
knowledge thou mayest have of religion, trust not 
thereto; for know, assuredly, that nothing short of 
real experience will he available. Narrow is the 
entrance which leadeth into the way of life, and 
arduous the labour of passing that entrance. This 
must be the experience of all who rightly enter it; 
yet be thou not discouraged: — He who now writdth, 
and wisheth to place some way-marks for thee to 
go^by, was as weak and unworthy^ as-, perhaps, 
thou canst be; — he, preserving a wbh to be advan- 
cing, and labouring to keep in view the prize before 
him, — surrounded and depressed with numerous in- 
firmities, which rose before him as hnpassable moun- 
tains, — hath been, through the marvellous conde- 
scension and assistance of Divine Providence, pre- 
served among the living; and enabled, under nvm- 
berless weaknesses, to make some advances in the 
narrow path. I, therefore, for thy encouragement, 
set to my seal^ ^Ubat God is good; that his mercy 
endureth forever; and that, to those who wish in 
sincerity to serve Him, not one of all his. promises 
shall fail.'^ 

I had not been favoured with the visitation above- 
mentioned, many weeks, before I discovered that 
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my natural weakDeas and the deprarity of-lkeart^ 
were very great I soon founds by painfol expmence, 
that to see what was my duty, and to be enabled ta 
perform that duty, were two things widely di£ferent. 
During my youthful revelries and forgetfulness of 
God, a great body of death had grown up within 
me, which it now appeared next to impossible for 
me to break down, and get separated from. And 
here opened a wide field of ardent labour, even the 
Chriatian warfare. But, alas! so numerous were 
my infirmities, and the temptations which the ene- 
my cunningly adapted to the state of my mind, that 
unless the mercy and forbearance of my Maker had 
been inexpressibly great, I long since had been just- 
ly deprived of my existence among the living. 

During the business of the day, my mind, fatigued 
with labour, was too frequently taken ofi* the true 
foundation; — ^wJiich subjected me to many crimes 
and follies, the temptations to which, I being weak 
and unguarded, was unable to resist. How often 
have I, at these times, experienced the painful con- 
fiict between flesh and spirit, as mentioned by the 
apostle, in the seventh chapter to the Romans! The 
good which I wished to do, I did not; and the evil 
I wished to avoid, that I committed. And how of- 
ten have I had to adopt his pathetic exclamation , 
*<0h! wretched man that I am ! Who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death?" 

In the cool of the evening, I frequently retired in- 
to lonely places, and, under a painful recollection of 
my deviations from rectitude, and a strong convic- 
tion of my utter incapacity of advancing a step in 
the heavenly path without superior assistance,-^ 
poured forth my complaints before the Almightjr 
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1786. — Thus I passed on^ for a considerable time, 
throagh numerous infirmities and discouragements^ 
under which I was often near sinking, and almost 
deprived of faith and hope; but through all, there 
was a secret arm of support graciously extended, 
which bore up the desponding soul -in times of 
greatest need. The Lord seeing my heart desirous 
of sernng Him, con^scended to lead me along 
gradually, and instruct me as my slow progress 
would admit. How unspeakably great is the lore 
and care of the heavenly Father, for the Httle chil- 
dren of his family ! And how wond^ul are Ms 
ways with them, in order properly to bring them 
through the furnace, or work of regeneration; 
through whieH all must pass, who'ent^ his rest! 

My sOul, hold fast the little thou hast' attained^ 
and press e«rnestiy after ^move* Through divine as- 
sistance thou hast been enabled to make some ad- 
vances in the new life. Oh! be deeply thankful 
for extended mercy. Be more watdiftil, more 
patient and resigned, and thou shalt yet, so greaftis 
the Master's love, be strengthetied to perform thy 
'*- day's work in the day time.'' 

Nfirrdtwes and Reflection* 

The mansigeiiieDt of ehildren at schfiol^ having, 
through an almost inexcusable de&ult of parents, 
been very frequently committed to persons of poor^ 
losir charaetera, wanting almost every necessary 
qualification, — brought that busisiesS) wh»ch, if con*: 
scieAtiously and judiciously managody Is certainly 
one of the most importaul; «ngagemeats,-;--8o grpatly 
Vol. 1.— 18 
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into disrepute, that it was by most people regarded 
as a very mean, degrading employment Being, 
through a vicious kind of sensibility, too much af- 
fected by the obloquy conferred by many of my ac- 
quaintance, for commencing schoolmaster,^ and feel- 
ing the confinement and other inconveniences at- 
tending the business, to be very trying, — my weak, 
unstable nature, soon began to meditate a change; 
but whenever I have turned my attention seriously 
thereto, I have felt a deep caution with respect to 
quitting the business, and been made sensible that 
my present occupation in life^ is by superior ap- 
pointment. I have, therefore, not without many 
discouragements and mortifications, been favoured 
to continue it under an apprehension t)f religious 
duty. 

2d month Ist^ 1786. — As the school here» at my 
native place, is very small anid poor, scarcely afford- 
ing a single person a livelihood, I have often turned 
my attention towards a removal. About the begin- 
ning, of last month, the trustees of a free school in 
Montgomery, offered me their school; which, after 
some consideration, I concluded to accept, and agreed 
to enter it in the 4th .month liext. I have had 
many anxious thoughts and doubts about leaving 
home; but as the school was offered me, without 
any seeking of my own, I hope my going is proper. 
May it please Divine Providence to go with me, 
and guard me in innocency, when a stranger in a 
strange land. 

l^£^.— ^Tfats day, was held at Wrightstown, the 
Quarterly meeting for Bueks county. It was at- 
tended by a large number of Friends, to whom, 
with .great weight, the vrord was preached. ' We 
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were solemnly admonished of the approaching dis- 
solution of our earthly tab^rrtacles; and the neces- 
sity of a timely preparation^ was moyingly urged. 

My raindy for a considerable time past, hath been 
attended with great poverty: remember, therefore, 
my soul, to render devout thanksgivings to thy all- 
gracious Creator, for those seasons of favour, where- 
in the negligent are warned, and the poor and weak 
aroused and encouraged. When poverty and mental 
distress come over thee, and seem to sink thee to 
the regions of death, where no pleasant voice is 
heard, — remember those strengthening times, where- 
in thou hast plentifully druj^k of the streams of life, 
and faint aot Remember, he whom thou lovest, 
hath said,^^ As many as I love^ I rebuke and chasten." 
Remember, also, that the furnace of affliction must 
be hea|ted> until the dross of nature be consumed. 
Mui^mur not, therefore, at the dispensations of Provi- 
dence. He is all-wise and merciful, and best knows 
w\h9it i^ suitable for thee. 

'5ih mo. lat^ — Have now been a few weeks at 
Montgomery school. I find it very large and trou- 
blesome, being composed of almost all sects^ and de- 
nominations. Way hath been made for me to re- 
side in the famfly of doctor Charles Moore, and 
Mileah Martha, his wife. These very valuable 
Friends treat me with unmerited kindness, and by 
their pious and refined conduct and conversation, 
afford me daily lessons of improvement. I have no 
doubt that my lot is cast here, through Divine apr 
pointment; and I regard it as a renewed instance of 
his parental regard to me, an undeserving creature. 
O my soul, be deeply thankful for these favours, 
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ReftecHons. 

^ih. — All nature seems reviving this morning. 
The fruit trees are blossoming, — the woods thicken 
with the opening buds, and among the branches the 
winged choir, ?weetl)r melodious, warble forth their 
mornfng hymns to the benevolent Father of the Uni- 
verse. Why, then, O my soul ! why art thou so 
languishing? Why, amidst all this profusion of gay- 
ety, art thou so dejected? 

Remember me, O bountiful Creator ! for unless 
thy beams of love gladden the heart, who shall sing 
thy praises with acceptance? I believe thou regard- 
est the poor in spirit, and in thy own time wilt 
visit and strengthen them. Oh ! give me patience 
to wait thy coming. * 

Evening. — This day, like all others beforfe it, 
hath passed away, and wrll no more return. How 
fleeting is the life of man ! Every moment, as it 
flies, lessens the distance between us and eternity. 
May the froquent remembrance of these serrons 
tmiths, arouse me to labour after a faithful discharge 
of duty; th^ when my w^ry pilgfiaiage here shall 
terminate, I may gain admittance into the regions of 
undisturbed repose, prepared for th^ righteous^ 

As I walked hon>e this eveniog, serioui^ly medita- 
ti«ig, I was made sensible of the great necessity of 
having my own will subdued, that the spirit of 
Christ, my crucified lord, might alone have the di- 
rection of all my actions^ 

6M. — My leisure this day, which is very rainy, 
hath been chiefly employed in reading a religious 
author. I wish my reading may tend to strengthen 
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rae in the paths of righteousness^ wherein I greatly 
desire to run. 

Weakness, and mental poverty, have muoh attend- 
ed me this day. 

Thou, Lord, often in thy wisdom, seest meet to 
baptize me into a lively sense of my own nothing- 
ness. Thou art infinitely merciful and good, and 
wilt not afflict the least of thy depending children 
without cause; and therefore, mayest thou strength- 
en me often^ as well as now, under a degree of real 
resignation^ to say, "Thy will be done." 

6th mo. 27th. — I this day attended our monthly 
meeting, at Gwynedd. It proved a season of great 
favour, through the ministry of divers Friends. O 
my soul, how wast thou refreshed with the dew of 
Heaven ! How were thy doubts removed, and thou 
encouraged to persevere through the fire and through 
the water; because He who keepeth thee, will not 
desert his depending children, but will protect them 
through all the mazes and difficulties of this life ! 

Under a' lively sense of thy manifold mercies, it 
is, at this time, upon me, O Lord, to commemorate 
thy kindness to me, an unworthy creature. Thou, 
O Father, lovedst me before my infant reason could 
distinguish the language of love. Thy parental arm 
of goodness was around me, when I knew it not; 
and thy wisdom directed my goings, when I was 
ignorant of thee, the eternal Author of my existence. 
When I look back, and remember the ignorance and 
folly of my childish years, and see, through every 
stage of my life, thy love, Lord, surrounding me, 
and thy secret Providence guiding my unwary feet 
from the slippery paUis of sin,«^my heart is melted 

18* 



no JAMES HAMTON's NARBATtlTS. 

within Hie, under a sense of my great unworthiness. 
How often have I forgotten thee, and rebelled 
against thy righteous word ! yet thou hast not cast 
me off, but still pursued me with unspeakable good- 
ness and mercy. What shall I, a poor weak crea- 
ture, render thee, my God, for all thy unmerited 
favours ? A deep sen^ of my own nothingness, and 
thy everlasting kindness, now humbleth my soul 
before thee. What shall I say? I am' as nothing; but 
thou art all in all. Oh ! teach my infant lips, holy 
Father, to glorify thy name; for Thou alone, Jirt 
worthy of unceasing, adoratio^a and praise. Amen. 

StA mo, 11/A.— ^My school being vacant lately^ 
far two or three weeks in time of harreaiby I took a 
tour, during^ that recess, to Wiknington,.. to .visit 
some relations and friends there. A large, number 
of Friends reside tkere, who, in general, make a 
very piaia appearance. I thought I had never seen 
so many plain coats together, in any other place; 
but this is very useliess and vain, without a life 
answerable U> it Alas ! how littie will plainness of 
apparel avail us, unless We eKperienee an advance-- 
meat in the arduons path Q£.regeQeratioa \ A plain 
garb, wilh a conduct. answerable ta it, is lovely; but 
I was distressed on observing a spirit of ligi^aess^ 
prevailing in some there, whom a more (Solid db-. 
portmeot would much better become. 

When I see how sorrowfully levUy and folly pre> 
valLamong Christians, and< remember how .often the 
faithful Moikitor hiath called .me from. k;^^hQW often 
con^^cted me of the sinfulness of foolisl^ light die-- 
course;— -may I earnestly endeavauritobeoememore 
silent and tretired in minii^ deqi^isiBg the shame ttf 
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being aceounted a fboly seeing it is dfemanded by Htm 
who justly claims my whole heart 

Philadelphia, II th fMO. 7ih^ 1766. 

The latter pfart of this last summer, my worthy 
friends, doctor Moore and wife, concluded to re- 
move to town. As I knew not how to part with 
them, asd fotmd the school at Montgomery attend- 
ed widi m«iofo labour aiid troatile, they inrited me to 
remove wkk them, and very -kindly* interested 
themselves in my behal£ After many s^oos con-. 
sifderatioDs of the matter, and earnest petitions to 
the great Parent of goody tliaH; he would be pleased 
to direct my goings, I agreed to accompany them. 
They introduced me to the notice of several valuable 
Friends, in this city, who have furnished me with a 
number of little girls, whom I wait upon as instruc- 
tor, in several brahebes of leavniasig. 

Since my arrival here, which was but a few days 
ago, my mind has been in aiow, abased situation. 
Being among strangers, 1 have fek as a poor pil- 
grim, wandering much alone in this Wida world. 

Was, yesterday, at our Quarterly meeting, held 
in this city. Much gospel labour was bestowed by 
concerned Friends, to convince the members of the 
evil consequences of mixing so much with the spirit 
and customs of the World. Under a sorrowful sense 
of the great declenision of the Sbciety, we were hum- 
bled together, and many important truths were de- 
livered with great weight, — an unusual solemnity 
covering the assembly. An ardent desire arose in 
me, that I might be enabled to shun the pollutions 
of sensuality, which so intoxicate the rising genera^* 
ttott; and my spirit was deeply exercised ^bcf6re Ae 
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Most H^by for his strength and protection^ through 
this scene of probation. 

Forget not, O my soul, the many merciful visita- 
tions of thy God, that so his arm may compass thee 
aiound for good. Lord, I am poor; I am unworthy ! 
Oh! preserve my distressed soul from the mouth of 
the devourer! 

2d mo, Isi^ 1787. — Mental poverty- hath been 
much my portion of late, and I have seemed to my- 
self as a poor deserted waaderer, 4n this wide and 
wicked world. Providence has seen meet, very 
much to abase me, and to baptize my soul into bit- 
terness and sorrow. Oh ! that my impatience may 
not render his chastisements ineffectual. 

Remember, O my soul, the victory is not obtain- 
ed, but through patience; and that though weakness 
and sorrow of heart are distressing; yet they are un- 
doubtedly intended for thy good; since thy life and 
thy ways, are in the hands of Ilini, who is perfect 
in wisdom and goodness. 

O Lord, sanctify my life. Take away my (Iwn 
will, and enable me, with patience, to pass through 
those sorrows, which thou seest necessary for my 
refinement. 

Many affecting sights, conveying deep instruc- 
tion to the intelligent mind, are often seen in this 
city. As many are wealthy, and rioting in the un- 
merited blessings of a bountiful Giver;' so, thou- 
sands, unpiUed and friendless, drag on a wretched 
existence, overwhelmed with poverty and disease. 

Many are the poor, destitute mortals, who call at 
our door, some with one mournful complaint, and 
some with another. A few hours ago, a person. 



ivith all Ahe marks of por^^y tnd wvdtchediiessy 
called, aad' addressed me; ^^Can you a»|iat toe^^irj^ 
to get empioymenit in wy getitle&an's kittihen, far 
my vi«»Uialis? t hare been a long time siek of tba 
agMd> and fever; am a foreigner^ latdy laaded in this 
city ; .have no olotbes seamly to wear, no money, 
no victuals, no friends or relations, no acquaintance 
here to apply to foirrelief. Can't yo« help me, sir?'* 
My oMurate heart, fed thou for the sorrows of 
thy. poor fellow-mortals! What meritest thou more 
than they? Hast thou duly ecmsid^ed, that what 
than enjeyest morej ia not beoauee thou deaerveat it, 
but through the unmerited mercy of thy God? He 
hath been with thee; He haA kept liieefrom harna, 
•and preserv^ed thee from sickness and want; repine 
not, therefore, at thy lot, but rather be humbled 
under a sense of the abundance thou enjoyert, more 
than thy meritacan claim. 

Wrightstowny 4th mo. 27/A, 1787. 

Having passed the winter under various trials and 
discoura^ments, my prospects, aa to this world, be- 
gan this spring, to assume a more pleasing appear- 
ance. But, paying a visit to my relations in Bucks 
county, I was much importuned to return to my 
nalive place; and considering attentively the forlorn 
situation of schools among them, was, unexpectedly, 
strongly impressed with a sense of duty to serve 
them once more. Thia, being moeh againat my 
nzXwA incUnaUon.and interest as a man, proved a 
very severe trial; bi*t through Divine assistance,*! 
have been enabled to subtt»t to it, and resign all, 
in hopes of gaining that pewe. whieh the world and 
all ito riches oanaet bealow< 
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Thus, after a patnfol round of about a year's ab- 
sence, I am agidn settled at my native plaee. Al- 
though I have passed through some afflietive dispen- 
sations, and be«i, at timesy.-ready to- doubt that I left 
home too much in my own will, yet have to admire 
the goodnes9 of Providence in providing for me du- 
ring the time. 

Rememb^, my soul, that the endeamrl friends 
thou hast procured, and the experience gained, are 
owing to the abundant kindness of the great Parent 
of all good: and now, impressed with a sense of 
duty, thou hast beenobUged to leave all, and u^der 
many discouragements, return to thy former humble 
situation. Oh! therefore, keep in remembrance Him 
who hath called thee; and, deeply sensible of thy 
•inworthiness, be content to deny self, and become 
as nothing, that his will may be done. 

Lord,^take away my own will, and enable me to 
fpllpw theC; as thou shalt require. 

On leaving my valuable friends, doctor C. Moore 
and wife, being apprehensive they misunderstood 
my motive for going into the country, I wrote them 
.he following letter, which was put into their hands 
a few hours after I left them, 

HoNWTREP Frienbs,— This, perhaps, will not 
reach you till I am no more a resider in your dear 
and respected family. Having abundant reason- to 
Jeiieve my resolution of returning into the country, 
has impressed your minds with ideas v«ry unfavour- 
at>le to me, I have Ventured to encroach upon your 
patience, by endeavouring, . if possible, to remove 
them, and in some measure paUiate my conduct 
strange and unreasonable as it, no doabt> appears' 



My iaability to give you, in a pioper Baanner, ver- 
bal reasons for going, leads me to attempt it in this 
way. 

I have frequently obaerrqdj that peraoitSy awaken^ 
ed by the hand of Providence, from a stite of na-* 
ture, and clearly shown the neeeaaity-of liviBg.m^re 
devoted to him, are, through the impatience of a 
creatureiy zeal, most apt to fall into deloaion^ by 
mixing something of self in their religious duties; 
and thus, like S^ul, in preserving the cattle of Ame- 
lek as a sacrifice to the. Lord, please thems^ves 
with performaaces which were never required of 
them, Henc^ I have 4>een firmly >grounded m the 
belief, that many, if not all, those deceptions,^ which 
so often appear am<}ng the religious part of mankind, 
arise from the secret. workings of self. I am per* 
siiaded, the sum and substance of all true religion 
is the total subjection of the creaturely will, and a 
surrender of the affections, to Him who gav« ns be- 
ing, and who, alone, is able to direct us rightly, in 
this world of uricertairity and error* ' 

When through a series of mental sufleriAgs, we 
become, as it were, purified from the secret opera- 
tion? of self; and, through Divine assistance, arrive 
at that condition, represented in Holy Writ, by the 
innocent state trf " little childretn;''—! belieye,.by a 
due attention on the heavenly Monitor within, way 
will clearly open through every embarrassment, to 
which we, as short-sighted, fallible creatures, are of- 
ten subjected. The further we are advanced to- 
wards this desirable state, where self has no more a 
V0iee, the more uniform and beautiful will our con- 
duct appear; and I am fitmly persuaded, the want 
of it occasions the inconsistencies $o observable in 
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the acfioiHi of muikitid. The Wftai^of fhis, perhaps, 
led me first tmm Wrig^slowo, and an ardent de- 
sire of attaining it, is my sole inducement for re- 
tmnring. I hope you wilt believe me, when I seri- 
ously dedtfe an impatienee under the difficulties and 
hardships attending nw fmey — not £i*om an insensi- 
hility of the many fayoors gratefully receired of you, 
since I have had the happiness of being an unworthy 
fesider in yoor famyy. 

In walking alone over the fields, when last in the 
country, and musing, I. can truly say, with pleasure, 
on the flattering prospects before me in tows; — ^to 
return to my native place, was laid upon me, not as 
a pleasing change, but mb a heavy burden^ Extreme- 
ly unwilling to look on this as really required of me, 
I raised, in my mind, many objections against its 
probability, but all to no purpose; the more I re»on- 
ed, the more I found myself bewildered and distress- 
ed. The thoughts of returning were entirely un- 
premeditated; — they intruded themselves upon me; 
— ^were with me wherever I went, till, under strong 
convictions of duty, I yielded to their influence. 

I know there are many delqsions in the world, 
and that weak-minded persons, among whom I have 
often had occasion to rank myself,, are most liable 
to them; yet considering my present cireumslanoes, 
if deceptions arise from the causes above mentioned, 
I have some ground for believing myself under the 
direction of a better spirit than that of error. • All 
my flatteHng prospects, seem terminating in a hu- 
miliating manner. In leaving town, I ^xn exoluding 
myself from preferment, and every pleasing pros- 
pect of personal improvement;-^-^an disapppinting 
the expectations of Friends, and iscurrtng the cen- 
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sure of a silly, whimsical person^ unworthy and in- 
sensible of the fayours bestowed upon him. Feel* 
ing^ still, among all .these discouragements, an in- 
ward support, something, I hope, like an evidence 
of being rijght, — preferment and whatever relates 
thereto, I am made willing to resign: but to disap- 
point the expectations of kind friends, disinterested- 
ly engaged for my good ; and in the place of sympa- 
thy, that balm of human sorrows, to draw upon me 
their anger and aversion, is a trial of so disagreeable 
a nature, that I hope the goodness of Providence 
will ever, hereafter, exempt me from a similar one. 
In ruminating upon the numerous instances of your 
parental kindness to me, since my lot hath been pro- 
videntially cast in your family, — ^the prospect of a se- 
paration, not only local, but which, from its occasion, 
will probably prove mental, and obliterate the tender 
impressions of friendship, affects me too feelingly for 
language to express. Therefore, oppressed with a 
grateful sense of favours, which I have no power to 
reward, and of which I never believed myself meri- 
torious, I lay down my pen; and, with the sincerest 
wishes for the temporal and eternal felicity of your- 
selves, and all yours, conclude this long, and perhaps, 
tedious letter. Your unworthy. 

Jambs Hamton. 

Reflections and Soliloquies. 

4th mo. 29 thy 1787. — ^All nature seems now re- 
animated« The tender buds are shooting into leaves; 
and the snow-white blossoms j&ll the air with a grate- 
ful fragrance, and beautify the rural scene. The 
trees, thickening with the expanding leaves, form a 
cool retreat, and inspire my walks with serious con- 
VoL.I.— 19 
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templation. How beautifiblf how liyiely and flourish- 
in^ doesr every part appear! Seeart thoa not, niy 
80q1, in all this^ a striking resemblance of man? 
How aptly is youth compared to the rising verdure 
of spring! As tiie blooming flowers fade; as the blos- 
soms fall^ so doth frail human nature. As the sea- 
sons pass on, hoary winter arrives, when those gay- 
eties of nature sink under its congealing power: even 
so, my soul, shall the ravages of time reduce thy 
perishable, earthly frame. As the leaves in autumn^ 
deprived of their nutriment, drop, withered, from 
their sprays: so it must surely fall, and mix with its 
parent clay. Read here, t^en, a most necessary 
lesson; and learn, through devotion to tiiy all-^wise 
Creator, to meet without fear, that animal dissolu- 
tion, which none can avoid. 

5th month 1st. — Since my return home, a strong 
desire hath prevailed in me to be wholly resigned 
to divine direction; my frequent petitions to the 
great Parent of good, having been, that he would 
do away all that he found in me, contrary to his ho- 
ly wilL In my walks of retirement, I have some- 
times felt ^^ as a little child;" and a fervent wish has 
arisen in me, that I might stand before him in inno- 
cence and purity. 

Remember, my soul, that when thou hast been 
thus humbly exercjs^^, thou hast clearly seen the 
very great importance of frequently waiting, in true 
mental devotion, on thy God. He alone can rightly 
direct thy steps, and enable thee to overcome those 
numerous infirmities which encompass thee. Oh! 
that thou mayst be passive before Him, as clay in 
the hands of the potter. Oh ^ that thou, as a poor 
dependent creature, mayst look unto him for help 
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and protectioo^ when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up, and when thou goeat on thy way. 

22d. — Through unwatchfuln^s, and thedcprBLTtty 
of say heart, have Axs day been guilty of mii€(h yain, 
unworthy Wiariour. 

Alas! my soul, how often hast thou to llonent thy 
defiled situation! How often, to groan under the 
impression of thy sins,— thy numerous imperfee* 
tions! They cover thee as a garment: — ^they spreiNil 
darkness and sorrow around thee. O my wicked 
heart, when wilt thou be purified from the dross of 
corrupt nature! 

Lord! I have loved thee. I have endeavoured to 
follow thee. Thou alone knowost my conflicts, and 
myweakness* I abhor my self. Oh ! that thou wonldirt 
cleanse me from sin, and stt'engthen me to walk with 
acceptance beforothee. 

6/A mo. 24tk. — ^Have been humbled in retirement 
lo-day, under a lively sense of the great need I have 
of divine assistance, in walking through this world 
of temptation and sorrow. 

Lord, my soul is in suflferitig before thee. May 
it please thee to preserve it from the destroy efr. Oh! 
niay it be encouraged to place all confidence in thee; 
and in the day of trouble, rest under the shadow of 
thy all-saving Arm. 

27th, — Several weaknesses to lament in this day's 
transactions. At meeting negligently employed; — 
my thoughts rovingj and mind unstayed upon the 
tvoe foundation. 

At ft public examination of my school, evinced 
rather an unbecoming solicitude to display my chil* 
dren's literary improvi»ment 



220 7AMES HAMTON^S iTARRATiy];. 

Accepted an inyitation to go into the water to 
bathe. It was, as often heretofore, productive of 
much levity and folly. 

In ruminating upon this unwatchful conduct 
through the day, I have been affected with sorrow; 
and my utter insufficiency to direct my own steps, 
has been movingly set before me. Oh! for divine 
assistance, to relieve from the oppressing burden of 
sin. 

Pathetic Exclamations. 

7th mo. 29th — My way is narrow; — my path is 
slippery. How doth the enemy rejoice! How doth 
the devourer triumph over me 1 

My soul is as water poured forth ! In bitterness 
of hearty I mourned; in sorrow and distress, I cried 
out, ^^My leanness, my leanness! woe is me!'^ 

How long, Lord! how long shall the enemy 
prevail! How long, till thou arise to the help of the 
needy! 

My sins have defiled me; — my weakness hath co- 
vered me as a cloud, — as a thick cloud of darkness! 

O Lord, I have said, ^'Thou art my God, in thee 
will I put my trust." 

^< As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so 
doth my soul for thee." Oh! that thou wouldst 
cleanse me from the defilements of iniquity ! ^^ Purge 
me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and 
I shall be whiter than snow."- 

9th mo. 4M.^-This day, at monthly meeting, 
we were favoured with the acceptable^ company of 
Charity Cook and Rebecca Finchejl, ministering 
Friends from South Carolina. 

They were favoured, in their public testimonies, 
with a degree of animating life and power. The 
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youth were eBnetitij iMtcomaged to pre» f onrard, 
thrdugh tiie many diffieultieff atteniktnt oti hamm 
life, Tbey were ^dmeciiehed, not be anxious in tfae 
pursuit of riches; but ^^ baring food and raimealy 
therewith to be centent;" having the pleasures and 
honours of this world tarnished in their sight 

Havings for some time past, laboured under a 
painful sense of inWard poverty and weakness, it 
proved to me a season of instructive encouragemei^t. 

The goodness of God, in thus qualifying his ser- 
vants, and sending them forth to water and revive 
the drooping plants, appeared to me to call loudly for 
our grateful acknowledgments. I feel very desirous, 
for myself, that the instruction received may not be 
as seed cast upon the stony ground. 

lOM mo. 4th.— As I walked in the fields, Ais 
evening, in a thoughtful frame, the life of mip seem- 
ed aptly compared to a shadow, which is ever pass- 
ing away, and leaves no vestiges behind it Suns 
rise and set in perpetual succession, and silently 
measure out the life of man. By reason of many 
perplexities, which we meet with, on our passage; 
by reason of much business, and a variety of vain 
pursuits after delusive pleasures, our days, unnum- 
bered pass away, and we hourly advance, as with 
eyes closed, and hearts unawakened, towards the 
unchangeable end. 

As I pondered over this serious reflection,' it led 
me into a close examination of myself; how, and to 
Vhat purpose, my days were passing. M^ these 
important reflections engage my attention at the 

close of every day. 

Retired from the world and all its engagements, 
the silence of evening invites to meditation, and the 
19* 



M2 JAMXs hamton's narbative. 

recollected soul hears with certainty, the still small 
voice of the Divine Monitor within. thou, whose 
days are passing as the shadow^ listen attentively to 
this instructive principle: 

'^ Consciencei distasteful truths may tell. 
Yet mark her sacred lessons welU^ 

Among other errors of the past day, find myself 
not quite clear of that shameful one, detraction; or 
an undue liberty taken in conversation, with the cha- 
racter of a neighbour. I see the importance of har- 
mony in society, and the evil consequences which 
my unguarded behaviour may have upon it; and 
therefore, under strong convictions, earnestly beg, 
that my God may be pleased hereafter, to preserve 
me from every tincture of this sin. 

\lth, — Passed the fore part of this day in a com- 
fortable degree of regularity and watchfulness; but 
the evening, in undue indulgence of levity. Have 
often been a£fected with sorrow,, on observing its 
prevalence in the world; and though many indulge 
ill it, I believe it to be an error of very perni- 
cious consequence. My proneness to fall under the 
dominion of this light, jesting spirit, has often, as 
well as at this time, cost me many bitter reflections. 
Alas! how often have I been weakened by it! How 
' oft has it spread over me, and effaced every serious 
impression, leaving the soul impotent and exposed 
to the evil suggestions of the grand adversary! 

My soul, mayst thou ever remember its baneful 
influence; and, by daily watchfulness, strive to over- 
come thy propensity to it 

Lord, my expectations are centred in thee! Thou 
alone canst enable me to surmount every evil bias. 
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A DIARY, 
Begun 1st month I sty 1788. 

My mind hath often been seriously affected, oh 
reflecting, that time is ever silently on the wing, 
and age insensibly steals upon me. Year after year 
passeth over, too much unnoticed, and silently mea- 
sures out the time of my continuance here. 

As I have considered these things, and remember- 
ed the important change, either to happiness or mi- 
sery, which awaits every mortal, I have been anxious- 
ly desirous, that my time may not be mispent In 
order that I may foe stimulated in a more ardent en- 
gagement, to live a life of piety and virtue, this 
work is undertaken. May Providence bless my 
feehle endeavours, for without his assistance, all our 
labours are in vain. 

1^^ mo. 1st. — Passed through this day with some 
degree of regularity; but a more watchful frame of 
mind was necessary. Have wanted patience this 
evening, and felt the prevalence of a peevish dispo- 
sition, — that enemy to social life. 

2d. — Mentally poor. Erred through unwatchful- 
ness in the morning. At meeting, sat poor and dis- 
tressed. In the afternoon, the trustees visited my 
school; my conduct not sufSciently sober. Too un- 
guarded in discourse with a young man who called 
to see me in the evening. 

Sd. — Felt my mind impressed with a sense of Di- 
vine goodness this morning, when I arose. At noon, 
took a game or two of hand-ball with the boys, at 
which I was full of laughter and folly. How oft 
does my evening close with a cloud! 
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4/A. — Mental faculties oppressed through the la- 
bours of a full school^ whence induced to repeat yes- 
terday's folly, and the afternoon passed in bitterness 
of mind: — a fit reward for breach of duty. 

^h.-^Mort r^ular to-day. Mentally poor. 

6M.-^At Bieetingy a time of favour; though to me 
less so for want of more patience in waiting. 

7M.-^Conduct too unsteady. 

8th. — ^A season of favour at monthly meetings 
wherein the desponding traveller was much encou- 
raged. 

9M.-**Not suflkiently watchful. 

10/A.-^A gai|i6 of ball at noon; lost ground by 
unwjitchfulness. 

1 Uh. — Comfortably regular through the day, but 
too much levity in the evening. 

19/A.~The folly of the 10th repeated. In retire- 
menty this evening, am anxiously desirous that my 
days may be spent with more circumspection. 

ldM.^-*-Exercised at meeting, under a deep aM9e 
of my numerous infirmities; my fervent prayers are 
for amendment 

14M. — A day of folly and unguarded conduct. 

15M. — More circumspect 

1 6/A. — At meeting, greatly exercised on account 
of my many imperfections; particularly a proneness 
to laughing, and levity in discourse. 
• 17f A. —Preserved in a watchAil frame of mind, 
for which favour am humbly thankfiil. 

iBih. — Relapsed :-^a game of ball, attended with 
uttseemly mirth. Alas! unworthy itie! 

19M. — Felt very desirous this morning, of spend- 
ing the day in watchful sdtH^iety; but through a la- 
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mentable degree of weakness, was led to repeat yes- 
terday's folly at ball. The day closed in vanity. 

20th. — Afflicted with a pain in my back. At 
meeting, a low, painful time;— enabled to wait in a 
comfortable degree of patience; — returned home 
with peace of mind/ and spent the afternoon in re- 
tirement. V 

2\st, — Still unwell. Too un watchful in some re- 
spects. 

22d, — Health improved. The day passed in a 
good degree of regularity; — ^though I believe more 
steadiness in conduct to be necessary. 

2^d. — At meeting, humbled under a sense of my 
weaknesses; but through an unmerited extension of 
Divine favour, left the meeting in a solid, comfort- 
able frame. Too unguaf*d^ .in conversation in the 
evening. 

24M. — Felt my mind calm and retired, this fore- 
noon i but through unwatehfuhi6SS,1xave grossiy^err^ 
ed on several occasions; and- have to close the day 
under a sorrowful sense thereof. Lord, I am op- 
pressed; I am as one bruised all the day long! 

25th. — ^This day better spent; but not well enough. 

21th. — Uncommonly distressed in mind at meet- 
ing, on account of the prevalence of a restless spirit, 
and a forgetfulness of God among us. 

28M. — Irregular and vain. 

29th. — Comfortably regular; — ^for which preser- 
vation, am thankful. 

30/A. — Mind remarkably humbled, and preserved 
in a patient, waiting frame. 

31^/. — A return of weakness, — a game of ball. 

2d mo. 1st. — Preserved from folly and vanity? 
for which am humbly thankful. 
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iScif.— Sotor in the morning; but in some part of 
the dayy unguarded^ to mj aorro^iv. 

dtf,-«-i{aye been ruminating on the irregularity of 
my lifei with anxious desires for amendment. 

4M.— X)omfort^bly circumspect in conduct. 

5th. — At monthly meeting; Abraham (Gibbons at« 
tended, and expressed a desire in his ministry, that 
we might become experimentaily. acquainted with 
the nature of trvie religion; the want of which is too 
evident 

6/A. — ^Mentally poor; — ^preserved in a good de- 
gree of watchfulj;iess; for which favour, am thankful. 

7/A* — Much as yesterday. 

9/A.7nrP^irOtts of living the life of the righteous. 
Laboured for an increase of cijpeui»spection« 

^10M.--« Yesterday's desire still in view. A con^ 
flicting time at meeting. Spent the afternoon in re-^ 
tirement 

lUJLr^A game of ball, attended with aoue and 
folly. Thoughtful this evening, and anxiously de- 
sirous that I aa^ no more err in this manner. Lord I 
when wilt thou deliver my op{Mressed soul? 

ia/A«— *4^mfortably regular; being much engaged 
to keep ift watchfulness.. 

ISM.— At meeting! made aeasible that there is 
no way of overcoming my many infirmitios, but by 
a patient abiding in a state of watefafulBess. 

14/A^»»Poor ia mind. Rather unguarded in eon- 
duct 

t3lA»«->Weak and irmgalar. Tke sun loae to me 
in darkness, and set in sorrow. 

l$M.^---MiBd in darkness; very mueh denied the 
comfortable sense of Amne regard: — a JQst puBish- 
ment for disobedience. 



nth. — A time of deep exercise at meeting. Was 
very earnest before the most hoFy Creator, that I 
may experience my wea&nesses sanctified onto tfie, 
and have my garments^ cfeansed from the dust of the 
earth. 

18M, 19M.— Regular. 

20th. — At meeting, not engaged' with tliat ealp^ 
nestness of mind i/v:hiGh obtains a blessing. 

21sf, 22d. — ^Too indolent in all respects. 

f^d. — ^Erred much through un watchfulness. 

24th. — A day of religious labour. Industriously 
employed at meeting, to get down to the place where 
true prayer is wont to be made. Very importunate 
for strength, to walk more circumspectfy through 
time. 

25th. — ^Not duly watchful. 

28th. — At Quarterly meeting. Busiiress conduct- 
ed in much harmony. I thought we were favoured 
with a degree of Divine attention', and was thankful. 

29th. — Dropped incautiously some words at a 
neighbour's, which carried too much the appearance 
of envy. Oh ! be careful herein ! 

3d mo. 1st. — ^In a dispute among my chiidt*etr, I 
was exercised to preserve harmony among them. 

Heard this eremug, of the indisposition of an el- 
derly Friend in the neighbourhood, who has; of 
late, appeared mtrtfh engaged in the pursuit of riches'. 

Soliloquy. ^ My soul ! as this person is scarcely 
expected to recover, Ifet a' rejection on the manner 
in which he has spent his time, and hrs removaifVom 
works to rewards; be a )lolemn warning to thee. Gh ! 
be earnest, wisely ta improve from the sad case be- 
fore thee, and sufier nothing' to deter thee from k 
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timiely preparation for the ttvUy awful change, which 
awaiteth every mortal t 

2d. — At meeting, very earnest in labour for true 
silence of mind, that I might be in the way to re- 
ceive ft renewal of strength. 

SiL — ^A day of weakness. A game of ball. The 
afternooa was spent in bitterness of mind, as a re- 
ward. 

4th. — Mind, early this morning, turned towards 
the great Author of all good. At monthly meeting, 
to me a time of instruction. Much salutary counsel 
to discourage vain talking, and an itching desire to 
hear and tell newf . 

5thy 6th* — Imprudence and unwatchfulness too 
prevalent 

7th. — Comfortably circumspect. 

6th* — A game of ball, with noise and levity. O 
unworthy me ! 

9th. — Spent at meeting, and in retirement 

10/A. — ^More watchfulness wanting. 

nth. — ^At a funeral, and a dull meeting after it. 

I2th. — At meeting, pined under a sense of the 
prevalence of a lukewarm disposition. 

I3th* — Be more circumspect in thy conduct. 

I4th. — Rose this morning thoughtful, and fully 
intent on spending the day in sobriety; but was 
through shameful weakness, prevailed upon to be 
very rude and vain with the boys at noon. 

I5th. — Repeated yesterday ^s folly. 

16/A. — Dull, low, afflicted in mind. 

17 th. — Some improvement in conduct. 

18th. — After much conflict of mind — another 
game of ball ! Feel strong conviction for my levity 
of behaviour, with anxious prayers for an increase 



MMEs ha^tok's dia&t. 229 

of strength. Oh ! tjiat my soul could walk in inno- 
cence! 

l9tA, 2Qth. — ^Indififerency prevalent. 

21*/, 22rf.— Rode to town, with an intent to at- 
tend Spring meeting. 

23d. — At three meetings. . Through an unmerit- 
ed extension of Divine regard, the poor traveller, 
though dejected under a recollection of his multi- 
plied infirmities, was favoured with a renewal of 
faith. ''My grace is sufficient for thee.*' He was 
tenderly and earnestly pressed to persevere in the 
arduous path towards peace. my soul! attend 
thou. 

24th. — A good time at meeting, in the morning. 
Lodge with my dear friends, doctor Moore and wife, 
by whom am very kindly entertained, 

25th, — Passed in the agreeable company of my 
friends in town. 

26th. — Visited a young man in his school of girls. 
Was much pleased with their behaviour, and have 
much unity with this Friend in his undertaking. 

21th. — Read a religious author, and visited ano- 
ther Friend in his school. Spent the afternoon and 
evening, very agreeably, with the above mentioned 
young man. Have some thoughts of joining him 
in the teaching business in Philadelphia. Feel a 
wish to do It, but desire to submit to what may ap^ 
pear to be the Divine, will. 

2^th — A dull meeting. Exercised on the pro- 
posal of removing to town. 

29th. — Took a tender leave of the Friends with 
whom I lodged, and returned home, under the dis- 
couraging prospect of a low, humble situation in 
the country; feeling no mental liberty to change 
Vol. I.— 20 
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it for one, much more pleasing and lucrative in 
town. 

30M, Slst. — Mind low and depressed; but pre- 
served in patience, and, I hope, strengthening in 
resignation. Lord, remember me for good ! 

4ih mo. 1st. — ^Spoke in a manner too expressive 
ef detraction. 

2d. — Industriously engaged at meeting, to experi- 
ence a state of resignation. Mentally poor. 

Sd, 5th. — Mind low; but preserved in quietude. 

6th. -—At meeting, engaged to keep out a roving, 
unsettled state of mind. The afternoon and evening, 
in retirement 

fth. — Too inactive in body and mind. 

8M. — At monthly meeting; some spiritual strength 
and encouragement vouchsafed. Man's wisdom too 
prevalent in the meeting for business. 

9th. — This day almost a blank. 

lOth. — Humbled under my discouraging pros- 
pects in the world. Favoured in a meditative walk 
in the fields, with a renewal of faith in God. 

llth. — Peevishness, and levity in discourse and 
behaviour, my ruling sins. Oh ! may I daily seek 
for an increase of stability ! 

13/A. — After some painful conflicts of mind, fa- 
voured with quieiiide and resignation. A contem- 
plative walk in the ^ening. 

14M, 15th.- — ^Took some trouble in providing 
means for schooling several poor children in the 
neighbourhood,, in which succeeded, and have great 
peace. 

O my soul, forget not the poor. <<He that giveth 
to the poor, lendeth to the Lord.'' 

1I5M. — ^Thoug^tful at meeting, on account of 
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schools. Troubled this evening with a painful swell- 
ing in my mouth and throat A needful call to 
temperance, 

17/A._Indolent. 18/A.— Too free in discourse 
with the character of a neighbour: — ^this is also one 
of my ruling sins. Rq>ented deeply for my folly. 
Oh ! that it may not be laid to my charge. Lord, I 
will endeavour to amend. 

19/A. — Passed in too much folly and laughter. In 
an evening walk, saw the impropriety and sinful* 
ness of it, and ardently craved Divine assistance to 
amend. 

2oM.-rrCould not get to meeting. Rather peevish. 

2ist. — Proceeded to a great length in folly, for 
want of sufficiently guarding against the first appear- 
ance of evil ! J-iord, enable me, I humbly beseech 
thee, to overcome these vices. 

22d. — ^Laughable; weak and vain in conduct and 
.conversation. 

23d.— A dull time at meeting. Distressed in 
mind this evening, on account of the disposition of 
some in the neighbourhood, to carry tales, and 
spread evil, uncharitable reports, one of another. 

My soul ! thou wast to-day tinctured a little with 
this vice. Beware of it Shun it as a most deadly 
poison. Lord, help ! 

24/A. — Levity predominant Resisted not the 
first appearance of evil, and was greatly wounded 
thereby. my vile heart ! Lord, pardon and spare ! 

2Sth. — Not quite. clear of that vile sin, detrac- 
tion. 

Detraction^ peevishness^ and vain Jesting , and 
laughter, still too prevalent, and my ruling sins. 
86M1 — ^Not sufficiently circumspect 
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21th. — A laborious meeting. In company in the 
afternoon; discourse not duly seSisoned with charity. 

2Sth. — Exercised on account of my proneness to 
speak too unguardedly of my neighbours. Rather 
light in conduct. •^ 

30M. — At meeting. A remarkable visitation to 
the aged, through an instrument. My mind too 
'Unsettled to receive profitable instruction. 

5th mo. Istf Sd. — Preserved from vanity and fol- 
ly. Be watchful. 

4th. — A drowsy spirit painfully prevalent at 
meeting; the afternoon in retirement. 

5th. — Mind low; scarcely clear o£ peevishness. 

6th. — A sweet evening walk. Favoured to expe- 
rience my own will measurably subjected; and to 
feel a comfortable renewal of faith to trust in God, 
under every dispensation, how humbling soever. 

7th. — A selfish, malicious spirit making its ap- 
pearance, by detraction and spreading evil reports. 
Remember the earnest caution of the 23d of last 
month. 

t 

8th. — Some small victory over a peevish spirit. 
Thank God ! 

9M, lOM. — Indolent, somewhat peevish. 

11 M. — After some mental labour, a sweet meet- 
ing; in which Divine love flowed as a healing stream 
to the poor weak soul. The necessity of bearing the 
cross was laid before me, and nature made willing 
to submit to it. 

I2thf ISth. — ^Beware of self in charity. Preserv- 
ed chaste. 

O lovely Innocence^ how sweet art thou! The 

. spirit of holy Jesus will dwell with those in whom 

thou art found ! Mayst thou ever be my eompanion ! 
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Lard, favour me more and more with this sweet tn- 
maief 

14M, 16th. — ^Poverty of spirit prevalent. A eall 
to more ardent labour in my school; a close ttial t» 
nature, but submitted to. Thanks to God. 

17/A. — Rather peevish among my children. In 
the depths of j>overty, remembered my heavenly 
Father, and was comforted. Soul, leam gratitiKte 
in all situations. 

18 fh. — At meeting; after a time of paiofol exer-- 
cise,'' a precious illumination respecting ^e new 
birth; the mystery of the "ftiUer's soap,'* and "re* 
finer's fire/' most clearly opened to my understand- 
ing. The seed of life in me appeared as a small 
lump of precious metal among much droM; and 
through the powerful extendings of Divine love, 
I was made willii^g to pass through the furnace, in 
order for my necessary purification. 

In the afternoon, in company; a painful returft of 
my oldf complaint, — laughable— vain. the dross ! 

l^tk, 20th* — Desirous of exercising patience in 
my arduous employment, and of setting my sclK^ars 
a good example. 

ftUt, 29d, — ^Mind impressed, in an evenmg walk, 
with tlMs aeeessvty of striving to attain a more watch^ 
ful state. 

3Srf; 34#A. — ^Lttkewarm.— 25M. — A low, labori- 
ous^ meetkig. Iw compariy in the afternoon; com*- 
fortaftly rtrodmspeet in conduct. 

2etki — ^BxtornaBy regttlai'; bat indolence fl^ mind 
» prevftlent, as* t» deprive ol the deMtaMe ** Well 

flfo?iC.'' 

»WJfe^-8offle comftnrtMiMe impKivemeirt. In con- 
ftmasttg to wfaati lielieve* m inwanf Jiitfaratiow of 

ao* 
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duty, self was mojrtified. In company with a young 
man, with whom I had formerly spent much time 
in folly; secretly prayed that I might example him 
in sobriety. Favoured to leave him with a thankful 
heart 

28th, — ^This morning, as I walked to school, my 
mind centred in a humble sweet frame before God ; 
but to remove all occasion of boasting, was after- 
wards visited with a "thorn in the flesh;" too vain 
in conduct among my children. 

29th. — ^Provoked at a mere trifle, and was too 
unguarded in my foolish anger. 

30M.-— Yesterday and to-day, at Quarterljr and 
Youth's jneeting; lukewarmness and a spirit of un- 
belief complained of, and closely spoken to in seve- 
ral testimonies. 

31*^. — Unintentionally ofiended my father, who 
reproved me with severity. Alas ! for my vile 
heart ! Lord, I am oppressed ! 

6th mo. 1st. — At meeting, closely exercised on 
many accounts. All must be resigned to purchase 
peace. In retirement in the afternoon, much 
abased. 

2d. — A visible remnant of old nature; in discourse 
with a young man, was full of impertinent jests and 
romances. 

3d. — At meeting, favoured with a comfortable 
ien»e of Divine love. Was preserved in sobriety 
in the company of several libertine youths. Lord, 
I thank thee for the extension of this kind aid. 

4th. — ^M uch exercised in my school. Labour thou 
for an increase of patience. 

5th. — Qircumspect in conduct God be praised ! 

6th. — ^Tried with poverty of spirit I believe 
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more patience and steadiness were wanting. A sweet 
evening walk. 
. 7th, — Tasted forbidden fruit, to my sorrow. 

Sih. — ^A low, dull meeting. Peevish. In dis- 
course with a man of morality, fully experienced 
the usefulness of our Lord's direction, "Be ye wise 
as serpents, and harmless as doves/' 

9th, — Poor. Exercised deeply among my chil- 
dren, and felt the great necessity of Divine assist- 
ance. Retired in the evening, to my chamber, to 
wait on my heavenly Master, and was favoured with 
a renewal of animation. His name be praised. 

lOM. — Laboriously engaged in my business. As 
to religion, too lukewarm. More patience wanting. 
Xlth. — A dull, paipful meeting; but ended well. 
12M, I4th, — ^Too inanimate in religious concern. 
15th, — A painful time at meeting. Had company; 
too much levity on ray part. Oh! for more circum- 
spection and religious fervour. 

I6th. — A. spell of play with, the boys. Often 
heretofore induced to this, through a sensible want 
of corporal exercise; but always feel a strong con- 
viction for it; and find, that even health, the most 
valuable of all outward blessings, is not to be pur- 
chased at the expense of the least virtue. 

nth — Comforted under a renewed sense of Di- 
vine love. 

ISth, — ^Laboured through a heavy meeting. 
19/^. — ^Felt myself weak, and surrounded with 
many temptations; but have been mercifully pre- 
served. Be thou thankful! 

20ih. — Perversely peevish this morning. Dull 
and dwarfish through the day. Oh! my poverty! 
Lord, forget me not Pardon my weakness. 
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2lsL — ^Tempted r-'^^^veFco me. SimMr, repe&t. 

22d. — ^Barren at meeting. An eveniag walk^ 
wherein my many imperfections were set in order 
before me, which produced earnest desires for a 
renovation of heart. Lord, help my feeble en* 

deavourSk 

23£^^^Boasted of upright conduct Alas ! how 

preposterous this! One present reproved me very 

pertinently in saying, ^'Let him that thinketb he 

standeth take heed lest he fall.^^ 

24th. — ^Much exercised in my business. An in- 
crease of patience and tenderness wanting. Retired 
to my chamber in the evening, and besought the 
Lord for assistance. - ^ - > 

25 fh, — ^A poor heavy meeting. 

26ik. — ^Favoured to resists temptation to vanity. 

Reflections^ 

On hearing of the ill conduct of some among us, 
have felt my mind deeply affected. Manjr vanities 
and follies are prevalent in the land, and true religi- 
ous animation greatly wanting. Levity and disstpa- 
tion spread widely among the pec^le; and very few 
of us are properly concerned to work out our souFs 
salvation, with "y«w and /remdimgr/' Under a 
sense of this depravity of manners, ahd of my own 
weakness and propensity to evil, I have been abased 
this evening. 

Abba, Father! visit thy poor oppressed seed: 
raise it into dominion, if it be thy holy will^ and 
cause to abate this overflowing of iniquity* 

27thy 2Wh. — A sorrowful lapse into vanity and 
folly, inr several instances. Greasy distressed tim 
evenings under a sense of my extreme Qftworthmesff^ 
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and of some abasing dispensations, lately portioned 
to me. Lord, preserve, me throagh the furnace. 

29th. — A day of impotence and drought In 
company, myself the foremost in folly. my wick- 
ed heart ! 

30th. — Under a merited depression. 

7th mo. 1st. — Regular. As to religion, luke* 
warm. 

2d. — A very dull meeting. Alas! how great is 
our want of religious animation! 

3d. — Great stirrings in the political world. Saw 
the unquiet situation of those who have their life 
therein, and felt very desirous to be disunited from 
their spirit 

4th. — Heavenly oourishment much withdrawn. 
More steadiness necessary. Lord, help. 

5th. — Abased under discouragements. 

6th. — A poor, drowsy meeting. O my soul! thou 
art poor. 

7M.*— Preserved in a good degree of patience. 

Sth. — At monthly meeting. A time of deep 
abasement to me, under a sense of the depravity of 
my heart, and love of unlawful gratifications. 

In looking over my Diary for the last month, 
find a sorrowful picture of my irregularity. Am, 
at times, peevish, — unwatchful and vain, — ^luke- 
warm, — ^uncharitable in discourse, — deficient in pa- 
tience and tenderness in my school. 

Oh! how moving is the review! My expectations. 
Lord, are centred in thee alone. Oh! that thou 
wouldst sanctify my life; and cleanse me of those 
corrupt propensities. 

9th. — Comfortably innocent 



238 JAMJES hamtom's diast. 

10/A. — ^Took some pains to pay a tradesman's bill 
when due; peace, the reward for so doing. 

llthy 12M. — Labouring among the hay. Unuped 
to heat and exposure; my animal spirits have been 
much oppressed, and mind not so calm as it should 
hare been. 

ISM. — In meeting and out of meeting, a day of 
mental drought _ 

14/A. — More of the christian spirit wanting in my 
arduous employment. Be cautious in thy discourse. 

Sensible of my many failings; walked into the 
fields in the evening, and earnestly petitioned for 
more strength and religious fervour. 

1 5th. — In discourse with a person, laughed inde- 
cently. 

I6th. — At meeting, a precious illumination. As 
I sat, poor and exercised, Divine love shone sudden- 
ly in my benighted heart, and filled it with a sweet 
song of praise. Favoured here with an indubitable 
evidence, that the Lord our God, is a living Grod; 
and that we are not following cunningly devised fa- 
bles, but the pure eternal substance. I thank G^od 
for his unspeakable mercy to me, an unworthy crea- 
ture. 

17M, ISM. — Mentally poor. Conversation not 
duly seasoned with sobriety. Labour for spiritual 
food. 

19M. — -In discourse with an artful politician, was 
deceived by the mock appearance of friendship, and 
erred grossly in conversation, by divulging some 
things to my own disadvantage, and probably to the 
injury of the cause of righteousness, 

20th. — At two meetings; much afflicted in both: 
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my unwatchfalness and folly having occasioned the 
furnace to he unusually heated. 

2lst' — ^In the cross to nature, submitted to what I 
believed a Divine requiring. 

Unknown to the world, heavenly Father, is thy 
sweet reward. O preserve me ! 

22d. — Lukewarm. Dined in temperately. Walk- 
ed out in the evening, and craved a renewal of 
strength and animation. Lord, quicken me. 

2Sd. — ^At meeting, a laborious time. A niore 
fervent engagement of mind necessary on my part 

Exercised this afternoon, on remembering some 
instances of speaking with too much freedom of my 
neighbours. Lord, grant me, I pray thee, more 
circumspection herein. 

24M, 25th. — In discourse with a person, not alto- 
gether charitable in hinting at the bad principles of a 
family in the neighbourhood. my soul, be cautious. 

2 6 M.-— Detained in discourse with a person, whom 
I have had reasons to think deisHcaL Have felt my 
mind cloudy since, and believe a more evident dis- 
play of charity was wanting on my part. Oh! how 
necessary is watchfulness! 

2^th. — Mind in darkness. A very dull mcefting,&c. 

28M. — ^Poor, and rather lukewarm. 

29th. — ^Too talkative and unsteady in conduct. 

30/A. — An instance of churlishness. 

^Ist — ^At General meeting. To me a season of 

labour. 

8M mo. Ut. — ^At our Youth's meeting. Was ap- 
prehensive the meeting suffered loss for want of more 
quietude and patient waiting. 

On a review of my Diary, find I am uncharitable 
in discourse. A monstrous crime! 
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Vain and unwatchfal in conversation. 

Sometimes under a hard peevish spirit Luke* 
warm. 

Alas! my soul, how bruised thou art! Lord, thou 
alone art the physician to whom I look for help. 

2cL — ^In company of a relation from Wilmington. 

So^-— At meeting; — a remarkable visitation to the 
youth, through the ministry of John Simpson. 

4M. — Indisposed with a sore throat, pain in my 
heady &c. a needful memento, how great a blessing 
health is. Remember this, and be thankful that 
thou hast been favoured with it so highly. 

5th. — ^At monthly meeting; business managed too 
much in man's will. I was poor. Lord, remember me. 

6th. — ^A precious season in private meditation, 
last evening; on which have, to-day, learned over 
again, a former lesson: ^^Yesterday's experience pre- 
serves not from the dominion of present temptation." 
Wouldst thou be safe? Labour at all times to contir 
nue in a steady^ watchful frame of mind. 

Sobriety and charity wanting in discourse. 

7th. — ^Much exercised in a full school. Craved 
Divine assistance, and was, for the most ^art, pre- 
served in patience and sobriety. 

8/A. — An ill example to my children, in laughing 
loudly at a trifling circumstance which happened in 
their play at noon. Oh! for more sobriety. 

9th, — Mentally poor. Too laughable this evening. 

lOth. — ^At meeting; an evident want of religious 

animation among us, was occasion of mourning to 

me. Company in the afternoon, in which, as usual, 

I was toa full of laugh and talk. 

IIM, 12M. ^-Preserved in a good degree of pa- 
tience. 
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13/A.; — At meeting, confirmed in the belief, that 
those who wait upon God in patience and true- hu- 
mility, will be favoured with a portion of his ani- 
mating love. 

14th, 15M.— A spell of play with the boys. It 
was not attended with much rudeness; but have not 
peace in remembering it, and greatly, desire I may 
be enabled finally to relinquish the practice^ 

16th, — ^Much deprived of the sensible experience 
of Divine love; owing, perhaps, to a want of reli- 
gious ardour. soul, sufifer nothing to hide from 
thee thy true interest. 

nth. — A dull meeting. Afternoon in retirement. 

18M. -^Spiritual poverty prevalent. 

Soliloquy. — My soul, though thou art poor, and 
much stripped of Divine comfort, yet faint not, but 
labour for a renewal of faith and patience. It is, no 
doubt, for thy good, that thou art thus left alone; 
strive, therefore, to be still and resigned, and watch. 

\^th, — In an evening retirement, favoured with 
a renewal of strength. 

20M, 21*/, 22fl?. — Poor, and weak in mind and 
body, from indisposition. 

23^/. — Rather unsavoury in discourse. Oh! for a 
more steady animated concern of mind! How dull! 
How dwarfish I am! 

24th. — Comforted at meeting with a glimpse of 
the good Master's presence, after a time of fasting 
and drought. Afternoon in retirement. 

25th. — Laboured to continue in patience and 

watching. 

26M.— More tenderness is necessary in my school. 
O my soul, be engaged to dwell deep. 
Vol. I.— 21 
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27th. — ^Heard this erenii^ of the strange, timo- 
rous conduct of a person in the neighbourhood, who 
is reputed an atheist. If more than usually indispo- 
sed, he is ready to faint with fear; — is particularly 
troublesome to those about him, in the night; and is 
almost distracted with terror, H* it happens then to 
thunder and lighten. 

SoHloquy. — My soul, reflect on this, and see how 
much thou owest to kind Providence, for the many 
gracious ilhiminrations he hath favoured thee with. 

S8M. — Under some doubts about the manner of 
going to Quarterly meeting. An humbling way was 
proposed ;-^in a farmer's old clumsy wagon. Vain 
nature abhorred the idea, and the feasoner got the 
ascendency. Borrowed a neighbour's beast, and 
rode thereon. Many une^tpected inconveniences 
painfully attended the journey, and the *^still small 
Toice*' repeatedly whi^ered, with conviction, that 
'^obedience is better than sacrifice." 

89M. — At Youth's meeting; — ^a* Friend was large- 
ly opened in his ministry. The way to true hap- 
piness lies 'through the cross; and the victory is to 
be obtained through a patient animated perseverance 
thereiii. 

$OM.-*-Comfortably regular. 

3U/.— A favoured meeting. The word went 
forth with power against the lukewarm, the hypo- 
tritieal,^ and those who, halting, as it were, between 
two opinions, pass their lives away without expe- 
riencing a change of heart 

9/A mo. Ut—An evident instance of the depra- 
vity of my heart, in a game of biUl with the boys. 

2rf.— Monthly meeting, to me a time of poverty 
and abascfment 
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Lukewafmnessy levj^y, and light unsavoury dis- 
course; my chief complaints last month. Oh! for 
more strength and steadiness! 

3rf. — Patience much exercised in my school- Con- 
cerned to experience a more ardent engagement to 
press heaven-ward. 

4th, — ^Nearly fifty children to take care of to-day. 
— Preserved comfortably steady, labouring for pa- 
tience, and a faithful discharge of duty among them. 
5th. — Alas! for this day's experience: that "when 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and sin, 
when it is finished, bringetJi forth death.'' 
A ^me of ball, though certain it was evil. 
Oh ! my frailty ! Lord, wilt thou altogetiier for- 
sake me? Oh! pardon my follies. 

6f4. — Concerned to dwell in watchfulness. 
7ih. — A rainy day. Small, dull meeting. Found 
it very hard labour to centre into stillness. Oh! how 
unconcerned! how inanimate did the assembly ap- 
pear! My soul, be aroused. 

9M, 10/A. — ^Mind in a poor veiled situation. Pre- 
served from a temptation to folly; the Lord be 
thanked. Some encouragement at a week-day meet- 
ing. 

llM, 12 th. — Patience much exercised In my 
school; under a low barren state of mind. A vain, 
contemptible example to my children, in a game 
of ball. Oh ! my frailty ! my impotence ! Lord, 
what shall I say? how shall I come before thee with 
acc^tance? Oh ! for more strength. 

IBth. — Humbled under poverty of soul. 
14/ A. —Rode to Buckingham meeting with a cou- 
sin. Exercised' there, under a sense o£ my great 
weaknest and unwordiiness. 



1 
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Mem, — In this tour, too talkative, and indiscreet- 
ly communicative. 

15M. — ^Rather sour among my children; but felt 
that I loved them. Concerned to be found watching. 

16M. — ^Endeavoured in the cross to nature, to 
perform my duty, and have peace therein. 

17M. — ^A sweet comfortable season at meeting, in 
which the great Shepherd^s love to my soul appear- 
ed very great, and justly to demand my all in re- 
turn. May it be given ! 

18M. — Patience much exhausted in my school. 
Laboured to keep in the quiet, and feel deeply 
humbled this evening, under a sense of the difficul- 
ties attending me through life. Lord, grant me an 
increase of resignation and patience. 

1 9M, 20th, — Wanting in attention to the Divine 
sense within; — and thus found unable to resist a 
temptation to vanity. 

2\st, — ^After some wrestling, a comfortable sea- 
son at meeting. The afternoon well spent. 

22dy 24th, — At meeting, earnestly desirous to ex- 
perience my own will subjected; and through Di- 
vine assistance, submitted to what I believe is re- 
quired of me, though much in the cross to nature. 
The Lord be thanked. 

25thy 26th. — Poor in mind, and rather morose. 

27 1 h. — ^At a meeting of a public library company. 
Conduct on the whole, rather unguarded and indis- 
creet. 

28M,— The public Friends and some others, gone 
to Yearly Meeting; yet our great Master was not 
unmindful of us who "remained by the stuff.*' I 
was favoured with a sweet time at meeting, being 
in a lively manner made sensible of the love of God 
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to his creature man, and particularly of his many 
gracious visitations to my soul. 

29th. — ^Foolishly fretterf at a mere trifling disap* 
pointment, and spoke irreverently to my mother. 
Ah ! thou weak and perverse servant 

dOM. — ^Felt the enemy's secret operations, in 
vain, evil thoughts. Comforted under a sense of 
Divine support. 

10/A mo, 1st. — A poor duH meeting. 

Have been frequently very vain in playing ball, 
during last month. Also much afSicted with a hard, 
peevish state of mind. 

To remedy these evils, I believe a more steady, 
fervent attention to the holy serise placed in the 
heart, is very necessary. May the Lord be with 
me, and quicken my desires after inward purity. 

2ti. — Conversation too light and unsavoury. 

3d, 5th. — Regular. Some renewal of strength at 
meeting on first-day. 

6ih, 8th. — Comfortably consistent in conduct. A 
time of drought and distress at monthly meeting, 

9thy II th. — Wanting in a deep and solid atten* 
tion to the Divine sense within. 

\2thf 13/A. — Indisposed T^ith a pain in my side. 

14M. — Went not to the election to-day, from an 
apprehension it would conduce more to my peace of 
mind to stay at home. Am Hke to gain much oblo- 
quy thereby. May I dwell deep, clothed with hu- 
mility and charity. Spent the forepart of the day 
in i^tirement; the latter, in gathering nuts. Ohf for 
a moiis fervent spirit 

1 5/A. — Some great politicians unexpectedly bafted 
in their sefceinev. An evidcrnce of the fallibility of 
21* 
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man, and the fluctuation of all human aflfairs. May 
my life be centred upon a more solid foundation. 

16M. — ^Favoured with a sweet sensation 'of the 
heavenly Parent's love, this morning; but believe a 
more steady attention to the internal sense was want- 
ing through the labours of the day. 

nth. — A mortifying instance of some of my chil- 
dren wanting due respect for me. A treatment of 
them too morose, may possibly occasion this, at least 
in part. 

My soul! thou often feelest them near to thee; — 
thou lovest them ; labour therefore to make thjs love 
more apparent in thy conduct. 

18M, I9th, — Too indolent; and on first-day at 
meeting, inanimate in my endeavours to centre into 
a state of perfect silence. In compan}'' in the after- 
noon, true sobriety wanting. Thoughtful this even- 
ing, and feel a strong engagement of mind to be 
pressing forward towards a state of inward purity. 

20M, 21^^. — In company, talkative; and as might 
be expected in such a case, indiscreet li/ communis 
cative. 

22d, — Self discovered, and through Divjne assist- 
ance overcome. Peace, the reward. 

23dy 24th, — Mind rather external and sluggish. 
Oh! for more animation. Lord, quicken me. 

25M, 26th, — A pretty comfortable time at Buck- 
ingham meeting, yet less so, for want of more fer- 
vency in waiting. Oh! how lukewarm! 

27th, 28th. — Too indiflferent, and therefore not 
prepared properly to resist the allurements of temp- 
tation. 

My soul, remember thou the Rock, from whence 
thou wast hewn. 
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29th. — ^A poor, dull time at meeting. 

30thf 3lst. — Conduct and conversation not duly 
seasoned witii sobriety. Oh ! the tyranny of a vain 
light spirit. Lord, quicken me. 

IIM mo. 1st. — In a good measure irreproachable. 

2d. — ^A time of some favour at meeting. 
. 3d.T-At a vendue: — belieye I was wanting in a 
due observance of sobriety. Alas! my inattention 
is great. 

4th. — At monthly meeting; — to me a time of 
abasement, and I hope, of instruction. 

On a review of last month^s account, I find a de- 
viation from true sobriety, both in conduct and con- 
versation, often complained of; as also, a careless, 
Itxkewarm state. I feel earnestly desirous to arise 
and pursue my journey with more animation. May 
the Lord, in mercy, condescend to quicken me! 

5thf 6th. — ^Not sufficiently concerned to walk 
blameless, before God and man. In discourse with 
a person, mixed too much foolish laughter with it. 

Tthf 8th. — Pretty regular. 

9th. — A season of some refreshment at Makefield 
meeting. 

lOth. — -Much afflicted this evening, on hearing of 
the miserable end of several deists. 

Lord, how inconceivably great is my debt to 
thee! Oh! animate my soul to a greater return of 
love and obedience. 

11 ^A. — An instance of peevishness. 

I2th. — At meeting; more industry wanting on 
my part, 

13M, 1 5th. — A time of weakness and failure, in 
several instances. 
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My soul, attend them to the holy Dmne aense 
within; otherwise the enemy will prevail more anct 
more, and tread thee down as mfre in the highway. 

leth. — A painful meeting. More sobriety wait- 
ing in the afternoon. 

17/^. — The genuine efiecta of a well regulated 
mindy not visible enough. Too much chaff in dis- 
course. 

18M. — At li meeting appointed for Splomon Gas- 
kill, a stranger among us. It proved, through Di- 
vine mercy, an awakening time. He complrioed 
of the great leanness and spiritual poverty felt anaong 
us; — ofjour flitting down in a Inkewarm, unawaken- 
ed condition. My barrenness and numerous infirmi^ 
ties came before me, and feelingly showed the ne- 
cessity of a more ardent engagement to do the Lord^s 
will. 

^'Search me, and try me; and if thou see iniquity 
in me, do thou ft away.^^ 

19M, 2I«#*-»-Nearly a vacmim. 

22d. — ^Be thoughtful, and caatious in thy conver- 
sation. Make no hasty promises, nor rash engage- 
ments; but be always on thy guard, and attend care- 
fully to the sHO smalt voice. 

23d. — A painful, laborious meeting. In the after- 
noon, ehurli€(fa. 

24ihy 26tk. -« Weather remarkabty dull, lavish*- 
ness too predominant Too little cireumspeetfon ii^ 
discourse. 

27M, »Bfh.^At Bucks Quarterly and Youth's 
meeting, held at Middletown. It was attended by 
sevei^ miniafertng Friends from £stant parts, 'and 
to me appeared a season of Divine fafwr. 
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Soliloquy. — My soul, it has been a time of much - 
suffering and drought to thee for many days past; 
but thou wast here comforted under a firm belief, 
that notwithstanding the sorrowful defection of many, 
who are soaring aloft, and trampling under foot the 
Divine JVitnesSy there is, through the mercy of 
God, a living remnant still preserved to keep up 
the fire on his holy altar. May these be preserved, 
and their number increased ! 

Lord, we look to thee. Oh ! preserve us through 
all, to thy glory. 

29th. — ^Low and mentally poor. 

30M. — Uncommonly aifiicted at meeting, under a 
drowsy, inanimate spirit. Through waiting in pa- 
tience, a comfortable degree of victory was experi- 
enced. 

12 th mo. 1st. — ^Mind in a low, veiled state. 

2d. — An instance of churlishness in the morning. 
At monthly meeting, two short testimonies, much 
to the same import, worthy of my serious attention* 

^^Be faithful in what appears thy duty, tiiough it 
may consist in small things. '' ^^ Though thy gift ^ 
be small, give diligent heed to it.'^ ^'Be thou faith* 
ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
glory." 

3d. — Narrative and Soliloquy. Through the 
continued mercy of our heavenly Father, we have 
lately had the edifying company of five or six minis- 
tering Friends from diflerent parts. Have felt my- 
self very poor and unworthy; but believe many 
have felt it a season of Divine favour, and hope they 
will long retain in remembrance the instruction 
thus communicated. We had, thia day, an extra- 
ordinal'y awakening time, at a meeting appointed 
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tor £li VariiaiL frrqat power attended his ministry , 
and numbers appealed broken down under it A 
solemnity unusually impnesiiTey covered the meet- 
ing; during his prayer^ with which the sitting ended. 
Knowing my own inattention and forgetfulneas^ I 
felt concerned thus to commemorate the marvellous 
kindness of tbe great universal Parent, in remem- 
bering the workmanship of his hands. 

my souly mayest thou be sufficiently sensible of 
his bonevolent attention. Give it a due place with- 
in thee. Suffer not the impressions, in meroy re- 
ceived, to wear o£^ and pass away uoavailingly) as 
water poured, forth, on a sandy desert 

4^^ 6/A.^'^pent indifferently; because of being 

7th* — ^A good time at meeting, through labour 
and patience* 

Sthy Stf^-i-Beware of indoIeRtte of miisd: Guard 
thy temper; labeerisff to^ keep out a» soor^ morose 
disposition.. 

lOth.'-^A. good meeting, being engaged to wait 
therein padcndy. F%el an increasing uneasiness io 
the pursuit of temporal studies. 

1 iM.^'^Engagsd in study ;-^-minddi6quietedl there- 
with. Oh! for resignation. 

Itih^ I9ih. — ^When in company, be sober and of 
few words. Do not basriy suit thyself to Hie taste 
or humour ef those present, eqiecially in speaking 
in a dnrespeetful nranner of any absent penoa.. 

l4th,'^To me, a hard laborious meeting. 

l5/ik-~*Slaggish. in mind. In those stripped sea- 
sons^ wherein: little of tise Divine savour is felt, la- 
bour Aou^ my mmk, to keep in patiienoe and watch- 
fulness. 
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I6ih. — Some misbehaviour occurring among my 
chiMren, I reproved them in terms too high and ri- 
gorous. Ah! self, how oughtest thou to be guarded! 

l^thy ISth.'^A poor, low meeting. Exercised 
mudi with the ill conduct of one of my children, at 
school. Craved Divine assistance, and hope my be- 
haviour on the occasion, was proper. 

19M, 20th, — Indisposed. 

219^.-*— Better of my indisposition, for which fa- 
vour am thankful. A dull meeting. 

22df 24ih. — ^Beware that thou art not found sloth- 
ful. Labour for an increase of circumspection, both 
in conduct and conversation. 

. 25th, 26th. — Some sweet overshadowings of Di- 
vine love. Oh! that I may be more and more en* 
gaged to serve the Lord. 

2 7f A. —Regular. 2Sth, — A dull meeting, occar 
sioned through my indolence. My leisure spent in 
reading William Penn's Works. 

29th. — In company with a young man, my mind 
was turned to the great Master, that he might pre- 
serve me from error, which I hope was measurably 
the case. 

30M, 31^^ — A solemn, awakening call, in the 
death of a beloved sister, showing the necessity of 
having my accounts in readiness. May the awful 
impressions received, be indelible, and I stand more 
loose from the world, and all my movements be 
perfectly in the will of the Lord; so shall I be pre- 
pared to meet without fear, my dissolution here, 
and launch into a happy eternity. 



Thusthrough many weaknesses and imperfections, 
and many gracious visitations, I have passed a' year 
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since I began this Diary; — the Lord knows whether 
with any improvement. And here I intend to de- 
sist for the present; entreating his forgiveness of the 
errors of my past life, and that he may be pleased 
to continue his visitations, and the striving of his 
Holy Spirit; that so, through all the probations and 
vicissitudes of life, I may experience an increase of 
heavenly stature. 

Even be it so, Lord! J. H. 



^i Brief Account of the Life and Death qf my 
-Sister, Mary fFatson, who died the 29th o/the 

12 th month, 1788. 

She was remarkably tender and humane in her 
natural disposition, and very early became acquaint- 
ed with that Divine principle which reproves for 
evil, and shows what is good. 

As she advanced in age, being exposed to much 
company, and many seducing examples, she was fa- 
voured, through attention to this Monitor within, 
so to conduct herself as to preserve an unsullied re- 
putation; often saying she found more real satisfac- 
tion in retirement, and the perusal of instructive au- 
thors, than in all the convivial assemblies of the 
youthful and gay. 

About the eighteenth year of her age, she was 
married to John Watson, of Buckingham; a man, 
respectable both for his personal accomplishments 
and circumstances in the world, with whom she 
lived the remainder of her life, in near affection. In 
a short memorial he wrote concerning her, I find 
the following remarkable expressions:— -^^ After an 
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acquaintance of more than^ seventeen years, I can say 
that I don't remember to have ever known her 
mind discomposed, or her countenance changed by 
passion; or to have heard her use an angry expres- 
sion, on any-occasion. " 

She was of a benevolent disposition, and extend- 
ed her commiseration and charity to the objects of 
distress and need, of every denomination, within 
the circle of her acquaintance. 

Her last sickness was a wasting disorder, of near 
two year's continuance, through which season she 
often sufifered much. During the latter part of her 
illness, she was afflicted with great weakness and 
depression of spirits; it being a close conflict for her 
to become resigned to the prospect of leaving her 
family and small children, for whose pious educa- 
tion, free from the pollutions of a degenerate age, 
the often appeared much concerned. We have no 
room to doubt, that these afflictive dispensations had 
a tendency to wean her more rfTectually from all 
things here below; — for, in conversation, some 
weeks before her decease, she spoke of the necessi- 
ty of resignation; and said she had experienced bet- 
ter days, in a spiritual sense, since her confinement, 
than ever she had done before^ 

She gave an affectionate charge to her children, 
respecting their conduct in life, directing them to a 
constant watchfulness over their words and actions, 
and prayer to kind Providence to guard them; say- 
ing, that such had been her practice, and that she 
had experienced it to be her preservation from many 
and various temptations; adding, that she h^d en- 
deavoured to be faiibfttl to what was manifested to 
Vol. I.— 2« 
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be her duty, and now all was no more than sufficient 
to support, in the present trying season. 

About twenty-four hours before her close, her 
brother Oliver Hamton was sitting by her bed side, 
when, taking him by the hand, she expressed her- 
self in a very moving manner, as follows: '^My 
brother, I can say but little. I don't yet feel that 
assurance of peace in my mind, which I could wish. 
I don't know the cause. There is nothing else in 
my way. I am resigned. I have endeavoured to 
be faithful, in what was committed to my trust; — 
though sensible of many weaknesses." 

Soon after this, it pleased Divine Providence to 
dispel those doubts — ^the distressing cloud which had 
covered her mind, was, through mercy, removed; 
and a lively prospect of the happiness prepared for 
those who finish their course in righteousness, was 
opened to her view. Under this exulting prospect, 
she spoke out at intervals, as her strength- would 
permit: — '^0 Father! thy blessed will be done, and 
not mine." — "0 Lord! bless all my friends and 
relations." — "Oh! the glory I have a prospect of." 
"I rejoice in my sufferings." **Come, sweet Jesus, 
come quickly, and take me to thy arms. I long to 
be released." 

As the closing moment evidently approached, she 
said, — "I am resigned; — not my will be done^ but 
thine, Lord." — "0 Friends, be not discouraged 
at what you see in me; — ^the smallest glimpse of 
that light and peace I have a prospect of, is more 
than a recompense for all my sufferings." 

To those about her, she said, "Tell my friends, 
I trust in the mercies of the Lord, in divine faith, 
having assurance he will receive me to himself." — 
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She then repeated these words; "Sweet Jesus, come 
quickly.^' 

She dropped many weighty expressions, not here 
particularly mentioned, and appeared evidently sen- 
sible to the last. A very short time before her exit, 
tenderly embracing her husband, they took a most 
affectionate farewell of each other, so expressive 0f 
unfeigned love, as much fo move those present. 

Having led an innocent, virtuous life, and laid it 
down in such a frame of mind, we are comforted 
under a well-grounded belief, that she is now be- 
yond the reach of woe, an inhabitant of those man- 
sions of unceasing felicity, prepared by the Lord for 
the righteous. 

Behold here a weak, timid woman, undaunted at 
the terrors of death and the grave, and happily tri*- 
uznphing over all, in the last extremity: a circunl'- 
stance powerfully evincing, "that we follow not 
cunningly devised fables;'' but that for those, who, 
while here on earth, serve God faithfully, according 
to theh* measure, there most certainly is prepared a 
futurity of inexpressible happiness. 

And doth ft not assure us with all the force of de- 
monstration, that there is indeed a God, whose par- 
ticular Providence is over us? and that future re- 
wards and punishments, far from originating in idle 
imagination, are most certain? — I have ardently 
wished that we, who survive, may enter into a more 
earnest labour, properly to improve the time which 
is thus in mercy lengthened out to us;— that we 
may have our day's work done, and our accounts 
in readiness, whenever it shall please the great 
Judge of all the earth, to call us to our final account, 
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Letter to Oliver Hamton. 

Dear Brother, — I saw J. P. going down, — 
suppose to court, and should have been glad if thou 
hadst remembered me by him. Am altogether un- 
Q^rtain of seeing him return; but am willing to 
scribble down something, to be in readiness, if I 
should. 

Have been, for the most part, since I saw diee, in 
a low, depressed frame of mind. Found a very 
pleasing packet for me, when I returned from Quar- 
terly meeting. It contained a letter from M. and a 
small volume of Anatomy. I was much pleased 
with this, for a few days; but not enjoy irtg the de- 
sired peace of mind, have been obliged to quit it, 
much in the cross to nature. Don't feel easy with 
any study, at present; — have laid aside Drawing 
and reading of History, and mope about in the 
morning, as one half deprived of his senses; but I 
endeavour to be resigned, not doubting but my good 
is graciously designed in these restrictions. 

In looking over the lives and actions of our co- 
temporaries,, how few come under our observa- 
tion, whose conduct appears sufficiently influen- 
ced by a truly Christian spirit. Religion, in the 
present day, seems to me, even among its profess- 
ed vptaries, too much to consist in speculation. — 
Many who frequent our religious assemblies, re- 
main, as it were, in the outward citurt} and these, 
apparently content with their situation, are always 
inanimate in their exertions to experience a growth 
in religion, and are what may be properly termed 
the lukewarm. If our eyes are opened to see, that 
the cause of Truth ean never be forwarded, nor our 
salvation effected, while we remain in this spot, we 
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need not wonder, that our way is more strait than 
many others; nor, if our conduct is not in all things 
consistent, ought we to marvel, that our minds are 
called off from every study or pursuit, which might 
have a tendency to divert us from an invariable at- 
tention to the "one thing needfuV^ J. H. 

To the same. 

Dear JBrother, — Though time admits writing 
but little, am willing to do it, in hopes that little 
may afford thee some amusement and satisfaction. 
Can sympathise with thee under discouragements, 
having been a fellow-sufferer therein, these several 
weeks. My mind has been as a sandy wilderness, 
dry and unfruitful; but this is a state through which 
every true Christian must pass. It is, by the chil- 
dren of God, who have gone before in the arduous 
path, described in a variety of very expressive alle- 
gories, all signifying, that it is through suffering 
wte must be perfected; — as, undergoing a thorough 
cleansing, as vr'Mi fuller^ s soap^ — as, passing through 
a refiner's furnace; and as walking through the val- 
ley of the shadow of death, where the voice, of the 
turtle, or of rejoicing is not heard. 

From narrowly examining my own heart, I find 
it exceedingly depraved, and its affections too much 
set upon grovelling, animal pursuits. The seed of 
life therein is very small, and may be very justly 
compared to a stalk of corn growing among clods 
and stones, which almost smother it, and greatly 
retard its growth. These obstructions, we have no 
means of removing ourselves, but must patiently 
endure the refining operation of our all-wise Father, 
who, in his own time will, if we passively submit 
22* 
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to him, break down and remove them, and make 
our barren wilderness as a fruitful garden. While 
we continue to love the Lord, and wait upon him 
with anxious desires, which he alone hath begotten 
in us, to be clothed upon with his pure spirit and 
power, I feel, even in the depth of weakness and 
poverty, the most unshaken assurance, that he will 
never forget nor forsake ua. ^^Thus saith the Lord 
that created thee, Jacob; and He that formed 
thee, Israel, fear not; for I have redeemed thee, 
I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 
When thou passest through the waters, I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, 
thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee. For I am the, Lord thy God, the 
Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour." J. H. 



Memorandums^ Narratives^ SoliloquieSj and Re- 
flections, 

Ath mo, 8thy 1789. — Unwell; the fore part of 
this day, spent in comfortable regularity. My gra- 
tif:ude to kind Providence revived on the sight of a 
poor object, uncultivated in body and mind. 

9M, llM. — Mind low and pretty regular. 

I2th. — Greatly exercised at meeting, under a 
dark„ dull spirit. A renewal of strength graciously 
extended, towards the close* 

13/A, 14/A. — Mind low and dejected. Believe 
myself under an humbling dispensation, and have 
felt desirous to be resigned. 

15M, I8th. — Low in health, and mind depressed; 
in which have laboured for patience and resignation. 

10/A. — ^An exercising time at meeting, in which 
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nevertheless, was favoured to feel the extendings of 
Divine love. Health but low this afternoon. 

20ih, — Health improved through Divine favour. 
Have endeavoured to preserve a stead y, thankful 
frame of mind. A poor fourth-day meeting. 

23d,' — My school being vacant on account of the 
measles, visited my friends and relations in Phila- 
delphia, and some other places, to good satisfaction. 

27th. — A few small, but precious intimations of 
Divine regard ; for which have been thankful, as also 
for a renewal of health. 

Passed through a village, and saw several poor, 
destitute objects, — my fellow creatures! 

Soliloquy, — Learn from hence, my soul, how 
much thou owest unto thy Lord. Many valuable, 
privileges thou enjoyest, which they want; but these 
thou canst not claim by merit, and therefore they 
must be attributed to the mercies of thy God. May 
he comfort them in their neglected, indigent state; 
and for his many favours to thee, fill thy heart with 
gratitude and love. 

29/A. — A painful, drowsy time at fourth-day 
meeting. I endeavoured to wait in patienee> and 
have peace. 

5/A mo. 1st J 2d, — Mentally poor, but have wish- 
ed to be preserved in watchfulness. 

3d. — A laborious time at meeting; yet favoured 
to see, that bearing afflictions, and the various sor- 
rows of human life, with patience and resignation, 
will be accounted unto us for righteousness. 

4th. — Health but low. Mind rather morose. 

5/A. — ^At monthly meeting, a time of renewal of 
strength and encouragement; for which my heart 
has been thankful. 
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5M. — Lord, remember me f6r good, and enable 
me to do thy will. 

Tth, — Not so guarded in all respeets as I should 
have been. 

10M.-^At meeting, mind roving and unsettled. 
Tempted, — overcome. Reason to fear my freedom 
from efror has been owing to a want of temptation. 

llM. — Mind low, and as under a cloud. Too 
light at times in conversation. A painful fourth-day 
meeting. 

My soul! thou art as one benighted and alone. 
Lord, enable me to bear thy chastisements with pa- 
tience, and to see wherefore thy rod is stretched 
forth. 

14M. — Conduct and conversation, in some in- 
stances, too unguarded. 

17/A. — A wrestling drowsy meeting, yet favour- 
ed with a sense of Divine love. 

Walked in the fields towards evening; — ^mind 
anxious and oppressed, under different prospects. 
Craved Divine assistance, and ability to be resigned 
to whatever may be required of me. Nature strong, 
and struggling for dominion. 

2\st. — A drowsy, painful fourth-day meeting, yet 
encouraged under the ministry of John Simpson. 

Narrative. 

1th mo, 1 5th. — Having occupied the school at 
Wrightstown, under various discouragements, for 
two years past, I, this spring, apprehended myself 
clear of further service there for the present. My 
health, through close confinement, and much exer- 
cise of mind, being considerably impaired^ I thought 
it necessary to recreate a few weeks; and according- 
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ly rode about one hundred miles back, to see the 
country, in company with my brother Oliver, and a 
neighbouring iriend: also took several other shorter 
joumies; and finding my health much improved, 
ventured to turn my attention once more towards a 
residence in Philadelphia. Having been solicited to 
join in the teaching business with Joseph Inskeep, 
the young man mentioned, page 229; after weigh- 
ing the subject in my mind as fully as I was capa- 
ble, at length concluded to go; and accordingly en- 
.tered with him on the 6th instant. 

I board with my dearly esteemed friends, doctor 
Moore and wife, which I regard as a great favour. 
May I be humbly thankful for Divine mercies! 

17M. — Mentally poor, and mind too external. 

ISthy 19/A. — A good meeting in the forenoon. 
Attended the burial of S. Williams, who died of a 
short illness, being at meeting last first-day. 

She was a sweet, innocent, young woman, who 
had a few words in public testimony. As she lived 
beloved, so she died lamented by her friends and 
connexions. Much pertinent exhortation was given 
by William Savery, both at the grave, and in even* 
ing meeting, tending to show the uncertainty of 
life, and the necessity of timely preparation for 
death. 

My soul, how art thou prepared? 

20M.^^— Attended tha burial of one who died sud-* 
denly. Labour thou to be ready. Dwell inward. 
Strive to be more regular in thy conduct and con- 
versation. Watch and be sober. 

2lsti22d. — Thoughtful of my latter end. 

23d. — A dull, heavy, week-day meeting. Top 
es^ternal and ligbt in talk, 
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25 fh. — ^Low in mind, and desirous of improvc- 
ment in the best things. 

26th. — At three meetings;— times of wrestling 
and labour, but attended with some solid satisfaction. 
Also attended a burial; the third I have been at 
within these eight days. 

Prom those frequent deaths, take thou warning, 
and strive to have thy accounts in readiness. 

27th. — Too talkative and vain. Oh! for more so- 
lidity in converse and deportment. 

28th. — At monthly meeting. Several striplings, 
younger than myself, far exceed me in grace and 
divine animation. 

My soul, the Lord hath often in mercy, visited 
thee, and yet thou remainest a poor unworthy crea- 
ture, hardly fit to be called the least of his servants. 
Doth iiot this call for thy serious attention, and 
deep humiliation? 

29M, 31^/. — At my father's, in the country. At- 
tended the General and the Youth's meetings there; 
— times of some refreshment. 

Bth mo. 1st. — In the country; — rather light and 
external in mind, and therefore not prepared to 
guard properly against temptation. 

9th. — Returned to town. J and J , mere 

striplings, much younger than I, far exceed me in 
fervour of mind. Remember this! 

lOth. — Poor. Remember the slippery path thou 
treadest, and be thou watchful. 

1 IM. — More circumspection and religious fervour 
wanting. 

14^A.-— Mind much taken up with externals. 
Have discovered in myself an increasing love of 
company, and a growing dislike to the retirements 
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of solitude. These are the infectious distempers of 
the times. Behold ! the still small whisperer admon- 
ishes^ — Look well to thy standing. 

16M. — Attended three meetjngs. The two form- 
er very heavy, the latter more lively and encoura- 
ging- 
, nth. — Mind pretty steady and recollected. 

ISth, — Man could find But little fault with me; 
hut the Lord sees not as man sees. 

Saw the necessity of frequently retiring alone^ 
for the sake of recollection. 

19M.-^An evening of light, unguarded discourse. 

20th, — Favoured at meeting with a sense of Di- 
vine love. 

2lst* — Too much laugh and talk in company. 

22dy 25th. — Sick of a fever. 

26th. — In company with a person who, in many 
instances, evidenced himself above the pure witness, 
and too much a stranger to its operations on the^ 
mind. Left his company distressed, under an ap- 
prehension that I had been too light and unguarded 
in conversation. 

27th. — Favoured this day with a more serious 
and solid frame of mind than usual. The Lord be 
thanked. 

28th. — Sensible, at times, of the sweet influence 
of Divine love, yet believe an increase of sobriety 

wanting. An evening walk with A . His 

steady propriety of conduct and tender frame of 
mind, exhibit a conspicuous example for my imita- 
tion. 

SC^th. — At FairhilJ meeting; — a dull time. At 
two others in town; the latter of which, I believe, 
was a season of renewed visitation to many. 
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31^/. — ^Indisposed; but laboured for true patience. 

9ih mo, Isi. — A low time, but I hope preserved 
in patience. 

3d. — ^This world and its spirit too much engrossed 
my attention. 

6M. — Rode to Darby meeting. Made sensible 
thera of my numerous infirmities; yet feeling a de- 
gree of Divine love attend my mind, the condescen- 
sion of the great Shepherd, in noticing so unworthy 
« creature, appeared to me very great 

7th. — A more ardent engagement to be found 
watchful, necessary. Loquacious. 

Lord! forgive my errors, and enable me to do 
thy will. 

IQth. — A laborious week-day meeting. 

My soul, remember the time passes away, and is 
irrevocable; be earnest, therefore, to make a right 
improvement of it, and be more strictly watchful 
over all thy words and actions. A greater care 
herein sorrowfully wanting. 

IIM. — Spiritually sensible of Divine regard and 
attention, for which I wish to retain a grateful sense. 

17M. — A good time at meeting. 

18/A. — An evening walk among the monuments 
of the dead, in a burying ground, accompanied with 
many serious reflections, tending to revive in me 
the necessity of having my accounts in readiness 
against the solemn close. 

19M. — My soul, be thou watchful and sober. 
Keep down in humility and self-abaseraent,for thou 
art an unworthy creature. 

20th. — ^At three meetings; the first a solemn, pre- 
cious season; in the others, have reason to lament 
my inattention and idleness of mind. 
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Lord! be miDdful of thy unworthy creature! 

22d. — ^A favoured meeting. «Have been sensible 
of Divine goodness, and felt my mind under a so- 
lemn covering. Am thankful. 

23d. — ^A season of sweet inward peace, and an 
humble recollected frame of mind. Great gratitude 
requisite for this favour. 

29 1 A, — Sensible that I am a poor, weali creature; 
apt to-court the vain applause and esteem of men; 
fond of being fine, and appearing elegantly equip- 
ped;— ashamed of being seen in the company of per- 
sons who make a coarse, homely appearance; but 
much elated, on being noticed by those of eminenoe 
or wealth !-^Alas! what a picture! 

Soliloquy. — My soul, seriously ruminate upon 
this degeneracy pf heart, thus secretly operating in 
thee; take shame for such weakness, and earnestly 
labour, through Divine assistance, to raise thy affec- 
tions, and fix them upon objects more worthy a ra- 
tional and immortal being. 

lOlh mo. 3d. — A season of Divine favour at our 
Yearly Meeting, 

4M.— Mind dissipated amidst abundance of busi- 
ness, and too little attentive to the ''one thing need- 
ful.'' 

6th. — Favoured this evening with a sense of Di- 
vine love, in which my own unworthiness has ap- 
peared very great Be more watchful. 

9M, 10/A«— -A mortifying circumstance in receiv- 
ing a very bare recommendation, by certificate, from 
Wrightstown monthly meeting. 

1 1 /A.-— >At three meetings. Sensible of the powers 
of darkness, secretly operating against me. Favour- 
ed with near approaches to the throne of Orace, at- 
VoL. I.— 23 
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tended with a comfortable renewal of faith in the 
protecting arm of 4)iyine goodness. 

17/ A. — ^Time passeth away; be thou watchful, la- 
bouring to have thy lamp trimmed, and fiirnished 
with oil. 

18/A. — ^Indisposed. Took physic, and went not 
out. 

I9thy 20th. — Still indisposed. Mind too little 
acquainted with religious retirement * External, 
inanimate. Lord, increase my religious ardour. 

24M. — ^In this time of indisposition, have been 
led to think seriously of my latter end; and been 
very desirous, that if health should be again gracious- 
ly restored, I might suffer nothing to hide from me 
so important a consideration. 

25tA. — Meetings small, by reason of the extraor- 
dinary prevalence of an epidemic disease, called the 
Influenza. In the evening, indiscreetly talkative. 

26th. — ^Lord! I am poor. Oh! forget me not 

21th. — A renewal of Divine favour, at monthly 
meeting. I have been made to r^oice in humble 
thankfulness. 

28M.— Low, and steady in mind. The Lord be 
thanked for his kind preservation of me. 

29th. — Favoured with an humble, thankful frame 
of mind. 

30M, 31^/. — Heard of the death of two old men, 
whom I have known from my infancyi A. C. and 
B. F. Many serious reflections thereon. 

llM mo. 1st. — >At three favoured, solemn meet- 
ings. 

2d. — At Quarterly meeting. Have reason to fear 
the encroachment of loquacity, or a propensity to- 
talk where I ought to be silent Soul, thou abhor- 
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rest impertinence in others; take care that Ibou art 
not guilty of it thyself. Lord, be pleased to pre- 
serve me in humility. 

Bth. — Have passed this week in comfortable regu- 
larity; — ^felt my mind, at times, under a solemn co- 
vering. Lord, draw me nearer to thee, and enable 
me to live more and more answerable to thy wonder- 
ful kindness. 

S8/A. — Much engaged in business. In many in- 
stances, too much levity. Favoured sometimes to 
get to the place of prayer, and to crave strength to 
regulate my conduct agreeably to the dictates of true 
wisdom. 

Oh! that thou. Lord, mayest be with me, and 
enable me to act a part more consistent with my 
judgment, and the plainness of my dress; that so the 
testimony of thy Truth may not su£fer through my 
weakness. 

4M mo. 3c?, 1790. — Have passed through a low 
stripped season. Shown feelingly my unworthiness, 
and insufficiency to do any good, or make the least 
religious advancement without Divine assistance. 

Soliloquy, — Soul, how long will it be, ere thou 
learn wisdom. Since thou first enteredst into the 
holy Master^s service, he hath often seen meet to 
withdraw his light and presence, and leave thee for 
a season to labour, as it were, alone and benighted. 
Here, sensible of thy own weakness, it is necessary 
thou shouldst strive earnestly to keep upon thy 
watch, waiting patiently for the Master's return: 
but instead of this, thou hast been inclined to slum- 
ber, and the enemy hath stolen in, and much da- 
maged thy vineyard. How often hath this been the 
case! and yet, like a slothful and perverse servant. 
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thoa wilt not be wise. Now, when the Master is 
pleased to return, and seeth thy desolation, how wilt 
thou appear before him? 

Ah, worthless me! had not his kindness, his for- 
bearanee and lore been exceedingly great, thou, long 
sinee, wouldst have been cast from his presence, and 
had thy portion among the miserable wretches who 
walk in darkness. 

Oh! meditate deeply hereon, and receive instruc- 
tion. 

Alas! for this chafiy disposition, this spirit of lo- 
quacity, how much too predominant! Soul! arise, 
for thy day is spending,* and thy work far behind. 



A brUf account of David Hatntony son of John 

Hamion, decec^ed. 

David Hamton was thriving in his business, and 
progressing in religious experience, so as to pro- 
mise to become a useful member of society. He 
was advancing towards middle age, in the general 
enjoyment of good health, when it pleased the all- 
wise Disposer of events to visit him with a severe 
illness^ which at length terminated his labours in 
Uiis world. He wholly lost the use of his limbs, 
and was unable to stand, or move about, without as- 
sistance, for more than two years before his deceasa 

During the continuance of this a£9ictive dispensa- 
tion, he was preserved in great patience and resig- 
nation;— signifying that he was often refreshed, un- 
der a lively sense of Divine mercy and goodness to 
hfai soul. A few days before his death, he told hiB 
mother there appeared nothing in his way, and that 
he was resigned to leave the world. He departed 
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this life on the 18th of the 4th month, 1790> in the 
thirty 'third year of his age. 

Although he was but little known in the world, 
yet, believing him to be a person favoured by the 
Most High with a seat in his mansions of rest, I 
feel desirous to ^eave this short memorial concern- 
ing him; fervently wishing that, by often recollect- 
ing the virtues of my companions who have passed 
out of time before me, I may be excited to more 
diligence, in finishing my day^s tvork in due season. 



26th. — A more deep inward travail of mind ne- 
cessary. Engrossed too much with externals. 

27th. — ^Thoughtful of my latter end, and the im- 
portance of a timely preparation for it 

At monthly meeting; — Expressed a sentiment in 
much weakness and fear: had peace in so doing. 

Submitted to an appointment, for the first time, 
on Truth's service. 

Lord, thou knowest my frailty. Oh! preserve me 
in true humility, and a patient perseverance in well- 
doing; having, in my relfgious movements, no other 
view than the doing of thy will. 

29th. — A season of Divine favour and enlarge- 
ment of mind, in the way of life. Conformed, on 
two occasions, to what I believed my duty; reward- 
ed with peace. 

Soliloquy. — ^When in the cross to nature, thou 
hast done any service for Master, remember that 
thou art, in thyself, a weak unworthy creature, and 
that all the good thou canst do, is owing to the effi- 
cacious operation of his holy Spirit Oh! therefjofe, 
beware of that monster, spiritual pri^e. Be content 
to enjoy quietly, in thy own mind, that sweet pe$i^ 
23* 
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which accompanies virtaous actions; and beware of 
losing this heaven-descended blessing, by improper- 
ly speaking to others of thy experiences and enjoy- 
ments. 

5tA mo. 1st. — ^Too careless of preserving that 
watdifuly recollected frame of mind, necessary for 
the true Christian's daily experience. 

2<it-^-At three meetings; the last, a hard wrestling 
time, but attended with encouragement, as it evinced 
the truth of a former experience: ^^ They who wait 
upon the Lord, shall renew their strength." 

3dy 4/^.-«-Attended Quarterly and Youth's meet- 
ings. Felt a motion in my mind to attend the meet- 
ing held quarterly, for the black people. Neglected 
this. Distress of mind and weakness, the conse- 
quenee. Soul! remember thou this. 

5thj It A. — A season of inward poverty. Keep 
upon thy guard. 

8/A. — When a young friend of note offered thee, 
this afternoon, a horse to ride out with him, wast 
thou not elated on the occasion? Be rather humbly 
thankful for this kind attention, than vain of it. 

9th. — Indisposed, and depressed in mind. The 
afternoon meeting remarkably dull and afflictive. 

In company with two old Friends, who discoursed 
together about the companions of their youth, men 
eminent for their learning, their riches, and the 
splendid figure they made in the world. Over most 
of these, the curtain of death has long since been 
spread. Their vvisdom and greatness could not shield 
them from this common lot of mortals; and they are 
now in the fruition of a reward, not according to the 
fame and honour conferred by the world, but accord* 
ing as they practiced piety and virtue* 
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Soliloquy* — Soul! tlum art now ia mutability; 
thou art sensible that the honour that cometh from 
man only, is but dross; and that nothing short of a 
life spent in the practice of pure, undefiled religion, 
will be found available in the dread closing hour. 
Now is thy time, and now only. Oh! therefbre, be 
earnest, for vastly important is the consequence. 

10/ A. — The vile part predominant In company; 
thought a friend exceeded in freedom, on which I 
made some pert, unbecoming remarks, agiOunting 
to rudeness. 

Wth^-^A. time of trial and exercise of mind. 
Lord, remember poor me! 

12M, 1 5M.-Indolence and mental poverty abound. 
Thou art very unworthy. 

IQth. — Indisposed; yet found an engagement to 
walk out of town about three miles, to Faiirhill meet- 
ing. Favoured, as I sat there, under much bodily 
pain, with a precious illumination, in which was 
impressed on my mind, with powerful, conviction, 
'^That man, as a creature, is, in a religious sense, 
nothing; that the battle is not to the strong, nor the 
race to the swift; but that it is through mere mercy 
we are saved, not by works of our own, but by a 
total surrender of self, and submission to the great 
Master Workman, to be formed and polished, as 'he 
shall think most proper.'* 

18/A. — Deeply exercised in the school. Endea- 
voured to ease my mind, by seriously addressing 
those children whose conduct was improper. Much 
good, I have no doubt, would have been the conse* 
quence, had the manner been as unexceptionable 
as the matter^ 
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The care and government of children^ is certain- 
ly an employment of serious moment, to those who 
are properly dipped under it Lord, I believe thou 
hast called me to dedicate my time to the service of 
the rising youth. I dearly love them. I am anxious 
for their substantial good. Oh! grant me an increase 
of firmness and true wisdom, that my conduct before 
them may be marked with religious propriety, and 
have a tendency to draw them nearer unto thee. 

19/A.;— Favoured with a calm, easy mind, after 
yesterday's labours. . Beware of losing this sweet 
sense, by indulging a communicative disposition, 
handing that forth to others, which thou oughtest to 
keep for thy own use. 

20th. — ^Ai meeting, much too indolent in mental 
exercise. Dined intemperately. 

2lst, — ^A sickly season, and many removed with 
short warning. A solemn time at the burial of a 
friend. 

Soliloquy. — Thou art now in time^ passing brisk- 
ly down the stream of life, towards the ocean of 
eternity, into which many are entering before thee. 
Thou knowest not how soon thou mayest follow; 
and when there, canst never return. Oh! therefore, 
ever keep in memory, the awfulness of passing from 
wdrks to rewards, and earnestly labour for a right 
disposal of thy precious time and talents. 

23c?. — Discovered in myself, the latent shoots of 
vanity, pride, and a base respect of persons. 

As the heart of man becomes, by disobedience, 
very deceitful and wicked, and it hath pleased the 
great Master, thus to open in thee, a sight of thy 
imperfections; be thankful for the discovery, and 
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crave his assistance for amendment my vile 
heart, whea wilt thou be-cleanse4? 

24M. — Sixercised in the school; attended to what 
appeared my duty, and believe it proved a season 
of -some instruction to myself, as well as those con- 
cerned with me. 

25th. — ^A favoured time at monthly meeting. 
Felt a disposition to.be active; but keeping in the 
patience, saw the necessity of attaining a more 
thorough qualiffcation, than I as<iyet have. 

Mth. — 4Jnwatchful. Too much laugh, and un* 
sanctified discourse. Basely submitted to a tempta- 
tion. Oh! how unworthy a' creature! Behold, how 
deepfy th^ root of evil remaineth in thee! When 
the Master's presence is a little withdrawn, thou art 
as chaff before the wind. Remember the Soliloquy 
of the 3d of last month. 

37M.*-^Favo)||ed with a calm, steady mind. Lord, 
pardon yesterday's folly. 

2Vh. — At meeting, too indolent. 

29thf 30/A^— Rode to my father's. Many serious 
reflections, on my journey, alone. Top much life in 
finery. Oh! for an increase of true humility of 
heart. 

6th mo. 3d, — ^My companion in business sick for 
some days past: exercised with much care and toil, 
in the school; yet favoured with a steady, patient 
mind, and enabled to perform my duty to satisfac- 
tion; for which am thankful. 

5th. — Perplexed with much business, my compa,-* 
nion being still indisposed. Feel myself af poor, 
weak creature. Oh ! for Divine assistance and preser-^ 
vation! 
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6th. — At meeting; mind in an hwible, tractable i 
frame. Saw my unworthiness, and besought the 
Lord to make me, in his handsy-aa th^clay of the 
potter, passive, and willing to b6 wrought into any 
form he should see fit 

7th. — Alind in a low, abated frame. 

8th. — Another day is irrevocably gone. See that 
thou art careful not to spend thy Ume in vain. Oh! 
for more animation in the eause of religion.- 

9th. — ^Be more tircumspect in thy condttct; more 
recollected, steady and sober in company.^ Grieved 
under a recollection of error, in these i:espects, to- 
day. ■ • 

lOth. — ^A comfortable reviving >time at meeting. 

IIM. — ^A solemn time at a funeral. 

Soliloquy/. — ^Remember, that thou also art passing 
towards the closing hour. Sure, it is a solemn 
thing to die. O my soul! frequq|||ly ruminate on 
the awfulness of that state of unchangeable peace or 
misery, into which thou wilt enter, on th6 difio)u- 
tion of this frail body. ^ 

I2th. — May I be concerned to pay more attention 
to the ^^one thing needful." Too laughable and un- 
guarded. 

I3th. — At three meetings; the first two, dull and 
heavy; the last ended with a short, pertinent decla- 
ration, tending to encourage to a patient, humble 
waiting for the bread of life. 

I4th. — Thoughtful and sober. 

17 th. — Weak and un watchful. Tempted — sin- 
ned,—- repented — sprayed. Unworthy creature ! 

Alas! Lord, what shall I say? Thou knowest me; 
thou knowest my propensity to folly. Oh! take 
not from me thy Holy Spirit; but be pleased to 
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thee xnore perfectly. 

I8th. — ^A.time o{^ huhiility and exercise of soul. 
Beware of a light, laughable spirit 

20th. — ^Mind under deep exercise, on several ac- 
counts, delivered a se]}timent at monthly meeting, 
the propriety of which, hav4 since doabted. Oh ! 
let thy piesetit aszieiy of mind make a strong im- 
pression, and lead thee lo more caution. 

2^t^. — ^Almost a blank, these several days past. 
May I never forget, that time- is ever on the wing; 
a cirpamstance, that pointft out the necessity of ha- 
ying tny accounts Ux readiness. 

27iA.;^Attended three meetings. Thou hast en- 
tered upon thy twenty-seventh year; but, alas! little 
hast .thou done in the cause of righteousuQiss. 

28thj ^9th. — Low in health, and low in mind. 
Have laboured for patience and resignation, and feel 
thankful, even under sufferings. 

30/A. — ^In thy endeavours to be cheerful, guard . 

against levHy* 

1th mo. dd. — A low, stripped season; but hope, 
not without some religious improvement 

4/^. — At evening meeting; a season of renewed 
visitation, under the ministry of Peter Yarnall. 

A church visit performed to satisfaction. 

5M, 6M.— Renewed occasion to lament my insta- 
bility, and to see my incapacity to act as I ought, 
wit}M)ut superior assistance. 

7/^.— Tempted to folly, and basely submitted. — 
Alas! what shall I say? Lord, I am a? one whose 
strength is departed from him. Oh! undertake for 

me. . 

8M. — Strengthened and encouraged at meeting. 
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9M. — la company, endeavotir to be more sober 
and recoltected. Strive for that happy i^ean, tb&cr- 
fulwsSi wi^out lemty» 

ll/A.*--At three meetings, great poverty «xp«ri'> 
enced. 

ISM. — -"A low season. Indulged too moek in 
levity. Seeukr affairs occupied the place of reli- 
gious duty. O thou sluggish servant I laibour for a 
more close attention to the gentle movie gs of the 
divine Monitor within* This, in « late inst^uice, 
disregarded to thy certain loss. 

1 Qth. — If tiiou wouldest have thy conduct nuo^ed 
with propriety, and wouldest reflect ^ith satisfac- 
tion on the past actions of the day, guard wiDi the 
strictest attention, all thy words and deeds. 

18/A.— -A favoured meeting, under the powerful 
ministry of Peter Yarnall. The youth were closely 
pressed to -make a timely preparation for eternity, 
by a diligent improvement of their precious time and 
talents. 

20/A. — ^Art thou properly attentive to the one 
thing needful? < - 

22d, — ^A very trying meeting. Enjoy an humble 
thankful frame of mind this evening. 

25th. — ^A poor, dull meeting at FairhHl; but fa- 
voured in the evening with an extraordinary season 
at Market street In weakness and fear, performed 
a visit in secret to a member of our monthly meet- 
ing, I hope to his and my own advantage. 

2%th. — In discourse, neither so careful of the 
matter nor manner as I ought to have beeiK Oh! 
how weak and imprudent I am ! 

21th, — A serious time at monthly meeting; re- 
warded with peace. 
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Soliloquy. — ^Thou hast lately been called forth a 
little into the public service of the church. Oh! rt* 
member that thy standing is in difficult places, and 
strive to keep in true humility. Lord preserve me! 

28M, 31j/.— A tour to Wrightstown, to the Gene- 
ral and Yoqth's meetings. Much favoured, under the 
living, powerful ministry of Peter Yarnall. Keep 
thou humble and low, labouring as much as possible 
to preserve an inward, recollected frame of mind. 

Sth mo* IsL — At three meetings. Yesterday's 
cautions renewed and deeply impressed on my mind. 
Keep thou in an humble, recollected frame of mind* 

2d. — At Quarterly meeting, to me a low, trying 
time. 

3d. — ^Attended a meeting held for the black peo- 
ple. The great universal Parent's regard appeared 
conspicuously extended to the assembly. 

4M, 14M. — In the country, among my relations.. 

15M. — ^Attended three meetings. Made some 
smart remarks on the imprudence of a neighbour. 
Be always charitable, and remember it is much 
easier to espy faults in others, than to avoid them 
thyself. 

16th. — Labour to preserve an humble, steady, 
centred state of mind. It hath of late conspicuously 
appeared a duty required of thee, to strive to main- 
tain a watchful, weighty frame of spirit; that thou 
mayest be in readiness to obey, at all times, the 
Master's commands. 

17M. — ^A church visit, in conjunction with some 
other Friends, — ^attended with some ardent labour, 
and performed in weakness and fear. From after- 
feelings, have some reason to believe it acceptable 
to the great Master of the household. 
Vol. 1.— 24 
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Soliloquy. — ^0 soul, treasure up these things, and 
endeavour to improve from them. Ever bear io 
mind, that thou art in thyself a poor unworthy crea- 
ture, incapable, without superior assistance, of per* 
forming acceptably the least service in the Lord's 
vineyard; — Oh! Iherefore, be cautious never to 
move, till his instructive voice is intelligibly heard. 

18M. — Oh! for a more steady, watchful frame of 
mind! 

19M. — An excellent week-day meeting. Several 
lively testimonies, tending to encourage the labori- 
ous to hold on their way without fainting. The 
Lord be thanked ! 

20M. — Cautiously guard against levity in thy con- 
duct and conversation. Labour earnestly to set thy 
children an example of daily prudence and sobriety. 

2\st. — Heard this morning of the death of C — ^. 

Soliloquy and Remarks, — Mayest thou, my soul, 
receive instruction from this affecting event Deep- 
ly vei*sed in human policy, this man acquired an 
extensive influence over people of various ranks and 
persuasions. He was a great stickler for morality; 
but alas! this is often unaccompanied with those 
warm benevolent affections of heart, which arise 
from pure innate virtue. As he was hastily advan- 
cing towards the summit of his wishes, flushed with 
health, in the meridian of his glory, the hand of 
death arrested him. A few days ago, he was gay 
and well, and now a sad object of commiseration, 
forever hid in the narrow enclosures of the tomb. 

Oh! what is man! and what are all the lionours 
of the world! He, a shadow, and they, delusive 
phantoms. 

Behold here, my soul^ the dark conclasion of all 
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that this world can bestow. May the love of God; 
pure, undefiled religion, be invariably the ol]ject of 
thy pursuit: for when all things else fail, and the 
world forever recedes, it shall rise into dominion, 
and bear thee to a blessed eternity! 

22£L — A sweet time, as I walked alone to Fairhill 
meeting. A precious illumination, evidencing that 
the impatience of the creature under the forming 
hand of the great Master workman, — ^its activity, 
and desires to arise and enter into labour, without 
waiting to be duly qualified, — ^have a direct tenden- 
cy to mar the work of grace in the heart, and pro- 
duce a spurious, untimely birth. 

We read that John the Baptist, that "greatest of 
prophets,*' was in the wUderness, until his showing 
forth unto the people. In the wilderness, — a place 
remote, secluded from the knowledge and attention 
of mankind. The apostles also, were commanded 
by their Lord, **to tarry at Jerusalem, till they 
were endued with power from on high.*' 

May I often seriously ponder the important in- 
struction herein conveyed to the seeking soul! 

24th. — At monthly meeting; — business manage^ 
to pretty good satisfaction. Soon after coming out 
of meeting, my laughter was excited in an unseemly 
manner, by a friend who represented a circumstance 
In a ludicrous light. Oh ! for a more steady atten* 
tion to true sobriety. 

Lord, preserve me in humility and watchfulness. 
Show me more and more clearly, the necessity of 
having all my religious movements in thy will. 

29M. — Spent this day in retirement, and at three 
meetings. A time of some strength and encourage* 
mwU The watchword Qf the day is, "seek more 



280 JAMBS hamtok's' diart. 

opportunities of coming to a state of true mental 
silence.** 

SOtlL — Renieinber the watchword of yesterday. 

31^/. — Favoured with an humble, teachable frame 
of mind. 

9th mo. IsL- — Mind low, humble, and deeply 
^exercised in the school. Oh ! that I may be enabled 
faithfully to discharge my duty herein. 

3d. — ^Bxceeded tlw holy bounds of moderation in 
my conversation. 

4th. — ^Dejected in mind, and rather peevish, so as 
to give too much way to anger, in a trying oecur- 
rence in school. 

5M. — Comforted early this morning, with a belief 
that the protecting arm of Divine Love is ever 
around his flock for good. At two meetings; — ^saw 
the excellency of true patience and resignation un- 
der sufferings; and liope I was enabled to make 
some advances towards this desirable situation. 

6ihy 1th, — Mind in a low, suffering state. 

8M. — Experienced the prdpriety of this caution, 
"Defer not till to-morrow, what thou oughtest to do 
to-day.'* 

9th. — A painful, heavy meeting. Blessed^with a 
comfortable degree of resignation to the allotments 
of Providence. 

l\th. — When, from an apprehension of duty, 
thou feelest an inward motion to speak to others, 
beware that thou enlarge not beyond the opening 
before thee. Attend carefully to the matter and 
manner. 

12 th. — At three low, afflictive meetings. Com- 
forted with this text, "The just shall live by faith.'" 

13M, 16 th. — A low, depressed season; but fa^ 
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voured with some encouragement at a week-day 
meeting. 

18M.— Too external in mind, and too little atten- 
tive to strict propriety of conduct 

19M. — Too indolent at meetings. Weakly sunk 
under a temptaticm. How affectingly have I expe- 
rienced the truth of this assertion, ^^My righteous- 
ness is as rags.*' 

80M. — ^Wounded the feelings of a friend, by an 
incautious contradiction. Carefully guard that little 
incendiary, the tongue. 

21^^.— At monthly meeting; experienced the ne- 
cessity to be cautious, not only of speaking too 
much, but also, of not speaking enough. We may 
sometimes be improperly silent. Oh! that I may in- 
crease in concern, to attend punctually to the motion 
of the inspeaking word of life. 

24th, — In some instances, too little attentive to 
preserve that steady deportment, becoming my pro- 
fession. 

2Bth. — At Yearly Meeting. This morning, a 
testimony from Friends of Great Britain, lately re- 
ceived, concerning Thomas Ross, was read, to the 
comfort and instruction of many present. A strong 
desire hath attended, that I may be lastingly benefit- 
ed thereby. 

30th, — At a meeting for worship. Have been 
lately under'deep discouragement of mind, but was 
this morning revived and strengthened. William 
Savery in a short, powerful testimony, addressed to 
the youth, used the following expressions with pecu* 
liar energy; "The Lord hath n^ed of you." 

lOM mo. 6th. — Have, latterly, under great po- 
verty and abasement of mind, been &voured with 
24* 
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aome precious seasons, in which have experienced a 
comfortable degree of resignation to the Master's 
will concerning me. 



EULOGIUM 

On a very amiable Pupil, Anne •dnderson, daugh- 
ter qf William Anderson^ of Philadelphia. — 
Written chiejlg to benefit her surviving compa- 
nions. 

'^Escap'd from life, and all its train of ills. 
Which, ah! too sure the hoary pilgrim feels; 
To shorter trial doomed, and lighter toil. 
Ere sin could tempt her, or the world defile, 
She, favoured innocent, retires to rest, 
Tastes but the cup of sorrow, and is blest." 

As the righteous are pronounced "blessed," even 
in death; so a tribute of commemoration appears 
due to the memory of those little ones, whose pru- 
dence and virtue raised them to eminent stations 
among their companions. Dear, much loved Aman- 
da, whose cold remains have just been solemnly 
committed to the dust, holds her rank among the 
foremost of this distinguished class. 

Amanda's temper was naturally cheerful, but ge- 
nerally preserved from any tincture of improper 
levity. Blessed with great sensibility of heart, and 
an unusual degree of good nature, her actions were 
finely blended with an air of sweetness and ease. 
These amiable qualities, together with modesty and 
humility, a kind disposition to oblige, and a pru- 
dence and native digmty of manners, rarely found 
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ID those of her age, united to render the dear girl 
conspicuously amiable. 

Patient of control^ unwearied in application, she 
advanced with rapidity in the paths of science, pro* 
per for her to tread. Although early raised from 
the lowest, to the highest station among her fellow 
students, her humility and sweetness of temper were 
such, that envy, finding nothing for malevolence to 
work upon, turned away, and was silent before l^r» 

When contemplating the loss of so much worth, 
how can we but exclaim: — Oh! inexorable Death! 
why should this tender, this promising plant, fall 
beneath thy unrelenting hand? Why didst thou not 
rather arrest some stupid, some wqfthless mortal, 
who lives but to burden creation? Why not rather, 
some slave of dissipation, who bows at the shrine of 
intemperance and folly; and whose contagious ex^ 
ample spreads extensive ruin? 

Dear, lovely maidiin! how can we but lament the 
loss of thee! So some fair floweret of the vale, 
scarce beginning to unfold its fragrant foliage on the 
mild bosom of spring, torn from its native stalk, is 
cast forth to rise no more, fiut restrain your tears, 
ye sorrowing relatives* Amanda is happy. Pleas- 
ing thought! Even now, perhaps, numbered among 
the beati&ed spirits, a smiling seraph, she exults in 
glory, forever separated from the temptations, the 
sorrows, and vicissitudes of human life. 

Ye dear and tender companions of Amanda, who 
loved her when living, and at her death, dropped 
over her the tear of commiseration, remember her, 
and be instructed. From her early departure out oi 
time, learn the sad reality of what hath often been 
told you; — that Death awaits erery period of hunian 
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life; and with a hasty summons taketh from the 
world the youth as well as the aged. — And let a re- 
collection of Amanda's affability and patience^ her 
readiness to oblige, and all her nameless virtues, 
animate your exertions to tread her path. 



REFLECTIONS, 

Occasioned by an extraordinary exhibition ofpa- 
radCf at a wedding among Friends, 

Why should the glare of human grandeur, so 
much attract our attention? Why should we be 
dazzled with j^ {Pompous display of that which is 
unsubstantial, and confers no real worth? Those 
who now exhibit such conspicuous examples of ter- 
restrial greatness — ^where are their fathers? Could 
their riches exempt them from the stroke of death? 
No: covered with dust, and food for worms, they 
are now no way superior to their meanest cotempo- 
raries. As they are, so shall these, their descendants 
be, who, now clothed in grandeur, so much excite 
the admiration of superficial observers. 

How vain is human glory I and how unsubstantial 
that happiness which is founded thereon! Weak is 
the basis, and tottering the superstructure. A few 
y earns shall take from us the power of possession. 
Sickness, and a train of destructive incidents, await 
every period of human life, and render extremely 
uncertain, the tenure of all its enjoyments. And 
were it possible for us to pass through the different 
stages of our existence here, unmolested with these 
sorrows, and in the uninterrupted enjoyment of all 
that this world can afford; yet we are sure that a few 
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revolving suns must measure out the round of our 
pleasures, and the solemn shades of death forever 
separate us from the delusive phantoms of human 
glory. 

Hence, the truly wise in all ages, strongly im- 
pressed with a sense of the real emptiness of earthly 
enjoyments, have had their affections, raised from 
these grovelling pursuits, and fixed upon what is 
infinitely more substantial. They have been anima- 
ted in their endeavours to gain admittance into the 
mansions of future felicity, prepared for the righ- 
teous, into which, nothing impure can ejter enter; 
and from whence, by an immutable decree of the 
Most High, all sorrow, sickness and death are 
eternally precluded. 



It is our practice in school| when the busm^^ i» 
gone through, to cause the children frequently to sit 
awhile in silence, before they are dismissed. The 
following lines are an attempt to explain to them 
the reason of the practice. ^ 

Dear Girls, 

During the seasons of our sitting in silence, I 
have frequently been sorry on observing in many of 
you, not only a bodily restlessness, but an unsettled 
state of mind; regretting, perhaps, that your time is 
thus spent, in a manner, which to you may appear 
unprofitable. 

Very important is it to be properly acquainted 
with true silence of mind; and that children should 
early be instructed in it, is agreeable to true wisdom, 
and perfectly consonant with the judgment of many 
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persons emiDent for piety and virtue. Of this num^ 
ber was the late justly celebrated Dr. FdthergiU, 
who ranks it among the essentials in the education 
of youth. 

As many of you, dear girls, appear not to know 
what is meant by this state ofHlencej which has so 
frequently been mentioned to you, and the know- 
ledge of which is so essential to us all, I have been 
induced to attempt an explanation of it, in order 
thereby to render this important duty more intelli- 
gible to your understandings. 

Having taken your seats, endeavour to become 
still and quiet, carefully avoiding ^conversation, and 
whatever else may have a tendency to divert the 
mind. 

Collect all your attention, and seriously ruminate 
on the actions in which you have taken a part, since 
you rose in the morning. If you have done any 
evil, naughty action, which you know to be wrong, 
the remembrance will give you pain: — you will ex- 
perience a secret uneasiness of mind, which is in- 
separably connected with bad actions. If you have 
been good, obedient children, and behaved well; at 
the recollection thereof you will feel a secret joy, a 
pleasing serenity of mind, — ever the liappy attend? 
ants of conscious virtue. 

Now this inwardly collected situation, in which 
we endeavour to call off our attention from all the 
objects about us, and settle down into quietude both 
of body and mind, is what is meant by that state of 
mental silence^ I am wishing to explain and recom^ 
mend. 

This pain or joy^ felt in the secret of the mind, 
on the recollection of. our good or evil actions, is 
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what the Society of Friends style the strivings of 
the Spirit of Truth; and people of other religious 
denominations, — the convictions of Conscience. 

However strange it may appear to some, it has 
been the indubitable experience of thousands, that 
as this secret sense is frequently and seriously atten- 
ded to, it will gradually enlarge, and become more 
evident to the mind; not only reproving for evil 
when committed, but discovering to us things in 
their natute or tendency wicked, and, through Di- 
vine assistance, giving strength to avoid them. 

As this most excellent principle thus influences 
the mind, it discovers to us our weakness and im- 
perfection, and leads to an acquaintance with infinite 
Goodness. As we are hereby made sensible of our 
errors and wants, and of his inimitable perfections, 
his benevolence and mercy, — we are, at times, fa- 
voured with a qualification to entreat him, in a pro- 
per manner, for his forgiveness, and continued pro- 
tection. 

Hence we see, this silent waiting, when proper- 
ly practiced, is productive of the most important 
instruction: it makes us acquainted with ourselves, 
and directs, with certainty, to the true source of all 
real and acceptable devotion. 



lOM mo. 20th^ 1790. A number of Southern 
Indians, with their Chieftain, who is a man of much 
note among them, spent several days, during the 
course of last summer, in this city. They were on 
their way to Congress, then sitting in New York, 
and sent to establish a peace between us and their 
nations. At the request of the President of the 
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United States, great attention and respect were 
shown them by the citizens, while among us. 

As they came from a country far south, and were 
thought to he much unacquainted with the principles 
of our religious society, Friends were desirous of 
having a conference with them, in order to lay be- 
fore them the peaceable tenets of our profession: 
accordingly, a considerable number met, and appoint- 
ed several judicious Friends present, to wait upon 
them for that purpose. As we were waiting in si- 
lence, before this appointment took place, our ancient 
friend, Isaac Zane, delivered, in a lively, weighty 
manner, the following instructive, narrative, respect- 
ing some Indians at a former treaty held with them 
at Lancaster. 

^' Among the Indians who resorted to the Treaty, 
were three, who came from a fcr country, and who 
knew so little of the Europeans, as to be unacquaint- 
ed with the use of fire arms. These kept much by 
themselves, spoke but little, and appeared very shy 
of the white people. One, who, with many other 
Friends, was present at the treaty, felt an engage- 
ment pf mind to have a religious conference with 
these strangers. He spoke to them under a solemn, 
weighty frame of mind. The power attending bis 
language penetrated their hearts, and tears trickled 
down their cheeks. They were greatly afifected; 
and, stretching forth their arms, and closing their 
hands, said in their figurative manner; ^ We will 
take it in our hands. We will hold it fast: — we 
will lose none of it: — we will carefully bear it to 
our brethren^ and there open wide our hands, and 
spread it Joy fully among them.^ ^' 
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To the humane, to the- philanthropic Christian, a 
pleasing evidence this, of the universality of the 
grace of Opd; and a cogent argument against those 
narrow systems, which would confine this most pre- 
cious gift, to particular sects of communities of men. 



1^^ mo^ \Qthj 1791« — 'It has been a time of deep 
poverty of mind to me, for some time past. My 
way, both inwardly and outwardly, has been blocked 
up. I have felt myself as a^ forlorn stranger in the 
world, and as the most unworthy of my species.^ 
Was yesterday, through the ministry of Rebecca 
Ridgway, favoured with a reviving visitation of love, 
from the great Dispenser of all our blessings. My 
soul has beenr humbly tfianMul for this renewed at- 
tention; and my fervent desires are, that I may 
strive daily to live answerably to his great and un- 
merited loTe; that X may make a more perfect sur» 
render of all my desires and affections to his will, 
and niore and more devote my time and talents to 
his service. *? 

2(WA. — A favoured time at week-day meeting. 
Resignation to Divine appointment, prevalent. Seal- 
ed upon my understanding, that if for Christ's sake 
I becbmo a man of no repute in the world, and suffer 
reproach and neglect, a reward of peace shall be laid 
up for me, against the solemn day of decision. 

A BIRTH-DAY REFLECTION. 

Come, my soul, retired from the world, and all 
its commotions and delusive pleasures, dedicate, in 
silence this evening, to instructive meditation. 
Vol. I.— 25 
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How solemn is it, seriously to reflect on the silent 
l&pse of time! Seven and twenty suns have run t^eir 
annual course, since thou wast called into being. 
ThuSy already has passed, more. than an equal share 
of a longer life, than thou hast reason to expect; and 
what hast thou done? Important is the consideration ! 

A few years back, thou wast but an infant, envel- 
oped in all the shades of ignorance; now, arrived to 
the state of manhood, thou art busied in the various 
scenes of life; — -and many years cannot elapse, ere 
this frail body must return to native \lust, and the 
immortal spirit ascend before the awful Judge, to 
receive a retribution according to the actions, in 
which thou art now daily engrossed. Oh! then, 
cast around thee an eye of solicitude, and see what 
thou art doing; — ^how thy accounts stand! 

The Lord's providence hath been stretched over 
thee: he hath favoured thee with many blessings: — 
art thou living answerably to his benevolent regard? 
Year after year, fraught with renewed mercies, hath 
passed over thy head. Let, therefore, no murmur 
ever enter tby heart; but, sensible of much weak- 
ness, let deep humility and gratitude influence every 
thought and action. 

A large portion of thy life has passed; and Oh! 
how little hast thou done in the Master's vineyard! 
Many of thy former companions and near connex- 
ions, since thou attainedst the years of understand- 
ing, have been removed from works to rewards. 
Thou, art still continued in probation. Th^t thy 
time is thus extended, — that thou art favoured with 
an opportunity of preparing for the solemn change; 
esteem thou as an unspea]cable mercy. 



I 
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Oh! 'remember with shame, thy former inactivi- 
ty and unwatchfulness; — thy former self-willedness 
and disobedience; and anxiously strive to double 
thy diligence, that no future day or hour may pass 
unimproved. 

Lord! guard my life. Oh! animate me to run the 
race thou hast set before me! Create in me a clean 
heart, and renew within me a right spirit. Teach 
me to number my days, that I may see how frail 1 
an>. Finally, Oh! be pleased, through all the perils 
of my journey here, to preserve me s6 chaste and 
upright, so obedient in all things to thy holy will, 
that I may be strengthened to stand before thee un- 
dismayed, in thy great and terrible day of judgment. 



IQihmo. \st, 1791. 

This morning closed the sittings of the Yearly 
Meeting, held ia this city for Pennsylvania, &c. It 
has been attended by a very large collection of 
Friends, and evidently favoured with our great Mas- 
ter's attention.. 

The memberjs present w«re, by a number of con- 
cerned brethren, pressed with much animation, to 
come up with increasing diligenoe in the diacharge 
of the various branches of out Christian profession. 

Friends were earnestly excited to guard against a 
drowsy spirit in our religious meetings ;-^to keep as 
much as possible out of the spirit and maxims of the 
world; avoiding to meddle with state affairs, seeing 
they too often are conducted in an ambition and 
craft, opposite to the doctrines delivered 1)y our ho- 
ly, self-denying Leader, tvho declared, " My king- 
dom is not of this world." 
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Parents and heads of families were admonished of 
the urgent necessity of maintaining such a pious cir- 
cumspection in all their moyements, as that their 
conduct and conversation might powerfully speak 
forth to those under their care, this instructive lan- 
guage: ^^ Follow us, as you see us follow Christ.'^ 
Oh! that I may long retain the impressions made, 
during these solemn seasons! 

At this Yearly Meeting, Isaac Coats became con- 
spicuous among his brethren. He is a middle-aged 
man, and has never as yet appeared in the ministe- 
rial line; but spoke several times to business, in such 
a pertinent and weighty manner^as to impress the 
minds of many Friends with a pleasing hope, that 
he is a vessel, chosen by the Master, and designed 
for extensive services in his family. 

We had also at this meeting the acceptable compa- 
ny of Robert Nesbitt, from the Eastern States. 

He came from England to America, and landed 
at Boston, about the year 1765. Being possessed of 
but little property, he wrought as a common labour- 
er, at such business as . he could procure, and was 
qualified for. Some time after his arrival in Ame- 
rica, he became convinced of the principles of Truth, 
as professed by our religious society;' and, giving 
diligent attention to the gradual discoveries of grace 
and truth in the heart, he in a few yiears, proved as 
a burning and shining light 

He is a person of great temperance and self-denial. 
His dress and appearance are remarkably plain and 
simple; his clothing throughout being of the natural 
colour, and void of all superfluous appendages. 

He uses no sugar, coffee nor tea; nor any of those 
delicacies of life^ which^ wben. strictly traced^ are 
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found to flow to us through impure channels. His 
testimony is against the use of silver, in vessels and 
articles of household furniture; nay, so remarkably 
intent is he in the performance of what he believes 
required of him, in ordej* to preserve an undefiled 
heart, as to decline, as much as possible, all use of . 
money. 

Thus, this virtuous man, disentangled from those 
trammels, that are as the main cords which tie down 
to the world the hearts and affections of mankind in 
general, — ^is at liberty to perform with alacrity all 
his Master's commands. Being elevated above the 
sordid views of earth, and slavish fear of man, he, 
with undaunted boldness, lays the axe to the root 
of the corrupt tree, unmindful of the smiles or frowns 
of the self-righteous professor, who loves to hear 
only smooth things. 

As a polished shaft, shot from the bow of the Mas- 
ter Archer, his labwirs among us were peculiarly 
searching, tending to penetrate the false rests; to 
pierce and -alarm the lukewarm and hypocritical: 
bqt to proper objects, he was as a vernal shower, 
replenished by the supreme Husbandman, and di- 
rected to diffuse its waters over his parched vine^ 
yard, to the revival of the drooping plants. 

When I see him rise, through the powerful influ- 
ence of Divine grace, superior to all opposition, and 
nobly tread under foot, the petty dignities and dis» 
tinctions which prevail among men — I behold, pic- 
tured before the view of my mind, one of those me- 
morable worthies of old, "of whom the world was 
not worthy." 

These remarks are not penned, with a view to ex- 
dt the creature; we are all, when left to ourselves, - 
♦ 25* 
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poor, weak and fallible; but they are intended to il- 
InaCrate the surprisiBg efficacy of the holy principle 
of Truth, when duly attended to, and nurtured in 
the heart 

ReJUctions. 

My aool, let the example of this worthy man, teach 
thee to pat a just estimate on the good things of this 
life. Neither receive them unthankfully, nor suffer 
thyself to be to5 much engrossed in them; use them 
aB^eryants; but let them by no means have the as- 
cendency over thee. 

Remember^ that all the true followers of Jesus 
Christ, having his holy example in view, and their 
affections centred in his kingdom of immutable qui- 
etude and happiness, pass through time as sojourn- 
ers, regarding all that this world affords, only as it 
may forward their journey to that blessed state of 
peace and love. 

^d month 2^th, 1792. 

A Friendy at one of our late meetings for worship,^ 
delivered a short, pertinent discourse, setting forth 
the excellency of humility and resignation. He re- 
commended to us, to endeavour always to live in 
such a temper of mind, as in sincerity to adopt the 
following sentiments, with which he concluded: — 
"O Lord! I am the clay, and thou the potter. For- 
sake not the workmanship of thy hands." 

How great, and l^ow necessary a work it is, my 
soul, to become as the passive clay! May thy un- 
wearied exertions be, to attain this desirable end. 
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«/^ short account of the death of my sister , Sara^i 
Hamtouywho deceased the l5thofihe 3d month, 
1792. 

It pleased the all-wise Disposer of events, to re- 
move her from us in the prime of life, having only 
attained the twenty-third year of her age: and, be- 
ing comforted under a happy assurance, that, taken 
**from the evil to come,'* she now rests in peace 
with God, — a brother, for his own fitture satisfaction 
and instruction, is induced to preserve the following 
brief memorial concerning her. 

She bore her last illness with fortitude, heing sel- 
dom heard to utter a complaint, or an impatient ex- 
pression : although it was evident to those about her, 
that she underwent great conflicts of mind, she en- 
dured them in meekness and silence, having free- 
dom to communicate but little of her sensations ta 
any one. 

Some brief remarks, which she dropped near the 
elose of her time, evidenced a mind happily acquaint- 
ed with the Divine life, and, in measure, prepared 
to meet the solemn change. An aunt, whom she 
much loved, having one day watched with her a 
considerable time, without conversation or noise,, 
she took by the hand, and drawing her towards her,, 
aaid, ^^Oht how pleasing is silence and quietude !"^ 
with more words, expressive of the strength and 
consolation with which she was favoured^ during 
such seasons^ 

The day before her decease, having sat for near 
an hour, still and silextt,^ reclining her head on her 
aunt's bosom, she at length said: ^^I believe I must 
leave this world -^ don't thee thuik so» aunt?'^ Her 
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aunt replied, she thought it looked likely. After 
pausing some time, she calmly said; ^^I have had 
many precious and heavenly seasons; in which it 
has been the fervent desire of my spirit, that I might 
never do any thing which would bring a dishonour 
upon the Truth, or my parents; and if I go now, I 
have a hope it will be well with me." 

Shortly after this, she proceeded in much quiet- 
ude and recollection, to give some directions con- 
cerning her burial, and the manrier in whiph she 
wished her clothes, and some other little matters, 
might be distributed among her connexions and 
friends; and concluded, in an a%cting manner, by 
requesting her aunt not to divulge these matters, till 
she was laid in the ground, and all was done. 

J. H. 



Note. — James Hamton departed this life a few months nfier the 
decease of his sister Sarah. The following interesting Memorial 
concerning him, was written hy his sister Elizabeth Blamton. 

A TESTIMONY 

Concerning James Hamton^ deceased. 

My dear brother James being often fresh in my 

mind, I think- there is something from me due to 

his memory. When he was but young, it was his 

■practice to write down passages of Scripture, and of 

other good books, that most touched his mind; and 

in reading them over, he was often tendered,>and 

secret desires were raised In his heart, that as he 

grew in years he might grow in grace. And he 

who hath promised never to forsaka those that seek 

him, waft pleased to be with, and preserve him, in a 

good measure, out of the vanities and vain pastimes, 

that poor, unsteady youth, are too often prone to. 
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About, the twentieth year of his age, having suffi- 
cient learning, he undertook school-keeping, which 
proved a very arduous employment, he being anx- 
ious to. do his duty by those under his care; and 
even when reproving them for their faults, it was 
with such love and tenderness that they generally 
loved and esteemed him. The sufferings of his 
mind, arising from the nature of the business, redu- 
ced him to a more humble, teachable situation, than 
he had before experienced. Feeling also his many 
imperfections and wants, he was ]ed into solitude 
and retirement^ and in time, as he says, became in 
a measure acquainted with the nature of silent, 
spiritual prayer. 

In the year 1766, the school at his native place 
growing small, he removed to the free school in 
Montgomery. Here, he, was favoured to reside in 
the family of doctor Charles Moore and Milcah 
Martha, his wife, valuable Friends, who treated him 

» 

with kindness, and whose parental regard he has 
often mentioned with gratitude. The latter part of 
the summer, 1766, his worthy friends^ doctor Moore 
and wife, concluded to remo^^ to town. Atid as he 
knew not how to part with them, and finding the 
school at Montgomery attended with much labour 
and trouble, they invited him to remove with them, 
and very kindly interested themselves on his behalf. 
After many serious considerations on the matter, 
and earnest petitions to the great Parent of all good*, 
that he would be pleased to direct his goings; he 
agreed to accompany them. They introduced him 
to the notice of several valuable friends in the city, 
who furnished him with a number of little gir]% 
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Upon whom he waited as an instructer in several 
useful branches of learning. 

After passing several months in Philadelphia, un- 
der various trials and discouragements, his prospects 
as to this world, began, in the spring of 1787, to as- 
sume a more pleasing appearance; but, paying a visit 
to bis relations^ in Bucks county, on considering 
attentively the forlorn situation of schools among 
them, he was unexpectedly and strongly impressed 
with a sense of duty to serve them once more. This 
being much against his natural inclination and in- 
terest as a man, proved a very serious trial; but 
through Divine assistance, he was enabled to submit 
to it, and resign all, in hopes of gaining that peace 
which the world and all its riches cannot bestow. 

Having occupied the school at Wrightstown, for 
about two years, and finding his mind comfortably 
released therefrom, he turned his attention once 
more towards a residence in Philadelphia; and feel- 
ing a freedom in his mind, he joined with Joseph 
Inskeep, in the school-teaching business; which he 
continued from a sense of duty, believing his great 
Master had called him to dedicate his time to the 
service of the rising youth. 

Being of a tender constitution, his health, through 
close confinement and much exercise of mind, be- 
came considerably impaired, and he thbught it ne- 
cessary to quit his business for a season; during 
which, he concluded to take a journey as far as Red- 
stone, in company with his dear friend, Alexander 
Wilson, as d means of improving his health. But 
Divine Providence thought fit to order it otherwise, 
and to cut short his w^rk in righteousness. 
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iPaying a visit to his parents and relations in 
Bucks county, in order to take his leave of theniy 
and prepare for his intended journey; on the morn<» 
ing of the day of his decease, he visited a relative in 
the neighbourhood, and had thoughts of going far- 
ther, but not feeling easy in his mind, returned 
home; after which, in conversation with his mother, 
he expressed a belief, that his. time would not belong 
iq this world. About two o'clock in the afternoon, 
he was taken with a discharge of blood, supposed to 
arise from a blood-vessel breaking in his lungs. He 
expressed no fear or anxiety on the occasion, nor 
manifested any alarm, on so sudden an approach of 
death; but his mind, appeared calm and composed, 
as a morning without clouds, and his soul centred 
in Divine love, evincing that he had made timely 
preparation for the solemn close. He quietly de- 
parted this life about five o'clock in the evening, on 
the 7th of tha 8th month, 1792, in the twenty-ninth 
year of hi? age^ and on the 9th, was interred in 
Friends' burying ground^ at Wrightstown, after 
which a solemn meeting was held. 

Elizabeth Hamton. 



MEMOIRS OF JOSHUA EVANS. 

< 

Joshua EvaQS was a native of New Jersey. His 
father, Thomas Evans, of Evesham, was an approved 
minister, much esteemed by Friends, through the 
course of a long life of about ninety years. Joshua 
was born in 173 !> He is said to have been a lively 
youth, but when he grew up, he became more set- 
tled and serious. At about the age of twenty-two, 
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he married, and resided a short time near Mount 
Holly. He afterwards settled on the south side of 
Cooper's Creek, in Gloucester county, within the 
limits of Haddonfield monthly meeting. Here he 
became conspicuous for the uprightness of his life, 
and the purity of his ministry^ His labours for pro- 
moting the cause of Truth, met the approbation of 
his friends, and his visits were extended not only to 
the neighbouring meetings, but to some places more 
remote. 

In attending to the impressions made upon his 
mind, he was led into much circumspection, and be- 
lieved it was his duty to walk in a path more circum- 
scribed, than that in which the generality of profes- 
sors appeared to be travelling. His concern was, to 
suffer the axe to be applied to the root of corruption; 
to maintain a faithful testimony to the truth in all 
its bearings; and to preserve a consistency therewith 
in conduct and character. We find him early in- 
culcating the duties of temperance, enforcing his ad- 
vices by an example of abstinence from the use, not 
only of ardent spirits, but of other intoxicating 
liquors. 

Anthony Benezet in his work, called "The mighty 
destroyer displayed: in some account of the dread- 
ful havoc made by the mistaken use as well as abuse 
of distilled spirituous liquors," printed 1774, fur- 
nishes the following interesting relation concerning 
the subject of this memoir. ' 

'< Last summer, Joshua Evans of Haddonfield, be- 
ing convinced that the use of rum and other spiritu- 
ous liquors, was extremely hurtful to the labouring 
people, more especially during the time of harvest, 
apprehended it to be his duty, to become an exam- 
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pie in opposition to this pernicious custom; and he 
concluded to run all risks-of loss and damage, which 
might happen to himself by the Jelay of bringing in 
his harvest, rather. than comply with a custom which 
he apprehended to be so destructive of his fellow 
me»." 

'^He therefore offered sixpence per day more than 
other fairmers, to such labourers as were willing to 
assist in bringing in his harvest, on condition that 
no. spirituous liquors should be used in his fields. 
Notwithstanding the singularity of such a proposal, 
a sufficient number of labourers offered themselves, 
to whom he remarked, ^That the hurrying manner 
in which the people drove on their labour in the 
harvest field, caused an unnatural ferment and heat 
in their bodies, and of course an excessive thirst en- 
sued; which often occasioned their drinking water, 
or small liquors, in' such immoderate degrees as to 
become hurtful and very dangerous;-^that this was 
generally assigned as a reason for the use of spirituous 
liquors; and that in order to avoid these extremes, he 
proposed to lead them himself in the harvest work, 
desiring they would go no faster than he did.' They 
acted accordingly, and his corn was cut down and 
brought in, as well, if not better, than eyer it had 
been before: and though the people drank little but 
water, or milk and water, choosing it rather than 
cider and water, or small beer, which they were not 
used to; they went through their business with 
satisfaction to him and themselves. This person 
has pursued the same course with .labourers he has 
hired for other work; who, though accustomed to 
spirituous liquors, after having served him several 
days, have frankly acknowledged they have done 
Vol. 1.— 26 
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very well without them^ finding th^neelyes in s 
better state both of body and mind, than when ^ttey 
began to work for him.'' 

His coneem to promote peaee and good-will 
amongst men, frequently eng^d^him in endeavours 
to reconcile contending partiesw Considering that 
all hostile measares wens inconsistent with the pari- 
ty of Uie christian religion, he believed it was bi» 
duty to stand disconnected with the spirit of strife 
and animosity, and to maintain a bumble and hu- 
mane disposition; In pnrsning this subject, he fotitid 
it expedient to refrain from active compliance with 
demands, the object of which was the promotion of 
warlike measures; and to make no dte of those ini* 
ported articles, upon which were laid duties that 
were appropriated, in part, to similar purposes. — 
Hence, we find him partaking of neither tea nor 
cofiee, sugar nor molasses, salt, nor many other 
articles and conveniences that seem to us like essen- 
tials in the comforts of life. 

By a close attention to the Divine principle, his 
mind became centred in that disposition, which de- 
lights to exercise goodness towards every thing that 
is capable of feeling. Tracing the progress of a spi- 
rit of cruelty, from the exercise of it on the inferior 
ranks of creation, up to the carnage of war^ and the 
destruction of human life and human happiness^ he 
apprehended it was right for him, so to dear his 
hands from blood, as to abstain from the use of ani- 
'^ mal food, and of leather made of the skins of beasts 
that had been killed. But he had no objection to the 
use of skins that were taken from creatures dying 
naturally. Such, when he could procure them, he 
had dressed for his use, without any colouring but 
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that whnA was natural to the leather. His usual 
food was bread and milk — butter without salt- 
apple pie without shorten ing-^fruit, boiled eggs, 
and potatoes. His dress was of domestic- fabrication, 
altogether in its natural colour, and clear of super* 
fiuous appendages. 

In the transactions of business, Joshua Evans was 
governed by principle^ his temporal views being 
coaiined within the limits of a self-denying life, he 
was engaged, both by example and precept, to pro- 
mote the christian duties of justice and honesty--*- 
and in cautioning Friends against a worldly spirit, 
he represented '^extortion as a crying sin.'' 

As other Friends had been known to travel in a 
path admost as narrow, Joshua Evans's progress thus 
far does not appear to have excited doubts in the 
minds of his brethren generally. But when he per- 
mitted his beard to grow, many of his fV*iends be- 
came uneasy; apprehending he was running beyond 
the QiotiottS of Truth, into unprofitable imaiginations. 
They highly esteemed him before, and now extend- 
ed to him their earnest admonitions. The select 
Quarterly meeting, of which he was a member, ap- 
pointed a committee, ^^on account of his wearing 
hie beard and other singularities." The conference 
had with him .was conducted with ^'good temper," 
and a person who attended represents it to have 
been ^'a good edifying time," though very difierent 
sentiments appeared. But <Uhey left him with his 
beard on, ipuch as they found him. " 

Many Friends now* rather shunned him. la the 
seleot Yearly Meeting, it was observed that nobody 
chose to sit by him, till William Blakey, of Bucks 
OQunt^^ did SQ qod^r <to impression of duty — ^mueh 
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to his mortification, as he stated when he related 
the circumstance many years afterwards. 

The difficulties in the minds of many Friends to- 
wards Joshua Evans, were not soon removed. But 
his steady, upright, consistent conduct, at length 
made way for him, and his friends afanost univer- 
sally were satisfied he was a truly conscientious 
man, that was attending with sincerity to what he 
believed to be the requisitions of Truth. During 
the time of these difficulties, he repeatedly commu- 
nicated to the monthly meeting of which he was a 
member, a concern to travel i:o some distant places, 
and Friends were not free to give their assent; till, 
at length, the younger part of the assembly, divers 
of whom had never spoken in a meeting before, 
expressed such a hearty unity and concurrence, that 
those who had hitherto been unfavourable, relinquish- 
ed their objections, and Joshua Evans had liberty to 
visit New England, "after,^' as a friend who was 
present notes, ^Hhirteenor fourteen years struggle." 
This was in 1794. 

In the latter end of 1795, he returned from bis 
long journey through New England to Montreal, 
Quebec, and Nova Scotia, with certificates from 
divers parts, giving precious accounts of his accept- 
able service* 

In 1796, he returned from another journey to 
Otsego, Ganajoharie, the Genessee and Indian couq* 
try. In 1797, after fourteen months absence, Jbe 
returned from a visit to Carolina, Georgia, Virginia, 
Genessee country, and Redstone, and gave a satis- 
factory account of his journey. About the last of 
the 6th month, 1796, he returned from a journey .of 
four hundred miles in Virginia and Pennsylvania, 
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He then observed to his wife, that H seemed as 
though his laboars in America were clewed. 

A few days after, he fini?«hed his pilgrimage, in 
the sixty-eighth year of his age, as mentioned iti 
the following memorandum. ' 

John Hunt, in his notes, observes, — ^"8th of 7th 

< 

month was first-day: — this afternoon, fourth hour, 
was appointed to meet at the burial of Joshua Evans, 
and a vast concourse of people there was, of different 
colours. The Negroes and Indians, for whom he 
had been a great advocate, testified their regard* for 
him by attending his funeral, as well as the white 
people. Just as the company got to the meeting 
house, a verj'^ heavy shower of rain began. It was 
the time of their afternoon meeting. Nathan Smith 
and John Reeve, had good service, auid I had a share 
with them, to satisfaction. I believe the meeting 
ended solid and well. Concurring t^sti^^oni^ were 
given concerning this faithful devoted servant of the 
Lord, who seemed to have done his day's work, 
and died in a good old age, and was gathered like a 
shock of corn in its season. He told me last first- 
day, that in' returning from his late journey, when 
he set his foot on the Jersey shore, it felt to him as 
if he had done with, or nearly done with his native 
land; but the prospect of visiting England, or the 
European nations, had scarcely been out of his mind 
in his last journey: and I observe it is no rare or 
uncommon thing, for such Friends to be released 
and taken away under such prospects; a lesson of 
deep instruction and humility there is in such in- 
stances. This, our dear friend, died very suddenly. 
Having been at work in the field very early in the 
morning, he came to the house, washed himself, lay 
86* 
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jdowDy and told his wife he felt a pain at hiis breast, 
and was dead in the space of fire or six minutes 
after he came in, without further complaint or strug- 
gle; but after he lay down, went off as if he had 
gone to sleep." ^^ Between us there has been a dis- 
tinguished unity ever since I embarked in the cause 
of Truth. For then, he, as it were, took me by the 
hand, and steadied me as a father, and so he has been 
to me ever since." 

Joshua Evans left an interesting Journal of his life, 
travels, and religious exercises, which hai$ not yet 
been published. 

While the monthly meeting to which he belong- 
ed, was hesitating about his concern to travel, as be- 
fore noted, the following observations, without date 
or signature, appear to have been communicated to 
a Friend of that meeting. The author since discover- 
ed to be John Hunt, of Moorestown. 

*^ Beloved Friend, — 

Thou wilt hereby find it hath been on my 
mind, to communicate some thoughts to thee, re- 
specting our friend Joshua Evans's concern to visit 
New England, which now lays before your meeting 
for consideration. I remember, his fattier once laid 
a concern before the meeting at Haddonfield, to go 
to Old England on a religious visit; but Friends did 
not give him liberty. What their reasons were, I 
know not; perhaps they were sound and good; 
which I think they ought to be in a matter of such 
importance. 

Now to be brief, I suppose our friend Joshua's 
beard is the chief obstruction, or principle thing in 
the way: which, if a matter suflScient, I must leave 
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to better judges. However I hope it will do no 
hurt, to show thee-some of my thoughts on the sub<- 
ject. I have had opportunity to know the minds of 
many Friends, sLnd those of the first rank, and have 
observed very different sentiments, even amongst 
ministers and elders of the greatest note. Whether 
it is right for him to go to New England, I feel no- 
thing like taking upon me to judge; but to hinder 
him in his religious services on account of his beard, 
every circumstance duly considered, I cannot see to 
be -right. Read Rom. xiv., particularly verses 10 
and 17. Th^ contents of the chapter are^ men may 
not condemn one another for things indifferent; but 
take heed of giving offence in them. Now, with 
respect to shaving, the beard, if -we examine the 
scriptures, will it not appear a thing indifferent? Or 
however, that it was in early days, as it remains to 
be at this day, spm^ did shave, and some did not. 
We s^e some religious sects of people do not shave, 
but we must not condemn them for it 

Now to look back as far as Genesis, we find that 
Joseph, when Pharoah sent and called him, they 
brought him hastily out of the dungeon, and it seems 
he had his beard oh, for it is said he shaved himself, 
and changed his raiment, and went in unto Pharoah. 
In 2d Samuel, Hanun took David's servants and 
shaved one half of their beards, and the men were 
greatly ashamed. And the king said, tarry at Jeri- 
cho till your beards be grown, and then return; 
Here it seems a thhig indifferent in one sense. We 
see some were ashamed to be seen without their 
beard, and some with it. 

It seems it was a rare thing in Jeremiah's time, to 
see men shaved, or that it was on some particular oc- 
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easion, they did shave. In chapter xli. he mentions 
fourscore men having their beards shaven. 

In the Levitical law it is said, — ^^neither shalt 
thou mar the corners of thy beard." In 1st Samuel, 
David let his spittle- fall on his beard, 8d Samuel, 
Mephibosheth trimmed not his beard. Joab took 
Amasa by the beard to kiss him. And we find that 
Ezra wore his beard. In a time of mourning for 
the trespasses of the people, he says, '^ when I heard 
this thing, I rent my garment and my mantle, and 
plucked off the hair of my head and of my beard, 
and sat down astooied.^' See Psalm cxxxiii. Behold 
how good and hrow pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity, (mark, not differ with one 
another about beard, or no beard,) it is like the 
precious ointment that ran down upon the beard, 
even Aaron's beard, that went down to the skirts of 
his garment As the Bew of Hermon, and as the 
dew that descended upon tiie mountains of Zion, for 
there the Lord commanded the blessing, eve6 life 
for ever more. 

Now it is worthy of remarking, how powerful 
custom is. I think there is room to conclude from 
many accounts in scripture, that they wore their 
beards for ornament. See Isaiah xv. in an account 
of the lamentable state of Moab, — '<0n all their 
heads shall be baldness, and every beard cut off." 
And in Jeremiah xlviii. "For every head shall i>e 
bald, and every beard clipped." It seems plain the 
prophet Ezekiel wore his beard: See chxtp. v- And 
that they had barbers too in those days, for he is 
commanded to take a barber's razor, and cause it to 
pass upon his head . and upon his beard. And it 
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seems plain from Isaiah vii. 20, it was a common 
thing to wear their beards. 

I find in more latter time^ amdngst the martyrs 
they wore their beards, even the most noted, to wit, 
bishops Ridley, Latimer, and Cranmer, whom Wil- 
liam Penn mentions with great respect 

I want- to be brief, so as a little to relieve my 
mind. Joshua is a Friend now advanced in years; 
he has passed through bad report and good report;-^ 
and through- all, he yet remains to be a Friend in 
good esteem amongst many, and especially amongst 
tiie youth. I have heard many of them say they 
love Joshua; and have found that distant Friends 
take him to be a solid, weighty Friend. So that it 
hath . brought to my remembrance the saying in 
scripture, a prophet is not without honour^ except 
in his own country, and amongst his own l^indred. 
He has often within these twenty years went out in 
Truth's service, and particularly that weighty service 
of visiting families — whi^h I think is a great thing 
to undertake, and come off without loss. But he 
hath yet returned with good tidings; which gives 
room to conclude, it was the Lord that put forth and 
went before, and has yet preserved and, carried him 
through. And these considerations loudly call for 
weighty reasons to hinder his further service and 
labour in the Lord's work. Now whether wearing 
the beard only, is a reason sufficient, is a scruple 
with me, especially when I look back to former 
years, and consider how the Lord hath owned many 
worthies with their beards on, ^nd also with them 
off, a^ appear^ plain from holy scripture, and like- 
wise the worthy martyrs, as before hinted. We read 
of one formerly that wore a garment of goat skins 
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Mid camel's haic, and a leathern girdle about bis 
loins. It's likely he made^ or would now make, as 
singular an appearance as Jodiua does. 

I have been inforn»ed that George Fox, in his early 
appearance, was a spectacle of wonder to the world, 
and particularly his outward appearance, and that of 
his wearing leather. I likewise have been tufonned 
that when John Woolman landed in England, many 
Friends were much straitened with his appearance, 
and were ready to conclude such a man could not 
be of service amongst them. But he having op- 
portunity to exercise his gift, it made way for him 
to pass, and so he got alon^. And now it seems 
with me, as I apprehend it is applicable, to mention 
how he ended, from aa account the friend gave^who 
attended him in his last illness, in a letter to Samuel 
Emlen. After giving an account of his fortitude of 
inind in the most trying time of hi» great affliction 
and illness, she says, ^^ That though to us he appetf- 
ed in some things singular, and the path he trod, 
straiter than the liberty some of us have thought the 
Truth gives; yet I may say to thee, that I cftnnot 
help thinking, it was the way Truth led him« And 
though it is not for me to endeavour to step in ^ne 
same strait wa^, except from the like call; yet we 
may be thankful that we are allowed more liberty, 
and can, in a more comfortable manner, enjoy the 
temporal blessings afforded us. . And on looking at 
this, and the little comfort he bad, it was cause -of 
humbling to my mind, and brought me to the in- 
quiry, what returns I made, and how far I walked 
answerable to what I enjoyed, far beyond meriti 
And I have sometimes thought, his singular and 
ftbsfemious way, so conspicuous and striking, may 
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be a means to draw divers others to the like exami- 
nation. And I know nothing in this luxuriant and 
licentious age more likely to begin a reformation, 
than a^constderatton of this sort. For do we not 
see, how pride and superfluity^ in meats and drinks 
and appaneJ, abound amongst us, and, like a torrent, 
seem to oarry all before them, and I think cry loud- 
ly for ar stop? For my part, the prospect is often so 
distressing on account of bringing up our own chil- 
dren, and the like difficulties other religious parents 
lie under, that my life is frequently a life of mourn- 
ing and lamentation. For it seems scarcely possible 
to bring them up in the way we would have them 
to walk; and if we could, there seems little proba- 
bility, without something extraordinary, that they 
would be kept in it Secb is the example^ — such the 
giving way in general; and^ with sorrow it may be 
said, of many that should be leaders. If this good 
man's example in life, and- at death, should have a 
tendency (and I hope it may) to draw some to in- 
spect a little closer than they have hitherto done, 
we should be careful how we take o£f the weight, by 
blaming a singularity which, if compared with our 
holy pattern, we should find not far out of the way." 
From some accounts, the holy pattern here men^ 
tioned, did wear his beard. But,, seeing that both in 
early and latter times, some worthy, eminent servants 
of the Lord did wear their beards, and some did not, 
and yet both sorts were evidently owned of him, it 
seems we may conclude it to be one of those things 
mentioned by the apostle, and called indiflferent, 
about which we should not contemn nor condemn 
one another; which is what I wish for, and that we 
may adopt the charitable sentiments of that charitable 
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^oman above mentioned, coneerning Joha Wool' 
man. ' ... 

I have a few lines which Anthony Benezet gave 
in his own hand-writings which : he says are notes 
taken from Samuel Spavold'a testimony: — ^'That 
spirit which would impose its sentiments ^pon his 
brother, and would force bis brother to act as he 
did, was a bad spirit; that it was a-fiery zeal, that 
would destroy all.before.it: that he had been in that 
spot: it was a rock on which himself had like to 
have ^lit; a snare of the enemy in order to split 
and divide ihe body of. Christ: that he had found 
when he gave way to that spirit, it begat a bitter- 
ness and wrath against his brother, that would not 
say and do as he did; and tliat there was a great 
deal^f self and pride in it, cloaked under pretence 
of zeal." 



Letter from Edward Stabler. 

Alexandria, 9th mo. 18tfa, 1829. 
Hundreds of times, my dear E., since my late in- 
teresting visit to my dear friends, in New Jersey, 
Jiave my recollections re-travdled the fieldjof, feeling 
and affection with them. And when my own mind 
is favoured, in any degree,, with *-Hhe light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, in the (pr^ent) ap- 
pearance of Jesus Christ,'^ — I then am sensible of a 
proportionate desire, that all people might look to 
him, to be instructed by his wisdomi^ and qualified 
by his power, to perceive, a^d to .pursue the path 
which leads to present and 6/ema/*peace. 
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My heart has often included thee, and thy sister 
M. in the tender embraces of this desire. I have 
hoped that your innocent minds were not, as yet, 
shackled with the trammels of prejudice and super- 
stition, nor enlisted, as partisans, in the war of 
words and systems ^ which have a tendency to di- 
vide and scatter, instead of collecting the children of 
men into one fold, and under the one blessed Shep- 
herd. To such as you, I am satisfied that the lan- 
guage of the divine Saviour is always applicable, 
^<Sufifer little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 
And truly, my dear child, though this invitation 
was uttered by Him, through the medium of a ''pre- 
pared body;'' yet his blessed Being was not limited 
to that body; — otherwise it would be impossible for 
any to come to him, but those who were present in 
Judea, while he was there. The scriptures, on the 
contrary, declare in the clearest manner, his univer- 
sality, — as "the true Light, that lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world,*' — as the Creator 
of <'a11 things, both in heaven and in earth, visible 
and invisible; whether they be thrones or domjnions, 
or principalities, or powers," — as being "over all, 
God blessed forever," — and "the same, yesterday, 
to-day, and forever." 

Therefore, it is undeniable, that all may come to 
Him, and find the declarations of scripture, fulfilled 
in their experience; — by finding him to be indeed a 
Saviour, and a Redeemer, from the numerous ene- 
mies, which wound and captivate, — which torture 
and destroy, so many of the sons and daughters of 
men. 

Vol. I.— 27 
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Our own individual observation will abundantly 
assure us, that the awful artificers of all ^e miseries 
of the human family, — are their own vehement and 
disordered passions. It is appalling, even to imagine 
the roaring of the lion, or the fierce and inexorable 
cruelty of the "wild beasts of the desert." But it 
is comparatively easy to avoid these, and to defend 
ourselves from them; nor have they any thing of 
danger or terror in them, compared with similar 
tempers, when they actuate intelligent minds. In 
proof of this assertion, compare the devastations, 
which avarice, pride, injustice, and cruelty, &c. 
have produced, — ^with all the desolation which has 
ever been produced by all the wild beasts and vene- 
mous serpents, from the beginning of the world, 
until now; — and thou wilt perceive how smallthe 
latter has been, in comparison with the former. But 
these tremendous consequences, are only the out- 
side works of those unhallowed principles. Their 
effects in the world o/ mtndy are still more deplora- 
ble; — for they destroy its peace,-*— and defile its 
purity, — and deform its beauty, — and derange the 
heavenly symmetry of its powers! And can it be 
rationally believed, that tHis discord can be prevent- 
ed? Or, when the chaos has, in any measure, taken 
place, that the wilderness can be again changed into 
an Eden, — or the desert into "a garden of the 
Lord,** by the feeble agency of human words and 
opinions, — ^^of sectarian creeds or systems? No, my 
dear young friend. The fruitless experiment has 
been tried for ages, and by all generations, in suc- 
cession! And it still remains to be unalterably true, 
that "the power of the Highest,** must overshadow 
us, — the holy Spirit must come upon us, in order 
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to generate in us, that holy thing, that is truly the ' 
son of God; — and who only has power in the soul, 
to open its blind eyes, — to unstop its deaf ears, — ^to 
cleanse its leprosy, — to heal all its maladies, — ^to 
raise it from death unto life, — to preach the gospel 
to its poverty, — and to bless all those that ^^are not 
offended in him.'' He only can work the miracle 
of making all things new; — **new heavens, and a 
new earth," wherein righteousness shall dwell, in- 
stead of iniquity; — love, instead of hatred; — ^peace, 
instead of contention; — and everlasting joy, instead 
of weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. 

It is a great calamity^ that there is so much 
teaching in the world, under the name of religion, 
that turns the attention of mankind, from the om- 
nipresent "power and wisdom of God,'' — to ano^ 
ther thing, which they call the gospel; — that is made 
up of their limited, grovelling views, in the feebler 
ness and folly of men. Thousands are thereby inr 
duced to overlook or disregard the infallible wit^ 
nesses, which he has mercifully placed in every 
human mind. For there is no intelligent creature, 
to whom his good and perfect gifts, have not been 
distributed. And as far as these have been occupied, 
they have as invariably produced their proper fruits, 
as the seeds of the earth bring forth their fruits. 
For none of us are without an unquestionable assu- 
rance, that justice, mercy, and truth, will make all 
who are governed by them, just, merciful, and true; 
as certainly, as the apple tree produces apples, — or 
the pear tree, pears. 

Finally, then, my dear £i., I coqimend thee t^that 
blessed and heavenly birth, or manifestation of the 
diyiRe pature, wjiich if t^e Hying fountain, from 
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whence all the streams of righteousness have ever 
issued. He has loved tkee^ and given himself for 
thee, as ''thy Saviour and Redeemer; — and if thou 
wilt take him for thy portion, he will liberate thee 
fVom the bondage of corruption, and give thee 
"beauty for ashes; — ^the oil of joy for mourning, — 
and the garment of praise, for the spirit of heavi- 
ness. *' 

Please to present my affectionate remembrance 
to thy uncle and'aunt, to thy sister, and to any dear 
friends who may inquire after thy affectionate 
friend, Edwarb Stab£,er. 



Testimony of the monthly meeting of Baltimore^ 
for the Eastern District^ concerning our beloved 
friendy Isaiah Balderstonj deceased. 

He was born in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, 
where he continued until the year 1773. Having 
entered into a marriage engagement, he removed to 
Maryland, and settled within the limits of Deer 
Creek meeting; of which, it appears, he was a dili- 
gent attender. And having a gift in the ministry 
committed to him, h^ was recommended as a minis- 
ter, by that meeting, accordingly. 

In the year 1792, he became a member of this 
meeting, where he continued useful and exemplary, 
the remainder of his life; — steadily exercising a pa- 
rental care over his rising family, that they might 
be brought up in that consistency, which he believed 
Truth required. 

He was religiously concerned for his fellow^be- 
ings, who laboured under confinement; and with 
the approbation of his friends, frequently visited 
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them in prison-houses, and other public institutions; 
and, sympathizing with them in their afflictions, was 
favoured to administer suitable counsel and advice. 
.He was also much exercised respecting the African^ 
race, — using endeavours, as way opened, to promote 
their liberation, and religious improvement 

Sensible of the important station^ which he be- 
lieved himself called upon to fill, and how liable he 
might be to deviate from the true Guide, he was 
desirous of the counsel and admonition of his friends, 
whenever it appeared necessary. And when care 
was administered in that respect, the disposition he 
manifested, evinced not only an increase of his re- 
gard for them, but a solicitude to be improved there^- 
by. He was not frequent in his public appearances 
in the ministry, at home; — but concerned to labour 
after a right qtial ideation, in solemn silence, where- 
in true worship is to be performed; and when fa- 
voured with clear openings, his communications 
were instructive and edifying. 

His mind was, at different times, drawn in gospel 
love, to visit Friends, in several of th^ oeighbouring 
States; and, in many instances, the inhabitants who 
resided from amongst them. In all such visits, he 
was careful to have the approbation of the meeting 
to which he belonged; — ^and returned with the ex- 
pression of those meetings, amongst which he had 
been, that his services had been acceptably received. 

He was remarkable for his tree, open disposition, 
and for a becoming liberality towards those of other 
religious persuasions; — which, with his regular, up- 
right conduct through life, had a tendency to gain 
their affections and esteem^ The liek and afflicted, 
were also peculiar objects of his attention and sym- 
27* 
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pathy: and by his fre^ent visits to such, he demon- 
strated his concern and fellow-feeling for them, un* 
der their tried situation. 

He was often exercised on account of a practice^ . 
too 'prevalent Jn our -society, of persons, when as- 
sembling at places of worshiip, inconsiderately spend- 
ing their precious time in conversing on worldly af- 
fairs, before they retire into the house; and, by his 
uniform exampley as well as precept, he endeavour- 
ed to impress on their minds the great loss sustained, 
and the unprofitable result of negligence in this re- 
spect, on the rising generation; — whose guarded 
education and religious improvement, were subjects 
in which he felt great interest. 

Having, through his industry, and application to 
business, been favoured to acquire a competence, he 
declined carrying on his customary occupation, from 
an apprehension that he might be more at liberty to 
attend to any religious service required of him. 
But not finding by experience, the attainment con- 
templated; he, after some time, resumed his busi- 
ness in a small way, so as not to be encumbered; 
having a full conviction that his mind was seldom 
more profitably employed^ than while his hands 
were moderately engaged in some useful outward 
labour. 

Feeling his mind engaged to attend the Quarterly 
meeting at London Grove> in the 8th month last, 
and some meetings in that part of the country, he 
was favoured to peri^rm the visit to the peace of his 
own mind. On his return, he was cheerful and 
pleasant with his friends; but under the solemn 
impression of the necessity of setting his house in 
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order, (as he several times expressed it,) from a be- 
lief that his time here would not be long. 

His compiaint being of a biliouB nature, his con- 
stitution was seriously attacked; y^t he kept about 
for several days, in which time he paid a visit to 
most of his children in this city, and to some of his 
friends. On the dlst of the 8th months being the 
first-day of the week, he attended the morning meet- 
ing; in which he was led extensively to treat on the 
subject of baptism, and the transfiguration of our 
Saviour on the mount. He explained true baptism 
to be a purifying work, progressively cleansing the 
heart and life, from the corruptions of the world, 
and from a vain conformity to the delusive fashions 
a.id customs thereof. Nevertheless, in the spirit of 
Christian charity, he expressed his belief that the 
honest-hearted of all denominations would be ac- 
cepted. 

After he returned, he felt himself considerably 
indisposed, and sensible of the effect of the disease. 
It continued to increase, but not with much alarm 
to his family or friends, until the fourth-day follow- 
ing; when, from the severe manner in which he 
was held, his bodily strength gave way, and his 
recovery was considered doubtfuL Being asked, 
whether he wished another doctor sent for, he re- 
plied that all the doctors in the world would not do; 
nothing but the great, Physician of value. During 
the following night, he experienced great bodily 
sufferings, and was several times engaged in fervent 
supplication to the Almighty, that his mind might 
be stayed upon him. The succeeding day, was also 
a day of great paiui but his mind appeared calm and 
easy. About the third hour in the afternoon, his wife 
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sitting by the bed-side, he took her by the hand, 
and said, — '^How happy we have lived together, 
for many years! May the Lord bless, and be with 
thee, and our dear children, to the latest generation." 
He then desired his son to return to the monthly 
meeting, the minute he had obtained on the subject 
of his late visit, as he did not expect to recover. 

His dissolution drawing near, little could be done 
for his relief, but to wait patiently for the awful 
event. Nature was, at length, so far reduced, that 
he remained quite easy for some time, before life 
became extinct; — ^which took place about the fourth 
hour next morning, the 5th of the 9th month, 1817; 
and his remains were interred the evening following. 
He departed this life, in the sixty-fifth year of his 
age, — having been a minister upwards of twenty- 
five years. 

Read and approved by the monthly meeting afore- 
said, the 7th of the 5th month, 1818, and signed on 
behalf thereof, by 

George P. Janney, Clerk. 

Approved by the Quarterly meeting, held in Bal- 
timore, 5th month 11th, 1818. 

Philip E. Thomas, Clerk. 



Oliver Paxteuy to G-eorge Churehtnan. 

N«w Hope» ^h month tst, 180^. 

Dear Friend, — ^Thy kind remembrance of the 
6th month last, was very acceptable; bqt on viewing 
the subject of epistolary correspondence, I find two 
obstructions to arise; Firsts how to address a father; 
Second, upon what subject However, as I feel mj 
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mind free from embarrassment^ shall simply proceed 
as way may open. 

I hope I can say in truth, I have had some expe- 
rience in religious observations, for more than forty 
years. And as the welfare of our religious society, 
has ever been near to my heart, I shall offer a few 
remarks upon it. About that long ago, there was a 
large number of well qualified ministers rn the So- 
ciety; in general, more in the simplicity than at pre- 
sent: — and its gradual declension must be the sub- 
ject of this epistle. 

Soon after the close of the French war,\here wa* 
a considerable advajice in the price of country pro*- 
duce; Friends began to add house to house, and field 
to field; places of business were enlarged; to accom- 
modate which, recourse was had to hired or bought 
servants, often of bad characters, and these mixed 
with Friends' children; with which, other circum- 
stances combined, such as keeping two fires in one 
family, perhaps two tables, &c. and thus, eagerly 
pursuing the things of this life, opportunities of solid 
retirement lj,ecame* less frequent, and not so much 
zeal in getting young people to week-day meetings: 
for we had not only first-day morning and week- 
day meetings, but in summer, meetings in the after- 
noon of first days; also, Quarterly, Monthly, Gene- 
ral, and Youth's meetings; all of these, since my 
time, were strictly attended by faithful Frtends. 
But as the desire of outward gain increased, those 
meetings, particularly in the afternoon, became 
burdensome; and parents began to go themselves in 
the morning, and send their young folks in the after* 
noon. This gave rise to complaints of disorder 
among the youth; and, to remedy these, the }an« 
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guage was, among the active part of society, " lay 
them down; for they are rather places of corrup- 
tion than improvement." 

On this occasion, my mouth was first opened in 
meetings of discipline, in support of them; for I 
could recollect the sheds, the shades, the school- 
houses, and other places, where my soul had very 
memorable baptisms. But down they went, and in 
a while the youth's meetings, and most of our gene- 
ral meetings, were also laid down. f^Tbe love of 
money is indeed the root of all evil," when the gift 
is preferred to the Giver. The wonderful lengths 
many of our society have gone iij speculations, some 
in land, some in trade to sea; and, shall I say, some 
in English horses; — too little of the yea and nay 
amongst us in our traffic, and intercourse in the 
^world. 

Some of our first-day meetings, in many places, 
are yet large; but the honest feeling soul is often 
wounded with beholding the young people collect- 
ed, viewing their fine horses, — speaking of their 
performances, — their blood, — their pedigree, — for- 
getting the preeious blood of Him that was shed to 
redeem from the inordinate love of creaturely enjoy- 
ments; — many of the middle ranks, in other com- 
panies, inquiring the price of produce at tlie mill, 
merchant shop, or Philadelphia market; or, perhaps, 
turn W. political inquiry, who is candidate for this 
or that office in government. It is very observable 
that members of these descriptions are often early 
at the meeting place, but late in taking their seaU>« 
Notwithstanding the departures from the right ways 
pf the Lord, ^re evidently great, and I fear the mi-. 
ni^try has not altogether eficuped the contagiooy-r- 
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yet I beliere there is a remnant scattered up and 
down in the society, that go mourning on their way, 
with sackcloth underneath; and it may be the num- 
ber of these is greater than I have sometimes appre- 
hended. May they increase, is my desire; for I ber 
lieve they are as ballast, and have been the means 
of preserving the society from wreck. 

Cfeat, indeed, has been the mercy and long-suffer- 
ing of our God. He has hewn us by his prophets, 
and slain us by the word of his mouth. Divine ad- 
monition hath been abundantly repeated. Oh! that 
our ears were opened to the instructions that have 
been offered, these forty or fifty years past The 
general death of hedges, — ^the wars, — the frequent 
droughts, — the floods, — the hail, — the thunder and 
lightning, — the repeated visitations of a pestilential 
fever in our metropolis, — ^loudly proclaim the omni- 
science and omnipresence of an all-wise, overruling 
God. 

It is by no means my choice, to seek for failings 
amongst our own people; but I believe there is abun- 
dant cause for mourning on my own account, and on 
account of my fellow-members; yet have I not de- 
sired to appear unto men to fast; — but could I be 
more frequently favoured with thy mount Pisgah 
prospects, it*would tend to my consolation. 

Having thus, in a broken manner, made some re- 
marks on our society, shall conclude with this short 
addition, that I can say to my fellow-members in so- 
ciety generally, as a wise man said of his country, 
after having reproved the weakness and wickedness 
of it: 

" England,, with all thy faults, I love thee stOl — 

My country." Cowpeb. 
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I expect^ on the 10th inst to set out as companion 
to William Blakey, who is bound in spirit to visit 
the seed in part of New Jersey and New York. I 
find it awful, especially as there is little to be look- 
ed for, but suffering; yet I sometimes have this con- 
soling view, ^< those that suffer with the Master are 
to reign with him." 

Oliver Paxson. 



DANIEL OPFLEY, 

The author of the following letters, was the son 
of Daniel and Rachel Offley, of Philadelphia. He 
was born the 29th of the 11th month, 1756, and du- 
ring his youthful days, departed widely from the 
paths of peace and substantial happiness. From this 
libertine course he was mercifully turned, and by 
yielding obedience to the requisitions of the divine 
Monitor within, £L great change was effected in his 
conduct and deportment. He appeared in the mi- 
nistry about the twenty-fourth year of his age, per- 
haps but a few months before the first public appear- 
ance in that line, of his friend Peter YarnalL Both 
became eminent and powerful preachers of righteous- 
ness, in their day. Daniel was removed frpm works 
to rewards, during the awful visitation of the yellow 
fever in Philadelphia, in the 10th month, 1793, aged 
nearly thirty-seven years. A memorial concerning 
him is preserved in a small volume, printed in Phi- 
ladelphia, in 1821. That and the ensuing letters, 
exhibit some interesting testimonials of his life and 
character. 



Letters from Daniel Offley^jun. Philadelphia^ to 
Peter Tamall^ Concord, 

Philadelphia, ISftk month 20tb, 1780. 

Dear Friend, — ^Thine, by favour of Jonathan 
Evans, contained a very se^asonable apology for thy 
not calling to see me, when last in town. Since 
which, many favours conferred i^xm us, claim our 
deep and, humble acknowledgement to the great 
Author. It still continues to be my lot, to dwell 
mostly in a state of deep proving, and humbling 
exercise. I am desirous to be made fully acquaint- 
ed with my own infirmity, and the workings of the 
enemy of our happiness, which I believe many of 
us have been favoured to see^ are deep and hidden. 
I think I have also been favoured to see the indis* 
pensable necessity of our dwelling deep, and being 
often brought under the baptizing power of Truth, 
which has a tendency, as it is patiently abode un- 
der, to unveil the understandings clearly and dis- 
tinctly to discover the snares which satan, or his 
emissaries have laid for us; and I believe these snares 
and baits are always suited to our various natural 
inclinations. 

As respects us, who have believed ourselves call- 
ed, and not only called, but chosen of God, fo bear 
a public testimony to his goodness, — ^Oh! that I io 
particular, — Oh! that. all who are thus called, may 
dwell so deep as to be preserved from all the snares 
of the enemy, and kept under that Power which 
gives authority, and whicb '^maketh bis angels 
spirits^, and his ministers a flaming fire,'' that neither 
the stubble nor the chaffy natures can withstan<^. For 
I do verily believe, if there be but, on our part, a 
Vol- I.— «8 
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proper waiting for the fresh anointing, that the 
Lord will raise ap "threshing instruments/' And 
Oh! how necessary it is to guard well against the 
working of selfMmagination, compassing ourselves 
about with sparks, but not of the true fire; — and by 
impatience (when perhap&the anointing power was 
at work, and would have properly qualified) there 
has been strange fire ofiered; which I believe, with- 
out breach of charity, has been ofiensive in the 
sight of God, who will not accept "robbery for 
burnt offering;" but there must be a waiting in the 
holy silence, and ceasing from self-activity, until we 
feel the command, ** proclaim my word which I 
have given thee, to this people." 

When there is such a clear discovery, it is an aw- 
ful thing, and its consequences are fearful, to disobey 
such openings. But notwithstanding it is so, there 
has been at times, in myself, and it may be so with 
others, a reluctance to yield obedience; and then 
we are brought under chastisement and close rebuke; 
which may work in us a disposition of willingness 
to do any thing, in order to be relieved from the 
deep distress of ifiind that we feel. And here is the 
enemy again, presenting a way for us, and working 
upon the unmortified nature, proposing many things 
to us, in order to get from under this trying dispen- 
sation; which in these beclouded times, makes the 
trial still deeper and more exercisipg. But I have 
ever found it safest for me, in the course of my 
small experience, to bear the indignation of the 
Lord, till it be overpast, — and his mercy again re- 
vealed, with a clear evidence of his being again re- 
conciipd^ 
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I cannot tell the reason^ why I should be thus 
led; but hope these remarks may, by no means^ be 
a discouragement to thee, whom I love and esteem. 
But if thou should have to travel in any of- these 
trying paths, thou may remember that others have 
trod therein before thee. So, in dear love to thee, 
in whic}\ my wife joins, I remain thy assured friend, 

Daniel Oppley, Jxtn. 



, 7b Peter Varnally Concord. 

Philadelphia, 8th monUi 7ib, irSl. 

Dear Fbienp> — I am willing to embrace the first 
opportunity of replying to thy acceptable favour, 
which I received last first-day morning,, directly 
after the close of an exercising meeting, 

I mark, with pleasure, thy account of an increase 
of health, for which I hope we may ever be thank- 
ful; myself and family being also favoured with a 
good degree of Ihe sanie, except a small turn of 
summer complaint, which my wife has been proved 
with, and which, in this trying hot season, has, and 
does continue to visit many; although few have been 
taken away with it, yet many have been brought 
very low. The weather has been very proving to 
the aged and infirm. But yet, dear friend, there 
still remains a great reluctance to be blest,^ — ^a dis- 
position of ease and indifierenice cherished. I have 
often thought, and had to marvel at the long forbear- 
ance and mercy of our God; and a language, similar 
to that formerly expressed respecting some other 
places, has often run through my mind. Oh! Phi- 
ladelphia! Philadelphia! had the many powerful 
visitations, which have been extended to thee, been 
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reached forth unto Sodom and GomDrrah, they 
would have repented long ago, in dust and ashes. 
Therefore the men of these cities .shall rise up in 
judgment against thee, and, may I not say, condemn 
thee. But I do believe there are a living number, 
whose cries have entered into the ears of the Lord 
of Sabaotb, and he has opened a gracious ea^ to dietr 
mourning and sighings, as between the porch and 
the altar, — with this language, "0 Lord, spare us a 
little longer. Try us yet another year." He has 
long waited for fruits. But it would be no marvel 
at all with me, if his anger should yet rise higher, 
and he should pour out the vials of his wrath upon 
the inhabitants of this once highly favoured city. 

As to my own particular state, I hare been of lat- 
ter weeks, under much humbling exercise. Yester- 
day I attended our Quarterly meeting, and believe 
it was favoured with a covering, which clearly evi- 
denced that something good was still with us; and 
that the Lord ha4Bot wholly f(H*saken his people,^ — 
it may be for the sake of the ^'ten righteous," whom 
he has yet found amongst us. And Oh! saith my 
soul, may their number increase ;-*^nd that we, who 
have put our hands to the gospel-plough^ may not 
look back, nor, through dust gathering on our gar- 
ments and becoming soiled, thereby dim the beaaty 
of holiness, and occasion the weak to stumble, and 
the daring rebel to reproach the holy Truth. 

Thy certificate was applied for, and a committee 
appointed to draw one; but I believe Friends expect 
thy attendance at next monthly meeting. I believe 
it cannot now be called a time of health in the city. 
My wife joins me in love to thee, in which I remain 
thy affectionate friend, 

Daniel Offjubt, Juk. 
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To Peter YarnalL 

> 

Philadelphia, rth m^lh 29tb, 1783. 

Dear Fbienb, — ^The long silence which has taken 
place between us, is on my part, no want of friend- 
ship; but rather, as I have felt myself much unfit for 
any communication which might be either pleasing 
or profitablCj^ — was not willing to trouble thee, or 
expose my own weakness, — lest it might in any 
measure tend to thy discouragement rather than pro- 
fit. But, as I expect shortly to set out on a visit to 
Friends in New York, and its neighbourhood, ha- 
ving the concurrence of our montlily meeting for 
that purpose, — I felt, on reading over one of thy 
letters which I some time ago received, a freedom 
to put pen to paper;— desiring to. be so preserved as 
to say nothing which may tend, in any wise, im- 
properly to exalt or depress. 

Not long since, I returned with my friend George 
Dillwyn from the^tour I now have in prospect. But,' 
finding a too anxious desire after home, I returned 
too early, — ^to my own wounding. Oh! dear friend, 
there is need for us to mind the pointing of the 
Lord's finger, both in going out and coming in: to 
be wholly unshackled from all the cumbering things 
of this world, and to be given up to his appointment 
and direction. If this was more the situation and 
state of such as are at times made use of, as instru- 
ments in his holy hand, — rhow many shining stars 
would there be, whose brightness would have a ten- 
dency to overawe those clouds of darkness, which 
sometimes do overspread our Sion. I feel a neces- 
sity for myself, to be more devoted in heart to run, 
with a becoming cheerfulness and resignation, the 
28* 
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ways of his requiring^ whereby my streiigth might 
more increase. For, how subtle is the adversary 
in his dLtterSpta to draw us back into captivity and 
thraldom ! so that I have sometimes, when in low 
desponding moments, been ready to query, who is 
able for these things? 

But we have a merciful God to deal with, who, 
when he has tried the integrity of our hearts, will 
arise in his mighty power, and put to flight the ene- 
my : and thus our souls, Wearied with exercise, will 
be permitted to enjoy a short, but precious sabbath. 
May I, with thee, dear friend, ever press forward 
through those crowds of opposition, which I believe 
neither of us, are exempt from; — that so, neither 
heights nor depths, principalities nor powers, things 
present nor to come, may ever be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. As this 
becomes our daily concern, I humbly hope that way 
win be made for the remnant of God's Israel to pass 
through as on dry land, to the praise of hb holy 
name. 

As nothing more occurs particularly to write, I 
close with love to thyself and wife, and am thy af- 
fectionate friend, 

Daniel Ofplet, Juir. 

How sweet are the effusions of sincere friendship! 

What delightful pleasure it gives us, to wait on 
those we love! • 

How many opportunities we may find of doing 
little offices of kindness and attention one to another, 
when true love and affection abound in the heart, 
uninterrupted ! 



ADVICE AND CAUTIOK. 331 

To revive in remembrance, the godly care and concern of Friends, 
^ the preservation of the yootfa and others, the following' Advice i»< 
repnWiHhfld. The fiuhions and amusements of the present time, it is 
to be feared, are drawing many away from those plain and retired 
habits which characterized Friends in former days. It may be a 
profitable inquiry, why so little active exertion is made to counteract 
the current of vain and unprofitable amusements, of corrupt customs 
and conversations, and of assimilation With the spirit of the wor4d, 
exhibited in conformity with its policy and manners, in the pursuit 
of wealth, luxuries, superfluities and extravagance. 

ADVICE AND CAUTION, 

From the monthly Tneeting of Friends^ in Phila- 
delphia, the 23d of the 9th months 1768, 

To our Friends and Brethren in religious profession 

with us. 

Dbar Friends, — ^A deep exercise and fervent 
concern, being impressed on our minds, for the 
preservation and welfare of the members of our reli- 
gious 'Society, and especially the youtii under oui; 
eare, we affeetionately exhort and advise all who 
make profession of being led and guided by the 
dictates of the divine principle of Light and Truth, 
to commemorate with reverence and thankfulness, 
the manifold mercies and blessings which, by the 
bounty of the Lord our God, are continued to us^; 
and by integrity, sobriety, and circumspection of 
life and conversation, to manifest that we are sin- 
cerely desirous of walking answerable to so great 
favours. > 

We are engaged the more immediately to excite 
these considerations at this time, from an apprehen- 
sion that the minds of the unwatchful, will be in 
danger of being captivated by the ensnaring diver- 
sions of the horse races and stage plays, which are 
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intended to be again exhibited in and near this city. 
We earnestly entreat and beseech you would serious- 
ly consider the danger and destructive tendency, of 
countenancing or encouraging these profane amuse- 
ments, by attending, or being spectators of them; as 
they eyidently tend to introduce idleness, licentious- 
ness, and intemperance, and are directly opposite to 
the precepts and example of our Lord Jesus Chnst, 
and to the testimony and practice of his disciples 
and followers in every age. 

We therefore fervently desire that all Friends, lo 
whom the important care of the youth is intrusted, 
would, by admonition and persuasion, endeavour to 
convince them of the hurtful consequences of being 
deluded by these ensnaring temptations, and where 
this labour fails of success, that they would discharge 
their duty faithfully, by proper restraints. 

And, dearly beloved youth, considering how many 
are drawn aside into vanity and folly, from the holy 
visitation of Divine Love, which you have at times 
been sensibly affected with, we entreat and beseech 
you to avoid these temptations: suffer the sincere and 
ardent desires of your elder brethren for your pre- 
sent and eternal welfare, to have a place in your 
minds. 

Let a due consideration of the uncertainty of the 
time allotted you, excite you to devote it to the ho- 
nour of God. Attend to the restraints of divine 
grace, and thus you will be preserved from the evils 
of the world, become serviceable in your several 
stations, and obtain time peace here, and a well- 
grounded hope of everlasting happiness hereafter. 

Signed in, and on behalf of our said meeting, by 
John Psmbsrton, Clerk at this time. 
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To Rowland Robinson, Carolina, 

Newport, Bhode Island, 2d month, 1784. 
When o^er my head, the Jiov'ring tempest flies, 
And angry billows meet the lowVing skies: 
When from the north, the wind impetuous pours, 
And the hoarse beach with voice responsive roars: — 
My heart, still anxious for thy safety, flies 
O'er pathless seas, where hourly dangers rise. 
Attached to thee^ by many a tender tie. 
It dares the power of absence to defy. 
Thy virtues, Rowland, need not apprehend 
The lessening friendship of thy absent friend; 
Whatever misfortune may thy life infest. 
Is sure to raise compassion in my breast; 
Whatever joys and happiness are thine, 
Are siire to kindle mutual joys in mine. 

May heaven propitious, on my brother Bmile, 
And all his toil with cheerful hope, beguile; 
May it on thee difiuse its choicest ray. 
And ev^y care with tenfold bliss repay ! 
May the great Being, whose supreme decree 
Stills the harsh tumults of the raging sea, 
Direct thee safely o'er the pathless de^; 
Guide thee when waking, and protect thy sleep; 
And turn thy footsteps to thy native shore, 
To tempt the dangers of the seas no more. 

But if affliction comes, with sorrowing face, 

To mark thy path, and evtry hope deface. 

May the good Shepherd be forever nigh. 

Who wipes tiie streaming tears from ev'ry eye: — 

The healing balsam of his love impart, 

And sooth the sorrows that invade thy heart! 

By him attemper'd, may they only prove. 

The chain that links thee to bis ^acr^d loYe! Amy. 
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A Ttstimony from Woodbury Monthly Meeting, 
concerning David Cooper. 

David Cooper, son of John Cooper and Ann his 
wife, was born near Woodbury, in Gloucester coun- 
ty, New Jersey, the 13th of the 1st month, 1724; 
and when young in years, experienced the influence 
of divine Love upon his mind, that gave him a pros- 
pect of the beauty and advantage of a truly religious 
life. As he grew in years, an increasing care arose, 
that he might not disgrace the profession that he was 
educated in; which was now become the religion of 
his judgment: and, through various baptisms and 
trials, he became more and more resigned to the 
cross of Christ. 

As he was a man endued with talents superior to 
many, and became conformable to the pure influence 
of the Holy Spirit, so he was a usefiil member in the 
community at large, and in the neighbourhood where 
he lived; being frequently applied to for advice in 
cases of difficulty, and employed as a peace-maker. 
In religious meetings, he was solid and weighty, 
sound in judgment, and clear in expression. He 
was enabled to bear a testimony to the power and 
influence of the gospel, in great simplicity of man- 
ners and cii^cumspection. And the Lord was pleased 
to sanctify his endowments, and enlarge his heart in 
the gospel, so that he became qualified to fill the 
station of an Elder in the church, not in name only, 
but in a degree^ of the true anointing; and bore tes- 
timony in many minds, both at bome and abroad, 
that his heart was in a measure dedicated, and given 
up to serve the Lord; and he was as a stake and a 
cord in our Sion. 
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He was fevoured with wisdom, and a feeling mind, 
and beeame very useful in society; and we have 
reason to believe his services abroad, were accepta- 
ble and strengthening amongst his friends. And as 
be increased in years, the more his mind was re- 
deemed from this present 4yorld and the things of it, 
aind be felt an increasing heart-felt concern for 4he 
prosperity of Truth, 

In the latter part of his lifetime, he was visited 
with great affliction, wherein he lay long under 
deep languishment;' yet his understanding and intel- 
lectual faculties remained clear, and his love for the 
Truth and his friend^, continued till the last; and he 
often expressed a desire, if ^t was the Lord's will, 
to be unclothed of mortality, and enjoy the fruition 
of uninterrupted felicity beyond the reach of diver- 
sified trials, allotted ia this uncertain world. 

Hiscarefor society and right improvement amongst 
Friends, was the leading concern of his mii^. Un- 
der all his afflictions and trials, nothing gave him 
more joy than th« prosperity of Truth; often ex- 
pressing a deep concern for the insensibility of the 
present generation, under the outward sunshine of 
prosperity, and the aSundant blessings of heaven; 
yet strangers to the heart-felt concern of our prede- 
cessors, who maintained the testimony of a good 
conscience, and supported our principles with the 
loss of life, liberty, and the nearest and dearest en- 
joyments of time. He was a firm advocate for the 
liberty of the black people, and a liberal promoter 
of schools, upon a right establishment. 

His last illness being very trying, his petitions 
were to the Almighty, that he would be with him 
to the end. We have reason to believe his humble 
prayers were answered^and that he departed in peace 
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with the iKMrd, the 5th of the 11th months 1705, ia 
the seventy-first year of his age, and wa^ interred at 
Woodbory y in a plain way, agreeable to his .own di- 
reetionsy left in Writing, which are as follows: — 

**Dbar CHTL3>B£Ny — I have thought it my duty, 
while living, to show fojritk an example of simplicity 
and plainness, becoming the profession I mad^, and 
am desirous this example should go with me to the 
grave; to which end I now direct, that my coffin 
be made in the manner they constantly were, in the 
days of simplicity and virtue, when I was a youth — 
flat, and of pine or linn boards; and the expense this 
may save, I direct my ^xeetiWrs to give to some 
poor persons in the neighbourhood, which will do 
more good than to moulder in l^e earth; for the 
folly of man never appears more idle and inexcusa* 
ble, than in showing an emulation and fondness for 
pomp and shov^ af funerals, when the most humbling 
object of mortality and dissolution is befere their 
eyes, and ought to impress the survivors with the 
moet solemn and awful sense of ^he state of uncer- 
tainty, in which themselves exist, and how fast they 
are also hastening to the grave. 

And, if Friends ^^ cause to have a meeting at the 
time of my bwrial, let this poor body first be cover- 
ed in the earth, as the contrary practice mostly arises 
from a desire in the relations, to have that naark of 
distinction and respect showed to the deceased; and 
it hath many exceptions in my view. 

And'if you are easy with it, this may be read at 

the grave. David Coons. " 

Signed on hehalf, and by the direction of the 

monthly meeting, held at Woodbury, 8th month 

9th, 1796, by Saotjbl MiCKLE, Cierk. 
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TIm memory of tbe just ii,bIetse4.-*JV9V. t, 7, 

Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 

No. 8. ELEVENTH MONTH, 1881^ Vol. I. 

JOHN WOOLMAN'S CONVERSATIONS, 

On^ the true harmont/ of mankind, and how it mag 
be promoted. — Copied from his manuscript Jour- 
nal. 

INTRODUCTION. 

I have, at sundry times^ felt my mind opened, in 
true brotherly love, to converse freely and largely 
with some, who were entrusted with plentiful estates, 
in regard to an application of the profits of them, con- 
sistent with pure wisdom. And of late^ it hath ofteo 
revived on my mind, as a duty, to writQ the substance 
of what then passed: and as I have attended to this 
concern, I have felt my miqid opened to enlarge on 
some points then spoken to. 

JoHsr WaoLMAVt^ 

3dmontht 1772. 



2}ie nUfstance qf some conversation bettvecn u ia- 
bourifig manj and a man rich in money* 

* 

Labourer speaks thus. — ^1 observe thou livest easy, 
as to bodily labour, and perceive thou takest interest 
at ttsven per cent. I find occasion, amon^ us labour- 
ing men, in supporting our families, to work harder 
29 
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at timesy than isagreeable to ua. I am now thinking 
of that Christian exhortation, << Love aalirethren/' 
and propose to thee, my neighboor, whether a waj 
may not be opened, for thee and thy family, to live 
comfortably on a lower interest; which, if once ri^t- 
ly attained, would, I belieye^ work in favour of us 
labouring -people. 

Rich man. — If thou payest no interest where* 
in doth seven per^cent affect thee? 

Lab. — ^l was at work for a husbandman who had 
bought a plantation, and paid interest for a great pari 
of the purchase money. As this neighbour and 1 
were talking of the quantity 'of grain, equitable pay 
for a day's work, he told me that so much of the pnK 
duce of his ground went yearly to pay the interest ol 
the remaining purchase money, that he thought he 
could not afford so much rye for a day's work, now, 
as was considered pay for a day's work twenty years 
ago. 

Rich. — ^Twenty years ago, interest was as hi^ as 
it is now; and grain, flesh, butter, and cheese, were 
then cheaper. 

Zo^.— ^ven per cent is hif^er than interest is in 
England, and than it is in most of the neighbouring 
provinces. This is known to many who pay interest, 
who look at wealthy interest-receivers, as men hav* 
ing got an advantage of their brethren; and as provi* 
sions are more and more in demand, partly by an en* 
largement of towns and villages, and partly by a sea- 
trade, some take hold of opportunities to raise the 
price of grain^ flesh, butter, and the like; and appre- 
hend that herein they are only labouring to bring the 

price of their produce, toward a balance wit^ seven 
per cei^ 
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On a riae of grain^ of fleriiy and the like^ I hvn 
known IrAdemaeii meet, and raise the price of their 
work. Thoa^ a poor labouring man who works by 
the day, for the neceflsari^s of life, must not only 
work more for a bushel of grain, but also for wear- 
ing of his oloth, for making of his coat, and for the 
shoes which he wears. 

There also ariseth discouragement hereby to trades** 
men^ia our country in general, for tradesmen rairing • 
their wages on a rise of grain, the price of doth, of 
shoes, of hats, of scythes, and the like are all raised. 

Now, if interest was lower, grain lower, and kept 
more plentiful in our country, wages of hired men 
might with reason be lower also. Hence, encourage- 
ment would naturally arise to husbandmen, to raise 
more sheep and flax, and prepare means to employ 
many poor people amongst us. 

Sheep are pleasant company on a plantation, their 
looks are modest, fheir voice is soft and agreeable; 
their defenceless state exposeth them a prey to wild 
beasts, and they appear to be intended by the great 
CreatCM*, to live under our protection, and supply us 
with matter for warm tod useful clothing. Sheep, 
being rightly managed, tend to enrich our land; but 
by sending abroad great quantities of grain and flour, 
the fatness of our land is diminished. 

I have known landholders who paid interest for 
large sums of money, and, being intent on paying 
their debts by raising grain, have by too much tilling, 
so robbed the earth of its natural fatness, that the pro- 
duce thereof hath grown light 

To tifi poor land requires nearly as much labour as 
to till that which is rich; and as the high interest of 
money which lieth on many hasbandmen, is often a 
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meMM pf their stmggling fer prea^it profit^ to die 
impo^riBhmMit of their bakdj^ they then on tteir 
poor hndy fiad greater difficulty to afford poor labour- 
era who work lor them, equitable pay for tilling the 
ground. 

The produce of the earth is a gift from ocft' gra- 
cious Creator to the inhabitants^ and to imporerish 
the earth now, to support outward greatness^ stppean 
to be an injury to the succeeding age. • 

Bieh, — As there hath, for some years past, been a 
g^dual rise of our country produce, and we have not 
raised our interest,, if there be apy complaint now, it 
seems as if we aver the men to complain. 

XaA. — My friend and neighbour, people, thou 
knowest, sometin^s disagree in attempting to settle 
accounts (when no fraud is intended on. either side,) 
bat through want of matters Jbeing dearly and fairly 
stated. Come now, let us patiently bear each otbar, 
and endeavour to love as brethren. 

Some who pay ient fos a small house, and raise 
up children, all by day's labour, are often taught by 
very moving instructions. Some keep.a cow, and Ja* 
hour hard in the summer to provide bay and grain for 
her against winter; but in very col^ winters, hay is 
sometimes^ gone before spring, and grain is io scarce, 
through much sending it and flour abroad, that the 
grain intended for a cow, is found necessary to be 
eaten in the family. I have known graim and hay so 
scarce, that I could not any where near, get so much 
as my family and creatures bad need of; being then 
sparing in feeding our cow, she hath grown poor: In 
her pining condition, she hath called aloud, i kn^w 
her voice, and the sound thereof was the cry of hon« 
ger. I havej^oownqgowy,.stormy weather^ of long 



ceftfnBSAvifmB or 9obs y^ojMAXf. S^> 

p»if Ae applied to those employments about yanitiesy 
in ^iMufth many people are entangled. 

Now, if rich men, by living in the simplicity of< 
tlm Truth, stop the business of some who. labour m 
gratifying the ^ide and vanities of people's rainds^ * 
and fCre drinking the dirty waters; if those at the 
aame iime abate their interest, and the rent of their 
lai^^, this opeiis a way for the tenant to be more li* 
beral with the fruits of the ground, when put in the 
badanee against the work, of poor labouring men. 

An/bonest tenant, who labours himself, and knows . 
what it is to be weary, on agreeing to pay five men fuO 
wages for doing thaC which is now eomputed a day's 
work for four, might ease the heavy burdens of weak- * 
ly labourers, and open the way for some now employ* 
edy in gratifying the vanities of people's miiids^ ta 
enter upon useful employments. 

. jyf«a who live onr a supply from the interest of their 
n)oney,itnd do little else but manage it^ appear t(^ 
have but a small ^hare of the labour, in canying on 
the affairs of a province; and where a member of s6* 
ciety doth but a small share of the business thereof^ 
it appears most agreeable to equity, that he should*: 
live in such sort, as may be most easy to them, by 
whose labour he is chiefi^ supported. 



TViesubstctpoe of some conversation between a thr^- 
ty JLandholder^ and a Labouring man. 

LcAourer. — I observe, of late years, that when 1 
buy. a bushel of grain for my family, I must do more 
work to pay for it, than I used to. do twenty years 
past, what is the reason of this change? 

Jd^ndAokkr.—TQVfuA and villages h|ve a gradual 
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inemie in theie proTinoes^ and the people now em* 
ployed in husbandry bear, I belike, a less piopcHtiiin 
to tiie whole inhabitants than they .did then; AiSf I 
take to be one reason of the change; but the main 
eaase is that of sending so much grain and flour abroad. 

Lab. — ^I believe it is so; but I observe that where 
land is well cleared, and enriched by cattle and sheep, 
a hundred bushels of rye are raised with less labour 
now, than was necessary when the ground was to 
dear, and the ploughing interrupted by many slumps; 
and as we have great plenty of grain raised in our 
country, it seems uneasy to me, that I must now do 
more work for a bushel of rye than I did then. 

Land. — ^The price set on labour is high; but as we 
haye now less labour in clearing land, than we had 
then; — and as young men, who have no land of their 
own, are more numerous, — it appears likely that we 
may have our labour done for lower wages than we 
had then. And as our country te now more open, 
and great quantities of grain are now raised, we are 
enabled to supply some people beycmd the seas, with 
grain and flour, for which in return, we get many 
things convenient, from abroad. 

Lab. — t)f tMngs, which to me appear convenient, 
we, through Divine favour, have^ plenty in our own 
land, and in so much sending abroad, and fetching 
from far, there is a hazard of men's lives, and the 
good fruits of the earth brought forth through much 
labour, are often buried in the sea. If our people, 
who are befordiand in the world, would be content 
with living more on the produce of o«r own landy-wnd 
instead of employing so many men on the seas, would 
employ the greater part of them in husbandry and 
useful trades, and keep grain more plentifully in our 
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cbuntryi I belieTe it would be lietter for us, in ge- 
neral, and we labourihg people might have grain in 
proportion to our labour, as heretofore; and in the 
l4entiful produce of oiur country, rejoice with the 
laadhblders. But while the landholders have great 
increase, and tiierewith gratify themselyes and their 
fStmiluM with expensiye delicacies, and at the same 
tim^ demand more labour of us for a bushel of grain, 
than they did when much less grain was sent abroad; 
this falls hard on our side. And though a poor la- 
bouring mm may behold the country in outwu^ pros- 
perity, yet feeling the prosperity thereof to be of such 
a nature, that in getting bread for his family, he must 
do more work for a bushel of grain than was requir- 
ed of him in years past, it doth not appear that he 
hath a proportionable share in this prosperi^. 

Land, — ^There are many people in distant parts, 
who depend on a supply by our grain Mid flour. 

Jjob. — I believe some trade abroad might be of ad- 
vantage to us, and to some with whom we trade; if 
that spirit which leads into error, had no part in di- 
recting this trade. 

A great stop in trade, may not be expected with* 
oat inconvenience to some; but as the spirit of Truth 
prevails in our minds, we are content with that ovScf 
which is of real use to us. Thus the love of riches 
is east out of our hearts; the desire after costly deli- 
cacies is subjected in us^ and in true brotherly kind* 
ness, we are moved to assist the weak members in the 
iamily, under their difficulties. 

Our flour is t)ften sent abroad, to fruitful places; 
and were the inhabitants of some of those places to 
apply themselves more to that of raising a living for 
^hemselTes, out of their own ground, and trade leu 



f 



348 tmrvsMATixMra.or lonr wooucui. 

^dbitiady I befieTB both we md tbcy, under a dmtie 
bkt8iiig» might Iiaye a sufiicteiit supply: — less of the 
|iroduce of the earth would be sunk m the seas^ less 
expense in carrying abroad and fetching from far; — 
and hbour would be made more easy to the tillers of 
the ground, both here and there. 

Land. — We commonly raise more grain in Penn- 
sylyania and New Jersey, in a year, than is a supply 
for our inhabitants, and by sending^4|i|ftpad that of 
which we have no present occasion, W^not only get 
a supply of sundry branches of mere^idize from 
abroad, but^lso get gold amongst us. 

.Zoi.-— In rightly labouring for the tmMrosperity 
of a country, we do nothing at which an^^%ie of our 
inhabitants have just cause to complain ; but ^putting 
forward Iradc beyond the right bounds, grain lis made 
scarce and dear, even in a time of plenty; a pi(or la- 
bouring inan must spend more of his strength to get 
a bushel of rye, th^n was required of him, when less 
was sent abroad. Thus, husbandry, one of the most 
healthful, honest employments, so agreeable and in- 
viting to us, is made a toil, and becomes wearisome, 
by reason that too few are employed in it, and too 
much labour assigned as the work of a day. 

Many branches of business are invented, to please 
th^ pride and vanity of such who wander from pure 
Visdom; which branches of business are often uneasy 
to sincere hearted tradesmen; but husbandry is an 
employment, in itself, so necessary, and carried on 
in the open air, that it appears consiste^^ with pure 
wisdom to have as many employed in it, as the na- 
ture of the case will rightly admit of, and that those 
should not be.obliged to work harder for a comlbrta- 
Ue living, than may be an agreeable employ. 



Graai> of late yeaiis, i^ raised, not only in greater 
plenty than it was formerty, but also with leas la- 
bour; and that poor labouring men and tradesmen, 
should be under a necessity to spend more of their 
strength for a bushel of it, than was required of them 
in years past, is a case that to me doth not appear har- 
monious in society. 

If gold is brought into our country through means 
which renders the condition of the poor more diffi- 
cult, it appears evident that the country had better 
be without gold. 

I believe the real use of gold amongst men, bears a 
small proportion to the labour in getting it out of the 
earth, and carrying it about from place to place. 

It doth not appear to have much use but that of a 
currency, and if trade extended no further than was 
consistent with pure wisdom, 1 believe trade might 
be carried on without gold. 

To make an axe or a hoe, iron and steel is worth 
more, to the husbandman than gold of an equal weight 
If a man, with much gold, should travel into those 
parts of the world, where people are all strangers to 
that high value which is placed on it, and there en- 
deavour to buy the conveniences of life therewith; — 
to propose in exchange so small a piece of metal for 
so much of the necessaries of life, would doubtless 
to them be matter of astonishment. 

Gold, where the value fixed thereon is agreed to, ap<^ 
pears to be attended with a certain degree of power; and 
where men -get much of this power, their hearts are 
many times in danger of being lifted up above their 
brethren, and of being estranged from that meekness 
and tender feding of the state of the poor, which aie- 
companies the faithful followers of Christ. 
30 
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Our blessed Redeemer, who is idway s able to sap- 
ply our wants, even by mirades, when that is consist- 
ent with his infinite wisdom; he, our gracious Shep- 
herd, who well knows our weakness, and the danger 
there is of our hearts being corrupted by that power 
which attends riches, commands us, << Lay not up for 
yourselyes treasures here on earth;" and one of his 
imoiediate followers, warning us of the wofol state of 
such who continue'in the breach of this command, 
said, ^They who will be Tidi, fall into temptation 
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts which drown men in destruction and perdi- 
tion." 

Through the desire of money, men are tempted, at 
times, to deal hardly with their poor neighbours; and 
in the possession of riches, there is a snare. 

Through this imaginary greatness, the heart is often 
ensnared with pride; and through plenty of gold, the 
way is more open to gratify the vanity of the desire 
in delicacies and luxury; and under these gratifica- 
tions, there is often a growing exaltation of mind, an 
imaginary superiority over such who have a small 
portion of the things of this life; and thus many be- 
come estranged from the tender feelings of true bro- 
therly love and charity. 

In a time of plenty, when great quantities of grain 
and flour are sent to distant parts, a poor man who 
labours for hire to get bread for his family, must do 
more labpur for a bushel of grain, than was required 
for that quantity^ thirty years past; which circum 
stance appears worthy tiie consideration of such who 
possess fruitful plantations, or are otherwise entrusted 
with power, and may justly incite them to beware lest 
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the love of monejr ensnare their hearts, and lead them 
on to promote trading beyond the right bounds. 

They who hold plentiful estates, have power over 
those who have only their hands to labour; and if 
they misapply this power, the joints and bands of so- 
ciety are disordered. Poor labouring men, in raising * 
up families, find occasion to labour too hard, while 
other poor men would be idle for want of employ^ 
were not employments provided, which serve chiefly 
to gratify the pride and vanity of people's minds. 

Where people love money, and their hearts are en*- 
saared with imaginary greatness, the disease frequent- 
ly spreads from one to another; and children, indulg- 
ed in those wants which proceed from this spirit;, 
have often wants of the same kind, in a much larger 
degree when they grow up to be men and women; 
and their parents are often entangled in eontrivlng 
means to supply them with estates to live answerable 
to those expensive customs which, very early in life, 
have taken hold of their minds. 

In contriving to raise estates on these motives, how 
often are the minds of parents bewildered, perplexed, 
and drawn into ways and means to get money, which 
increase the difficulties of poor people^ who maintain 
their families by thft labour of their hands. 

A man may intend to lay up wealth for his chil- 
dren, but may not intend to oppress; yet, in this fix- 
ed intention to increase his estate, the working of his 
designs may cause <^ the bread of the needy to fail;'' 
and at the same time ,their hardships may remain un- 
noticed by him. 

This, the inq[>ired penman describes in the simi- 
litude of a muxfaUing. Now, a man falling, may 
go headlong, where he had no design to go. 
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m will to be rithf he may ^i/;-^ho may (all into the 
conditioa of oppresBony though he had ^o desq^n to 
isppress. ThoB, it remdns that the lore of money 
is ft rooty from whence spring many evils; and they 
^prtio will be rich, Cdl;-- 4faey fall into temptations, 
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful cus- 
tomsy whieh strongly operate against the true harmo- 
ny of society. 

This, of making grain scarce in a plentiful country, 
for the sake of getting a little fine metal as a curren- 
cy amongst us, which doth not appear to be worth its 
weight in steel, for instruments relating to the com- 
mon business of getting a living in the world, appears 
to me to work against the general convenience of poor 
labouring people, and is often a snare to others, re- 
specting the inward state of their minds. 

The members in society, to me, appear like the 
members of a man's body, which only move regu- 
larly, while the motion proceeds from the head. In 
fits, people sometimes have convulsive motions, which 
though strong, are only manifestations of disorder. 

While we love God, with all our hearts, and lore 
not ourselves in a love different from that which we 
feel towards mankind universally, so long the way 
remains open for that ^ Life which is the Light of 
men," to operate in us, and lead us forward in all the 
concerns necessary for us. Here we may rejoice ia 
the testimony of our conscience, that in simfdicity 
and godly sincerity, we have had our conversatimi 
amongst men. 

This is a treasure, of which, through the tender 
mercies of God. I have, in a small degree, had expe- 
rience} and when I think on this outward body being 
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dissolved, and look toward ages who may succeed us, 
this treasure, of all others, feels the most precii$ia^ 
and what I ardently desire may be possessed by ge<* 
nerations to come. 

If gold comes not rightly into our country, we had 
better be without it The love of money is the root 
of evil, and while gold comes among us as an effect of 
the love of money in the hearts of the inhabitants of 
this land, branches rising up from this root, like the 
<* degenerate plant of a strange vine,'' will remain to 
trouble us, and interrupt the true harmony of society. 

The love of Christ, which preserves the faithful in 
purity of heart, puts men into a ipotion which works 
harmoniously, and in which their example yields clear 
and safe instruction; thus our Redeemer said, *'Ye 
are the light of the world." 

This is the standard which God hath commanded 
to be lifted; and the possibility of this standard be- 
ing now lifted up by us, standeth in that of a lowly 
watchful attention to the leadings of Him who is the 
" light of life;'' and if we go from this standard, we 
go into a wilderness of oonfusion. 

While we keep to this standard, we are content 
with a little; but in the love of money and outward 
greatness, the wants of one person may require as 
much labour to supply them, as would supply ten 
whose wants extend no further than those things 
which our " Heavenly father knoweth that we have 
need of.'* And where people are entangled with that 
spirit in which men " receive honour one of another, 
and seek not the honour which cometh from God 
only;" in this state, expense ariseth frequently on ex- 
pense, and in the increase of outward substance, they 
often find occasion for a greater increase TbuS} a 
30* 
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;buui on aome new acquaioUnee with one^ whose Ur^ 
iog ui the world 10 more speotOMS than hia own, may 
feel an indination to riae upaa high aa to a kvei \f ith 
him; and in order to attain thia, he may frame 
new deyicea to increase his estate, and these devices 
may cause ^ Uie bread of the needy to &U," though 
' his iolent was only to get riches to himself. 

No>w, aa men have a will to be ticks and in that 
wilK follow on in pursuit of devices which work 
against Uie convenient living of poor honest i>eople9 
in this course they decrease as to that of being kind 
and tender hearted, in seeking after the wants of the 
weak and helpless: and in that spirit in which men 
receive honour one from'another, their minds are to- 
wards outward power, to support themselves in that 
which they possess. 

Wit^ gold, men often hire armies, and make great 
preparations for war. Now in raising great armies, 
f nd ^pportiog them, much labour becomes necessa- 
ry^ which otherwise would not be needful; and in the 
long continuation of these things, the yoke lies heavy 
on many poor people. 

The baUlesof the wardor are not only <^ with con- 
Ihsed noise, and ferments rolled in blood, ^' but com- 
monly <x>ntinued in the craft and subtilty of man's 
ilirisdom; and if we << trust in man, make flesh our 
WBfif^^ and are estranged from that purified state in 
which the mind relieth on God^ we are in the way 
jtpwards an increase of confusion; and this state, even 
aa»ong much gold and great riches, is less settled and 
§gdet, thap thatof a faithful follower of the lowly Je- 
suit )fho is contented wi|^ ^< those things which our 
^r^y Father ^owjetfa that we hfive peed of.^ 

Jh» ^ts state we are d6a4, and our ^< life is hid with 
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Christ in God;" — dead to the IpTe of mop^;— ^dead 
to worldly honour^ and to that friendship which is at 
enmity with God; and thus He is felt to be oar xoek 
and our safe habitation* 

In the loye of money and outwanl fatness, the 
mipd is perplexed with selfish devices, how to keep, — 
how to defend from the crafty designs of the proud 
and envious; and from the desperate attempts of the' 
oppressed. 

Now, in the bottom of these devices, there is un- 
quietness. Eor where gold or treasures are gathered, 
and not in that wisdom which is pure and peaceable, 
the mind in this state is left naked. The robe of God's 
righteousness is a covering which, to them who are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus^ is an abundant recompense 
for the loss of that life, with all its treasures, which 
stood in 4he wisdom of thi^ world. Under this robe, 
wo feel that aU things work together for our good; 
that we have no cause to promote, but the cause of 
pure universal love; — and here all our c^res centime in 
a humble trust in Him who is omnipotent. 

JoHiv WOOLI^AN. 



Memorial concerning Mary Walton. 

As the memory of the just is precious, and will re- 
main engraved on the hefgrt, as with the point of a 
diamond, so ought the recoll^tion of their pious lives 
to act as a stimulus, to those who re^iain behind, to 
<< follow them as they have followed Chrjst'^ Such 
ai^e the irefiecdons that arise, in recurring to the re- 
mpyfd of oMf ))elove4 Friend M&ry . Waltop, yrho, 
(bo^gV i^§F J^c^ ^s« ish^rt, wi|f . #. preacher of r^^ 
eousness in «oB(liiot and jfOf^^^%tmi (p tbope wit|i 
whom she associated* 
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She was the daughter of James and Hannah Wal- 
ton^ of Fallowfieldy Chester County. About the eigh- 
teenth year of her age, she commenced teaching the 
achool for coloured children, under the care of Friends, 
in Willing's Alley, Philadelphia, in which she was 
much interested, and continued in it until the state of 
her health obliged her to relinquish the employment; 
which was about a twelvemonth previous to her de- 
cease* Her exemplary patience and meekness of dis- 
position was remarkable, and did not fail to excite theV 
notice of her associates; and some who were most in- 
timate with her can testify, that for the last five or 
six years of her life (a few instances excepted) they 
never saw her temper rufiSed. Notwithstanding she 
, possessed this happy disposition, this meek and quiet 
spirit that is of great price in the sight of the Lord, 
she was often assailed by temptations; and in a letter 
to an intimate friend, thus expresses herself: — ^**The 
enemy is continually at work with me, trying to 
catch away * every good thought that I am favoured 
with at times. I think it is a great favour, even to 
have one good thought. I have frequently to say as 
our Saviour did (particularly in meetings) << get thee 
behind me, Satan, why temptest thou me?'' 

She was fond of the society of those whose conver- 
sation was edifying, but she also evinced by her love 
of retirement, that she had been in the garden with 
Jesus, and had sat under his teachings. Being natu- 
• rally of a diffident disposition, she seldom said much 
on the subject of religion; but to a few particular 
Friends, either in conversation, or in epistolary cor- 
respondence,' she would drop some expressions that 
manifested her ardent desire for the prosperity of 
Zion, aind the enlargement of her borders. 
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In the lOtfa month; 1815^ she was attacked with the 
influenza^ which much reduced her; and herconstitu* 
lion being naturally feeble, it terminated in a pulmo* 
nary complaint* During berillness, though at times 
her sufferings were very great, her mind appeared 
tranquili and the canopy of love that covered it^ ren* 
dcred her company instructive, though she had but 
little to say. She was sometimes assailed with doubts 
of being admitted into everlasting rest, and expressed 
to a Friend who sat by her, if these were removed 
she should feel comfortable. About this time a fe- 
male minister went to see her, who was led to speak 
ia an encouraging manner to her state, and on taking 
her leave observed, that she believed, let the time 
come when it would for her change, all would be 
well. The dear sufferer enquired, *^does thee think 
so?" and appeared quite animated with the assurance. 
Her faith having been thus tried, it pleased him 
whose dwelling is sometimes as in thick darkness,^ 
to dispel the clouds, and say to the captive, go free; 
and to vouchsafe the blessed assurance that as he had 
been her Alpba^ so also he would prove to be her 
Omega. 

On Seventh day, 7th of 9th month ,1816, she thought 
her dose was near, and requested that the family 
might be collected,^— bade each an afie^tionate fajre- 
Well, and then with an audible voice, said, .<< come 
Ixird Jesus, thy servant is ready." She shortly re* 
yived, aad through the course of the day, gave much 
excellent advice to her Friends, exhorting them to 
live in love, and added, " I love every body. This 
has been a comfortable sickness to me. •' She was led 
to admire tbe goodness of the Almighty, whose pro- 
tecting snn had been round her from her youth up. 
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In Hie evening of the day, an intimate Friend going 
into her chamber, she observed, <^ Well H. thou finds ^ 
me going fasf He replied, he was glad to see her | 
80 composed and resigned. She signified it was a 
favour, and added, ^<I expected to have gone at 
lioon,''^-hoped we would give her up cheerfuUjr, 
and had craved that this might be the last day. Her 
sister remarked that she hoped she would not be too 
anxious, she replied, << I hope not'' 

On First day morning, the family were again collect- 
ed. She appeared very calm, and supplicated, ^< Oh 
holy father, if it be thy will, releaseme,if thouplease." 
After an interval of a few minutes, she suffered much 
pain, and again interceded, << Oh holy father, give me 
relief — ^receive my soul. Thou hast been always 
good, release me." Second day, she frequently ap- 
peared in supplication, spoke of her approaching dis- 
solution with composure; and gave directions how she 
wished to be laid out Through the day and during 
the evening she suffered much bodily pain, and at 
10 o'clock enquired what time it was; on being told, 
she said, << Oh! is it no later?" Soon after supplicat* 
ed, <<0h! come, graeious father, come and take me 
home, to thy everlasting rest" At one o'clock, 
again enquired the time, and as if sensible her close 
was near at hand, lay very quiet for about half an 
hour, when raising her voice beyond our expectation, 
she said, <<Iam now going— Holy Father, thy ser- 
vant is ready, — be pleased to come and take me home. 
Death has no terrors. Oh death where is thy sting — 
Oh grave where is thy victory?"^ — and after a short 
pause, added, << the sting of death is sin." 

Thus, triumphantly, did our precious Friend go off 
the stage of action, and we eonld have confidently 
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aied this expression from Holy writ: << Open ye the 
everlasting gates, and let the righteous enter in/' not 
doubting that she was admitted through the gates in* 
to the city, and was added to that innumerable com- 
pany that surround the throne. Her loss we sensir. 
bly feel, haying looked upon her as one that waa to 
assist in repairing the walls of our Zion, and to be as 
a pillar in the church; but we desire not to repine, be- 
lieving our loss is her everlasting gain. 

She departed this life at her brother's residence 
near Frankford, the 9th of 9th month, 1816, about 
the 23d year of her age. 



A Short Memoir of Oliver Matthews^ deceased. 

Departed this life on the 17th of the 1st month, 
1824, at his residence in Baltimore county, Oliver 
MATTHEWS, in the 103d year of his age, having spent 
the greater part of his time on the farm where he 
died. He was of the Society of Friends, among whom 
he had long been active and useful, having religiously 
exercised uniform plainness and sincerity^ as was his 
continual practice. 

His upright conduct through life, and in his deal- 
ings, was a striking feature of his character, it being 
his steady aim to live up to that correct principle of 
punctuality, which so signalized the members of the 
society in its early rise. 

He was distinguished for habitual and unaffected 
hospitality, being of a lively cheerful turn of mind, 
and possessed of a tender spirit, whieh was conspicu- 
ously manifested in his paternal affection towards his 
beloved children, all of whom, except one, he lived 
to see removed to another state of existence. 
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He had been bleaaed with a good conatittition, and 
retained hit faculties aa well as usual, until near the 
close, when thej, with his bodily strength, were dis* 
covered to be on the decline, which evidently indi* 
eated approaching dissolution, without any apparent 
disease^ except what was brought on by the hand of 
time. 

His remains were interred on the 19th following, 
in the burying place of Friends first used at Gunpow- 
der, where their meeting was originally held. Pre- 
vious to the corpse being removed from his late dwel- 
ling, the calmness and solemnity , evidently felt, af- 
forded a confirmation that ^< all was welP' with him; 
sad those sensations were accompanied with two 
lively communications, briefly delivered by two con- 
cerned Friends to the same efiect 

The following language may with great propriety 
be adopted respectingliim, " Thou shall come to thy 
grave in a full age, like a shock of corn cometh in 
his season.'* J. T. 

Baltimore^ 2nd Month 26th, 1824. 

The following liaes were addressed to (he late Olitbr Matthews, 
of Baltimore coaoty^ near the close of his 102d jtar, hj a dktant 
coDoection ^f his. 

Of the years that are vanished and fled. 

Thou staqdest a relic, alone! 
The winter of age hath encircled thy head. 

With a white and immaculate zone! 
And brightly thou shineat, a land mark between 
The days that are now, and the years that have been ! 

The sun in his gorgeous career. 

Unnumbered the times thou hast view'd. 



When bright iii arising his splendors app^y 
] tJrmild in his eVenmg ihocki; 
When calmly he sinks in^e wavet of the we^ 
Xfike a spirit bt earth, in the sleep oC the bleat! 

But 9ay> hath his^glof'y decreased,, 

%iHse:the4a4ra aiidihemornof Ifay day?*^: '' 
His v^iif^ and his ^iietidor, to «how, hath he oeaaMt 

Or ia lightan^ the if»rkl with his rxyt . 
K'd1 ini|^ty in pbwer-r-etsmal in bloomy * ^ 

He dreada noither d^tb^ nor ibA ni^t of Ifae toab!^ 

■ m, 

Siut'ti diiet^nt f^ce he iltnmes. 

From those be beheld, m thy youth! 
For Mey haye gone down to their separate totiiba — 

Their vigor— their virtue ^nd triith! 
Whilst Ihou art remaiBing a liitib of the dead! — . 
Yet re»BUed by TSwlff, from oblltion's bed! 

Thus oft have. I seen in the field. 
When the work of the reapers was o'er, 

A stalky that eluded the death^dealtng wjeld 
Of the scythe, and bloom'don as before, 

But soon did stern winter its beauty deform. 

It quivered and sunk 'heath }he arm of the storm ! 

Tbe wat^word isilotlii^ed srloud — 
, << Deathrrrdeath iaappopaching to all,'' 
And o'er us^ enrcri)'d in the folds of the sbrdtod, 

3^11^ wttv^e yel^ the wide flowing pall! 
Aad Oh*! may ourday. iikit^ vorgiag deelioiv ' ' 
Hk^e a aky aa mieioudedy. aa apotl^ as tKta^l ^ 

Then' rest thee, thdti reibrfant ali)n^, ' 
Of a race now embracing the dbd ! * 

And may'st thbii .triumphant ascend \o the ^ro'iif ^ 
mie f roition 6i bli^, i^ the mansion^ of Gixti 
31 : _ 
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Siak calmly and sweet to tby dumber of reet*-* 
Mountp tpirtti from earth| to the retlnia of Uie bltft! 



SCHOOLS. 

In 1746, the Yearly Meetingof PliHadeliAia, «4*- 
aired Frienda, ia their aeveral BdUmthly meetiog^ lb 
encourage and aasiit each othei^n the settlement ami 
si^>port Of schools, for the instroction of their chtt« 
dteiiy at least to read and write, and some fiirther 
useful learning, when circumsUnoes will permit iQ 
and that they observe, as much as possi ble» to employ 
such masters and mistresses as are concerned, not on-- 
)y to instruct their children in their learning, but are 
likewise careful in a spirit of meekness, gradually to 
bring them to the kuowledge of their dmy to God^ 
and one to another.'/ 

Many of the children of Friends, previous to that 
time, were brought up without school instruction; an4 
civen those in comfortable circumstance?, in some 
country places, for want of convenient schoob, never 
learned either to read or write. It is probable the advice 
of the Yearly Meeting, had a beneficial efiect; as in 
stsnces of total deficiency in aohoot' ]eamin|^ are not 
so frequently noticed among those who were then the 
objects of this concern. 

The Yearly Meeting in 1750, >and divers times af- 
terwarda, manifested « lively interest in the ^ tmpor- 
tance of training itp our youth in tiseful learning, un* 
der the tuition of religious, prudent persons, suitably 
qualified for that purposie,''— and recommended that, 
<< Friends should exert themselves therein^ as fully as 
their circumstances would permit;'' and thai Month-* 
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ly me^ings ihould appoint eomnritteet to har^ the 
bversight and care of achoob. 

In 1778, a united concern is expressed for the to- 
tablishment of schools, for the instruction of youth, 
m useful li^arning. It is stated that, notwithstahding 
the pressing recommendations before mentioned, ve* 
ry little had been done efiectually therein. The rais** 
ihg of funds for the support of schools, had been pro- 
posed, and was afresh recommended to the'k>otiee of 
Friends; and that an account of the progress made 
fn the several meetings, be sent to the Yearly Meet- 
ing. It was also proposed, <' that within the com* 
pass of ^ach meeting, where the settlement of a school 
is necessary, a lot of ground be provided, sufficient 
for a garden, orchard, grass for a eow, Jtc. and that 
a suitable house, stable, &c. be erected thereon.*— 
Such a provi5ion would be an encouragement for a 
staid person, with a family, who will be likely to re- 
main a considerable time, perhaps his whole lifef in 
t&e service, to engage therein." It was further ad- 
vised, that Friends promote subteriptions towards a 
ftind, the increase of which might be employed in 
paying the master's salary, if necessary, and promot- 
ing the ^ucation of the poorer Friends' children. 
- These earnest advices, included in a report to the 
Yearly Meeting, signed by Anthony Beneaset and 
Isaac Zane, appear to have had a good efieet iii stimu- 
lating Friends to a more lively concern on the sub- 
ject of schools. In 1784 and '85, the minutes men* 
tion the necessity of persevering in unwearied en- 
deavours to effi^et, in a greater degree than has yet 
been done^ a liberal provision for the due instruetion 
of youth; continued attention, and liirther unremit- 
ted industry is renewedlj urged, that Friends of Uie 
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MMCtive. meeUagfl xnajr be enabled to givo a. mom 
attmftetory account of their further progress therein. 

In 1787, the establishing of v^rdl regulated sehopls, 
under the care of religious, well qualifier] tutors, 19 
it|;pin r^eommended ^* to the yigilant care of eon- 
cemed Priendsy to be extended not only to the chil* 
dren of Frienda of more easy circumstances in life, 
but also to the offspring of such as are poor, and of 
4he bUck peoplei whose condition gives them a claim 
to that benefit" Two years after, the Yearly Mcel- 
ipg issued pressing advices on the subject of schools^ 
and the establishment of funds agreeable to the re- 
eommendation of 1778« ^ 

These repeated advices of the Yearly Meeting, 
claimed the weighty atteotion of Friends; in many 
ef the monthly and preparative meetings, funds were 
raised for the support of schools; and io some plac^ 
$, house and lot was provided for the accommodation 
of the teacher. Foreigners, frequently of loose prin- 
eipLes and immoral habits, had formerly been em- 
ployed as schoolmasters, but an increai»ng cai^ was 
now manifested uk the choice of teachers of exem- 
plary lifci and whose coQduct was consistent with our 
religious profession. 

About the year 1790, a concern was introduced 
among Friends oi Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, for 
f^blishing a boarding school upon a plan similar to 
tb.at at Ack worth, in Engls^nd. A. pamphlet^ written 
by Owen Biddle, detailipg /some of theprpposedpufr 
Upea ojf the institution, was publishedr-tthe Yeariy 
^Meftipg.tpok 9. lively interest ip promoting the mea- 
sure,, which resulted in the seminary at We^itt^wn, 
which was opened in 1199. This institution h^ 
h^ep the m^m9 pf diffuaing improvement in Friends' 
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aehools generally, in PennsylTania, New Jersey, De* 
laware, and elsewhere. 

The Yearly Meetings of Baltimore, New York and 
New England, have also patronized the institution of 
boarding schools, under similar regulations. 

When the subject of a Yearly Meeting school was 
ander discussion, some Friends of Philadelphia and 
its vicinity, made somo efibrts to set up a boarding 
school on a smaller scale, for their present conveni- 
ence. It was probably owing to the decease of one 
of the principal promoters, that the project was not 
carried into effect. 

During the la&t thirty years, boarding schools have 
been opened in many parts of the country, by Friends 
in their individual capacities. — ^Xone of these appear 
to have been restricted to members of our religious 
0dciety^-and it is believed they have been the means, 
not only of diffusing literary information, but of ex- 
tending a profitable knowledge of the principles and 
order of the Society" of Friends. 

Fifty years ago, the books used in country schools, 
were Beneaet^s primer, Dilworth's Spelling book, then 
the New Testament, and after that the Bible. Dil« 
worth's assistant was the standard work on arithme- 
tie; English Grammar was very rarely tiaught; and 
it was only some uncommon geniCis that advanced to 
the study of the Mathematics. Geography, Astrono- 
my, Natural Philosophy, History, and many other sci- 
ences, that are now familiar, were probably, not then 
thought of; and even if they had been proposed^ the 
want of enlarged views in parents, would, most likely^ 
liave induced them to discourage their children from 
cantering on such sttidies. It is a fact, that the study of 
geography was prohibited in a large boerdfiigiclMM^ 



ffot forty yesn ago; because its dbctrinea were ^ppre^ 
bended to be at TariaDce with MOde passages of sa^ 
orod flcriptiire« An aged Friend, not 90 years back, 
kaving visited a school^ where the study of the globes 
was observed amongst the exereises, was sorry to see 
tiaie spent in acquiring idesfs inconsistent with those 
'vrtiieh bethought resulted from the text*-^^^ the foan- 
dations of the earth/' 

While Friends were ardently progressing in the 
Mncern relative to sehools, making liberal provimon 
for the support of qualified teachers, erecting suitable 
school houses in the room of their old gloomy build- 
ings, the necessity of more suitable books thdn some 
that had been in use, appeared obvious. — ^The Meeting 
for Sufferings furnished country schools with Bar- 
day's Catechism, and Penn's Maxims for the reading 
elasses; Peirce's Spelling* Book iiuperseded the use of 
DUworth's— an improved system of arithmetic, by 
sundry teachers, in and near Philadelphia, was 
brought into general use; an excellent compendium 
of English Grammar, compiled by James Hamlon, 
paved the way for the more general study of that 
science; the higher branches of Mathematics, Geo* 
graphy, Naturahand Civil History, and the study of 
other useful sciences, — were encouraged. A more ge- 
aersd expanmn of mind resulted, and many of the 
-vulgar practices and erroneous ideas of the age of ig- 
norance, were thiov^ much into oblivion. 

The introduction of school books, of an improved 
ebaracter, had a stimulating tendency. — ^Murrajr's 
Aeadei?, and some of the best classic fJnglidi poetry, 
were calculated to introduce rationai habits of think- 
ing, as well 9A devotiend feeling?. The books for 
ahiUmiy pttbUahed by the JoiiMoni, ia PhibdelpiMi^ 
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-fncnlcated the duties of hoinanity; the hameroliB and 
valuable little works, issued by Samuel Wood and 
Sons, of New York, furnished amusement and Talufa- 
ble instruction to the youthful mind, and supplanted 
ihe taste for such unprofitable romances as Tom Thuni, 
Giles Gingerbread, Gulliver's Travels, and Robinson 
Crusoe. ^ 

Less than a hundred years agoj^ our ancestors were 
urged tp furnish their children with an opportunity to 
learn to read and Write; and where circomstances 
would admit, some further useful learning, ^nder a 
prospect of the advancement of the present day, we 
may be ready to marvel that the extent of their wishes 
in 1746, was so limited. 

We rejoice that the human mind is advancing in 
the proper application of its powers, to the study of 
truth, and the knowledge of natural science. We also 
rejoice in the improved order observable in schools; 
tiiat teachers, niore generally than formerly, are 
** careful/' as our worthy Friends of 1746 express it, 
* in a spirit of meekness, to bring their scholars to the 
knowledge of their duty to God, and one to another. 
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Joseph ClarVsAccountofa Journey to the Indian 

Country, 

In the year 1737^ John Parrish, a friend and father 
juEi the church, suggested the advantage that might 
•rise to the Indian n»tive% by^ bringing a few of tt^ir 
jronfig femato iiito this part of the country, in drder 
to^lD^nict tkeni ii;i Hfe^iieful arts of domestic eoOfU^ 
m$% hf plidng thcUB ia the frniHiet of suitallh 
Ffiendsi where they might he carefully educated. 
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This being a very weighty matter, claimed my se- 
rious attention, and was laid before the Committee 
appointed by the Yearly Meeting, for promoting the 
improvement and gradual civilization of the Indian 
natives. The proposal was acceded to by the Com- 
mittee, who furnished me With a Gertificate exprea- 
inve of their unity therewith, and addressed to tha 
Indians, as follows: 

*< Brothers, 

We received by our friend, Henry Simmons, 
a few lines from you. We were glad to hear from 
yon, and that your young men were encouraged to 
walk in the good path, we recommended to you. i* 
did our hearts good, when he told us that you had 
raised com, wheat, and other grain, to supply yo""^" 
•elves till next crop. We wish jovt all to be sober 
and industrious, and learn to be good farmers. 

Brothers, we understand that you are desirous, a 
few of your girls should be placed in the families 
of some of our Friends, and be taught what our 
daughters are. We rejoice at it, and ar^ willing to 
take three of them; and our friend Joseph Clark, o^ 
•greed to assist in bringing them, safe down. They 
(H. Simmons and J, Clark) will deliver you this. 
We also have agreed to take two girls from Oneida, 
•pd two from the Tuscaroras. 

Brothers, we expect the girls you send us, will re- 
main till they are eighteen years of age, as ourdauj^ 
tew are placed by their parents or friends, to letf«* 
what we want your daughters aboidd know; that i^ 
fpinntng, weaving, how to make butter, and «Q^ 
<lber things as are useful on a lann. We riuU P^ 
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jttiflm ID 9»ph .t^m\\y^ » will u^ theqi kindly, m^ 
jilf truet them iq wiiat is oeedfuL 

We reown joor frieods and brothers, 

John DniKiOSB, 

H. D&INXSB, 

John PABaisH, 
Thos^ Ste waedsov, 
Thomas WjsTjRR, 

JoH» BlODLi:/' 

. Haying laid the subject before my fa^nily, after 
aboat two weeks' consideration and preparationi I 
took an affeetionate leave of them, on the 161h of th^ 
10th month; 1797, and went to Bristol in Bucks 
county, where I met with my friend, Henry Sim- 
mons, jun. who was to be my companion Jn the Jour- 
ney, which was very satisfactory ^ But he was taken 
tiawell^ aftQr traveUtng about twenty miles, and con- 
tinued so during all the J4)urney. 

When w|5 arrived at New York, a number of ar- 
ticles were purchased, for clothing for the girls, and 
we prtosecuted our journey till^ in. due season, yve ar- 
rived at Oneida, in the state. of New York, where 
w0 were raceived with m$rks of ageetion, by the In- 
dians. I was .taken to the. house of one of tho Cbi^fir, 
his wife having been informed concerning p)y coming. 

On thev29th» Nicholas Cuslck, Chief of the Tusca- 
roras; with his wife, made us a visit. . He is an order- 
' iy and aenaiUe man. 

We also had a conference witli the Stoc^ bridge and 
Ttiseatol^ Io«Lia«s; at which we produced our eerti- 
ficatesr4md they, were jra«d, not only by fiaragrapba, 
bill by MMe^te$. nff^ matdsL .Hendrick Apaumut 
was interpreter for theStoekbridge, and Nicholas Cu- 



S70 jtinra ^labx's lotAiKAx.* 

« » I * 

tide 'for the Tuacaroras. Sdme waitibra from Niip* 
rtf WM« also present. At this conference) the In* 
dians seemed fully satisfied with the proposals mads 
to them. We ioforn\ed them that Frieads had noth* 
ing but love for them and their children; and as it 
was their desire that we should take their children, 
we would do it >at Friends* expense. Oh which in- 
formation, they acknowledged Friends' love for them. 

DM mo. l9t, — ^Had a conferenee with the princi- 
pal Chief of the Oneidas, about thie girls: He re- 
marked, that those of tlte young Indians who go out, 
trflen learn wrong habits; and mentioned some in- 
•tances in the neighbourhood. He further observed, 
that they would rather the sons of Onas, (meaning of 
William Pean,) should have their people or children, 
than any other people; Im^ their judgment was, for 
our women to come and instruct them; which woidd 
better preserve their morals, and be of far greater 
utility amongst the Indians^ and which they always 
understood would be the case, fronn the first proposal 
made by the Committee. lit answer to all this, I re- 
plied, " Oreat trees grow slpwj- * meaning great mat- 
ters takotime to accomplish. 

He called upon me twice after this, to writea piece 
lor their nation. At first, I declined: but, upon the 
second application, I eomplie^; wellknowiog tbtt 
what they requested was the mind of Friends, and 
also of Government. When it was written, they con- 
ferred together abont its contenta; and next day I^^ 
informed by their Chief that they approved therepk 
The purport of it was to warn off some bad< tenantSf 
who bad settled cm their land contrary to law, 'ni' 
Chief gave me a name, Onaa, rignifying the man ^ 



Beiiig Irfqiwutly io cooip^y with th|d StockbijUlig^ 
bdiuiA^ I wa» ip^uced to l^^li^ve iJiiey are supericuv 
«ip0ciaUy.th0 wgmea, to maoy undei? omp oame« wba 
make a high ipiRofessiom of religioii. 
^ Sd. TravelUog through this seitlemeiiti I b^eld 
tiie pleaaafit ^itniittOQ of the houses of the oajtiyes on 
^ ruHQg ground, near a clear, running stream,, aqr* 
jounded with trees which are eyergreen,-*-my mind 
Wjds considerably humbled on seeing the manner in 
which they lived, and how free they were from .those 
cares and wants,, that luxury and pride have intro« 
duced< — ^Their composure^ and serenity are remark* 
able. After a long absence pf an Indian, they do not 
diow that extacy on his return, that \ye do in meeting 
a friend in such a case; but when a suitable ti^le 
offers, be. says, ^^ Satandoxry gawcbee!'' thatia» << So, 
friend^ art thou still in the valley of tears?'' 

About this time, I was informed of an inter^ting 
eircumstance, whi<^ occurred among the. Wyandot 
nation of Indians, with a deputation frpm Congress 
It appears that in consequence of some encroachments 
of the white people upon the border's of their land, a 
demurer dissatisfaction arose among tlie Indiana, and 
the affair demanded the attention of Congress, who 
jappointed a certain number of judicious men, of their 
body, to investigate the grievance. The Indians 
bung informed, a council was called; and at a time ap- 
pointed, the deputies met them, and requested to be 
furnished with information of the boundaries of their 
territory. When, to their great surprise, a young 
Indiaa stepped forth, and on behalf of the council, in 
n solemn naanner, spokef thus: ** Ufi, who causes the 



Mb U^ rte htfbM Ibs^ to^i df tit6 iateMKli^ aMttf 
below the brow of the weatern mountuilii^'-^^itt failtil 
tfethed the wiMefilete witH leaves m ^ iQiHdgf and 
dkrobed it again^ indie fall,--it is He detfe Who Mk 
get bounds to ooy codiitry /' Tim apeeeh so durpriMl 
the auditory, though m^n of gpeat abililieB^ that Aef 
haftew nek what reply or itoawer to ifiake. 

5ih. Favoured with healthy though nay ^rB^^<»h 
H. Simmona, jun. labours und^r Hke affliction of Ai 
ague. ^Jehn- Tuhi and George Crosby eame to see vttir 
"llieBe men Are <tf another tribe, and. appear aaperiOf 
iii respect to- sobriety and understanding, to lirany of 
10,- who tatre of a fairer oompleicion. Theit reiasAi 
oh divers matters were edifying. S^king of a 
SeboofanaBter's ijaalifieations, one of them observed 
that the sort of master they wanted, or required 
fftebngst them was, not only one who jseas qualified to 
teteb children, and keep the school in order, but one 
who would be an example to their parents. 

These meh ofered us Ihdr horses to ride to their 
nation; and they would go onfoot^ being about seyeo* 
Isen computed miles, through a eoutf^ almost impa» 
iibte at this season: but I eould n»l aooede to their 
kind proposal. 

Hfld a meeting this morning. A number of Indiana 
eame to see us, notwithstanding it was very stormy* 
1 thought thtiB a dey of refreshment, both in our littk 
ritting, and in some remarks made l^ the natives* 

6ih. A eoU morning;— the wind north-east, aad 
the waters high in the creeks, from the thaw of snow 
Aat had occurred. We intended U^ set out for Stock- 
brMge on fbot, but as my companion was much r^ 
teeed by having the aguei t^gjeth^ with some big* 
Pt^ we had to take, it seemed « Jftde diiteuit Bui 



He whor 18 a present help was near to provide; for a 
Stockforidge Indiao. came to the house at the hour vwe 
intended (todepart, and agreed tp carry our burdens. 
From my feelings, I had cause of thankfulnesss for 
being her^; believing the Lord is bringing about 4 
great work in the earth. 

A man, csalled ^ Baptist minister, was at Stocks 
bridge,^ The Indian^ showed him pur certificate; at 
which he expressed .his approbation, and offered u^ 
the use of his horse fqr a few days. , 

Here we were informed that the Onetda^s conclu;- 
sion not to send thieir glrjs from their nation,— had 
such an effect upon the Tuscaroras, that notwith- 
standing we Jiad.dejivered clothing for their children, 
we had to recommend them to deliver it to those who 
offered voluntarily. • We could have had many more 
of the Stockbridge children, than* were specified in 
our certificate; but to keep as near as possible to what 
was therein contained, was our earnest desire. 

My companion was §0 ill as we travelled along, 
that he entreated me to permit him to lie down on 
the wet logs; which I could not suffer; and whether 
he would be able to reach the house intende.l was un- 
certain,— the road being, so very miry. His illness 
was a cp^nsiderable exercise to me, not only at this 
time, but many others. At length, we arrived at our 
Indian brother^s, where we were treated with great 
kindness, nnd much hospitality. 
• . 7th. A fine morning. My mind often felt the 
sweet influences of Divine Goodness; and I could bo- 
hbld its sahitary effects* among some of these inhabi- 
tants of. the wilderness. Their penetration and judg- 
aientin religiousmatt€rs,arevery«^dent and striking;, 
as may appear in the foUowiog narrative. 
32 ' 
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It appears that two young men were prepared A 
Prineeton college, to be sent as mitaiotiafiei among << 
the Indiana. And in order to habituate themflelvei I 
to the hardships that awaited them^ they lodged upoa < 
boards. When they set out upon their misnoBi 
several persons of respectability aceompsfflied tkeai 
to tiie Creek Nation. When arrired, the Chiefs j 
were called, — a conference was held with them, and it 
was proposed to call a Council; which being met, the 
visitors informed them that they ha<I brought two 
ministers of the gospel to preach salvation to them,-' 
and also a number of books, which would lead them 
the way to heaven. The Indians received the info^ 
mation, without apparent emotion; and said they 
would consider the subject; which should occupy the 
apace of fourteen days. Meantime the young minis- ^ 
ters .proposed preaching; but the Indians lyould not | 
suffer them, until their, own conclusions virere made. } 
At the expiration of the fourteen days, the Indians 
made inquiry, whether they had any dark-coloured 
people among them, and Whether they preached the 
gospel of salvation to them: whether they gave them 
those good books, which would show them the way to 
heaven; or, whether they treated them as slaves, or 
as brothers. Being answered accordingly^ the In- 
dians again spoke, " Go home, and preach the gospel 
of salvation to thefii; give theqi those good books, that 
will learn them the way to h«averi;-^treatthcm as bre- 
thren, and not as slaves; then come and preach to us. 
In consequence of this refusal, the whole missionary 
company returned; and one of them who was in the 
^station of a Congress-man, was so affected with the 
circumstance, that he emancipated all his slaves. 
When I came home^ 1 called upon the persofli ^^ 
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iaqiiicMl oioie t\My respeettng th0 matter^.^^t^Msa 1m 
t'ttadOy, ienouslyy aad fully eoafirmed the aame* 

I never ^xperieaced greater kindn^esB than firom the 
Indiana. I had not only their horaea to ride» bat ft 
guide from place to place. The natives would not 
permit me even to carry my portmanteatty nor acaree- 
ly to go over a bridge that was dangerous, butofiered 
to carry me qver in their arms; though I would not 
suffer them« When I lodged with the Indiana, they 
would build a large fire at bed-time, in the room that 
I occupied, and alwaya renewed it at midni^t;--*the 
family being remarkably still, whether up or a-bed. ^ 

8th. . A hard frost. . This morning, set out for Bro* 
ibertown, having the Chiefs horse to ride, with one 
cf ^beir principal men- for a guide. We travelled 
through a moat ferjLile country, over logs, aad through 
bushes^ at the' rate of about a mile, and sometimes 
two, in an hour. Arrived at Brothertown in the jiven* 
ing, and were treated with all the kindness we coidd 
ask. Having comfortably lodged here one night, the 
next day we act out (or Fort Schuyler, being still ae^ 
commodated with horses and a guide. The roada 
were beyond description, bad; but we were favoured 
to* reach Fort Schuyler, in the evening, — having pre* 
viously agreed to meet our family of £emale Indians 
at this place. 

10th. This morning our Indian girls eame, eaeh 
one aeeompanied by her parent or guardian. The 
business of parUng was conducted 'with great seriooa^ 
ness, for Ate Indians delivered their children to u$ 
with the utmost confidence and quietude: which 
brought over my mind a oonsidecable wei^t of eoB^ 
oerh and eare, that nothing on my part^. might oh- 
Mnict tljiis great and important work^ The |^ ma» 



37^ JOffKM ^hAMZh TOWOfAL. 

ni{e«tod mueh «tiHn«8» acM composmt, sttddfigleiT^ 
of their parents, to g» a long ' jouFfiey, with perfect 
strabgers, tb reside in a distant land. So we went to 
the Mohawk river, and they stepped info the boat, 
wrapped their, faces in their blankets, and I do not re- 
member that they uttered a word. We now had to 
pass down this river about one hundred milcSj but 
got on ^'©ry well the fifst day's voyage. 
. 11th. Very cold Ais morning, especially on the 
Mohawk. We arrived at the Falb about breakfcst- 
tipie. These wonderful work^ of Provideafee aire very 
striking to every rational beholder. The water-feu 
-is fifty-one feet between the tremendous rocks, which 
form a perfect stone wall for the space of twenty 
miles along the river. This river receives the fewest 
creeks of any I know of; consequeatly it keeps nfearly 
the isame height, and is not affected by any tide. 
Trarellers often stop, kindle a fire on its banks, and 
dress their meal. 

My companion continues ill, increasingly so, by 
being nmch exposed to the cold in an almost open 
boat, while the hills and^elds are covered with snow. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon we arrived at 
Schenectady, and procured .cq'm&r£abie lodgings^ 
which could not be obtained at every place« 

12th. A rainy morning. I felt well in health, 
through favour, though iny companion, H. Simmons, 
was still affected with the ague. Being first^ifayi 
early, in the morning, we were taken about fourfeen 
miles in- a carriage to Albany , where we tarried at the 
boiisro^our kind friend, Peter Fields during the>e* 
KUunder of .this day^ which I spent chiefly in riding 
the Book of Martyrs. There are btt-three. &iniliea 
of Friends in this ^ptaee; who^ire dot thoQ^t ^alifi^ 
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ta Md K>m«(i^Qg:; ^ere&re/ they/aod tlieir^tMdrtfA 
mustsufiisii ^9t pi;Hrati(iA and loaB;i6 die moat sfsri-: 
ops; aad important vpaii; ^r, 4)611% fuU tiwenty mUeft 
from the Qeai^t meciliiigy perhaps th^8« ycru&g peopJA 
but aeldotQattand.. . • . * . 

It would b6 wisdom for pailenta^earefully to weigh 
evepy diffidufty^ iu ^mdVmg with :i3mx tender oft 
spriog^ to d^tlo far from meetingi. and-aotikt tbiET 
perishing .things of this tvoirW hjive too much sw4y. 
He .who i^ rich in m;eroy, .csin ;mar, abundance, aad 
bless a-Iittie$ fyr ^'theearth i$ th0 IierdfS) aDd the fal- 
Eiess thereof;". v 

13th. Aj&ne roild morning- The. Wind being 6^ 
yourable, wie took j^ssfiige in a sli^op for New York. 
Lfelt a degree of thankfulness that the Lord had thus 
far preserved ii$, wd.our familymf girls* 

14th. A rainy morning, though mild. Our girhi 
(K^nduet tfaemiselyes with. s0 much, .prppriety, that 
they are remarked by personsiof respectability . My 
mind was frequently exercfsed» aci m ^t to suffer liid 
to. sleep; )ifoping pothing:mi^t>b€^(a][ my tender ehtl- 
dren, that would obstruct liii^gopd wp^k, which the 
Lord is ^boptto ca^ry on frp^tsfia ta'sea^ and to the 
uitei^naqst p^rtS'Of .t^ eafth* ?! ml « • >' • i 

Wp -I^ft Albany i^b9^ ^ur- o'clock m. the aftomooiiV 
and e^rm fe> fludson thaj. night, abo«t, tlwty naijea j 
notwithstanding we w^e aground, ;aDd laid ^t anehoir 
till tt^,.^tii[le floated .us off. N^3E>t day fW-^ had ja. head 
wind ;.,but our family appeared cbeerfuly which is i^ 
coAS^i:able satisfaction, ai^d,cai«9e:.of. thtinkfuliii^ss 
VBptto Hii|iii^ho;|s,:a.pressent hQlp^cJn'ev^ryjneedfuI 
time. . . . // 

, ,16ftb#. 4 clw^j ?Qoild '(»o?f»ing-. i Butt aground. by 
]peaiMf|ikA sM'pi^ wlod fma^i the western shope, .abe«^ 
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flioe mflet ato^e New Yoric When die tide w» te I 
fiiirour, we oarried oot oar aaebofs but fttt dnileavoun 
•t thh tiBie^ ptoved in t»ii^ and we were obliged to | 
mnaia hi the eoid^ qinil the tide shoeM rise again. 
In the evening, we renewed our efforts, and wei% fa- 
irottred to eflfeet onr deaign. We arrived opposite 
New York about nineo'eiock in the evening, but the 
tide ran a» strong that die eaptaia aaid he could not 
bring the veaaet to ahore. Being deriroua of moving 
fermtfd aa faat as pntclicable, we engaged the boat to 
take oaaahore; which being covert with ice oo every 
part, and toaatng ad much, that it was with difficulty 
we eooM get in. At length we arrived safMy in New 
York, and were kmdly received by our friend Ed- 
mund Pryw; and nwf tmiy say, from the tenderness 
that was shown to us, and to the Indian girls, it was 
•*like a brook by the way.** 

^ 1 7th. A snowy morning. Friends manifested much 
kmdnesB towarda us, partiOTlarly Joseph Delaplaine, 
who accompanied oa to ttie vessel, and presented to 
each of the girls a piece of silver. We arrived safely 
at Brunswick about seven o'clock in the evening. 
There was here, at tiiis time, a certiin great mfiffl 
from Poland, who had never seen an Indian, 9sai was 
dieairoos df being introduced to the girls. They being 
in aN[M-ivate room at supper, he walked in to take a 
▼lew of them. When he beheld their orderiy deport- 
ment, he seen^ed mneh surprised; and after Walking 
round the table where they wigre sitting, be said, 
*< These are almost civili;fed alieady.^' I infermcd 
him that the father of one of them would not driak 
wine. 

The same serening, tfie Poland pmeiA and bis 
Mmpany eame into the room, where my eoiBpaaioa 



and I were Alttiog^ In the eoiitseof t)ie eonverMttooi 
die word iAau vns iMed, wbiohfttoa^d Uie altention 
of m youDg fiiaoy wh4» remaricBd in :FrBiiQk to the gi^ 
nenly that we^ as. a people, had a rery- uaeooth wajr 
trf* speaking lbott$-^te apprehended) (as I suppose,} 
that we should not understand what he said in that 
laoguage. Howeveri I i^fonned hini> that it was the 
language of the Almighty to the first man, Adam;- 
therefbre bid him not reflect upon the people tor using 
the language, which the Lof4 had tau^t them. He 
looked confusedi and the Polander, who onderstood 
English, i^peared to favour the observation, 

18th. Set out before day^ and reached Princeton 
by breakfast-time. Through the continuance of Di- 
vine favour, my family continue well, except Henry, 
whose ague remains with him. Passing on, we ar«^ 
rived safely at Bristol in Pennsylvania, where we 
parted. Henry took charge of the children, and went 
to his home in that neighbourhood, where it was cour 
eluded the girls diould remain until I should return 
from Philadelphia. Accordingly I took passage in 
the stage, and reached home about nine o'clock in the 
evening; where, through the favour <^{ a kind, pre* 
serving Providence, I found my family well, and we 
were mutually rejoiced to s?e each otlier*. 

19lh. A few Friends were called togetlier, in order 
to be informed of my proceedings, and to considw 
what- necessary step should be taken next They ex* 
pressed their satisfaction with my comqiunication, 
and concluded that I should return the next, day to 
Henry Simmons's, and bring the girls down to Phila- 
delphia. 

20th. Bode to Bristol, and next morning to Heniy 
Simmons's, where the girls remained during my ah* 
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aence. Being equipped, we agaid set out$ and ari'ived 
et my house about sonHiet The gifh continued wift 
1M for three daya; during which time^ttey condueted 
themselves in an orderly manner; and occasiwially 
read the fioriptures. Many Friends called to see 
them, and gave them a number of small presents. 

The next concern was, to find suitable places for 
them. We accordingly set out for James Emlen^s, 
in Delaware county, where wfe arrived safely^ a"^ 
were kindly treated. 

On first-day, the 26th, we had them all taken to 
meeting, where they behaved in a becoming manner. 
In the* course of a few days, we had them stationed 
at the Friends' houses, who were willing to take 
charge of them, and instruct them in the business ol 
housewifery. Two of the girls were placed with Na- 
than Coope and son; — one, with a woman Friend, 
who had a concern to take charge of one of the In- 
dians; — one was placed with the family of Wilha^ 
Jackson, and the remaining two witfi Isaac Jackson. 
At my taking leave of them, they wept considerably? 
and 1 felt much tenderness toward them, when 1 re- 
flected upon the confidence which their parents nau 
placed in me. On looking over this journey, I ^^^ 
thankfully acknowledge, that through adorable mercy? 
I have witnessed preservation; and may the great rt^' 
server of men have the praise. 

■^■— ^'l ^^^^^ J Ml ■■■■■» iM— ^— ^i^ ■,■■,■■ ■ ■ . ■ m » m ^» I ■ I ■ ■■ » I II M^*^"^™^ 
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